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Majo^-G<^Tl«nU  Greene,  Noi^'cmber  j8lh 
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Rlftr^'^ilVliA^Giniicc  il  Fori  SchuyUr^FowtioDi  of  1h* 


io 


^  To 
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tn^my^'Aa  ■Rack  npon  thttn . 
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—CM  Mlionty  ihoulJ  be  ati^nded. 

Governor  Trumbull,  December  j>th     . 
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vTo  Grorgc  Rcftd,  IDrcrmhrr  19th 

A  k««l3k  povi  it  WlltninjEton— TjnporrMic*  oi  pnitntiag 
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To  Ibe  Pre«tdent  of  Congrt^Ks,  December  33d 

Suae  of  cDomik^iy't  ilcpinmcjit  —  Fimfif  Ehc  oflicct  of 
qMVtttlDltlfv  ml  utj»l4nE'gpnpr3l-^'Kf<<riliition  tif  r.mi|[rr<H  on 
fffoUctnf  tbp  oont^ntni— rnblcni  cf  difi|>«liig  of  ihc  iniif— 
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To  the  President  of  Congress,  December  23d    , 

The  <ommiFfU7*»  ^cfurtment^Defpfinlfl  coqdilioD  c^  tlu 
tltiV7~'UjubIc  \a  iDOTQ  from  a  wkui  dT  ^iL'oviBioiK— Fovi  dufb  a£ 

ol  the  eiM — The  tiuarlcnTiaar<i-£cHcid  At  Udi— I'f*viltn«  M 

-^lU-advitftl  cnnrlurt  nf  i'enn«yEviiiiiah  gcmlrnn^ri'— Sisir  r>f  thp 
trmy  Already  btfofc  Congru^ — Lack  of  W^gtdr  CifficoM— Mill 
^oulJ  be  iltHlttd— VVliftt  ou^hL  ta  be  iloue  ai  ciicc. 

To  llic  Executives  of  the  Eastern  States,  Decemhcr 

29lh 

Deficiency  la  Stfltr  rtgiopfiCF^ — A  tfimcdy  ^h^rivlcl  be  imm^di- 
itclj  AppltcJ^  Kuic(j;ii  a^^aUiicc  noL  lu  fic  oiinEcil  li^mh — Every 
rrfTorl  Jili<ki)H  bn  m.vlr  En  fhlitdn  c<lothiii£  for  Itir  Troopb. 

To  Majof-Gcrtera]  Coiway,  December  30th 

InittniCtKNlS  (or  jmrnifuvrei  lo  be  recdvcil  fruin  the  Bonn!  gf 
Wir  before  arden  un  be  f^vierl  for  [heir  eiecntion — Appoinl- 
mcnt  Tiu  UbKd  ao  uncuinUfr^KoK  po  inlcrut  m  o[>piMjn|t  in 

To  Governor  Livingjitofi.  December  jfst   . 

Remov&l   of  Jgrage   uid  ilodi—To  be  done  bj   Ihc  dvH 

aiithi>^i7 — Li^ht  horv  to  tie  fci^t  10  TreDion^^Dlbiitsse*  In 

1778- 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  January  ist 

The  qaarterciaiitr-grnerfll'-NamM  proponed — Col,   Ha^^ 

mil£e5icd  Rfi  fii  iLcceiMjir^— Fen  Aging  l>y  iJie  enemy — Quesclon 
«l  nnk  in  brigniliff  line. 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  January  2d 

CoTiwny'n  leltcrs — His  rtceptiofi  at  c*mp  — The  offiw  *f 
I  n  ipoclor-gcncf  a  I , 

To  MajorGeneral  Gales,  January  4lh 

Submi^ion  af  lellen  (o  rnngre^t— 'llnw  he  riliiained  the 
walenee  fmm  tonwiy's  (eltei — l>esiTf>in  nf  cwwilitig  lb« 
mMlcr— Conway  chM«teriicJ— Safety  of  litiilci  qvI  IntolTed, 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  January  5th 

EfleeU  of  Mulng  clothing  and  pruvition^Hitn  pB^-Statc 
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I^Ttrr  tKTlioo  wUI  tremidc  lo  tScct  hi*  e n^lMnge— Prc^coU 
HMtt  bo  be  MoL  ia. 

To  3  Comfniitec  of  Congress,  Januar>'  3Sth        .  300 

l«pOCtJ|i1  dkUL£c«  Eiiuil  Lc  mad^'Hili-pi)  ind  pciudant— 
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fdr  (Aking  ilAif  ol1iCcr«  tram  lint — Aide»  tu  (lie  Cominiuiilcr-in- 
chifff^Glher  offi«i8^  Riuik  %  ipnr  to  enterpriM  — Irreguljir 
piomoiioii*  anH  ihelt  ctI]* — A  lettlcJ  fulc  of  promonon  iJiould 
be  deimtiincil-~^acb  i  rule  propoied — Granting  of  com m unions 
in  irmjr  in  t^rvicc  thovli  b«  in  the  cortrol  of  Cod^jku — Clolh^ 
\\\^  ilic  *nny — Divicl«l  rcapQdilbilitT— tJooiTBCti  wilh  Ihc  ccun 
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To  Sir  William  Howe,  January  jOlh  ,         .         .        ,       ^52 

A  doubllul  point  Atcetti^ncd — C^anot  accept  pcrxrtia]  pollie- 
neu  at  llie  eipcn^c  iif  Ttis  nipcrion — Clollib^  for  piiMinen, 

To  Henry  Laurens,  Jiin^ary  3S£t        -         -         .         >       3S3 

A  tnal^gnatii  fefllon  Mmkiig  rr>  Mi  prvjucliec— Clintgf«  mad« 
«aonynou»ly  a^ainit  him — Enemit*  lake  an  unlair  advanUfit 
uf  liii»  iHixiliuiir 

To  John  Parke  Cufllia,  February  ui  ,         ,        .         ,      355 

Furchate  of  land — Nottt  on  the  camp, 

To  Governor  Livingston,  Februarj'  srf       .         .        ,       3j6 

CvnKraLulAtioniy  v\\  discovery  of  ■  plul  ajjainiil  hin, 

To  Pclcr  Colt,  February  7U1       .  .  .       3S7 

Distress  cf  army  ivt  m«af — Urgem  ntceuity  foi  obtaimnE 
ig  p  ^1  lies — ^u^eaiioQ  1. 

To  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  February  8th         ,        .  360 

Dmfting  for  twelve  monthi  the  nnlj  wi»  oiMBur*— Main 
body   of   eocDiy  lo  be  fir^i   tnuJipd^ Virainla   may   fall    by 

atl^mpiJiig  too  mtich— InoruliiioQ— Fai^tir>n  nnd  (h«  Canada 
cxpcdkmn. 

To  Major-Gcneral  Gates,  February  gth  .         .       362 

Reply  nai  conc^osive'-Convay  pTemmahJy  has  i^vr^'  infor- 
mant—Kucan  0*  forgery — Re*]iiy  of  nuu:ti  allowed-  Lccicr 


CO/^rTEATTS  OF  VOL.  VI. 


xm 


iU<tf  ■bo«M  havv  hmva  prortaca^d— At  to  pnvacv  corr<tpondeao» 
eipcdcccc- 

To  Brigade r-Gcncral  Wayne.  Fcbr«ar>'9th 

ItulmrtJiin*- 

To  Sir  Willutm  Howe.  February  lOtli 

AStin  «€  conveniioa  Ifoofs  under  Ihe  cemtfcl  ol  Cofifrt**— 
TnatDCBt  oJ  pri»jncrs — Diflcietico  ha  w  itn  exchfiacc — CDia> 
niialDam  lo  ai«<— Sritlvnient  of  nci>aiin[«. 

To  Uajor*<j«neral  McDougatl,  February  i3tH    , 

Rmsoa  lor  vUhing  him  lo  conduct  In^ntry  on  lou  <i|  foru. 

To  ^(ajor*Gcncra)  Gates,  February  14th     , 
To  Governor  lAvlvrg^Xon,  Fcbnj^iry  14th 

DivUcae*  or  ^taj  nol  Ld  be  muKcmcd— U  iffChl  dcccwIt 
lor  iDiiplinu 
To  Rkhftrd  Henry  Lcc,  Fcbruar>'  15th 

V«f«4  ktitn  hf  Ifce  eacmy— ComwtllU  gone  to  Kiigl»»4^ 
Rcformi  ttocaimrf. 

To  Governor  Geo?^  CHnton,  February  uSth 

Alannins  uiaiibn  of   vniy  wilK  ruprcl   t»   provivl 
Spnptonii  of  ril«oBtent  *pp**rtn|— Proiiwct*  lof  furore  sop 

Address,  Febrvaiy  I  Sih 

To  William  Duer,  F<"bruary  jiftt 

Pr«7<ct  10  iiiTc«I  the  Cwlincbtal  <«mp  and  cut  0?  mppUg^ 
RauoDt  i^intt  wrh  >  tf hrr^r. 

To  tbc  President  of  CongrcM,  February  27th 

Cllfit  tgaian  often  tbout  10  b«  triad— Gonertl  H^lmyler 
ntri    5f  rntirri     Hnnrf  fit  Pntnim — RRib*rrviainen[itconh<cCc(] 
wUh  Vusnanginifiit^A  mijur-i^nira]  for  Rhode  T^linH. 

To  Biyan  Fairfax,  March  ist      .         .        .         . 

Frf«adihlp  nortisngcd  bf  political  dinerrti^ftn— Hi«  prnpfhr 
vojvfv  tc  Eagtand'^Gnai  BriloiD  d^ca  not  want  pMo»  ■  Artj' 
6cu  of  lb«  cDoiiT- 

To  President  Wliarton,  March  ;th      , 

Wnendoci  d  qnutcmuuicn  «nd  coitamtu4rio — Dciirca  t 
pen  uTil  avUign'Tir— Nvtoftflici  uf  ilic  vvif- 

To  ColoocJ  Geoq£e  Bayloi,  MaivJi  41I1 
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To  the  Prcfiident  of  Congre**,  M;irch  ^th  . 

Viiildliiiii  1/  H  (Inn  ^^  trui:<  —  C[>iJi]>1icnIJime  AiEciitLjn^  4a 
Htcbani:*  of  pri«iiirrt— A  rr^cbrion  nf  TrtngrFra  invf^Wing  tn 
infracli4ii  <fi  i^H  cngigmtnU  with  Mnwt-  Sicpi  [phcn  4ad  the 
lucltuiily  ufulei  whii-ti  Le  AcIcU — A  new  (Un-JitivD  mimcKed— - 
Seulcincm  ol  accounit — FrrviiKng  i-rHlimenl  \n  favHi  of  an 
uchuige-^Bn  no!  lo  thock  notiana  of  j^nenl  jutiice  And 
hDUi»ity— ^Evflt  Id  br  Aiiii^tbciidoiJ  U  puticy  it  jidlicdd  Iq^ 
Clminttanfei    urging   an   nchangfr — How?'i    AmStgitiij»  — ' 

To  Brigadier-General  Parsons,  March  8th  . 

pTCjpOMil  Htlppipt  10  cjiptim  Gpnerul  Qinion, 

To  the  Marqiiisdc  Laf:iyetle,  March  loth 

Api>rclicraiJtfn5  U  vtiuurc  for  Canoilo  ejptiiiilon — Divcrtion 
n^iflht  New  Vork 

To  Licutenant-Genera!  Burgoyno,  March  nth  . 
EKfaanGe  of  amrtct^ct— 'lympiiEliy  f  jr  hli  tiiujuJon. 

To  George  Willbm  Fairfax,  March  1  ith    . 

Maiuf^cmcRl  <t{  hu  Vi^nin  properly — PcnoniU  dcwa. 

To  the  Prc&idcni  of  Congress,  March  xzth 

Eivrnjftiont  of  fLtii«nt  (roii>  cflphvity— The  ncfaflngc  of 
Ceiiertl  Lee— Enliiting  piiuji^m  »ud  dt«itcr»^-SucitMe»  uf 
ilaptitm  Bftffy— ReEuiniiou  of  prices. 

To  Robert  R.  Livingston,  March  I3th 

Un  rvnovftl  of  Pmnum  From  Thr  cotnmafifl  or  rhp  HighlaniJii 
^Dcfeace  i:i(  the  posu  on  liuilviti'A  Hivei. 

To  the  Commisfiioncrs  of  Indian  Affairs,  March  13th, 

EntpLoymcnt  of  IndMiu. 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  March  14th 

Puloiki'B  priolllon  In  thr  irmf^HU  iiropn^iliitn  lo  niir  in 
mdepm^snt  corpv^vuisgc^tiobt. 

To  frovcrnor  Livingston^  March  14th 

The  li^ht  hone — ?jii*i»ioiit  Jind  dc^rlc^s — rulvki. 

To  Major-Gcncial  McDougalK  March  iCih 

Comtol  inquiry — PIhvcI  in  crommund  on  ihv  Hudior- — 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  March  i6th 

The  coaiinajidjiIIhrHlch]4iid^AiipoinLmrii1  nf  McDuUEoIl 
— Hropvted  eKpedrtioa  into  Cuudo — Albui;  «n  itDpfOper  pUcc 
fot  nn  Amend  or  mft{ulne. 
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To  Pmldent  Howdoin,  March  f;th    .         .        .        . 

KiiliMivcAl  of  dociterh— KviU  «tid  tL4q£fint  altcfuiifi£   Ibc 

To  Brif^ief -General  Cadwalader,  March  aoth  . 

To  the  President  of  Congr^^s,  March  3IM 

lUoU  af  tr»p»  Uam  the  ncrth— Rmb't  chAfKci  icaUM  Dr, 
SUppcn. 
To  Sir  William  Howe.  March  22d       .         .         .         . 

Rkiik  ol  Ei^an  Ailro — I'l-Dlpit  agaiott  %nv^\  of  Kobicu«n 
•k4  (^t— The  ov*  «f  Brook) ;  of  McM«hoii  «nd  Cunoran— 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  March  34th 

PnbftUc  iTitpmion*  fi  llmrp— ro^irion  n(  iht  army— 
dntnl  tAocn — Gtoml  lempcr  of  ih«  ufiiy — Trrxipi  from 
1^  iQvth — Tlic  po4ls  id  ibc  niffhUhdA. 

To  John  Tentant,  March  —        ,     '    . 
CqndlLlont  under  which  he  b  cmpTcijvd. 
To  Maior-GencAl  Armstrong,  March  27tH 

Appttlkniiloiit  on  abljuninif  rvcniir^^Pftivitiaii  for  tufVr- 
0Bnina7.«fio«n-*Iiit«nial  di»«cuD«n*  ojnd  diTinon*— Fraadu' 
knL  pnct(ce»— Drltbh   olUccn  a  dUiufling   demenl— iVnn- 

To  F^rick  Ilcary.  March  27th 

An  «aoayifro«««UcL— IriTJLfit  icTimT  vh«a  <lHCTTcd. 

To  Patrick  Henry,  M;ircU  28!li 

I>eiircb  jLilirubdiioii  uf  hiA  caunlry — RviiEi  Uie  huppMcd 
vriltr  of  ihr  ADotijmnii)  Uttrr— Obtjrcl  of  ihcvabal. 

To  Governor  Tniinbiitl,  March  3i.*<t    .        .        .        . 

*^ie  «)f  the  %tnty — Hu*c'b  tnFcntiou&^l-tvUt  iihould  b« 
>cnt  CoTWd—Connectictil  iroop*  wtU  provided  for. 

To  Thomas  McKean,  April  i»t 

Op  iiuMDoaLiig  iitLncvci  (ruia  Fhikitdphlft. 
ToCoJoncI  JosiasC  Hall,  April  jd   , 

Kb  HBtfMr  fvt  divnbrd^nLCc  of  onlen 

To  the  President  of  Co&grcss.  April  dth     . 

HtBlmiMMiiiiili  oMBvd  hf  ravel  Litiont.  n(  Cojii^r—  Kn- 
Jarrii^  pa)Vi«Dl  ki  specie  (or  lupplict  to  Uiitiah  pri»nen 
^Floblfnft  tnfeolfvd  in  iifgoTiacing  m  nchnng^Kcstc"'*'*^"* 
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AnnngoDioQl  of  the  arm^^Ncfts&iiy  of  m&king  provision  U/t 
ofEcvr^ — Peraonalinitfrtiiin  ihc  inaiict — Prcr*iJtci*  of  recmjcing 
m  tfu  «Ai — Eviit  of  'lc|j>ycri  tcUon — RbLgnntiDnfi  tn  the  Vir- 
j^niii  line — Tlw    question  of  clothing — LflfufcKc  and  DcRolb 

tU  BTEivC   ill   CAlLip, 

To  Colonel  Mathiaa  Ogder,  April  13th 

On   prnpa^cl   Mtempi   Fo  ijhfFKfc   Afnertf^n    prluitFrt  on 

Long  IfelnnJ. 

To  the  Tresident  of  Congress.  April  iStli  . 

miliiln — Nojih'*    ct>nciIifltory    blKs — Congrcu    ihould    ciprue 
thv  ini(iiliv«»id  fraud. 

To  ihc  General  Officers  h\  Camp,  April  3t)th 

Plin  of  cftDipoIen  Vi  lie  decided  upt>u. 

To  John  Banister,  April  2lBt 

DdiJ>«  ill  vnsiiiEiiii*  innr^Raiiftialiuq  oJ  officcnacij  ibt 
mntftr^ronttoBE  hetw^rin  ptwii'^n  nt  othMi  iti  Knfivh  And 
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To  GouvcrnciLr  Morris,  April  25tli      ....      4^5 

The  oumposjti&n  of  ihe  ouneil  of  w at— Coram ardci  of  artil' 
Iciy  «hou]d  be  prcKnt^lIopc  for  Lhe  belter. 

To  the  President  of  Congrcw,  April  JSlh   .         .        ,      497 

Pendfog  amvd  of  cdmpiuiionen  Iron  England — KamMol 

commliilonen. 
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THE  WRITINGS  OF 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM* 

Chester,  i  Augnst,  1777.* 

Dr  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  intelligence  by  ex- 
press, that  the  enemy's  fleet  yesterday  morning 
about  eight  o'clock  sailed  out  of  the  Capes  in  an 
eastern  course.  This  surprising  event  gives  me  the 
greatest  anxiety,  and»  unless  every  possible  exertion 
is  made,  may  be  productive  of  the  happiest  conse- 
quences to  the  enemy,  and  the  most  injurious  to  us. 
I  have  desired  General  Sullivan's  division,  and  the 
two  brigades  that  left  you  last,  immediately  to  return 
and  recross  the  river,  and  shall  forward  on  the  rest 
of  the  army  with  all  the  expedition  in  my  power.  I 
have  also  written  to  General. Clinton  requesting  him 
instantly  to  reinforce  you,  with  as  many  militia  of 
the  State  of  New  York  as  he  can  collect ;  and  you 
are,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  send  on  an  express  to 
Governor  Trumbull,  urging  it  upon  him  to  assist 
you,  with  as  many  of  the  Connecticut  militia  as  he  can 
get  together,  and  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 

*  A  letier  to  General  Greene  of  thu  date  is  written  from  the  City  TA^em  At 
Philadelphia.  Qiheis  ar«  dated  from  Chester  on  DelaWiire,  Bt  9,30  and  10 
o'clock  P.M. 
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The  importance  of  preventing  Mr.  Howe's  getting 
possession  of  the  Highlands  by  a  £oup  de  matn  h 
inRnitc  to  America  ;  and,  in  the  present  situation  of 
things^  every  effort  that  can  be  thuught  of  must  be 
used.  The  probabiltiy  of  his  going  10  the  eastward 
is  exceedingly  small,  and  the  iU  effects  that  might 
attend  such  a  step  inconsiderable  in  comparison  with 
those,  that  would  inevitably  attend  a  successful  stroke 
upon  the  Highlands.  Connecticut  cannot  be  in  more 
danger  through  any  channel  than  this,  and  every 
motive  of  its  own  inceresc  and  the  general  good 
demand  its  utmost  endeavors  to  give  you  ctTectual 
assistance.  Governor  Trumbull  will  I  trust  be  sensi- 
ble of  this,     I  am,  &c.' 

■  "]  lMdproctc^«dtliiuUclnar4uiokob«uHoripfopflrpkc<fiO  ftFt*rigQ 
tbv  UtOf,  when  I  ictcit^il  the  [jruTuLifiiE  Jtvdunl  llul  Uic  ciuutT'i  llnrt  Utt 

fhtOpMOf  tJrfiwfcre  jMTcfdny,  kind  veacd  easiwird  a^tin.  I  thAl3  return 
tf;4in  with  ibfl  uimotl  opcdiiion  ti^  Ehc  Norlb  JUvcr  ;  liul  u^  a  suJdtn  vtroltc  in 
L'citaifilr  iDlcndwl  by  ibJi  aiaawuvct,  )  boe  viru  vrtj)  Eiikiiic^iii(lr«kLI  iu  c<«iy 
man  ol  The  militu  thnt  ynu  po*»iMy  i*ti  tn  ^rpngThpn  the  lligliJtDil  po«tv 
I'bc  irnpt>rUncc  of  Fort  Moni^mery  U  ifloh,  that  1  wi&Ii  you  to  rqiait  (iihti*- 
i)j»UZf  Id  lE.  if  ygu  iHiMhihl)'  uui,  tuimttciit  tttVh  tlic  iutic^  uf  ihc  ofUcT  Upon 
which  ymi  Uivfl  newly  pftiafrrt,  A  p"t)F  muKbeKill  kopt  toucun^ihtfritrATicc 
of  lh«  DoTF."*'f^«4f'V^w  i'  (ivvrnttr  Grt/^  CUnitn,  I  AusUkt,  T777. 

A>  Wuldn^loti  f««icil  ihaL ''  if  d»y  L>f  tlie  iro[>p«  cnlcr  thitciiy  [PhiluleU 
phla].  It  will  on];  xi^nA  ii>  drbwch  iJi^m. "  thry  w^re  ortlFcwl  to  bill  ■!  Gvr- 
miLiitown,  tftii  ttDCt  Qidart  giv«n  Ihu  tio  oHimt  or  coldifr  u-«i  Lo  con*  into 
HiildOctiiliJii  411  4iiT  AC<«uat. 

On  the  Jd.  word  wu  broughl  that  Ihe  (Tecr  Aftaagfllnoff  l!ie  Capo,  which  pnw 
4iUM4i  nich  unCfirFflinty  Dik  to  iruluce  Wat^hin^Edn  re  iuue  tlio  arder  kumcnArnDil 
Lp  ihc  lirst  (ttraipnjih  iit  hiiL  ktUr  to  ni?iciiu>i  TniiabLill  of  Auf;u!Al  4tli. 

"With  ff^pra  tn  [ho  Tory,  who  vm  tnnJ  and  ctfctrtft!  by  ynur  nrtlrr, 
thou|£h  hill  crime  VI Bi  he^novi  enough  to  detprvc  rhi*  t»l?  he  mrl  with,  and 
thuui^U  t  uu  ^vuvhiccJ  VU11  mlcvl  in  the  A^dir  wiih  a  j^ood  iinci^Uan,  yi:L  [ 
mnnnt  hut  With  it  Imrl  noi  happrnfMl.  In  the  TmE  pldccj  IT  w-u  1  miiltcr,  Chat 
did  net  cotnt  wilhir  Iho  juripdiction  of  martUI  Uw»  and  tliarvfarr  the  whole 
proCHdInc  wu  irrcfivUr  nnd  iUcfi^l.  &nd  wJU  have  a  Lendency  to  cuile  dn- 
CDOUDI.  jf^Louiiy,  and  mnnriiin  anifinfl  tht»  p4*np1«,       In  ih«   t«cnnd.  If  the 
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GEORGE  WASHJNCTON. 


TO   THE    PReSlDENT    OF    CONCRESfL 

Sir. 

Your  favor  of  this  dace,  with  its  enclosures,  is  now 
before  m&  At  the  same  time  that  1  express  my 
thanks  for  the  hi^h  mark,  of  confidence  whicli  Con- 
gress have  been  pleased  ro  repose  in  mc  by  their 
Resolve,  authori2ing  mc  to  send  an  Officer  to  com- 
mand the  norlliern  army.  I  diuiild  wish  to  be  excused 
from  making  the  appointment.  For  this  many 
reasons  might  be  mentioned,  whict^  1  am  persuaded^ 
will  occur  to  Congres*fc  upon  reflection.  The  northern 
department  in  a  great  measure  has  been  considered 
a5  separate,  and  more  peculiarly  under  their  dtrec* 
tioa ;  and  the  oflScers  commanding  there  always  of 
their  nomination.  I  have  never  interfered  further 
than  merely  to  advise,  and  to  give  such  aids  as  were 
in  my  power,  on  the  requisitions  of  those  oflficers. 
The  present  situation  of  that  department  is  delicate 
and  critjcnl,  and  the  choice  of  an  officer  to  the  com- 

tiW  ccmM  prepnl)r  htvr  \trn  xnxAe  bjr  a  Coun-Minlil.  ■«  tlifl  <^vi«j<in  yvu 
owmiiif  ia  onlf  a  A^cai^mFnt  Fi«n  the  army,  4Qd  you  cuinol  huve  b«n  i^on- 
•kkft4  «i  tn  A  icpAnIc  d4;p*rlin«Lt1,  ihctf  is  none  of  our  flrtldu  uf  w%t  tlut 
«in  |v4iff  yovr  iriflniiii^  %  a:^Ai/|rt]itu]iriivTit.  vven  on  n  iii>Uli«r,  much  Inu 
«ii  cttucft.  1  m«alii>Q  Uie>e  tbinj^t  ten  ytrnt  (mun  gLTverirniffni.  it  otiAt  U 
part  (Abooi  be  rcctlled.  The  icmjKr  of  the  AmeHcma,  mA  ll>c  priocipLci  ot) 
»Uch  dkv  prrMUt  conCctt  turns,  will  tiot  CDUiitcnui»   proc»diDgt  ct   thU 

"  Fran  the  rcprocniiiicn  m«dc  lo  ai«  rcspc<ting  fiiowu  ^  Muti>Ei)r.  I  ifacn 
Ifeoo^l  It  twcaraf  neoavuy  la  ckocuu  one  of  Ilicm  hy  wny  of  ci^mfilc  ;  but  u 
TCMtfVof  optfrioa  tliu  \ht  nM«««tiy  ik  En  «Ame  [k^tt^f  nmnwl,  and  Imm  lal# 
4i«covcfi«»  tW  tbcn  i*M  i>i>wbLlity  af  Ehrir  not  Wm^  £i>iJiy.  )ou  hire  mf  fm 
CQQfiH  W  pardon  ibcui  bolb.  m»  it  Li  my  mcai  ilncvrc  with,  ihm  vlietkcvcr  np 
»•  ffnlTT  of  4n  «rr#i  in  mAttfROl  thuiMlur*^  u  may  he  on  iTie  ildc  ol  mcny 
MdforctvCA«»«'— J''«ii'VA<«d)r  ^m<^tf/^W^Virii,  10  AupuU  1777- 
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mand  may  involve  yzry  interesting  and  important 
consequences.' 

It  is  certainty  necessary,  that  a  body  of  mtlitia  should 
be  immediately  called  out  to  reinforce  the  northern 
army.  In  the  conferertce  which  your  commitEee  hui> 
ored  me  with  yesterday  evening,  I  mentioned  the  num- 
ber which  1  thought  sutficient ;  But  my  opinion  on  this 
point.and  the  apjiortion  i  ng  them  to  the-  different  Stales, 
I  wish  to  submit  to  Congress,  who  can  best  determine 
Uic  Quotas  that  should  come  from  eacli»  1  would  only 
observe,  that  Connecticut  and  Ni^w  York  are  already, 
and  may  be  again,  called  on^  to  afford  succors  to  the 
army  at  Pcckskill.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c*^ 

<  CcDfteu  liftd  i«»4dvtid  «P  the  iBt  af  A«c«i1  th^l  Gvncnl  ^cYMjUt  dwaM 
rquir  lo  hcad'^ufti'tcEf .  anil  thai  "  General  WuhinEtun  5houl<l  Lie  directed  t« 
order  wiL'h  grnrrfcl  nllicrr  UK  he  sh^m^d  think  pr<>pPT  to  fppnif  to  the  fiflrlheni 
dcpArinifliE  \iy  rfli4«c  Major-Geaefal  ,Schiiylcf  m  hit  cammBiid/'  It  wai  in 
couacquvncT  cf  ibit  iciohc,  tfaii  ilo  abovr  laltc:  hu  writlcn-  Tlic  ilay  aflcr 
the  Kulve  w«  pnurd,  Gf-neral  Wishington  r«*;ved  a  iPHer  fmm  the  N*v 
Eofikrit!  4«Icg:4lci  in  CcHutcM,  u  f<tllvw*;— 

"  At  Conij'Wt  tiavc  aulhudj^cJ  your  Extirllenc^  Uthcad  «  pfV|Ki  oCtccr  lo 
talceitif  tommaml  in  Fhr  nortTierri  dfpnrtmen^  wr  ml*  lh«  libfrFf  tofignify 
lo  yoBf  Eii«I!*T»cy,  Ihiil,  in  ffl|^<»|■»ni^Jn^  iifj  mnn  will  be  more  likely  lo  nttorc 
hBniitrny»  oidci,  and  diulpUnc,  anrl  ictrrvc  our  alTiin  in  ihftt  qUATLTi  lb«n 
Major-Gpncral  Gaict.  H«  hii  on  nppnmce  ac^kilrpd  [he  fonlidencc,  and 
flUfiils  high  ID  the««l«rni,  of  the  eaatvia  SEate^wid  froapx.  Wiih  c«n&cten«lB 
jruuf  ttikdvui  ^c  cberifaUT  httJinil  it  lu  ^\mi  Eicdlcncy'a  cnntidcratiuc.  and 
havci  uVrn  rhU  nirlh^Ml  in  rommiimralT  i>iir  wn1imi!nl!i,  judgirig  it  would  £lve 
yon  Ubi  troubl*  than  a  pencmal  *|>pUc4ilion,  Wt  arv,  with  great  rfit?m,  your 
Bac^Utfntr's  moti  obcdlcnl  aad  mcnt  huaiblc  <<rviuits^" 

Th?  nri^inol  of  Ihit  paper  1c  in  ihc  hin<1wriiing  of  ^muel  Adflmt,  and  \\ 
ligned  by  Oic  loMowing  names  in  the  order  in,  which  lUey  bfire  lUod^  John 
AJaudr  StiJLBiiid  FoUiim.  Samuel  Adiiiis,  Hrnry  MAdnbarii,  HI  bridge  <*crT7, 
KliphalEl  Dyrr,  Willinm  Wlllinm^.  An  unrpavdnahle  i^rrjudice  piisEPd  3i^n*t 
Conoral  Schuylrr  among  ib«  people  of  ihc  New  England  Slaiee.  and  vb>  »» 
■tra(k|;lx  ciprcwcd  in  CcneieiA  ai  io  Ind  \m  \i\s  tuipuutioii  fioni  (ommand- 
HlFlory  has  tlonc  full  juaice  lo  the  luirioifum  ind  activity  of  ScllUjIcr.  of 
*fh«*  effort  (jA|«4  rHp«d  the  advaDt0|<e,— J>]jMrix. 

'  Road  In  Congrru.  Auguiil  4th. 
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GEOItGE   trjiSffl^CTOAT. 


TO   GOVERKOK    TKUUHUIJ* 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  aSih 
ultima  I  confess  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  is  dis- 
tressing beyond  measure,  and  past  our  comprehen- 
sion. On  Thursday  and  Friday  last  their  fleet,  con- 
sisting of  tvro  hundred  and  twenty-eight  sail,  were 
beAting  off  the  Capes  of  Delaware-  as  if  they  intended 
lo  come  in.  From  this  circumstance,  nobody  doubted 
but  that  Philadelphia  wa^  the  iminediate  object  of 
their  expedition,  and  that  they  would  commence  their 
operations  as  soon  as  possible  They  have  stood  out 
to  s«a  again,  but  how  far.  or  where  they  are  going, 
remains  to  be  known.  From  their  entire  command 
of  the  water  they  derive  immense  advantages,  and 
distress  us  much  by  harassing  and  marching  our 
trtmps  from  post  lo  post,  I  wish  we  could  fix  on 
their  destination  ;  in  such  case  1  should  hope  we 
would  be  prepared  to  receive  them. 

I  had  been  advised  before  thai  the  Northern  anny 
had  taken  pos:  below  Fort  Edward.  1  am  told  by 
those  acquainted  with  the  country-,  that  Fort  Edward 
is  not  tenable,  -inii  ihnt  the  grounds  where  the  army 
now  is  are  good  and  pretty  defensible.  I  hope  they 
will  prove  so  on  trial  If  Fort  Edward  was  so 
situated,  and  the  evacuation  necessary,  though  [ 
regret  the  expense  incurred  in  building  the  barracks, 
etc.  yet  their  destruction  might  be  advisable,  as 
otherwise  ihey  would  have  afforded  shelter  ^nd  pro* 
tectton  to  the  enemy-  I  should  be  happy,  if  I  could 
spare  the  reinforcement  of  Continental  troops  which 
you  mention*     But  it  cannot  be  done.     We  now  feci 
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senisibly  the  fatal  consequences  arising  from  the 
deficiency  in  our  regiments,  and  that  languor  which 
has  but  too  generally  prevailed  throughout  the  Slates. 
\i  the  quota  of  men  exacted  from  the  States  were 
complete.  Tve  could,  with  great  ease,  check  the  prog- 
ress of  General  Biirgoyne,  and  bid  defiance  to  all 
their  armies.  I  trust,  however,  though  this  is  not 
our  condition,  and  though  matters  do  appear  some- 
what gloomy  at  present,  that  a  steady  perseverance ^ 
and  our  spirited  exertions,  will  put  things  right  again. 
It  behooves  every  man  to  turn  out  and  act  with 
vigor  at  this  juncture.  Every  motive  of  self-preser- 
vation, of  liberty,  and  happiness,  has  a  claim  upon  our 
efforts,  and  requires  our  aid.  Surely  the  militia  do 
not  mean  to  be  supine  spectators  of  their  own  and 
their  country's  ruin,  I  cannot  entertain  so  ungen- 
erous a  thought,  and  one  so  unworthy  and  deroga- 
tory of  their  former  characters. 

The  panic,  I  flatter  myself,  is  nearly  subsided,  and 
I  doubt  not  but  they  will  give  the  army  every  possible 
assistance.  The  inquiry  you  mention  will  cert;iinly 
be  made,  and  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  I  suppose 
as  soon  AS  circumstances  wilt  admit  it 

I  have  the  hanur  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir,  &C- 


TO  GOVERNOR   HENRY, 


Sir, 

The  great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  which  lias  at- 
tended the  recruiting  service  in  most  of  the  States. 
and  the  little  advantage  derived  from  it,  has  induced 


Congress  to  recommend  the  executive  powers  of 
each,  to  adopt  certain  new  regulations,  for  promoting 
this  important  and  essential  business,  And  for  talcing 
it  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  army- 
Tbe  resolve  on  this  subject,  and  the  regulations 
recommended,  passed  on  the  31st  ultimo  ;  and  will, 
1  presume,  be  transmitted  you  by  the  President." 

I  will  not  urge  tht  oxp^^dlcncy  of  carrying  this 
proceeding  into  immediate  execution.  I  shall  only 
observe  that  the  necessity  is  obvious,  and  that  it  de* 
mands  our  most  active  attention.  The  principal 
cause  of  my  troubling  you  at  this  time  is,  to  request 
that,  after  the  persons  recommended  are  appointed 
in  your  5t«ite.  you  would  be  pleased  to  transmit  me 
their  names,  their  places  of  residence,  and  those  de- 
signed for  the  rendezvous  of  recruits  and  deserters. 
As  soon  as  I  am  advised  upon  these  subjects^  I  shall 
recall  all  the  officers,  who  are  recruiting;,  and  order 
tbcm  forthwith  to  join  their  respective  corps.  Before 
I  conclude*  !  would  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  the 
success  of  this  interesting  busineSK^  in  all  its  parts, 

TW  pUo  RfxamendciJ  by  CaDgrcsi  mi,  lh*l  qiicIi  StAie  dicutd  be  <UvLilcd 
dliOricUv  &ad  *  pe(V](i  be  «|>jjul[iCeil  lo  tni>e  ftcrulu  itt  eitcb  ^iHtflul,  Ibc 
Id  b*  MuJcr  ihc  ditrciioa  of  the  SiaTe  duihoritin.     S*ciiriiy  wm  to  be 
of  c^cy  ttith  ftccul  toi  a  faithful  duchaixc  cf  hu  dutjr  p  *i^d,  u  *  full 
ifuukn  for  Ula  trvub1«  «ad  rjiij<^>itf,  her  wsi  to  rcnivb  fi^fii  tidlan  lor 
«ble-bodi«i  NCTVtt.  ihM  hi-  th'^Dl't  mlid  iut  thrvv  VfOR,  r%r  ^tnrtng  the 
The  lUiu  ifcnl  >ib  cm^K/vucd  19  iaLc  up  ttocnen,  utA  allo««<l  five 
tot  c^tty  t\cK!Ki  he  iihuuUl  itfcurt     Tbe  rci:TiiiU  rfc(c  nxorcovci  pcf- 
lo  ytn  any  rt0fD0ni  ^r  «jnii>Aiiy,  wliifh  TTiry  ibmrlt!  t:han%f  «t  lUe  lime 
nUiieJ.  if  mth  wv^mtnt  cr  compBi]'  w(u  nM  tlread]'  lull,  viil  in  [bftl 
ikfy  m^t  cbocvr  tny  utbct.     G«iim]  Wa^liinEii^in  wah  direclrd  tu  tall  la 
'•il  lh«  ConViPMklal  cfficm  Ihm  Ahvni  on  ib^  rrmiifiin  ^rmce,  cBCppi  snrh  ms 
vcn  nciff  »tj  10  vec«i>*  MCtuiti,  and  fnu<ch  thrm  lo  the  aniiy.-'^(tbfif«li, 
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will  depend  much  upon  a  judidous  choice  of  those, 
who  arc  to  be  employed  in  it.  and  that,  I  think,  the 
districts  should  not  be  too  lar^  and  extensive.  I 
have  the  honor,  &c' 


to  the  council  07  safety  op  new  vork. 

Ghntlemen, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  by  your  several  favors 
of  the  25th.  27th,  &  30th  of  July.  The  misfortune 
at  Ticonderoga  ha?i  given  a  very  disa^n-eeable  turn  to 
our  afTairs,  and  has  thrown  a  gloom  upon  the  pros- 
pect, which  the  campaign,  previous  to  that  event, 
afforded  But  I  am  in  great  hopes,  that  the  ill  cor< 
sequences  of  it  will  not  continue  long  to  operate. 
and  that  the  jealousies  and  alarms,  which  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  an  event  his  produced  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  both  of  your  Slate  and  to  the  eastward. 
will  soon  subside,  and  ^ve  place  to  the  more  rational 
dictates  of  self-preservation,  and  a  regard  to  the  com- 
mon good.  In  fact,  the  worst  efTect  of  that  event  is. 
that  it  has  served  to  produce  those  distrusts  and  ap- 

■  Th]t»  Xtlittf  wia  Itkcwiir  tcnr  lU  h  tirculuT  to  nil  ih«  SlAfi^  north  nf  Viv- 
giqia. 

"  Vou  wiJ[  pcrcdvc  bj  the  flDCt«^  (ppy  ^r  «  Ictkc  from  Conareiv,  that  ihc^ 
ba«v  dFiliiif<)  ^4>u  ta  thp  fommnn-l  of  Eh^  anny  tnthe  nonhcrn  <rlcF«rinDnr,  and 
hove  diMc;^  ms  t*  «Jci  you  imnioJiilflly  to  rfl^flir  lo  X)\x\  po»i.  I  ha^e 
thcfcfDfc  h>  lioirc  jvu  will,  ill  |>uf»UAi]i:e  of  tlicjt  jolcMliun,  prKCCif  Eu  the 
|]|iicf  (if  yciur  rlpnMTiiUioM,  wjrh  ail  ihri  ftptE^iTinn  ymi  cnw.  unH  inWr  upin  jinu 
Ihp  toramariH  oi  th«  tiofthwrn  inn]' ti«on1inKly-  WKhing  >ua  tu<cc«.  ftnd 
thit  jrgu  iiu>  »pv«dilr  be  aUg  <o  reaic-K  ihc  fbcc  M  ^ilAii>  in  ihAltiiMiUi^*  I  uia, 
vlih  grcai  rt^nrd.  Sir.  youn;,  ^c'^iy^/timgita  a>  Af^^Gfnrt^  Gates,  4 
Aiijunt,  1777. 
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prehensions :  for.  if  the  matter  were  coolly  and  dispas- 
sionately considered,  there  would  be  nothing  found 
so  formidable  in  Mr  Burgoync  and  the  force  under 
him.  with  all  his  successes,  as  to  countenance  tlic  least 
degree  of  despondency  ;  and  experience  would  show, 
that  even  the  modcmte  exertions  of  the  States,  more 
immediately  interested,  would  be  sufficient  Co  check 
hU  career,  ami.  perhaps,  convert  theadvantai^es  ht  has 
gained  into  hi^  ruin.  Butwhilepeoplecontinue  to  view 
hat  has  happened  through  the  medium  of  suspicion 
and  fear,  there  is  no  saying  to  what  length  an  enter- 
prising man  may  push  his  good  (orlunc  I  have  the 
uUcst  conhdcncCn  that  no  endeavors  of  the  Council 
will  be  wanted  to  bring  your  State  (with  the  distresses 
of  which  I  am  deeply  affected)  to  every  effort  it  is 
pahle  of  making  in  its  present  mutilated  sittiation  ; 
d  they  may  rely  upon  it,  that  no  means  in  my  power 
shall  be  unemployed  to  cooperate  with  them,  in  the 
danger  that  presses  upori  the  State,  and  through  it 
threatens  the  continent.  If  1  do  not  give  so  effectual 
aid  as  1  could  wish  to  the  northern  army,  it  is  not  for 
irant  o(  inclination,  nor  (ron  bcin^  too  little  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  doin;;  it.  It  is  because  the 
state  of  alTairs  in  this  quarter  will  not  possibly  admit 
of  It.  It  would  be  the  height  of  impolicy  to  weaken 
ourselves  too  much  here,  in  order  to  increase  our 
strength  there;  and  it  must  certainly  be  considered 
more  difficult,  an  well  as  of  greater  moment,  tocontrd 
the  main  army  of  the  enemy,  than  an  inferior  and  I 
may  say  dependent  one  ;  for  it  is  pretty  obvious,  that, 
if  General  Howe  can  be  completely  kept  at  bay.  and 
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prevented  effecting  his  principal  purposes,  thcsucccsses 
of  Mr.  Burgoyne,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  be 
partial  and  temporary. 

Nothing  that  [  can  do  shall  be  wanting  to  rouse  the 
eastern  States,  and  excite  tWem  to  those  eiiertions, 
which  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  so  urgently  demands. 
I  lament  that  they  have  not  yet  done  more ;  that  so 
few  of  their  militia  have  come  into  the  fields  and  that 
those  few  have  behaved  so  inconsistent  with  the  duty 
they  owe  their  country,  at  this  critical  period.  But  1 
have  nevertheless  great  reliance  upon  those  Stales. 
I  know  they  are  capable  of  powerful  efforts,  and  that 
their  attachment  to  the  cause»  notwithstanding  they 
may  be  a  little  tardy,  will  not  allow  them  long  to 
withhold  their  aid,  at  a  time  when  their  own  safety, 
that  of  a  sister  State,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
safety  of  the  continent  call  for  their  greatest  zeal  and 
activity.'  I  flatter  myself,  that  the  presence  of  Gen- 
erals Lincoln  and  Arnold,  in  the  northern  department, 
will  have  a  happy  effect  upon  them.  Those  gentle 
men  possess  much  of  theirconfidence»  particularly  (he 
former,  than  whom  there  is  perhaps  no  man  from  the 

^  "Gcnl  SchLijrler  uj^ct  llie  naccAiEy  of  fdrllicrRcinfoiisbctiu.  jiLle^nt  duf 
he  derivei  no  nKkrnnce  from  i}i«  mililit  Vuur  piMT  \i  Ihe  only  on^  frnm 
wheoce  x  RaDtDrcemejit  can  immediately  be  $eaE ;  but  de  I  w4uliL  nol  vuh  to 
wcaktn  you,  ^^  III*  EotiD/  si^cqi  lo  t>«iid  (bfjr  coarx  a^fcin  (ovlMb  you,  iHilh* 
out  cr^nfukkng  yon,  T  ttesiTf  ihsT  jounnd  ihff  g«n«ra]  olTicEri  woutd  conildvrihe 
Bifttlei  fully,  tad,  if  you  think  you  tan  tpB-ro  CortUmtrs  «iiU  LiviogflOa't 
RcuijiiciiU,  ihfll  lhc>  atny  be  pul  h\  rtadmcu  to  muvc,  I  have  otdccEd  Ite 
hrftvy  [1au^ft|;r  cf  ilm  11711/ lu  be  iIitowii  uver  DclAwnre  it^iifL»  ami  holtS  thttncn 
JD  <onitAn(  rfladinea  to  march  (he  mamcDt  we  receiw  atiy  accoanta  of  th« 
Efjcojy.  I  ^cff  much  Apprr-zivc  of  your  throw  mg  Rcdout/lt  mi  J  ObslructioQfltt 
lh«  enmncc  of  tli?  pum  rear  your  poiits,  it  lh«y,  nlih  \hc  niLural  SirtDi^illof 
the  UrDund.  miul  render  th«  ipproacli  a1  an  Knemy  eitfcmely  difhcult  svlthoBt 
contidenble  luu." —  tVaihittgli/it  /*/  Majtrr-Ctturaf  J*mf/nifH .  7  Augufrl,  1777- 


m?] 


GEORGE  %VASHINGTON. 


It 


State  of  Massachusetts,  who  tJiijoys  more  tinivcrrsal 
esteem  and  popularity :  ami,  in  addition  to  that,  they 
may  both  be  considered  as  very  valuable  ofiiccrs- 

You  intimate  a  wish,  that  some  assistance  could  be 
drawn  from  the  southern  States  at  this  time.  But, 
while  things  remain  in  their  present  posture,  and  ap* 
pearance'i,  however  illusory  they  may  prove,  afford 
the  slrongfest  reason  to  keep  their  force  at  home,  to 
counteract  the  seeming  intentions  of  General  Howe, 
I  could  neither  ask  nor  expect  them  to  detach  any 
part  of  it  to  the  succor  of  the  northern  States,  which 
arc  so  well  able  to  defend  themselves  against  Che 
force  they  now  have  tn  oppose, 

I  hope  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  enemy's  force 
may  have  no  injurious  influence  on  our  measures. 
There  is  no  circumstance,  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, that  induces  me  to  believe  General  Bur- 
gojuc  can  have  more  than  six  or  seven  thousand 
men ;  and,  if  the  force  left  in  Canada  is  so  considera- 
ble, as  the  information  you  send  me  makes  it,  he 
cannot  have  even  so  many.  The  representations  of 
prisoners  and  deserters,  in  this  respect,  are  of  little 
validity.  Their  knowledge  is  alwa^'s  very  limited,  and 
their  intention,  particularly  the  former,  is  very  often 
bad.  Beyond  what  regards  the  state  of  their  own 
respective  companies,  no  attention  is  due  to  what  they 
say.  The  number  of  regiments,  your  informant 
mentions,  agrees  with  other  accounts.  But  in  the 
number  of  men  in  each  company^  he  gives  the  estab- 
lishment, not  1  am  persuaded  the  actual  state.  The 
British  army  in  Canada  last  campaign,  though  they 
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suffered  little  by  action,  must  have  decreased  materi- 
aliy  by  sickness  aid  other  casualties  ;  and  if  the 
recruits,  both  from  England  and  Germany,  bore  any 
proportion  lo  those,  who  h.ive  reinforced  General 
Howe,  the  state  of  their  regiments  muse  be  greatly 
inferior  to  what  your  information  supposes.  Reason- 
ing from  analogy,  as  far  as  it  will  apply.  I  cannot 
imagine  that  the  British  regiments  can  exceed  two 
hundi'ed  and  fifty  men  each,  fit  for  the  field,  or  that 
the  foreign  troops  can  amount  to  much  more  than 
three  thousand  men. 

The  appointment  of  General  Ch'nton  to  thft  govern- 
ment  of  your  State  is  an  event  th;it  in  itself  gives  me 
great  pleasure,  and  very  much  abates  the  regret  t 
should  otherwise  feel  for  the  loss  of  his  services  in  the 
military  line.  That  gentleman's  character  is  such,  as 
will  make  him  peculiarly  useful  at  the  head  of  your 
State,  in  a  situation  so  alarming  and  interesting,  as 
it  at  present  experiences.  For  the  future,  agreeable 
to  your  desire,  I  shall  direct  my  applications  to  him/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 


TO   JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHlN<;TOX. 

GHnMANTOWH,  WEAR  Pim-il>\,  5  AUglUl,  I7TT» 

Dear  Brother. 

Yuur  favors  of  the  2Jstof  June  from  Westmore- 
land, and  loth  ult  from  Fredricksburg.  are  both 
to  hand.     Since  General  Howe's  remove  from  the  Jer- 

'  Georgt  Cllnrnii  v>t  the  ^r&  gDwrnor  under  [h«  nvw  Consliftllii^n  of  Npw 
Vork.  He  vat  chMcn  in  Jvly,  And  iworn  into  oIEcb  \\  Km^it^n  on  Llt«  30th 
vf  Cl)4t  muatt:  «iid  aUh<iu£h  from  tti>  ^U  lie  cucrciicd  ihc  civil  (unclioob  oC 
hit  tiiUion.  y«T  he  i^ntmued  In  4.cilT«  oonimAnd  of  Ihe  mlUili  ol  chc  SlATe  tlfl 
fllret  lbs  AnlnW  tif  HuE^-oync, 
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9cy3,  the  troops  under  my  command  ha^'c  been  more 
harrassed  by  marching  &  coiintermarching,  than  by 
any  ihingf  thac  hafi  happened  to  them  in  the  course 
of  the  campaign.  After  GenL  Howe  had  im- 
barkvrd  his  Troops,  the  presumplion  that  he  woud 
operate  upon  the  Nortli  River,  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Burgoync.  was  so  strong,  that  1  re- 
moved from  Middle  Brook  to  Morristown.  and  from 
Morristown  to  the  Clove,  (a  narrow  pass  leading 
through  the  Highlands.)  about  eighteen  miles  from 
ihe  river  Indeed,  upon  some  pretty  strong  pr^ 
sumptive  e%'idence,  I  threw  two  divisions  over  die 
North  Rtver.  In  this  situation  we  lay  till  about  tlie 
34th  uIl,  when  receiving  certain  information,  that  the 
fleet  had  actually  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  (the 
outer  point  of  New  York  Harbor)  and  the  concurring 
M^timcnt  of  ever)'  one,  (tho  I  acknowledge  my 
doubts  of  it  were  f;trong,)  that  Philadelphia  was 
the  object,  we  countermarched  and  got  to  Coryell's 
Ferrj"'  on  the  Delaware,  (about  thirty-three  miles 
above  the  city,)  on  the  ^"ih,  where  I  lay  till  I  re- 
ceived information  from  Congress,  that  the  enemy 
were  actually  at  the  Ca[)es  of  Delaware.  This 
brought  us  in  great  haste  to  this  place  for  defence  of 
the  cit>-.  But  in  less  than  twcniy-Iour  hours  after 
our  arrival,  we  got  accoiints  of  the  disappearance  of 
the  Fleet  on  the  3ISI;  since  which,  nothing  having 
been  heard  of  them,  we  remain  here  in  a  very 
irksome  »*(ale  of  suspense  ;  some  imagining  that  they 
are  gone  to  the  Southward,  whilst  a  majority,  (in  whose 
opinion  upon  this  occasion  1  concur.)  are  satisfied 
ihey   are    gone    to    the    Eastward.      The    fatigue. 
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however,  and  injury,  which  tn<^n  must  sustain  by  long 
marches  in  such  extreme  heat,  as  we  have  felt  for  the 
last  five  days,  must  keep  ur  quiet  till  we  hear  some- 
thing of  tlie  ilestiaation  of  the  Enemy, 

I  congratulate  you  verj'  sincerely  on  the  happy  pas- 
sage of  my  sister  and  the  rest  of  your  family  through 
the  smallpox.  Surely  the  daily  hisUnces,  which  pre- 
sent themselves,  of  the  amazing  benefits  of  inocula- 
tion, must  make  converts  of  the  most  rigid  opposcrs. 
and  hring  on  a  repeal  of  that  most  inipolit!c  taw 
which  restrains  it' 

Our  affairs  at  the  northward  have  taken  a  turn  not 
more  unfortunate  than  unexpected.  The  public 
papers  will  convey  every  information  that  I  can  on 
this  subject.  To  these  therefore  I  shall  refer,  with  this 
addition,  that  a  public  enquiry  i_s  ordered  into  the 
conduct  of  the  genl  officers  in  that  department,  which 
will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  justifying  their  con- 
duct, or  the  publlck  one  of  making  examples.  This  how- 
ever will  not  retrieve  the  misfortune;  for  certain  it 
is,  that  this  afifair  has  cast  a  dark  shade  upon  a  very 
bright  prospect,  our  accounts  from  that  quarter  being 
very  gloomy ;  but  some  reinforcements  being  sent 
up,  and  some  good  officers,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  cloud 
will,  in  time,  dispel/  One  thing  absolutely  necessary,  is 

'  It  U  HmtirkAble,  Ihal,  ■*  Idto  u  thg  j'aar  176^.  a  law  wab  puaed  in  Vir- 
ginjii  prohiltitinjA  iri<rt-ulMiiiii  fur  (lie  »niaU]>jiL,  aikd  iinpotine  a  pandlyof  ofie 
triniiaiM)  i>oi]i;ri»  on  any  [vni>n»  who  thouM  impnn  ar  bring  info  (tir  rr^ony 
ttie  iiLl«fTti3U4  ntftLtcr  vvilh  a  purpose  of  inooukiion. — lleDiDg'i  i^tuttt  4f 
i^rt'.  voU  vili,,  \i.  371. 

■  "  t  belike  ibc  «Tuuntlon  al  TymniirrogfthudiBttrltlied  Ebe  pcaplf  In  ^on. 
Vfsl,  nor  an  t  tajr  (hat  1  lim  nsyet  heard  any  natan  which  mnliH  tuch  a  «l«p 
aijpCAr  Aljhtilulcljr  iiccoALry  lainc^,  Howcvrr^  Aaa  strict  mi^ufrr  iulo  lb«  cuu- 
duct  of  Th>  Coniinindtnc  offic«n  msoon  lotflk?  pine?,  thr  pibUc  vlll  ih)  doubt 
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that  all  the  Ccntlcmen.  in  every  State,  should  exert 
themselves  to  have  their  quota  of  Troops  compleated; 
for,  believe  me,  the  whole  are  most  shamefully  defi- 
cicnL 

I  have  from  the  flrst  been  among  those  few,  who 
never  built  much  upon  a  French  war  I  ever  did, 
and  still  do  think,  they  never  meant  more  than  to 
give  us  a  kiml  of  underhand  assistance  :  that  is,  to 
supply  us  with  arms,  &c»  for  our  money  and  trade. 
This  may.  indeed,  if  G.  B.  has  spirit,  and  strength 
to  resent  it,  bring  on  a  war ;  but  the  declaration,  if 
on  either  side,  must,  I  am  eonvinced,  come  from  the 
la5t  mentioned  power 

I  have  taken  CoL  P,  P,  Thornton  into  my  family 
as  an  extra  akl.  This,  I  dare  say,  his  own  merit,  as 
well  as  the  great  worth  of  his  father  well  entitles  him 
ta  My  love  and  best  wishes  are  presented  to  my 
sister  and  the  rest  of  your  family,  and,  with  sincerest 
affection,  believe  and  be  assured.  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S,  j4fg'  ^ifi'  Being  dls.ippointed  in  spufling 
this  letter  I  have  to  add  that  we  have  no  further 
account  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  and  therefore  con- 
cluding that  they  are  gone  to  the  Eastward  we  have 
again  turned  our  faces  that  way  and  shall  move  slow 
till  wc  get  some  account  of  it.' 

bcMlir  m>iA«il  «iih  thrdvivntiinarirtn  of  chkcnurt.  who  wiH,  1  iirv  M;f,  ^st 
lW  <nffU  s  Ml)  •nd  Lmpartut  lUQouni  of  tht  whr>le  procvtdifig,  and  coddeion 
dr  aainit  u  laftlleni  itpou  ihc  fuliot  ciBfAinflEimi,  will  appur  to  Ihcm, — - 
Wmtkimg^n  m  Ma^'Cmtvai  f/r<ih.  i  Aii|(Uf<t,  1777. 

'  "  Wa  u*  jrvt  «vtir*lx  in  iBe  daric  sa  tc  tlif  tlnUailion  of  the  iCnemy,  Tbe 
FUclhu  nCTifur  bc«n  Mva  t%ot  hMrd  of  hj)c<  ihc^r  UfClbc  Ca|i««  of  n^ATarCp 
MlUldlj  vBck.  \i  ibcT  hctd  mteodi-iJ  bick  lo  Ihp  llook.^  we  oiu-ii  hnvo  hnrd 
«l  Ibdr  tjnT«J  ik«n  Vvng  bclare  thii  time,  ai  Ihe  Wia[li  have  btcn  coaitonEly 
fair,    A»  [fcc  KcUr  xaMft  lui  oommtfoonl  (0  tbc  •oatbwsrt),  tnd  tbcre  ti  no 
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TO  THE   TRESIDENT   OF   CONGElESS. 

\  have^  been  duly  Iiunored  with  your  Letter  of 
yesterday,  and  with  its  Enc]osure&  I  shall  pay  at- 
tention to  the  Resolves  transmitted;  and.  as  soon  as 
ctrcuinstance-'i  EKlmit,  shall  propose  to  Genl  Howe  an 
exchange  between  Lt-Colo  Campbell  and  the  Hes- 
sian fiuld-officers.  and  a  like  number  of  ours,  of  equal 
rank  in  liis  Hands,'  I  would  heg  leave  to  lay  before 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  Report  made  by  a  board  of 
Genl  officers,  held  on  the  7th  instt,  to  consult  of 
several  matters  respecting  the  army.  In  the  course 
of  their  deliberation  they  took  into  consideration  the 
subject  reported.  1  shall  only  add.  that  this  matter 
has  been  long  complained  of  by  the  oFficers,  and  the 
more  so  as  the  Indulgence  they  pray  could  not  nor 

citpiliU  objcci  Oicrc.  I  cumitf I  i:one«lvc  OmI  1hcyar<  goac  ih*i  w&t.  1  <ai\  iher^ 
foR  only  conclude,  Llwl  t1ie>  intend  to  ^  lounil  t^iiig  bUii^l  into  iLv  StiufKl,  or 
itill  farther  eaalirai(L  11  they  rliisiltcr  ol  tbc«e»  it  mutl  be  npaq  q  plan  uE  go- 
opcrnling  wiih  Q<X\\  tlurgoyne,  wliu,  lu  nuitcm  urc  i:oinc  on,  will  ftnd  Httl« 
fUffiCDltyor  ppactTKlIng  lc  Albuijr :  fut  hy  tlir  ]aa(  accouois  oui  srmy  hid  fUlcQ 
down  U>  Sfttiiogi."—  rt'fl^AiwjTtfH  ft*  M'tjijr-iJfHfrai  /^utnaut,  7  Aigutl.  1777. 
■  Cufiiicas  decided  thai  (icner*!  dcnoir.  Uldy  (■pl^iftd  by  CuUnct  Button, 
Hhriuld  be  icioincd  Ub  jj  pledge  lax  the  ttxiil  [(catment  atvl  rcleanc  of  (icitchtl 
!,*«,  tnc!,  in  nMily  "  ciraim»i(»."CBt  would  Mdrntt,  T«f>*ivP  tf^c  «nnr  iibig**- 
General  ^VoAlun^Km  whs  dJu}  Aiiihorircd  Xn  v,c^t\a\t  an  <^chaitj-i:  t^f  prboiicra, 
upon  (uch  Lmns  us  hv  tJi'^uUI  jmlgi:  cipcilienl^  without  retcirJ  10  ihc  prcTlQiu 
molutiont  of  Congren  r^pecting  Colonel  Luapbcli  and   tbe  llmiiAii  ftcld- 

The  <{uoLiim  of  Gciicinl  Amc)lirH  rank  w»h  bnmi^t  before  CuTigicw,  on  ihe 
9th  iy\  Ati^uHl.  and  B  majinly  vulfcl  i^^inKl  his  htirj;  f^ttorsd  l^iity  c*>n- 
udflroiLQim  icpra  t»  Jittvs  minRlrd  m  tU*  aflaii.  Seen  Starts  were  in  the  ii^p- 
llvfi  kad  ftmrldlhdaffinnalivr.  (be  liucrbdu^  New  Kuupblilic  Khod<  liliuid. 
<;<9bnMt1«ur.  Dnd  Georgin.  fbu  «Bi  1h^  t^r«t  nroi&ion  on  whi<!h  the  f«uuiit 
nayi  were  «iiiercJ  in  lUe  jouvnnlt  of  Eh«  old  Cvngre$a.  Il  was  often  doAM 
■flciwxrilip,  mill  by  Uic  rute«  ti(  the  lluu^e  Jt  Luuld  *I  ao)'  lime  be  icq^uircd  by^ 
■  lingle  member. — ^-V.  ijH^r  0/  7<t««  i.ettti^  ATipiit  I  ith. 
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can  be  ever  attended  with  the  least  possible  injury  to 
the  public,  and  is  what  I  believe  is  allowed  in  most 
armies.  Congress,  1  am  persuaded,  will  give  it  their 
attention,  and,  if  no  good  objections  of  a  public 
nature  appear  against  the  measure,  will  grant  what 
the  officers  wish  and  the  Board  have  recommended. 

I  perceive  by  the  Resolves  of  the  30th  Ulto,  & 
ist  Inst,  for  recalling  Genls  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair, 
that  they  are  directed  to  repair  to  Head-qu'rs.  I  also 
find  that  a  committee  had  been  resolved  on,  to  digest 
a  mode  for  inquiring  into  the  Reasons  for  evacuating 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Genl.  officers  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  evacuation.  As  these  gentn, 
have  received  the  Letter  upon  this  Subject  by  this 
time,  and  will  probably  be  down  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  I  am 
to  do  with  'em  when  they  arrive,  I  may  be  then  at 
a  great  distance  from  this,  and,  in  such  case,  should 
be  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  or  how  to  conduct  myself 
respecting  them,  without  receiving  some  directions, 
which  I  request  to  be  favored  with  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


to  the  president  of  congress. 

Heai>quavters,  Camp,  near  Gfrman  Town, 
Sir:  10  August,  1777. 

The  disappearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet  for  so  many 
days  rendering  it  rather  improbable,  that  they  will 
again  return,  1  have  thought  it  adviseable  to  remove 
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the  army  back  to  Coryell's  where  it  will  be  near 
enough  to  succor  PhiUJt;lphi;i,  slioiiKI  the  enemy 
conirar>'  to  appeiirances  still  make  that  the  object  of 
their  next  opcrdtton5>  and  will  be  50  much  the  more 
convenienlly  situated  to  proceed  to  the  Northward, 
should  the  event  of  the  present  ambi^ous  and  per- 
plexing situation  of  things  call  them  that  way.  1  was 
the  more  inclined  to  this  slep.  as  the  nearness  of  the 
army  to  the  city,  beside  other  disadvantages,  alTorded 
a  temptation  both  to  officers  and  men  to  indulge 
themselves  in  licenses  inconsistent  with  discipline  and 
order,  and  consequently  of  a  very  injurious  tendency.' 

But  before  my  departure,  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  to  Congrt^ss  the  result  of  my  examina- 
tion into  the  nature  of  the  River  defence  proper  to  be 
adopted  according  to  the  means  in  our  possession. 
to  prevent  the  success  of  any  attempt  upon  Phila- 
delphia by  water — I  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
Congress  what  appears  to  mc  most  eligible,  consider* 
ing  all  circumstances,  and  comparing  my  own  obser- 
vations, with  the  different  opinions  of  the  Gentlemen, 
whom  1  consulted  on  the  occasion. 

It  is  generally  a  well  founded  maxim,  that  we 
ought  to  endeavor  to  reduce  our  defence  as  much  as 
possible  to  a  certainty,  by  collecting  our  strength  and 
making  all  our  preparations  at  one  point,  rather  than 


1  *'  You  irUl  uks  cvety  pmiblv  can  in  fv^t  povcr,  u  well  in  your  marvh  *> 
during:  yum  Miy  il  iIu.[  i^Ikcc  {Mulienhcaul],  lo  mmEn  every  kpcdet  of 
llecaliounMi*  En  the  hoU^rry,  uid  Ee  prevent  them  doing  rlii;  Icur  injury  iio  Ihe 
inhibilADts  or  their  properly,  ci  nathin^  oia  be  mon  ilivict^cedblc  to  our 
C1U9C,  or  niiire  iJii*vnb>  uf  the  tEiaiai.U'*  wc  prDfctt— ti  4>  iir^hidf  uF  tho 
injuticv  oJ  the  mcMUw."—  l^aiktmgtfim  to  Co/-  Mvrj^tt,  <j  Augmt,  IJjr 
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to  ri*ilt  il-S  being  weak  anil  ineflfectual  every  where,  by 
dividing  our  atteniion  and  force  to  different  objects. 
In  doing  this,  wc  may  disable  ourselves  from  acting 
with  suli^cicnt  vigor  any  where,  and  a  ml&rorltine  in 
one  place  may  pave  the  way  for  a  similar  one  in  an- 
other. In  our  circumstances,  we  have  neither  men, 
cannoHt  nor  any  thing  else  to  spare,  and  perhaps 
cannot  wilh  propricly  hazard  them  on  objects  which 
bein;:;  attended  with  the  greatest  success  we  can 
promise  ourselves,  can  be  productive  of  only  partial 
and  indicisive  advantages,  and  which  may  possibly 
fail  of  ihe  end  proposed,  may  have  some  serious  ill- 
consequences,  and  must  a:  all  events  have  some 
disadvanugcs. 

It  i*i  then  to  be  considered,  where  our  defence  can 
be  most  effectually  made^ — whether  at  Biliin^sport,  or 
at  Fort  Island. 

It  appears  to  mc.  that  the  last  deserves  greatly  the 
preference.  Billingsport  lias  but  one  row  of  Ciievaux 
de  frize.  Fort  Island  has  three:  and  in  addition  to 
tbcm,  a  boom  and  another  Chcvaux  dc  frizc,  ready  to 
be  sunk  in  the  channel,  on  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my ;  of  course  the  ubstructions  in  this  respect  are  four 
times  as  great  at  the  one  as  at  the  other.  The  Gal- 
lies  and  tloating  battcne:^,  that  could  be  brought  for 
ihc  defence  of  the  chevaux  de  frize  at  Billingsport, 
would  be  unable  to  maintain  their  station,  when  once 
the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  commanding 
ground  on  the  Jersey  side,  to  which  they  would  he 
entirely  expof^ed,  and  notwithstanding  the  works  rais- 
ing there,  exen  supposing  them  complete,  the  strong- 
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est  ailvocaies  for  making  our  clefenc*^  in  this  ^ 
not  pretend,  that  that  event  can  be  proirocied  more 
than  fiheen  or  twenty  days  at  most,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  we  should  Iw?  obliged  with  the  loss  of  our 
cannon  at  least  to  abandon  the  defence,  and  leave  it 
in  tlie  power  of  the  enemy  to  remove  or  destroy  the 
chevaux  de  frize  at  pleasure  Nor  \^  it  by  any  means 
certain  that  a  single  row  of  chcvaiix  de  fri/.e  would  be 
an  impenetrable  barrier  to  the  enemy's  ships.  Ex- 
periments have  been  made  that  lead  to  a  contrary  sup- 
position, and  if  they  should  hazard  one,  which  it  might 
be  well  worth  their  while  to  do»  with  some  of  their 
less  valuable  ship^,  under  favor  of  a  leading  breeze 
and  tide,  and  should  succeed  in  it, — the  consequence 
might  be  the  loss  of  our  gillies  and  floating  bytterits, 
which  I  apprehend  might  be  intercepted,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  their  gallics  and  small  armed  vessels 
taken,  and  tliis  would  greatly  weaken  the  opposition 
we  mi^ht  otherwise  give  at  Fort  Island,  and  tend 
powerfully  to  render  it  abortive-  But  if  they  should 
not  attempt  this,  contenting  themselves  with  safer 
though  slower  operations.  I  have  already  observed, 
that  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  they  would  be  able  lo  possess  themselves  of  in- 
fallible means  of  frustrating  our  opposition  there  by 
the  capture  of  our  works;  and  if  we  add  to  ihis,  that 
it  might  very  possibly  happen  in  less  time,— if  from 
no  other  cause.— yet  from  the  garrison  being  tntimi- 
dated,  by  a  consciousness  of  its  own  inferiority  and 
inability  to  support  itself  against  a  so  much  superior 
force  of  numbers, — which  might  occasion  a  conduct 
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destructive  to  itself—there  will  remain  no  sufficient 
rca^ns  to  justify  the  making  thiH  the  principal  point 
of  deftnca 

At  Fort  Island  the  boom  and  chevaux  de  friac 
arc  an  ample  security  again»i  any  forcible  impre^ion 
of  the  enemy's  ships  which  tt  would  be  imprudent  in 
ihcm  to  atiempt.  On  the  Jersey  side  the  situation  of 
the  ground  is  such,  that  the  gallics,  floating  batteries 
and  forts  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  obstructions 
wouki  have  litlle  to  fear  froin  any  batteries  erected 
there-  Red*bank  seems,  by  its  elevauon  to  be  the 
only  advantageous  spot  for  annoying  them  ;  but  a^  it 
iscnmpuced  to  be  above  1900  yards  from  Fori  Island 
the  di&tance  is  ra.ther  too  great  to  allow  any  battery 
raised  there  to  act  with  so  much  effect  as  to  be  able  to 
silence  our  fire.  On  this  sidc>  the  ground  by  dykes 
and  sluices  may  be  laid  under  water  10  so  con^^idera- 
ble  an  extent  as  to  leave  no  danger  of  our  River  force 
being  annoyed  from  ihcnce  :  for  which  purpose  suita* 
blc  precautions  ought,  at  once,  to  be  made,  against  it 
may  be  neccssar)'  lo  carry  ihcm  into  effect. 

But,  though  a  battery  upon  Red-bank,  would  not 
in  my  apprehension,  be  able  to  prevent  the  efficacy  of 
our  drf*-nce  or  give  any  material  disturbance  to  Fort 
Uland,  in  particular,  yet  it  mi^ht  serve  to  make  the 
situation  of  some  of  our  gallies  rather  uneasy;  and 
this  perhaps  makes  it  worth  while  to  pre-occupy  it  in 
order  to  keep  it  out  of  the  enemy's  hands,  erecting  a 
smai^  but  strong  work  there  capable  of  containing 
about  two  hundred  men,  with  six  or  eight  pieces  of 
light  cannon,  and  a  pn.>pnrtionable  quantity  of  stores. 


i 


31 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


E'777 


As  the  approaches  to  it  arc  difficult  on  account  of  the 
adjacent  creeks,  and  a  commtintcalion  can  be  kepc 
open  between  it  and  our  army,  by  which  means  the 
garrison  might  receive  succors  from  time  to  time, 
though  we  could  not  expect  to  make  it  iinpregnahle, 
yet  we  should  have  a  prospect  of  holding  it  much 
longer  than  we  could  the  work  at  Billingaport. 

In  the  position,  which  from  my  present  view  of  it. 
I  should  ihink  it  best  for  our  army  to  take,  the  left 
wing  of  it  would  be  nearly  opposite  to  Red-bank,  and 
therefore  in  a  condition  to  relieve  and  support  it ; 
whereas  Billingsport  being  more  remote  from  the 
probable  position  of  the  army,  and  detached  from  any 
other  work,  could  not  easily  derive  any  assistance 
from  without  and  must  rely  wholly  upon  its  own 
strength. 

Either  at  Billingsport  or  a:  Fort  Island,  I  believe 
there  is  not  much  to  be  apprehended  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy's  ships  iinaidfrd  by  land  batteries;  For  as 
by  the  information  of  those  who  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  fact,  not  more  than  three  ships 
can  act  abreast  at  a  time  at  either  place>  and  as  the 
gallies,  not  requiring  the  same  depth  of  water,  can 
extend  themselves  at  pleasure,  and  besides  carry  a 
superior  weight  of  metal  to  that  which  frigates  com- 
monly  have,  a  much  superior  6re  could  be  opposed 
lo  them  than  any  they  could  bring,  and  from  the  dif- 
ference of  size  and  make  between  the  frigates  and 
gallies,  to  much  better  effect  than  theirs.  The  com- 
parative extent  of  the  River  at  Billingsport  and  at 
Fort  Island  has  been  assigned  as  a  motive  of  prefer- 
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ence  to  rhe  former,  the  river  being  narrower  there 
than  at  the  latter,  and  supposed  to  admit  of  fewer 
sbip^  operating  at  a  time  ;  but  as  it  15  asserted  by  tbe 
gentlemen  in  the  River  department,  that  the  sand 
bankfi  and  shallowness  of  the  River  in  most  places 
near  Fort  Island,  compensate  for  the  width  of  it  and 
make  it  impossible  for  more  than  three  ships  to  act 
together  at  a  limcn  this  reason  of  preferring  the 
position  at  Billini^sport  i^eems  to  have  no  faundatloD, 
And  if  we  consider,  tliat  our  whole  force  of  gallies 
and  floating  haiteries,  would  be  collected  at  Fort 
Uland,  assisted  by  the  fort  itself  and  that  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  trust  them  all  out  for  the  defence  of 
BillingftpOft,  for  fear  of  the  disaster  already  suggested, 
it  icems  evident  enough  that  this  is  the  place  where 
our  defence  may  be  mo»t  successfully  made. 

One  of  the  mo5t  weighty  considerations  with  me  is, 
that  our  Army  a*i  before  intimated,  could  more  con- 
veniently co-operate  with  the  defence  by  water  here 
than  at  Billingsport,  The  ground  on  this  side  is 
better  situated  here  than  at  the  other  place,  and  the 
Army  being  so  much  nearer  the  city,  it  is  so  much  the 
less  likclyt  that  the  enemy  should  be  able,  by  a  cir- 
cuitous rout  to  fall  into  the  rear  of  it  and  separate  it 
fn»m  the  city,  which  is  a  circumstance  that  ought 
carefully  to  be  attended  to, 

Some  Gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  our  principal 
dependence  ought  to  be  u|>on  (■'on  island  and  its 
appendages;  but  at  the  ^ame  time,  th^it  we  should 
make  a  part  of  our  defence  at  Biltingsport  proposing 
for  that  purpose  that  the  work^  there  should  be  con- 
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tinued  on  the  nt-w  contracU^d  scale  to  be  garrisoned 
by  four  or  five  hundred  men.  The  reasons  for  thia 
arc — that  it  would  serve  to  delay  the  enemy  and  give 
our  army  time  to  come  up,  should  it  be  at  any  distance 
and  that  it  would  prevent  those  dii^agreeable  impres- 
sions which  never  fail  to  accompany  the  abandonir^ 
work^  that  have  been  once  raised  and  plans  (hat  have 
been  once  in  exectition  ;  especially  when  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  defence  of  them  repose  a  degree  of 
confidence  in  them  ;— which  is  said  to  be  the  case  in 
the  presc^ni  instance.  But  these  reasons  may  perhaps 
not  be  so  conclusive  as  'tis  imagined  ;— *for  'tis  a  que^ 
tion  whether,  if  our  army  was  so  remote  as  to  make 
such  a  delay  necessary,  the  enemy  would  cmbarass 
themselves  with  removing  the  water  obstructions  in 
the  first  place,  but  would  not  rather  debark  and  make 
a  rapid  march  by  land :  possessing  themselves  of  the 
city  and  of  (hose  positions  which  would  make  the  sur- 
render of  the  ^allies.  &c,  in  some  sort  a  natural  con- 
sequence ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether 
the  abandoning  the  works  begun  at  this  time,  which 
will  probably  allow  some  leisure  for  any  disagreeable 
impres&ions  i:  might  make  to  be  ef7aced,  will  not  be 
less  injurious  than  the  abandoning  them  hereafter 
when  they  have  cost  more  expence,  time  and  tabor, 
and  in  the  critical  moment  of  an  attack,  when  every 
misfortune,  and  the  loss  of  tlie  most  inconsiderable 
post  is  too  apt  to  have  a  mcch  worse  influence  on  the 
mind  than  the  real  importance  of  it  wiU  justify.  Add 
to  this  the  possibility  that  the  garrison  dismayed  at 
the  approach  of  numbers  so  superior  to  their  own. 
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might  not  answer  the  end  expected  from  them,  and 
might  even  be  lost  by  their  timidity — the  certainty  of 
losing  the  cannon  after  the  time  limited  for  the  de- 
fence and  thereby  weakening  that  of  the  upper  posi- 
tion— the  chanoe  of  losing;  the  {^allies  and  floating 
batteries,  requisite  for  covering  the  chcvaux  de  fri^e, 
by  a  hazartiousi  ^nd  successful  :itiempi  to  break  through 
them,  and  the  garrison  with  ihem,  which  would  fall  of 
course  upon  such  an  event — It  is  however,  submitted 
to  Congre&.s  to  bailancc  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages and  determine  accordingly.  I  would  only  beg 
leave  to  give  it  clearly  as  my  opinion,  that  our  princi- 
pal dependence  ought  to  be  upon  Fort  Island  and  the 
obstructions  there,  and  that  Billingsport  ought  not  by 
any  means  to  be  defended,  more  than  as  a  secondary 
object. 

And  to  that  end,  1  would  recommend  that  the 
works  on  Fort  Island,  which  on  ihetr  present  con- 
struction are*  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  defence 
of  the  Chevaux  de  frize  be  immediately  altered  and 
ailapteil  in  that  purpose,  l^iking  care,  at  the  same 
time,  to  make  them  defensible  with  a  small  number 
of  men  against  any  sudden  attempt  to  land  in  boats 
and  carry  them  by  assault. — Bui  whatever  scheme  is 
pursued,  1  could  wish  the  greatest  diligence  and  de- 
spatch may  be  used  in  bringing  it  to  maturity;  for 
though  the  danger  which  lately  threatened  seems  to 
have  subsided,  there  is  nn  knciwing  how  soon  it  may 
return  and  certainly  it  will  be  prudent  to  do  every 
thing  in  our  power  to  be  prepared  for  it,  as  wc  can 
lose  nothing  by  being  so,  and  may  lose  a  great  deal 
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by  negleciinjf  to  improve  the  interval  of  leisure  ihey 
have  given  us  should  it  be  their  intention  to  revisit 
this  quarter.  As  the  means  to  thift — it  will  be  ncce^* 
sary  to  furnish  Mr.  Coudray  to  whom  the  Superin- 
tendency  of  those  works  is  intrusted,  with  a  competent 
number  of  workmen,  tools,  and  what  other  things  he 
may  want  to  enable  him  to  carry  ihcm  on  with  pro* 
priety,  ease  and  expedition. 

On  the  whole  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  obstrac- 
tions  in  the  River,  with  the  help  of  galHes,  floating 
batteries,  and  with  tolerable  industry  to  put  the  land 
works  in  a  proper  state,  will  be  extremely  formidable 
to  tiie  enemy  and  authorise  a  reasonable  expectation 
of  their  being  effectuaL  The  fire  ships  also  will  con* 
tribuie  to  this  end,  for  though  there  are  many  ob««ta* 
cles  that  render  their  success  precarious,  and  a  happy 
concurrence  of  circumstances  is  necessary  towards  it. 
any  of  which  failing  may  disappoint  the  project,  and 
there  ts  therefore  no  room  to  be  sanguine,  yet  there 
is  some  probability  of  its  succeeding  and  they  will  be 
at  least  an  cmbarassmcnt  and  terror  to  the  enemy, 
and  will  oblige  ihem  to  use  precautions  inconvenient 
to  them  and  serviceable  to  us. 

As  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country  is  essen- 
tial to  a  good  defence  and  as  the  enemy's  appruach 
may  be  sudden  and  we  may  be  called  to  act,  without 
having  time,  when  it  happens,  to  examine  it  suffi- 
cicntly  if  it  is  not  done  beforehand,  it  would  answer  a 
valuable  purpose  id  have  it  immediately  carefully 
reconnoitred,  and  sketches  taken  of  all  the  landing 
places,  great  roadsand  bye-paths.  In  camping  grounds, 
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heights,  rivers,  creeks,  morasses,  and  every  thing  that 
it  can  be  of  any  importance  to  know. 

Marcus  Hook  seem**  to  be  ihc  most  advanced  place 
at  which  it  is  conjectured  the  enemy  will  land,  the 
survey  should  therefore  comprehend  all  the  country 
between  that  &  Philia. 

Mr.  Du  Coudray  has  offered  his  services  with  his 
Engineers  to  do  this  business,  if  authorized  by 
Congress,  only  requiring  that  they  be  supplied  with 
hov^^eifi  and  ;i  hand  or  two.  If  Congr«-ss  ajjjtruve  of 
itt  I  shall  be  ^lad  iht-y  may  be  desired  to  enter  upon 
it*  without  loss  ol  time.     1  have  the  honor.  &c^ 


TO    MAJOK-OPNEKAL    PUTNAM. 

Cjucr.  ttt  Bucks  Coifttt,  ti  Auea>i,  1777- 
DCAR  StK, 

1  reed  yours  of  the  $th  instant  at  this  place.  I  was 
upon  the  march  with  the  Army  to  rccross  the  Oela- 
ware,  upon  a  supposition  that  ihc  Flctrt  had  certainly 
gone  to  the  eastward  ;  but  I  was  last  night  overtaken 
by  an  Express  from  Philadclphta<  with  an  account 

'  R^  hi  CoB|£m>.  AucuiE  iiih.  "  rufericd  \o  ihc  DokiJ  uf  Wu,  vhQ 
UvtUriKrcd  M  ciAnT  tttr  0«ii«nrft  plJvi  o(  dM^ncr  into  ncmtion  with^lL  poGil- 

"  Ptnladdplitit  \ti  the  AiDciian  DiiurA^  ihc  mubi  Ix  |itep>crvcLl  m  all  cvciiTh. 
ThfT«  ^gmC  slUfttinn  paid  \ii  IhK^ty;  i1  ■■  (nir  it  It  nnr  iif  IhR  6nniiT  opfici 
iht  cie«rti*4iil,  tvt  m  my  opiniH^  a  ui  vbjfict  al  i^t  !«■  iBiporE«bc«  th«a  th» 
N«lk  Kivef.  Ouf  iHiulion  ip  ih«  Tcr»ii  wu  cdculateil  to  wTcr  (be  NotC^ 
RlHf  ■h'l  ni1kri«ipbLA,  ind  bHcfil  pmiertion  lr>  ihp  Sihtc  of  Npv  Jency  ;  bfn 
|1k  ciy  «M  to  CTtBl  1«  the  uWitirMa  u(  I'hiUdvlphiA  tKfct  Etc  UcnctiJ  uu  fifc- 
wiOvd  v|JCB  Go  lemtc  Cun''^'*  ^^^n-i  vimlit;)'  I^j  )uh  jud|fti»ui.  %i\-X  ijiu'ch 
dovv  to  Hhr  city,  and  1  rrpi^  lo  havr  ftiir  Ubrfn  fr>r  rmr  piini  Wr  ;itr  tiaw 
«ilkin  ftbwii  Iwiiy  vitet  o(  ili«  diy  jind  wkiiirg  19  g«i  bcit«t  iAromuticD."^ 
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that  they  had  been  seen  on  the  7th  instant  off  Sine- 
puxcnt  Inlet,  about  sixteen  Leagues  to  the  sonthward 
of  the  Cipes  of  Delaware.  Upon  ihis  I  have  h^ilied 
for  furiher  inielligeace.  Under  the  present  Sicuation 
of  Affairs  1  can  give  you  no  better  direction,  than  to 
remain  at  your  post  and  collect  all  the  force,  that  you 
possibly  can.  The  Season  of  the  Year  is^  to  be  sure, 
inconvenient  for  the  militia  to  be  out ;  but  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  requires  that  as  many  as  possibly  can, 
must  be  retained  in  service;  for  if  Genl  Burgoyne 
persists  in  his  advance  upon  our  northern  army,  we 
mu!;t  afford  them  support,  or  suffer  him  to  make  him- 
self master  of  all  die  CounLrj'  above- 

My  last  letter  to  you  direcied  you  10  consider  well, 
whether  you  could  spare  the  two  New  York  Regi- 
ments to  Cicnl  Schuyler's  army.  If  Genl  Clinton  is 
left  upon  York  Island  with  the  number  of  men  you 
mention,  it  is  undoubtedly  for  some  other  Reason, 
than  merely  to  keep  the  post.  It  is  probably  to 
attack  you  below,  while  Burgoyne  comes  down  upon 
you.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence  to  ascertain 
that  fact.  Deserters  and  people  of  that  class  always 
speak  of  numbers  from  report;  indeed  scarce  any 
jiersuu  can  fonii  a  judgment,  except  they  sec  tlic 
troops  paraded  and  can  count  their  divisions.  But  if 
you  can  by  any  means  obtain  a  list  of  the  Regiments 
Icfl  upon  the  Inland,  we  can  compute  the  number  of 
men  within  a  few  hundreds,  over  or  unden  I  beg 
you  will  use  every  method  to  come  at  a  knowledge  of 
this.  Let  your  Spies  also  be  very  particular  in  their 
imiuiry,    whether  Gen!    Clinton  is  actually  u])on  the 
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Island,  (or  an  officer  nf  his  rank  and  militaiy  esEima- 
rion  would  scarcely  be  left  lo  keep  garrison  only.' 

It  has  been  reported^  that  there  was  a  collection  of 
Wagons  and  Horses  making  at  Kingsbridge:  if  so, 
it  ran  Iwf  for  no  purpuse  bnt  to  move  out ;  and  this 
thereforejsanotherfaci  of  which  you  should  endeavour 
to  knoiv"  the  trulh.  Til!  you  arc  fully  salisfied  in  the 
above  particulans,  I  think  you  should  upon  no  account 
keep  any  more  than  light  partie*;  down  towards  Kings 
Bridge;  for  if  there  is  any  design  against  your  post 
fron^  that  (garter,  they  might  by  a  sudden  embarka- 
tion, and  a  favorable  Wind,  gci  bctwc(?n  you  and  the 
mountains,  should  you  fall  down  with  any  considerable 
Body,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Govr  Clinton  has 
d^crmincd  to  resume  the  command  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, for  thfrre  cannot  be  a  properer  man  upon 
every  account     1  am,  &c' 

'The  llriibb  Gtntiml  Citator  hftd  been  &hi«ut  dohns  the  pvt  whiur  »ad 
iprlp{  la  Crm  BrliAln,  and  hnd  rrtiimeil  la  Ntw  York  on  she  ^ih  < J  J^ily^ 
He  •»*  a«*  &t  Heiir7  CimUai,  haviug  been  mvcilDi  wUh  Ihc  OfJer  uE  Ihr 
bA  b«fon  hik  depwrurc  fmn  EncUTid,  l\<  wu  kf(  iti  New  York  hy  Sir 
WUsA  llvvr,  Willi  ihr  paniiH»ml  n(  iwmiy.iwti  ludaliwn*,  nni\  iimitucKil  lo 
Ml  «*  Ihc  4«4vn«nv.  or  fkihrrwiw  acrcvilin^  to  ctiwrndancn,  «l4«)i  kcvpiag 
h  •ncf  Ut  nikio  ob;<«««|  tq^uhag  >»<*  Vork, — itir  ifif/min  //ffu.v'i  Letter, 

Uffiienl  Poinuu  h*d  proof  ol  Sir  H<niy  CUniofl'n  Ixing  an  Nsw  Xurk 
Uu^  Aopitl  yd,  hj  bib  hcadini;  upa  Rn^  ff  Uucc  W  claim  JCdtnULKl  I'Alniifr, 
M  a  Btyiontbl  in  (bv  briiiili  tcfvin.  Tlv  H^c  w»  Ukcn  up  lIid  Mvf^r  vrj  V«r- 
irlffir'T  J'oiM  byr^iptajn  M(ii%Lji^i  in  ihp  sl^ip  Afrrfury.  and  rhr»»  r^irwaMfil 
lo  FnlukilL    Gcocrikl  IStiaftia  xot  tiu;k  ibt  folluwin^  tv^ly. 

'"  Him*^i  aiTiiEq*,}  Airij"":,  Jjij. 

lafcujt  wiUiia  oui  Hnt>  -,  ht  h*\  been  tf icJ  u  a  apir,  c^atUmnc^i^L  u  ■  npy.  aikI 
d»lt  ti«  vxQCulnl  u  a  tpy,  and  the  IIb£  U  ardorol  lo  rli*i»rt  immrtliitdy. 

"  P.  S.    Uc  h4>  bv*o  «««Ailn^v  »c<vlod»"— Vo'4«. 

'  '*  Tovr  Vigilafice  In  pro'idlnif  a  iiiupci  Topx  to  oppcAe  ihc  Knemy,  and 
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TO    I-rEtTTENANTS     BIRD,     DORSE\\    CRAIG,    MOORE,    AND 

CkAV/ 
CAUPATTiotCftOtf  Roads  Avgt,  ij,  1777, 

Gentn-, 

In  answer  to  your  respective  Letters  without  date 
but  presented  to  rae  yesterday,  you  will  please  to  be 
inform'd 

First,  that  the  pay  of  the  Horse  officers  was  fixed  in 
DGoeml>erlast,  and  at  the  same  rates  now  existing  ;and 

Secondly  that  1  am  not  conscious  of  ever  having 
said,  or  dent:  any  thing,  that  could  lead  to  a  belief, 
that  the  Rank  of  a  Lieut,  of  Hurse  was  to  be  equal 
to  a  Captain  of  foot  for  the  obvious  reasons,  that 
neither  justice,  or  usage,  would  autltorize  it. 

How  it  came  to  pass,  then,  that  you  should  con* 
ceive  your  selves  entitled  to  the  Rank  and  pay  of  such 
officers  is  neither  my  business,  nor  Inclination  to  en- 
quire into — This  however  I  shall  add. — that  if  your 
respective  applications  to  resign,  is  the  effect  of  hasty 
resolutions,  you  may  take  till  to-morrow  to  rccon- 
sidcr^  and  recall  your  Letters,—  But  if  on  the  other 

ihe  Akciliy  wilh  vUch  tbc  Militia  hive  tHcmbtvd,  alTonl  mc  treat  Sailibw- 
llon.  If  your  KiTorii  are  <en<inniibly  Ami  iliUullf  Aorondvfl  hy  ^aur  F.utfrrn 
Dvitjhbun.  '^'V  mAy  liopp,  Ihal  Ccurral  Bdr^oync  wiU  hud  it  i:r|DAUy  difficult 
10  maker  Jt  furlhej  lV?i;rc^,  mi  ki  cftcul  n  RciJt:aL.  Y^iii  \x<  ihr  liot  Jcidurwilh 
mpfci  lo  ilip  I  j'ngih  nf  SrfvifiF  to  tv  ivE)mrKl  tmrn  thr  tniliria,  Hnvr^vrr,  at 
ihcir  Ah»iau?<]  id  ft  Pi«oukv,  vhicb  muEt  be  sparingly  employ 'ct,  I  woiuld  h&vc 
ihcnt  deuUx'd  no  luiitfci  lhni»  la  dbmluCfly  nc^cHUiy,  TUc  EituK  vl  Wtjii  <A 
ConMencc  In  (fcnenil  CIHtc^nn  tfhich  hih  httherru  hcen  illrfe^l  liy  ihe  fufrrn 
Statu*  for  wilhlioldini;  tlume  Keinlurccmflnct  from  tbc  narLbcm  Army,  nrhictL 
vflrv  eiptcltil  uf  tlieia,  will  he  obTiatcd  t;  the  pmciKOvf  Maj^r-Ctinl  GAtoa/' 

1  RkbanJ  Dor^yi  WilLian  Dird.  George  Or«7,  John  Craig*  and  K.  Button 
Mciore,  of  C«l.  Mojka'*  U£bi  Dioguoni,  The  abijvc  reply  ii  in  Wa»hLLt|£Lon'h 
vrttlng. 
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hand  you  shd  then  be  m  the  same  mind,  I  shall  be 
ready  to  receive  your  Commissions  if  they  have  been 

t  delivered  or  give  dismissions  if  they  have  noL — 
Your  wishes^  to  rcdf^  at  such  a  period  as  this  (after 
time  is  allowed  for  reconsideration)  will  be  sufficient 
evidence  with  me.  that  it  is  a  disinclination  to  the 
Service,  and  not  the  mere  disajipointmtnt  of  Rank 
and  pay,  that  causes  it ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  un- 
necessary for  me  to  add,  tliat  any  future  application 
from  either  of  you  to  get  into  the  Conlmental  Ser- 
vice will  be  improper,  and  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power 
_      to  make  it  so  unavailing — I  am  &c.' 

b 

■     Dear  Sik, 

H  Your  favor  of  the  i^th  with  the  inclosed  papers  are 

before  me. — 

II  wish  the  accounts  of  the  two  actions  near  Fort 
Schuykr  had  been  more  clear  and  intelligible  than 
they  are,  as  more  dependence  could  then  be  placed  on 
the  anihoriliciiy  of  the  particulars,  and  a  stronger 
assurance  formed  of  the  advantages  being  as  fully  on 
our  aide  as  they  are  there  represented.     If  the  loss  of 


TO    GOVERNOR    CLINTON. 


*  "  E  «b«ll  tMTvrwidi  to  tiiflu«««  uf  CtntLvmon  I0  urr«  in  Ibu  Amy.  if  t 
^tt  nmna  Iv  IicfJcrc  ilj«y  c«iioo(  do  U  coit(i»ic(i(  niib  tlul  slrki  notion  f>l 
Honor  which  ihouLH  he  lh?  icvandbk  rule  «f  ^ooduci  for  tttrty  rMtct.  bal  bid 
(■(  CfiuiM*,  acT«nb4lHii,  Ihai  %  kctlgnfttion  Id  tbii  pu<  of  a  CJimpfttgii  c«n  ouly 
be  vktiaMnl  by  trckUueui  vhiuLk  vuulil  be  ^jk^^accful  tv  Ucai,  &  lEicrcfLirc  itiiL 
fou  RcvltUon  Doi  10  rr&eD,  *l  lr4U,  ill]  The  fnd  ai  the  f:am[iLii(^r  innLl  me«t 
tb«  ■ppnhiliOR  «l  iB  vhu  wiHh  U>  av*  ycni  ad  ««ith  prtipridTi'/'—  iy^jAitgtam 
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some  of  their  most  spirited  leaders  which  happened 
on  these  occasions  do  not  operate  too  forcibly  on  the 
mindi;  of  the  people  in  thtit  quarter,  I  should  imagine 
these  little  successes  might  be  productive  of  valuable  ^a 
consequences.  The  Indiana,  we  know  arc  not  a  very  ^| 
persevering  ptfopl^*,  but  nn  the  contrary  are  apt  In  be 
discoiimKed  by  the  most  triflin^j  miscarriages  ;  and 
two  rebuffs  like  these  would  be  no  inconsiderable  in- 
tliiceinent.s  with  them  to  abandon  the  Bnli^h  troops, 
and  leave  them  to  prosecute  the  business  alone. 

These  little  reverses  of  fortune  wilt  also  have  their 
Influence,  in  abating  that  confidence,  whicli  their  for- 
mer uninterrupted  success  has  inspired  into  the 
enemy;  and  will  tend  proportionably  to  revive  the 
drooping  spirits  of  our  army— 1  shall  be  obliged  to 
you  when  you  receive  any  more  explicit  intelligence  ^A 
of  what  has  happened  to  communicate  it  to  me,  ^^ 

I  see.  with  the  most  sensible  ple^isiire.  the  exertions 
of  your  State*  dismembered  as  it  is,  and  under  every  ^H 
discouragement    and    disadvantage.      I    lament,    that  ^^ 
any  causes  are  sufficiently  powerful  to  prevent  that        i 
effectual  aid  from  your  eastern   neighbors,  which  the  fl 
interest  of  the  public  cause,  and  the  immediate  safety 
of  your  panicular  State,  so  pressingly  demand  at  this 
time.     But.  though  it  is  dilatory  in  comings  I  cannot 
but  hope  it  will  still  come,  before  it  is  too  late.     I 
imagine  one  cause,  and  not  the  least  material,  of  their 
delay,  is  an  apprehension  of  General   Howe's  army. 
It  were  to  be  wished,  his  designs  were  once  reduced 
to  a  certainty.    This  I  should  be  in  hopes  would 
serve  to  remove  that  inactivity  and  indecision,  which 
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f  believe  proceed  in  a  great  measure  from  suspense 
and  unceruiinty.  I  am  however  advised,  that  ;i  body 
of  New  Hamp?;hire  militia,  under  Genera!  Stark,  had 
joined  General  Lincoln  at  Bcnnin^on.  and  another 
of  Ma^i-sAchu setts  militia,  was  partly  arrived,  and  the 
rest  arriving  at  the  same  place,  A  tolerable  body  of 
men  once  collected  there  would  make  Mr.  Burgoync 
anxious  (or  his  rear,  oblige  him  to  advance  circum- 
spectly, and  lo  leaver  such  strong  posis  bdiind,  as 
tnuiit  make  his  main  body  very  weak,  and  extremely 
capable  of  beirj;  repulsed  by  the  force  wc  shall  have 
in  IronL  I  should  not  be  very  uneasy  for  the  issue, 
if  I  couhl  once  see  our  northern  army  recovered  from 
their  present  dejection,  and  restored  to  a  tolerable 
deforce  of  confidence  and  animation. 

In  addition  to  \\\v  two  irgimcnts,  that  are  gone 
from  Peekskill,  I  am  forwarding  as  fast  as  possible,  to 
join  the  northern  army.  Colonel  Morgan's  corps  of 
riflemen,  amounting  to  about  five  hundred.  These 
are  all  chosen  men.  selected  from  ihL-  arniy  at  large, 
well  acquainted  with  the  use  of  rifles,  and  with  that 
mode  of  fitting,  which  is  necessary  to  make  them  a 
good  counterpoise  to  the  Indians:  and  have  distill 
gui&hed  themselves  on  a  variety  of  occa.«ions.  since 
the  formation  of  the  corps,  in  skinnishes  with  the 
enemy.  1  expect  the  mo5t  eminent  services  from 
chem  ;  and  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  their  presence  does 
not  go  far  towards  producing  a  general  desertion 
among  the  savages-  1  should  think  it  would  be  well, 
even  before  their  arrival,  to  Ijcgin  to  circulate  these 
ideas,    with   proper  embellishments,   throughout  the 
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country  and  In  the  ;irmy;  and  lo  take  pains  to  com* 
municate  them  to  the  enemy.  It  woulJ  not  be  amiss, 
among  other  things,  to  magnify  numbers.'  I  am 
of  opinion,  with  the  Council  of  Safety,  that  your 
presence  lo  the  northward  might  have  a  ver>-  happy 
influence,  and,  if  it  were  compatible  with  the  many 
other  calls  there  are  and  will  be  upon  you,  I  could 
wish  to  sec  you  with  the  northern  army  at  the  head 
of  the  militia  of  your  State. 

From  some  expressions  in  a  letter,  which  I  have 
seen,  written  by  General  Lincoln  to  General  Schuy- 
ler, I  am  led  to  infer,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  unite  all 
the  militia  and  Continental  troops  in  one  body,  and 
make  an  opposition  wholly  in  fronL  If  this  is  really 
the  intention,  I  should  think  it  a  very  ineligible  plan. 
An  enemy  can  always  act  with  more  vigor  and  effect, 
when  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  for  their  flanks 
and  rear,  than  when  they  have ;  and  it  is  one  of  ihe 
most  approved  and  most  universally  practised  ma- 
nocuvcra  of  war,  to  keep  their  fears  continually  awake 
on  these  accounts,  and,  when  circumstances  permit,  to 
be  actually  in  condition  ro  give  them  serious  annoy- 
ance in  those  parts.  Independent  of  the  inconven- 
iences, that  attend  a  situation,  where  the  rear  and 
flanks  arc  constantly  exposed  to  the  insults  <if  light 
parties,  which  may  be  at  ever^'  moment  harassing 
them  ;  the  necessity  of  never  losing  sight  of  the  means 

'  "  TtiE  people  in  (bi^  noJtlicni  anny  stem  hu  imiinjiliitcJ  b):  rhc  ln'lia»^  thiL 
1  liBVC  4lcr«rniinpr1  \e*  4«id  up  Coli^nf]  Morgan'^  coryH  ol  riflrincn.  who  viK 
(ighi  ihem  in  iJieir  own  wjiy.     They  qidtcIi  ffoni  Trrnion  w-mom>w  momiiig, 

Putnina.  ifi  AuguH,  1717- 
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uf  a  siecurr  rctrcraU  which  ou^hl  to  l>e  the  firsi  object 
of  an  officer's  care,  must  be  exceedingly  embarrassing, 
where  there  h  a  force  in  such  a  po<iition  as  to  endan- 
ger it.  If  A  respectable  body  of  men  were  to  he  sta- 
lioncd  on  the  Grants,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  the 
effects  intimated  above,  would  render  it  not  a  tittle 
difficult  for  General  Burgoync  lo  keep  the  ncccssarj' 
communiealion  open  :  and  they  would  frequently 
afford  opponunicie£  of  intercepting;  hi&  convoys.  If 
there  should  be  none  there,  he  might  advance  with 
security,  leaving  small  posts  behind,  and  might  draw 
his  6iip]»^ies  ret,^ular!y  and  without  interruption ;  than 
which  nothini;  could  tend  more  to  facilitate  his  opera- 
tions and  give  them  success.  These  reasons  make  il 
cle;tr1y  n\y  opinion,  that  a  sufficient  body  u(  militia 
shotild  always  be  reserved  in  ^  situation  proper  to 
answer  those  purposes.  If  there  should  be  more  col- 
lected, than  is  requisite  for  this  use,  the  surplusage 
may  with  propriety  be  added  to  the  main  body  of  the 
army.  I  am  not.  however,  so  fully  acquainted  with 
cvcr>'  circumstance,  that  ought  to  be  taken  into  con- 
^deration,  as  lo  prclend  lo  do  any  thing  more  than 
advise  in  the  mattcn  Lcl  those  on  the  spot  determine 
and  act  as  appears  to  them  most  prudent     1  am,  &c. 


P.  S.  Il  is  most  probable  that  Genl  Schuyler  will 
have  put  tt  out  of  the  Hnemy's  power  to  avail  them- 
selveti  of  the  convenience  of  Water  carriagt!,  by  remov- 
ing all  tKicit?(  iHil  4>r  the  way.  If  however  thi>  neces- 
sary  precaution  should  not  have  occurred  lo  him,  it 
would  be  proper  to  remind  him  that  all  means  of 
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facilitating  their  progress  down  the  river  should  be 
cut  off  35  speedily  as  possible/ 


TO    BENJAMIN    FKANKLIN,    IK    J»AR1S. 

fliAit-QvAaTtiu,  17  Aujptti*  1777- 
SlR, 

I  have  been  honored  tvith  your  favor  of  the  3d  of 
April  by  Monsieur  de  CeniR,  written  in  behalf  of  that 
gentleman  on  the  credit  of  Monsieur  Turgot  s  recom- 
inend;ition.  I  should  have  been  bappy,  bad  it  been 
in  my  power,  in  deference  to  your  recommendation, 
founded  upon  that  of  30  respectable  a  character  as 
Monsieur  Turgot,  to  afford  Monsieur  de  Cenis  the 
encouragement »  to  which  his  zeal  and  trouble  in  com- 
ing to  America  to  offer  his  services  give  him  a  claim 
to ;  but  such  is  the  situation  of  things  in  our  army  at 
this  time,  that  I  am  necessarily  deprived  of  that  satib- 
faction.  Our  troops  being  already  formed  and  fully 
officered,  and  the  number  of  foreign  gentlemen  already 
commissioned  and  continually  arriving  with  fresh  ap- 
plications, throw  such  obsiacles  in  the  way  of  any 
future  appointments,  that  every  new  arrival  is  only  a 
new  source  of  embarrassment  to  Congress  and  myself. 
and  of  dlsappoinlment  and  chagrin  lo  the  gentlemen, 

^  "  The  ^tt9\  bulk  ol  ihff  oamirry  is  undonbl^df)'  with  iheCangfce,  in  firin* 
cipl«  Aiul  Lrk  ^viJ  ;  an^i  xhmt  iricasurvi  irr  oi«ciiit<i  with  a  HHncy  and  dkp4Uh 
tbot  $J^  rnn  Ik>  be  equalleJ,  Whcrcvci  the  ki^ig'*  fofcci  po^ni,  m£litk>  to  tli« 
■mount  <A  rhirc  r>r  four  T^oitmnd.  nsbpmhlp  in  iwfnfy'fcuiT  houn ',  rbey  hrfpg 
Avtfh  Lhcm  ibci'  mbiiaicncCH&c.  vidn  the  ^omi  oyer.  ihcynFum  Ic  tbdr  turia*. 
The  Hftmti^iiic  OruiilB  m  pikdicutBi-.  a  cuuhiit- uiiv^eu]]lrd  a.tvil  i^miwl  UDlutuAU 
m  thr  litl  war,  irnw  abiMindi  m  th«  iztonf  irlive  iml  mnut  rrbtlliout  xtxe  of  llit 
oanlinflnt,  *»id  hangt  liliv  i  gutbering  itorm  opon  my  WU."^Sitrf^flyK'  tf  Lord 
<rtw/f  C/rAHitiur.  3o  AutUkE.  1777 
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who  come  over.  I  lad  there  been  only  a  few  to  provide 
for,  we  might  have  found  employment  for  them  in 
a  way  advantageous  to  the  service  and  honorable  to 
themselves ;  but,  a^  they  have  come  over  in  such 
crowds,  we  either  must  iioi  employ  ihi^m,  or  we  inust 
do  it  at  the  e:<pense  of  one  half  of  the  officers  of  the 
army;  which  you  must  be  sensible  woiUd  be  attended 
with  the  xwofX  ruinous  effe<:ts.  and  could  not  fall  to 
occasion  a  f^eneral  discontent.  It  is  impossible  for 
these  gentlemen  to  raise  men  for  themselves ;  and  it 
would  be  equally  impolitic  and  unjust  to  displace 
others,  who  have  heen  at  all  the  trouble  and  at  con- 
sidemble  expense  in  raising  corps,  in  order  to  give 
them  the  command.  Even  where  vacancies  happen, 
there  arc  always  those,  who  have  a  right  of  succession 
by  seniority,  and  who  arc  as  tenacious  of  this  right  as 
of  the  places  they  actually  hold ;  and  in  this  ihey  are 
justified  by  the  common  principle  and  practice  of  all 
a^nie?^  and  by  resolutions  of  Congress.  Were  these 
vacancies  to  be  filled  by  the  foreign  oflficers,  it  would 
not  only  cause  the  resignation  of  those,  who  expect 
to  succeed  to  them,  but  il  would  serve  to  disgust 
others,  both  through  friendship  to  them,  and  from  an 
apprehension  of  their  being  liable  to  the  same  incon- 
venience themselves.  This,  by  rendering  the  hope  of 
preferment  precarious,  would  retnove  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal sprin{>^  of  emulation,  absohitety  necessary  to  be 
^upheld  in  an  army, 

Be?ii<!eN  this  dflTirully,  the  error  we  at  first  fell  into, 
of  prodigally  bestowing  rank  upon  foreigners,  without 
examining  properly  their  pretensions*  having  led  us 
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to  confer  high  ranks  upon  those  who  had  none,  or  of 
a  very  inferior  degree,  in  their  own  country",  it  now 
happens,  that  those  who  have  really  ^ontl  pretensions, 
who  are  men  of  character,  abilities,  and  rank,  will  not 
be  contented  unless  they  arc  introduced  into  some  of 
the  highest  stations  of  the  army,  in  which,  it  needft 
no  arjrumenls  to  convince  you,  it  is  imposi^ible  to 
gratify  them.  Hence  tlieir  dissatisfaction  and  the 
difficulty  of  employing  them  are  increased.  These 
obfitacles  reduce  us  to  this  dilemma :  cither  wc  must 
refuse  to  commission  them  at  all,  and  leave  all  the 
expense,  trouble,  and  risk,  that  have  attended  their 
coming  over.  Lin  compensated  ;  or  we  must  commission 
them  without  being  able  to  incoqjorate  or  employ 
them  ;  by  which  means  enjoying  the  public  pay  and 
an  unmeaning  rank,  they  must  submit  to  the  mortifi- 
cation of  being  mere  ciphers  in  the  army.  This  lasi, 
to  some  of  them,  may  not  be  disag;reeable ;  but  to 
men  of  sentiment,  and  who  are  actuated  by  a  principle 
of  honor  and  a  desire  to  distinguish  themselves,  it 
must  be  humitiatinfj  and  irksome  in  the  extreme. 

From  these  considcrationii  it  would  be  both  prudent 
and  just  to  discourage  their  coming  over,  by  candidly 
opening  the  difficulties  they  have  to  encounter;  and 
if,  after  that,  they  will  persist  in  it,  they  can  only 
blame  themselves.  1  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  it  ia  a 
delicate  and  perplexing  task  to  refuse  applications  of 
persons  patronized,  (as  I  suppose  often  happens,)  by 
some  of  the  firdt  characters  in  the  kingdom  where  you 
are,  and  whose  favor  it  is  of  importance  to  conciliate ; 
but  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be 
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better  to  do  that,  than  by  compliance  to  expose  them 
to  those  mortifications,  which  tliey  inust  unavoidably 
experience,  and  which  the>-  are  too  apt  to  impute  to 
other  causes  than  the  true,  and  m;iy  represent  under 
very  dLsadvantagrons  colors.  Permit  me  also  lo  uIj- 
serve  lo  you,  that  even  where  you  do  not  promise 
any  thin^,  but  simply  give  a  line  of  recommendation, 
they  dmw  ^a  strong  an  assurance  of  succciis  from 
that  as  from  a  positive  engagement,  and  estimate 
the  hardship  of  a  disappointment  nearly  the  same  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.     1  am,  &c* 


to  bbnjamin  harrison.  !n  cokukhss 

Dkak  Sir, 

If  I  did  not  misunderstand  what  you  or  some  other 
member  of  Congrf-ss  said  to  me,  respp-ciing  tlie  ap- 
pointment of  ihe  M^rqiris  de  Lafayette,  he  has  mis* 
conceived  the  design  of  his  appointment,  or  Congress 
did  tiot  understand  the  extent  ol  his  views ;  for  cer- 
tain  It  is.  If  I  understood  Arm,  that  he  does  not 
conceive  his  commission  is  merely  honorary,  but  given 


1 "  t  VM  jaM  ftw  iaf«mcd  Ihiit  LienL  UcNaiie.  of  Lhc  Artillery,  hu  been 
inoaad,  mt6  «lan4i  bound  mvr  to  Ihf  neftmt  Crmrt  to  hr  hthl  fm  Hartrnnl 
Cogniy,  for  cnluCiiif  l»o  nan  to  wrv*  in  oq«  nt  th«  ConLintnltii  R*|pmiibiii  of 
AnAltrTp  Tlito.  it  u  wid.  i%  \o  consd^iifncf  cf  an  ftci  of  yom  Aterwilrly,  by 
■Mcft  all  oflom  trr  proHlittf<l  fmm  «n!lslli£  in<rn  wllhln  tli?  Sraie.  unlns 
iWj  w«  ol  the  Kc^micBii  bcLongijij  lo  it,  I  hftve  tttwt  ttta  th«  Lav.  ^nl 
Ikotiwc  UDOol  ynlti'd  lu  JcEcintliie  h^w  fu  Ojc  |JiuhJbJ[iun  CKlcndi,  but 
ifcodd  «fpp£Ac,  It  ma%  only  d<tt|rDcd  |i>  prcrrnt  the  OlTicein  of  cnhes  Siftlei  Cb- 
btti^BCD  tn  fit]  up  lh*  R«]Eim«nl«  astigned  lo  Ihirir  QuoU.  So  Su,  it  appvum 
tc  BK,  thr  A(t  veM  bv  f^iiadud  on  thr  BEriclcM  jutlKt ;  but  when  there  i»  «fi 
■bMincSccmMr 'f  Artillery  Corpi. — when  thmMich  Kt^lmcnu  vert  ordered 
l»  te  ntod  bjr  Coagfcu,  vitbgui  bria^  kpportioneil  va  «tiy  pAtticuUr  btAit. 
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with  a  view  to  commaad  a  division  of  this  army,  h 
is  true  he  lifts  said,  th^t  he  i«  yotmg  ^nd  inexperi* 
enccd.  but  at  the  same  time  has  alvrays  accompanied 
it  with  a  hint,  that,  so  soon  as  /  shall  think  Aim  fit 
for  the  command  uf  a  division,  he  shall  be  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  it,  and  in  the  mean  time  has 
offered  his  service  for  a  smaller  command :  to  which 
I  may  add,  that  he  has  actually  applied  to  nicr,  by  di- 
rection he  says  from  Mr.  Hancock,  (or  commissions 
for  his  Two  aids-dc-camp. 

What  the  designs  of  Congress  respecting  this 
Gentleman  were,  and  what  line  of  conduct  I  am  to 
pursue  to  comply  with  their  design  &  his  expecta- 
tions, I  know  no  more  than  the  child  unborn,  and 
beg  to  be  instructed.  If  Congress  meant,  that  this 
rank  should  be  unaccompanied  by  command,  1  wish  it 
ha<l  been  sufiicieiuly  explained  lo  him.  If,  on  the 
other  hand^  it  was  intended  to  vest  him  with  all  the 
powers  of  a  major-general,  why  have  I  been  led  into 
a  contrary  belief,  and  left  in  the  dark  with  respect  to 
my  own  conduct  towards  him  ?  This  difficult^',  with 
the  numberless  applications  for  Employment  by  For- 
eigners, under  their  respective  appointments,  adds  no 

ceruinly  etch  ahoulil  funtl!(ih  a  itmpoitichn  ct  men.  Thl^  an^  h  ijitire  oitier- 
wi».  All  ID  ihti  L'ltue  nuw  xritli  iht  Aim)'  have  been  cDlitteil  in  th«  New  Kng- 
Und  ^Ulcn,  ■  f(w  cmptc-]^  .ind  ihc  fiULcil  i>ut  in  ihal  of  Muv^huMCb, 
tnfT  «nrl  thnrt:  thrlr  i^unii  o(  Ihc  9ft  batlbliom  tin!  jMvd.  and  4  ptnptrrikm  of 
Lh«  addnion*]  t<>.  I  wjll  nm  vy  AnjrthinG  ol  iht  policy  or  iififjolrcy  of  [he  Act, 
ii  ii  hu  A  iborc  rxtcn:>L^ti  upcruTion  Ihpn  1  tiikvc  luppuaeJ  il  (a  have ;  tiuE  1 
wijuld  (akc  like  !n>ciTy  ii>  itliitErve  ihnf  in  my  i^iimEfii.  ki  wciiilil  Iw  fur  Ihc  vlfin* 
Ei|^  of  tht  Slfltd  if  rtcK  laf  'tm  hxi\  men  empU>y«(I  in  [His  LiDjHjrtdnt  bnncii 
of  vai,  Hoi  19  Add.  tlitl  Che  wholo  ou^bl  locopinbulc  (quall>  lo  (Hi:  lilhii|«  of 
all  Cvrpi  dial  uv  deemed  curnEin].  and  uhi^h  ate  nccolldttfit  lo  any  indlvf dull 
one." —  iVitMAt/tflM  tti  tkt  Mury/nJt^  Vfltgatft  tit  C^t^/tt,  t?  Ajgvt,  1777. 
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small  t:Tnbarrai«tn^nt  to  a  cominand,  whkli,  without 
it,  is  abundantly  perplexed  by  the  differeni  tempers  1 
have  to  do  with.  &  different  modes  which  the  respec- 
tive States  have  pursued  to  nominate  &  arfrange] 
their  officers  ;  the  combinntion  of  all  which  is  but  a 
loo  just  reprciscntation  of  a  great  chaos,  from  whence 
we  are  endeavoring,  how  successfully  time  can  only 
tell,  to  draw  some  regularity  and  order. 

I  was  going  to  address  Congress  for  Instructions 
in  the  case  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  bm  upon 
second  thought  concluded  to  ask  some  direction  of 
my  conduct  in  this  matter  through  a  member,  and 
therefore  have  imposed  this  task  upon  you.  Let  me 
beseech  you  then,  my  good  Sir,  to  give  me  the  senti- 
ments of  Congress  on  this  matter,  that  I  may  en- 
deavor, as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power,  to  comply  with 
them.  With  respect  to  commissions  for  his  aidde- 
camps,  I  told  him  that  I  should  write  to  Mr.  Hancock 
about  them,  and  I  wish  co  be  insiructed.  The  Mar- 
quis is  now  in  Fhiladelphin,  but  expected  up  this  day 
or  lo*mom>w.     With  sincere  regard,  1  am,  &c' 

^The  flpf>oinifntnE  of  fht  ^(u%|iiLt  At  Lafftyf^tte  u  fl  rnajor-|;vn«T4l  Ifilheiet- 
Tvr  ed  Lh«  IJbiUJ  SlstA,  took  pbce  on  llic  3IBI  ol  Julj,  v%A  H  ihui  fc^inlcJ 

"  WIvnai  lhf>  MnnjiHi  rl«  iMi^yrJXfi,  niit  of  hJi  ^rxX  ipxl  In  thi>  nmvf  of 
UlMrtgr,  In  vkkcbl^  Unt1e<l  Sum  a»  vngAftd,  hu  Icfi  hit  'omily  Aud  con- 
ncxkjfB*  call  aI  lii*  «wo  »priuc  clmhc  uvcr  lo  ufler  \a^  vrviu  Lu  the  UuileJ 
StBtd.  vlUvHl  ptation  ct  fvrficxlu  nllifA^ntr,  unci  y%  imloiiL  ro  ruU  hb  life 
»  on  caaiB  ;  Rcmlvtd,  (hit  hi*  tvnicG  bt  accaptad.  and  iKat,  in  Guiuidcrarion 
^  WvMdL  hhHUMrioiu  lamOf.  aod  coiJii»iorii.  ht  ^aTfl  (he  mnk  «nd  cwm- 
viMtoft  of  majof^tivfvl  in  fhv  army  ni  (h«  Limtnl  SmTtc  " 

**  ]  lOifiber  v«Il  a  cotivenation'k  |?aiain|£  bctviii  yau  aod  I  <n  th»  Mkt- 
)fKL  of  llv  ManfOAdc  U  Ffalie'tLuiimiiMiuu,  nfitl  ilini  I  InM  vou  ic  Htimcctlf 
haa»Hfy.  In  fItAt  ligM  J  keokM  on  it,  tnd  v>  An\  ev^ry  nihrr  inrmbrF  id  Con- 
lit  had  made  M  ai;r«<invcii  witti  Mr.  0»A«,liu1lhi>hf  p^vo  up  by  l,tlt<r 
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TO    DRIGADFER-GENCRAL    WAYNE, 

Nkshahijij  Camf,  v^  ABgiitil»  1777. 

I  wish  thro'  you,  Sir,  to  return  my  thanks  to  the 
Pennsylvania  officers,  who  subscribed  the  Memorial 
you  delivered  me  a  few  days  since,  for  the  obliging 
sentiments  they  are  pleased  to  enierE^in  of  me — At 
the  same  lime,  you  will  inform  them,  that  [  am  fully 
sensible  of  the  Justice^  in  wliidi  their  Complaint  re- 
specting the  exorbitant  price  of  Goods  and  necessa- 
ries is  founded,  and  that  I  painfully  foresee  the  disa- 
greeable consequences  the  measure  leads  to.  My 
wishes  are.  tliat  the  Abuse  of  which  they  complain, 
should  be  restrained,  but  1  know  not  how  it  is  to  be 
effected.  I  have  represented  the  matter  to  the  Con- 
gress, and  have  the  most  implicit  confidence,  that 
they  will  adopt  any  means  that  are  practicable,  to 
remedy  the  Evil.  They  feel  it  sensibly — and  it  is 
felt  by  all,  but  a  Mode  of  Redress,  I  fear,  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  find,  as  it  has  ever  been  in  instances  of  a  like 
nature.  I  am  not  s,inguine  in  my  expectations,  that 
they  will  remove  the  grievance  totally,  yet  I  should 
hope  that  it  may  be  done  in  part,  thro'  their  delibera- 
tions and  the  interposition  of  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  powers  in  the  several  Slates.     I  can  only 

rn  Con^Tr'o.  nor  wi^hin^  nithf  »id  io  etnliarnis  iheir  aflun.  Mr  Dii^r  vho 
pra<#tit«d  this  Icdct  a<Bur'd  ui  hr  did  not  vrith  or  d«trc  CorDui*ndt  but  £biq  gi 
Eo  unilvrtiuid  bi&  chief  moilvc  fur  goitng  inio  oui  »tivi«  UiU  Eu  be  ntu  yoti^  Lo 
HC  HTvif  (.  nnd  (i3  grve  him  rti  cclaf  it  home,  where  he  eipecteil  tie  would  hwn 
rtCitm,  The««  yaa  may  defend  un  >[  wcr?  llie  reafiuns  (hjtt  indutml  CongrcH 
lu  CDihpJy  wiUi  hih  tequ»t.  And  iliii  Eic  (i-rDld  nul  linvr  obiiiinM  ihc  ouniniatDn 
nn  ary  nrfaer  l#m:i<i  The  ather  diy  1i«  i>iirpnfe<1  every  borly  by  ■  lerrer  nl  hit 
r««|D<itiii^  MmiaiuJonG  Cor  hi;  ofEcen,  *ad  iordimAtiftg  HE  the  wd«  Eime  lb*l  he 
»k<mU  eipeci  u  ci^muiAud  u  wuq  u  ytju  shi;iuld  ttiiiiV  him  lit  f«i  one.  D*|>eaii 
on  ft,  c:on^rit  never  meanl  ihir  he  thoull  have  one.  ncr  vlLt  nol  feunteninft 
bim  in  biNP[>|4itAiifmii," — Sntjnmtrt  Hurrisen  fa  Wo/fti'w/ftfl,  ^Ani^ail,  1777- 
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a&sure  Xhv.  Gtntlemcn,  I  shall  ever  be  happy  in  afTonl- 
ing  my  exertions  la  suppress  any  pubHc  abuses,  fio 
far  as  shall  be  compatible  with  my  situation.  More. 
I  am  j)erxiia<U:(l,   ihcy  will  never  wish  or  expect  of 

me    *    •    * 

In  respect  to  the  period,  from  which  the  augmented 

pay  1%  to  be  dr^wr,  the  Line  has  been  already  settled 

by  Congress.     They  determined,  that  the  officers  ap- 

pointed  to  3cr\'c  in  the  present  Army  should  receive 

B       it  from  the  time  of  their  appointments  by  their  respeo 

H      tive  States.     In  conformity  to  this  Rule,  they  have 

H     been  paid  without  deviation,  that  I  recollect.     If  there 

H      are  any  who  have  not,  it  has  been  owing  to  their  own 

I      omissions^-or  if  the  augmented  pay  has  been  extcnd- 

H      cd  in  any  case  to  a  remoter  period  for  its  commcncc- 

H      ment.  it  escaped  my  observation.      I  would  also  add, 

H     chat  if  this  Resolution  had  not  been  passed,  I  should 

^^QOi  have  considered  myself  authorized  to  grant  War- 

^^^^■nu  for  the  ;iuginenteci  pay  of  any  time  preceding 

the  ist  of  January':  conceiving  that  the  old  would 

have  continued  till  the  last  of  December,  that  being 

the  Day  when  the  service  of  the  late  Army  generally 

expired, — and  that  the  augmented  pay  was  intended 

(or  the  new.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    GATES. 

ItKAO-QuiATxKi.  Bi'CKtCoTY.  10  Avosl,  1777- 


By  a  Letter  from  Genl  Schuyler  of  the  ijih  Instant 
it  appears,  that  you  hsd  not  reach'd  Stillwater  at  that 
time  ;  Since  which  I  have  not  had  any  Accounts  from 
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you,  but  expecc  you  had  arriv'd  there  soon  after  that 
date.  From  the  various  representations  made  to  mc 
of  the  disadvantage  the  »riny  lay  under,  particularly 
the  Militia,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  Indian  Mode 
of  Fighting,  I  have  despatched  Colo.  Morgan  with 
his  Corps  of  Riflemen  to  your  assistance,  &  expect 
they  will  be  with  you  in  eight  days  from  this  date. 
This  Corps  I  have  great  dependence  on,  &  have  no 
doubt  but  they  will  be  exceedingly  useful ;  as  a  check 
given  to  the  Savages,  S:  keeping  them  within  proper 
Bounds,  will  prevent  GenI  Burgoyne  from  getting 
Intelligence  as  formerly.  &  animate  your  other 
Troops  from  a  Sense  of  their  being  more  on  an 
equality  with  the  Enemy.'  Coles  Cortlandt's  aiKi 
Colonel  Livingston's  Regiments  are  also  on  their  way 
from  Peekskill  to  Join  you-  They  must  of  <:ourse  be 
with  you  in  a  very  few  days.  With  these  Reinforce- 
ments, besides  the  Militia  under  General  Lincoln, 
(which  by  this  time  must  be  pretty  considerable.)  I 
am  in  hopes  you  will  find  yourself  at  least  equal  to 
stop  the  Progress  of  Mr,  Burj^oyne,  &,  by  cutting  of 
his  supplies  of  Provision,  &ca  to  render  his  situation 
very  ineligible. 

Since  the  Enemy's  fleet  was  seen  off  Sinepuxent, 
the  8th  Inst,  we  have  no  accts  from  them,  which  caft 

'  On  AuEiui  4lh  Conj^rcM  vcalnl  Oil&  Kith  the  command  «f  Lfaf  Norlhera 
llFpanmcrir.in'l  on  (he  i^ih  he  joined  ibe  amiy  ni  Vau  Schiuck'i  [ilRml,  ■!  Ilie 
jtincljon  ol  fhe  Muhiwk  ntid  HaJK^n  nven,  nUv  mllei  nortli  oj  Alban/-  "  E 
aciDuE  hiiJTif;iEiLllf  thtrik.  yrwr  CxcclleiLcy, "  he  aeuIc  1o  Wulitn^luii  on  tl»  >3tl, 
*'  Um  4rrni1m|{  nil,  MnruiTi"*  cnrpa  to  i}iis  Hrmy,  Thry  will  hr  of  thr  yreiiTRt 
■vrvics  toil.  Fnr  uhUl  [hv  latecUGC«H  ibiii  way  I  am  told,  ihv  afmy  vere<|uit4 
panic  itmck  by  ihc  Inditna,  »nd  ihcir  Tory  and  Canodiio  AHualiu,  in  ladliu 
DruL" 
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be  depended  on.  1  am  now  of  opinion,  that  Charles 
Town  is  the  present  object  of  General  Howe's 
attention,  though  for  what  suJfiiicHt  reason,  unless  he 
expected  to  drag  this  army  after  him  by  appearing  at 
different  placef*.  &  thereby  leave  the  Country  open 
for  Genl  Clinton  to  March  out  and  endeavor  to  form 
a  junction  with  Genl  Burgoynr,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
determine-  General  Schuyler's  sendin;^  a  Reinforce- 
ment up  to  Fort  Schuyler  I  think  was  absolutely 
necessary  ;  &  I  am  of  opininn,  that  particular  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  the  Inroads  leading  to  that 
quarter,  as  a  Successful  Stroke  of  the  Enemy  there 
might  be  a  means  of  encouraging  (he  whole  of  the- 
Six  Nations  to  unite  against  us*     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 


TO  THE   l'RESIUE>rr  OK  CONGRESS. 

NVIIAMINV   QmMV,   ft]  Au|£uM,  inr 
BlR. 

From  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  General 
Howe  depoirted  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  there  19 
the  strongest  reason  tn  concluite.  that  He  is  gone 
either  far  10  the  Eastward  or  Soitihwartl,  and  with  a 
design  to  execute  some  determined  plan.  The  danger 
of  the  sea,  the  injury  hi^  Troops  &  horses  must  sus- 
tain from  being  so  long  confined,  the  loss  of  time  so 
late  in  the  campaign,  will  scarcely  admit  a  supposi- 
tion that  he  is  merely  making  a  feint,  and  still  intends 
10  return  either  to  the  Delaware  or  the  North  River 
without  performing  some  enterprise  first  in  another 
quarter.     The  probability  is  in  favor  of  a  Southern 
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expedition,  because  he  has  been  seen,  since  his  de- 
parture from  the  Capes,  off  Sinepuxtmt,  steering  a 
Southern  course;  and  because,  had  his  destination 
been  to  the  eastward,  his  arrival  there,  (rom  the  gen- 
eral 3tate  of  the  WtqiIs,  must  iiave  announcied  it 
before  this,  or  his  fleet  wold  have  been  discovered  by 
some  of  tile  crui^^crs  on  that  co^st. 

If  he  is  gone  to  the  Southward,  he  must  be  gone 
far  that  way ;  for,  had  the  Chesapeake  Bay  been  his 
object,  he  would  have  been  there  long  since,  and  the 
fact  well  established.  Beyond  that,  there  is  noplace 
short  of  Chartestown  of  sufficient  importance  to  en- 
gage his  attention.  The  extensive  commerce,  the 
vast  accumjlation  of  military  and  other  stores  in  that 
Town  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  eclat  it  would 
give  his  arms  if  he  should  unfortunately  take  it,  afford 
hirn  stronger  iuducenit^nts  to  direct  his  operations 
there,  than  he  could  possibly  have  elsewhere.  Mat- 
ters  being  thus  circumstanced,  an  important  question 
arises  ;  how  this  army  Is  to  be  employed.  If  \\\\  in- 
tentions are  such  as  1  have  supposed  them,  it  appears 
to  me  that  an  attempt  to  follow  him  would  not  only 
be  fruitless*  but  would  be  attended  with  the  most 
ruinous  consequences.  The  distance  is  so  immense, 
that  CenI  Howe  might  accomplish  every  purpose  he 
had  in  view,  before  we  cojld  possibly  arrive  to  oppose 
him;  and  so  long  a  march  tlirough  an  unhealthy 
climate  at  this  season  would  debilitate  and  wa:4te  a 
principal  part  of  our  force.  Added  to  this,  after  we 
had  made  a  considerable  progress,  he  might  easily 
rctfmbark  his   Troops  and   turn    his  arms  against 
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Philailelphia  or  elsewhere,  as  he  Hhoiihi  think  proper, 
without  our  being  ina  condition  to  f^Ive  the  le:ist  aid. 

As  these,  and  many  other  reasons,  which  will  read- 
fly  occur  la  Congress,  will  show  the  iiTipraclicabiUty 
of  our  counteracting  Genl  Howe  withanygood  eRcct 
in  that  Quarter,  wc  have  no  other  alternative  Icftthan 
to  remain  here  Idle  &  inactive,  on  the  remote  proba- 
bihtv'  of  his  returning  this  way,  or  to  proceed  towards 
Hudson's  River,  with  a  view  of  opposing  Ocnl  Bur- 
go}'ne,  or  making  an  attempt  on  York  I^ilvincl,  as  the 
lation  of  affairs  shall  point  out.  A  successful 
stroke  with  respect  to  cither  wo'd  be  attended  with 
the  most  signal  advantages,  and  would  be  the  best 
compensation  wc  could  make  for  any  losses  we  may 
sustain  to  the  southward.  Besides  these  considera- 
tions, if,  after  all  our  conjectures  and  re.isoning  upon 
the  subject.  GenI  Howe  should  be  gone  to  the  east- 
ward to  coi^pcratc  with  Mr.  Bur^oync,  the  army  wtU 
be,  by  the  movement  proposed,  so  far  on  its  way.  to 
prevent,  I  hope,  the  success  of  his  enterprise. 

The  above  reasons  led  me  to  call  a  Council  of  GenI 
officers  this  morning,  to  take  the  Subject  of  removing 
the  Troops  from  hence  into  consider,itton  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  Congress,  they  were  in  sentiments 
vtth  me  upon  ihe  occasion,  as  th«fy  wttl  perceive  by  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  then  had»  which  I  do  myself 
the  honor  of  laying  before  them.  Nevertheless,  as  it 
b  a  movement  which  may  involve  the  most  import- 
ant consequences,  t  have  thought  proper  to  submit  it 
to  Congress  for  their  deliberation  &  decision.  If  it  is 
deemed  expedient,  we  have  perhaps  not  a  moment  to 
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lose  in  carrying  it  into  execution;  and,  under  this 
persuasion,  I  have  sent  Colol  H^niilton,  one  o(  my 
aids,  wlio  will  hiive  iKt  honor  of  delivering  this,  to 
bring  me  the  result  of  their  opinion.'  As  the  north- 
ern department  has  been  all  along  considered  scparatCp 
&  in  some  measure  distinct,  and  there  are  special 
Resolves  vesting  the  command  in  particular  persons, 
— in  case  it  should  hereafter  appear  eligible  to  unite 
the  Two  Armies,  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  that 
Congress  should  place  the  matter  upon  such  a  footing 
as  to  remove  all  Scruples  or  difficulties  about  tlie 
command,  that  could  possibly  arise  on  my  arrival 
there.  This  1  request,  from  a  disposition  to  Har- 
mony, &  from  my  knowing  the  ill  &  fatal  conse- 
quences that  have  often  arisen  from  such  controver- 
sies, and  not  from  the  most  distant  apprehension,  that 
one  would  take  place  upon  such  an  event.  The 
thing  however  is  possible;  and  to  guard  against  it 
can  do  no  injury.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

^  III  the  cifUTitji]  i'X  war  tt  mo^  dcxiJcd,  ^t,  lUc  undtjiutuiui  upjnian  oflliclKiwd 
of  oflictn  :  hr^F.  tlKil  ihr  riiflqiy'ii  fleal  hail  raiifel  proliObEy  Ui[f>d  far  ChBTlChlon  \ 
Bccon^l J,  th&L  II  AOk  iLoi  cxpoJiAnt  for  iho  aimy  to  mnrch  ftanthw4rd,  4«  it  couM 
Doi  poulbl^  ■nivc  at  ClLarJcit'm  iu  lime  lu  kSaril  udt  succor;  ih^rilly,  thai 
the  flrmy  iJimiM  mtwr  ItrnnvdlDply  tovardtlh?  Nonh  Hiver.  11l«  Mnrqulide 
Lufflyctlc  tE>aW  put  (or  the  fixiL  rime  In  (iic  council  ^f  wir  c;['DvcdciJ  on  Ihu 
Oi.Tii^ii>n,  Uid  iilleiidcil  witli  the  rwik  ul  mnjuj-^cucriir  ruii^(c«iip|>mvci|  tUft 
dfriNion,  f*n  JhPKimt  tLij  Ihot  th^  aliivr  Irrirr  wa»  whKrn  ;  hur  iniHti|2«n<« 
utIvpl)  the  nenl  morning,  (hat  the  British  fleet  hftH  ti»n  Hvn  Ur  up  thvChci*' 
pCiXe  Bay.  uii  wa>  commu^iJcBtcd  lu  Ocarral  Wnbhiu^iou  by  PicijdrDi  llftn- 
cock.  In  a  1«l[«''TntF<1  Augiiii  YiA.  Jil  hn1f<past  on?  o^dock  tn  rlir  tftprncHm,  M 
fotlowv:  '*  Thit  ETiaucat  ftu  eijjrEAH  Ofrived  Irom  Murylind  witb  ui  AL^cotint  of 
ucur  Vttv  huiiLlrciL  ^^  uf  GcficrAl  tlawp't  dcrt  bdii|£al  unchuc  in  [be  Ch»ap»Lc 
Bay  In  foQier^uence  al  litis  advicr.  CangTFH  hnvi-  orrl^rH  ihp  (moiniitte 
temovid  of  the*(or«  And  priB^ven  fjom  LAncuIrr  un)  Vork  Id  tliii  Siaic  lo 
I^Jaco  uf  ^rcAtCf  litkly/'  Thi»  iutcUJgcocc  uf  ojiuk  immctliitlcty  ihu;|-ol  Elic 
pjjtn  of  opwiilQiii- 


P,  S.  That  1  in^y  not  appear  inconsistent,  to 
advise  and  to  act  before  I  obtain  an  opinion,  I  heg 
leave  to  mention,  that  1  shatl  move  the  army  to  the 
Delaware  to-morrow  morning,  to  change  ihrir  Ground 
at  any  rate,  as  :heir  present  encampment  begins  to  be 
disagreeable,  and  would  injure  their  Health  in  a  short 
time.     Our  forage  also  begins  to  grow  scarce  here.' 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   Oh    CONf-KPSS. 

CauP,  at  Cross  Roaos,  93  Aa^ul,  1777, 
SiK, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  containing  the  intcl- 
liffenct  of  the  enemy's  arrival  in  Chesapeake  bay.  and 
the  re'M.iIulion  of  Congress  thereupon.'  I  havt^  in 
coofiequence  of  this  account,  sent  orders  to  General 
Nash  immediately  to  embark  his  brigade  and  Col 
Procters  corps  cf  artillery,  if  vessels  Cdn  be  procured 
for  the  purpose,  and  to  proceed  to  CheiJter  ;  or.  if 

■  "  Rf  il]'  tndmnl.  whirh  htt  thj»  niuiiirni  unnc  l^.^  hAnd.  yon  will  pL^nvlvr 
Atl  At  Eimot'v  F1*vE  hav*  at  Ivn^^th  fxitly  entend  tht  Ch(i>4p<aLe  Hiy,  ^uan 
Point  bd«c  al  Icui  Iwo  handled  n\\\ti  a|'.  1  <1f«irc  y^ii  vilJ  iiniD«1iateIr  fet- 
wml  ika  uoMM  16  Gcivr  TnimbaJt)  to  be  hy  him  ««ni  00  Ihir  vattwvrd.  As 
that  m  qM  aow  tbc  Ihk  dAii(<er  ef  C«acn|  Ilove't  going  i«  N«w  Knglard,  ! 
hop*  ihc  vIkiIc  Fence  of  ilifti  Cvunlry  viU  tara  uul.  ^ad.  by  follo^Uic  tlic  gtCAl 
ttnJu  mntrk  h^  Onl  Slaik  nmr  Brnninernn,  «nlLrd>  emib  Gtrl  BitE^jynrn 
«^  bv  b^  Wtlar  (o  Colonal  Balieti  turtrnt  id  be  in  w«il  uf  utma^l  «v«ry  thing. 
I  k*fc  TOi  viU  ^w  in  lucb  ■  Foic<  of  Mkliiu  at  will  cl?c<tajil]r  Kcurc  four 
IBtt  ipliir  a«r  Micanpi  Cri>ia  N«v  VorL.  I  ihoLl  be  ctilicol  10  draw  GenI 
SnUivwi  wUh  %ii  diwition  down  lo  me  :  foi,  Iry  U«nl  llowe't  coDiing  v3  far  up 
rfciwpri^ir,  he  Dul  iKUi  I11  r<«ch  PhiladcLpKiA  b^  ihftt  lUiU.  ihu'  ti»  lie  »urc 

*  O*  llie  8M  Cofefioi  ApprVTcd  iW  dctcummiilion  of  Wi«tLint:toii  to  march 
ti  lludMin'«  Khrr:  bui  00  Ihc  Acoipi  al  intpUJccncc  of  (h?  nicaiy'i 
i*  ihfl  CheiApetlw.  it  dlrvcl«4.  Ib«  OnrnJ  "lo  pmrfH  in  tvch 
w  bbaJl  «fpuf  to  Mm  mofi  <:i>aduti*c  to  the  gcncr*!  iDicrt*!."— 
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vt's^d*  cannGt  be  providccl.  lo  hasten  towards  that 
place  by  land  with  atl  the  despatch  be  can.  I  have 
also  directed  General  Sullivan  to  join  this  army  with 
his  divi&ion  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  I  have  issued 
orders  for  all  the  troops  here  to  be  in  tnotion  to* 
morrow  morning  vcrj'  e^riy,  with  intention  to  march 
them  towards  Philadelphia*  I  am  happy  to  find 
Congress  have  ordered  the  removal  of  the  stores 
from  Lancaster  and  York  to  places  of  greater  safety, 
which  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  proper  and  necessary 
measure.  With  much  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servanL 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
Sift,  ^'  Aiiguw,  \m 

\  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  the  army  marched 
early  this  morning,  and,  I  expect,  will  encamp  this 
Evening  within  Five  or  Six  milas  of  Philadelphia. 
To-morrow  morning  it  will  move  again,  and  I  think 
to  march  It  thro'  the  city,  but  without  halting.  I  am 
induced  to  do  this,  from  the  opinion  of  Several  of 
my  officers  and  many  I'Vicnds  in  Philadelphia^  that  it 
may  have  some  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  disaf- 
fectcd  there,  and  those  who  are  Dupes  to  their  arti- 
fices and  opinions.  The  march  will  be  down  Front 
and  up  Chesnut  street,  and  I  presume  about  Seven 
o'clock/     Notwithstanding  the  arrival  of  the  Enemy's 

'  "  Thft  mdn  hf^f  of  hib  fWuIibi^ton'sl  ftrmy  thii  morniDjc  pkUcO  Lhigtagb 
rhUctty.  Krom  ill?  Slilr  ]1cui«,  vr  liD't  H  fair  vIpw  n(  ihrm  m  ttey  p«uvrf  In 
iheLf  tcveul  dlvuioDL  The  army  doiit.-,  A-iLh  thcti  nccciuiry  tmiAon^'Aad 
ulillcE}  fur  cbJ]   JiviiiiunH  cjiclukirc  of  theii  bafu;L|^e  WAf^uni,  i^uuiU,  &c,. 
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Fleet  in  ihc  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  th<^  seeming  proba- 
bility chat  Genl  Howe  will  debark  his  Troops  and 
aiiempi  somciliing.  yet  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
Tncntion.  that  I  think  the  several  works  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  should  be  carried  on  wiih  the  usual 
industry,  and  that  no  pains  should  be  omitted  to 
complete  cm.  I  would  also  ad%"ise.  that  the  same 
Look-outs  for  intelligence  should  be  continued  at  the 
Capes,  and  the  earliest  information  communicated  of 
any  thing  material  ;  for,  tho'  the  rieel  is  in  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  the  Enemy  may  push  in  a  number  of 
;U  with  Troops,  and  make  an  effort  to  effect 
some  stroke  agsL  Philadelphia  by  surprise  Such  an 
event  does  not  seem  probable  while  they  have  a  large 
show  of  Force  in  a  neighboring  Stale  ;  but  it  will  be 
prudent  to  guard  against  it  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c> 
P,  S,  I  think  some  directions  should  be  given 
GenL  Armstrong  respecting  the  Militia.' 


TO   THE    PRCSIDENT   OF   Ca!<fCl(KS.S. 

WjLXiMrroM,  9Ui>'cbdi,  P.M., 
Sift.  asAupi*!,  1777- 

The  enclosed  intelligence  has  just  come  to  my 
hands.  Genl  Greene's  and  General  Stephen's  divi- 
sions are  within  a  few  miles  of  this  place.     I  shall 

wMtfi  nok  AMilbcir  touu,  were  opvudi  of  Itfo  hoiin  itt  punini^  with  ■  lindr, 
iMfL"— //nv7  JVvvUof  Ar  CwtfTm>r  C»tf,  34  Atijpitt.  1777. 
"TW  trmj  HTchcil  tbrti^E^  Itif  rUr.  mil  W4i.-i|]onfd  to  DUko  «  Goc  tp* 
F.  thw  rcdwof  fiuprting  hriag  rtrfipmHj  well  prfwrvnL'"— /^'fcWuf'i 

* ''  Xt**^r^  ThM  ihe  Pruldvnl  infijnu  Geiicrid  WakLioirluu.  Lhat  Cougraa 
'mem  iBUodvd  hj  %nj  comnLtuioti  hlthcria  ^nfcid  by  Ihem.  nr  hy  ihr  F-uhkh- 
of  tbj  Dtp«r1iDcnl  ^luUver.  it  nijitrcdJc  or  circijRiicritiD  lh«  |>owtt 
GoisiO  WuLiD|toa.  b  tli<  ComoikiitlcritLcbicI  of  tX\  Ibc  CoatlnoDl*!  L«ui 
wWiIb  ibc  tIpiLfd  Stales."— ^nfnd A  d/  Cottfrm.  ?}  Anpitt^  1777. 
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order  them  lo  march  immediately  here/  The  two 
other  divisons  halted  this  day  at  Derby  to  refresh 
themselves;  but  they  will  come  on  as  expeditiously 
as  posstljte.  There  are  about  five  hundred  Fennsyl* 
vania  militia  at  Chester  and  Marcus  Hook,  that  are 
armed  :  there  are  a  number  more  unarmed.  I  have 
ordered  all  the  armed  immediately  down/  I  do  not 
know  what  number  of  militia  of  this  State  are  yet 
collected:  but  I  am  told  ihcy  turn  out  with  great 
alacrity.  There  are  a  quantity  of  public  and  private 
stores  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  which  I  am  afraid  wilt  fall 
into  the  Enemy's  hands,  it  they  advance  quickly; 
among  others,  there  is  a  considerable  parcel  of  Salt 
Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  save  that.  When 
I  get  my  force  collected.  1  shall  dispose  of  it  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner  in  my  Power,  To  this 
end  I  puq>ose  to  view  the  Grounds  towards  the 
Enemy  in  the  morning.  1  am  yet  a  stranger  to 
them.*      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

^  *'  Amguit^*,^ — Tht  i.nD]r  niAmhnI  Ifamagh  Chnrfr  la  NaunBn'«Crc#1i,lb0 

'  "  I  h»c  jvil  rc^J  iiifunikKtiaik.  Uiit  ;bc  Bncmy  began  to  UeliI  ilijs  monujie 
•boiii  Six  mtl««  helnw  Hfad  nl  KII-,  oppi>:Lir«  lo  C^cil  Conrl-tlouse  The  in- 
formtuil  ti^^i  h«  kAw  two  ihoutoud  mca,  Inii  he  may  be  mlfiEflken  is  lu  the  rntBi' 
bd-  1  ilckift  you  lif  bcnii  d(T  every  miLn  vf  llic  iDiliciH  uaJcr  your  (.uinitiJincl, 
TFUT  if  pruprrZy  pr]iid»  %>•  <]iijck  xi  p-icaiblr.  H  ihey  wert  In  begin  ihcii  marcli 
Ihii  riL|;Kl  ^blle  t1  ii  cool,  \\  v/VH  be  ih«beiier,  Thvyarr  tn  fin>cf«^  to  WilmJog- 
tSHk,  vhciT  ihcy  niU  receive  orders  for  thcji  dfdiinilioiu  [  dciiie  yon  M'lU  Ipi* 
medmlc-ly  timrl  for  Gmml  PolTer»  oikI  glvr  him  ditrcikm^  To  came  on  lA  Vie 
witb  alt  pouible  ejcptflilioii,  Vou  matt  tupply  hlf  p]A»  in  tlie  bnl  m«naer]roii 
can.  Tlic  ficvl  altcuipLt  iri  Ihc  Kiicmy  tfiU  be  to  aclic  IIqesu.  CairUcc*.  lad 
(UlfEr  with  light  Purtlu,  onil  a«  muhi  cmlcavnr  ea  chpek  ihrm  tX  Tlimr  milvi, 
WbaUvnr  raitilii  an  at  rhjiadelphia,  aiai]  equipped,  ili^uld  be  Ofd«foi1  down 

"  "  August  ^ih^Thr  Genpril  wm  wUh  nil  (he  horw,  iBve  Shetdon'i,  la 
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TO  THE   PttESlDKNT  OF   CONGRESS. 

SVR, 

I  this  morning  returned  from  the  Head  of  Elk, 
which  I  left  last  night.  In  respect  to  the  Enemy. 
1  have  nothing  new  to  communir^lcr.  Thrj'  rf^rnain 
where  they  debarked  at  firsL  1  could  not  find  out 
from  inquiry  VtixAi  number  is  landed,  nor  form  an 
E^im'itc  (if  It  from  thr:  distant  vi<:w  1  had  of  their 
Encampment,  But  few  Tents  were  to  be  seen  from 
Iron  Hill  and  Gray's  Hill  which  arc  the  only  Emi- 
nences about  Elk,  1  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
all  the  public  Stores  are  removed  from  thence,  except 
about  seven  Thousand  Busliels  of  com<  Thi&l  urged 
the  commissary  ihere  to  grl  ofT  as  soon  as  possible^ 
and  hope  it  will  be-  effected  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  if  the  enemy  should  not  prevent  it,  which  ihctr 
situation  gives  them  but  too  easy  an  opportunity  of 
doing.  The  scarcity  of  Teams  in  proportion  to  the 
demand  will  render  the  removal  rather  tedious,  the'  I 
hjve  directed  the  ijr.  master  to  send  some  from  hence 
to  expedite  the  measure.  A  part  of  the  Delaware 
militia  are  stationed  there' ;  and  about  nine  Hundred 
more  from  Pennsylvania  arc  now  on  the  march  that 
way.  I  also  intended  to  move  part  of  the  army  that 
way  to-day.  but  am  under  the  necessity  of  deferg.  it 
till  their  arms  are  put  in  onler,  and  ihey  are  furnished 

'Cf  iwl  Kod««T  fOBnaodtd  ilw  D<Uwu«  ufliiiL  G<b«m1  WbhiDgion 
wiQtC  (*  hkmi  "Korthe  procikl  ^rau  cao  <1u  ii<i  mvic  ihjui  kctp  9>k^ut>  mui 
pMVBk  B«V1Z4»  Ac  Acmy,  m  Aaich  thcii  mr>tii>nt:  bur  vt  biUTi  Vk  yan  ira 
)ai«pJ  hf  aiorv  letc*  fmn  Um  SUld.  L'T  lh«  miltfta  or  ih*  Kjutern  Shor*  of 
lUrfkfld,  hy  Rkkardwu'i  iHUAlion,  J  wwltl  )iBn  jdu  uuvb  ■■  n«t  ihi  vB*or 
a*  jvi  na  vilh  ibIkj." 
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with  ammunition,  both  having  been  greatly  injured  by 
the  Heavy  Rain  that  fell  yesterday  and  last  night 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c- 


TO    MAjnR-GENE»AL   SULLIVAN, 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  two  favors,  both  of  the  24th, 
informing  me  of  the  particulars  of  an  expedition  you 
have  lately  made  to  Staten  Island.  It  is  unfortunate, 
that  an  afTair,  which  had  *io  prosperous  a  begi[»ning, 
should  have  terminated  so  disagreeably,  as  in  a  greai 
measure  to  defeat  the  good  consequences,  that  might 
have  attended  iL  1  am  however  glad  to  hear,  xWaX 
the  officers  and  men  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
good  behavior ;  and.  if  there  arc  any,  who  behaved 
more  remarkably  well  than  others,  I  should  be  happy 
to  take  all  the  notice  of  them  consistent  with  proprie- 
ty, that  their  conduct  may  appear  to  merit.  1  am 
not  sufficiently  acqu^itnted  with  circijmslances  to  form 
a  certain  judgment  of  what  might  have  been  expected 
from  this  expedition  ;  but  from  the  view  1  have  of  them, 
and  from  yoLir  own  represenlaeion  of  the  matter,  the 
situation  of  the  enemy  seems  to  have  been  such,  as 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  reaping  much  more  deci- 
sive advantages  than  were  in  fact  gained. 

As  your  division  must  no  doubt  have  been  greatly 
harassed  in  this  movement,  their  health  might  be  very 
much  injured  by  pressing  them  lou  hard  in  thtrir 
march  to  join  me     1  would  therefore  wish  you  to 
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Sparc  them  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  avoid 
that  inconvenience;  at  t\\VL  same  time  there  ought  to 
be  no  delay,  but  what  a  proper  attention  to  the  health 
and  accommodation  of  the  men  really  demands.  I. 
am,  &c 


TO   CENRRAI.    CADWAlJ^ni^R. 

WiLMrifOTOH.  aA  Augdvt.  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

GcnL  Howe  has  advanced  part  of  his  Force  about 

Two  mites  this  side  of  the  Head  of  Elk  and  frum  the 

inforniation  of  Deserters  and  prisoners,  there  is  reason 

to  believe  he   is  either  marching,  or   soon  will    bcj 

towards  Philadelphix     If  that  is  his  object,   and  of 

which  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  I  think  many 

important   advantages  would  be   derived    from    the 

militia's  hanging  on  his  Rear  or  Right  flank,  after  he 

leaves  Elk,  while   he  is  opposed   by  this  Army  in 

Front  or  in  such  other  way,  as  shall  seem  most  advise- 

able  from  circumstances.      But  then,  I  am  wholly  at  a 

loss  to  whom  to  address  mysdf  respecting  the  militia 

on  thf  Eastern  Shore,  not  knowing  their  officers  or 

where  they  are  assembling.     The  Congress   thought 

proper  to  point  out  Gen!.  Smallwood  and  Colo.  Gist 

to  arrange  and  conduct  them,  who.  owing  I  suppose 

to  a  miscarriage  of  the  dispatclics  that  were  sent   em 

have  not  yet  reached  this  place,  nor  have  I  heard  any 

ihii^  of  them.     Matters  being  thiis  circumstanced, 

and  as  the  aid  of  the  militia  is  extremely  necessary 

and  no  time  is  to  be   lost  in   obtaining  it,   I    must 

riequest  your  good  oflfices  and  interest  in  assisting  to 
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assemble,  spirit  up  and  forward  them,  in  the  best 
manner  you  can  towards  the  Ht^ad  of  the  Bay,  that 
they  may  be  in  a  situation  to  annoy  the  enemy  should 
they  make  a  pu*^h  against  Philadelphia:  giving  such 
advice  and  dirf^clion  to  ilie  officers  as  shall  appear  lo 
you  necessary  and  proper.  I  know  well,  that  your 
situation  in  this  instance  will  be  delicate  and  not  a 
little  einbarra^ising  ;  I  feel  myseSf  in  that  predicament : 
yet,  I  trust  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  will  not  only 
furnish  an  apology,  but  will  fully  justifie  your  inter- 
estiug  yourself  upon  this  subject.  For  the  reipiSsi* 
tion  1  have  made,  I  shall  offer  no  apology.  It  is  the 
result  of  necessity  and  founded  in  the  most  implicit 
confidence  that  you  are  and  will  be  ready  uptMi  all 
occasions  to  afford  every  aid  in  your  power  to 
advance  the  true  interest  and  happiness  of  your 
country.  InHueuced  by  these  considerations.  I  have 
made  it,  and  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  &&* 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Sift, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  yesterday, 
nothing  of  importance  has  occurred,  and  the  Enemy 
remain  as  they  then  were-     I  was  reconnoitring  the 

■  **  Hflvlag  endtav^rfld,  al  IheioliciiAtLon  o{  (ha  Count  rt«  PuLAtkin  to  think 
of  aDEiie  mode  fur  cn^itoyin^  fiJm  in  our  kvvicc,  thcfC  ia  ui>iic  ■JCCUfi  l9  mc  U*- 
hie  tn  in  ffw  hicuny tnSoncct  mtd  pmplionn,  b5  iHf  i^Ivieijj  \\%i\\  Ihc  cuiArDftncI  of 
Ihfr  horwf.  Thia  rjapanmvnl  inMilJ  willioul  it  hu<l  \  ma  J  hftvB  bol.  tfllhe  prta^ 
eaL  dtJ'ickncT  of  Uili^iilion  «f  ith  the  of  my.  ihouGhtJEtdTiwhle  10  uki  oncfram 
Ihe  font  for  itiai  cornniiuid.  Th?  nHiurr  of  the  hai^^c  nrvicf'  «r»tb  us  hrini* 
tuvb,  thai  dw/ Ci>Di]  iai>ni>  act  tn  ilctiuriaiBDt,  ageovrBl  ctfticpr-  vitb  lh<m  ii  Ictt 
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country  and  different  Roads  all  yesterday.  &  am 
now  netting  out  on  the  same  business  agntn.  Sensi- 
ble of  the  advantages  of  Light  Troops,  I  have  formed 
a  Corps  under  the  command  of  a  Brigadier,  by  drafting 
a  Hundretl  from  t^»rh  Hrigade,  which  is  to  be  con- 
$un|ly  near  the  enemy,  and  to  give  "em  every  pos^- 
bk  annoyance,     1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 


7Vj»     o'clock. — This    minute     twenty-four     British 
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^■■Bgaai,  vho  U  Qrl^rtd  Uput  hiamllM  Iht  b«d  of  the  MtrylAnd  inUfcEi*. 
v«  A«lba«v  two  BricvJovtlhoui  general  officcn-  Urn  CiuU)£htlie  htiiw  will 
mMrt  l**t  fiom  tile  wtnt  ol  i  gt nenl  oHiotr  ihiniV  !*«,  «  ni»n  of  n$\  ap«- 
citf.  a^v*ianc«,  ud  koowkiijc  tntlii&L  hcnricf  ^Dii^ht  bv  utrvmcEy  d^ful.  The 
C<nMi<  apptm,  by  ha  ncotnaicndaliunii.  (n  luvr  nu^t4JDvil  no  iDiun^hdcnble 
voHtuj  AusttiT  in  hit  fvn  cndnirj  :  anrl  n  |hp  pnicipfil  tftvahda  tb  I'ol&nd 
hu  l»«i«  (or  «MM  lim«  p*M<  pajd  ic  Lb«  CATdlry,  Lt  u  lo  bo  pKturaed  Itiii  £eii' 
llnu*  U  not  u*UJq'uiDlT«]  «Uh  it.  t  aubmil  it  to  Cuii^fcvt  \ajw  far  iluiay  1m 
AbfiUtlo  fiwier  ihf  appointmeai  t  hiH  rarQEiunffi!  ufhin  hiin  ;  Ibtjr  will  b* 
■cBiibfa  of  all  Ihfl  ctjeflioni  iilt«Dt!i»c  (he  moxmrr,  vllhwt  cnjr  partlfiilAriBinc 
lki«,aadcvi  Oetcrinin«  mnrilinclv, 

'*Tliia  gpnrlpmui.  •»  uv  loM,  hai  h«m.  liter  u»,  pngoge-J  li]  ipkntltng  the 
UmtI^  BOd  ifl<i«p4Tidta«v  «l  hji  t^nntiy.  aad  lijb  >KTx(it;c<I  liu  fortuhv  («  hi* 
«•!  Ua  tljoBc  U>]vc[^.  ll«  dicii*n  fiuiu  Ijcnte  4i  litlv  Ev  uui  ti>pca.  ihkl  Liu^rlLt 
aio(«VBl«  in  htfi  fanir,  w  far  m  Thr  gnO'l  iiirhr  vrvirf  will  itrmLic :  hiii  il  can 
HTcrtc  expected  m  tboaU  Iqi«  ii|£hi  d(  lUk"— II-WAifr/imAv  iXt  Prttidtni 
ff  Cmgrtti,  2%  AtCHt.  1777, 

Df.  FmiUra  wrvte  >i  folhjvs  Ic  i^nmt  WuriingiGn,  In  ■  leTfer  d»ieil  at 

''Coont  ^tbalu  vl  E'uUnd,  aci  ulBtcr  fAiLiLniii  ll^rui^^Uitm  Eurupr  fur  bU 
hoTMy  Ktt4  cc—l»rt  in  dr(«n«  of  %hr  litrnlip*  of  hi4  cfiimtry  igiim«t  thv  thr«« 
fr««i  iBTn£n{  pov«R  of  RikniB.  Auitna,  nnd  PruK^ift.  wiQ  have  (he  faonor  of 
lUiwiiv  tk»  uKo  yw  Ei«lEfncy*9  h&n<b-  Tbe  Court  bare  hftve  cnojunced 
m4  poBOCMl  U«>Dp|-c,  iMot  in  ofiLntoTL,thKi  hr  may  bi^  hlghTy  lucddl  lo  our 
MTvke,  Mr,  Ocnne  bu  trrlneo  to  fuUy  concjemin^-  htm,  thai  1  nc«<l  not  on- 
Im|^  \  sad  I  OBlr  ndd  njr  viiihEa,  thai  he  ma;  And  in  oBl  Annlo*  uu(]<r  funi 
fticrOpwcy  eaaDniTift  Al  i1J4mgKithm|2  hiRiulf," 

En  coa««qa*«c«  of  tik«  at<vc  rfCmDatcndnlion,  Cout  l^ilaihi  vu  nppoljiEc^ 
in  Che  coaimABii  of  the  huiv,  «n  ibe  Ijthuf  ScpLfnibcr.  wilh  the  ruiL  uf  brl^- 
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prisoners  arrived,  taken  yesterday  by  Captain  Lee 
of  the  Iighl-hor5c/ 


TO    THK    fRESIDEM-   OP    WNURESS- 

WiLHtnoTON,  I  Svpicuabct,  i7n< 

Sir,  # 

The  latest  and  most  material  intelligence.  1  have 
obtained  respecting  the  Enemy,  you  will  find  in  the 
enclosed  papers,  which  1  do  myself  the  Honor  of 
transmitting  to  you.  How  far  the  Enemy  have  it  in 
view  to  extend  themselves  in  a  Line  from  Bay  to  Bay. 
I  cannot  determine.  But  the  Idea  has  taken  place  with 
many ;  and  it  is  said  to  be  founded  on  their  hints  to 
some  persons,  wlio,  from  atcldt^nls  in  some  instances, 
&  perhaps  choice  in  others,  have  had  a  more  familiar 
intercourse  with  them>  1  cannot  suppose  they  have 
any  such  design.  or>  if  they  have,  that  it  can  be  more 
than  temporary  for  procuring  supplies  of  provisional 
Genl  Howe's  Declaration  is  agreeable  to  his  con- 
stant usage,  and  is  what  we  might  reasonably  cxpccL 
The  only  difference  is.  the  present  ejdiibition  is  stiled 
a  "  Dtciaration."  It  is  another  effort  to  seduce  the 
people  to  give  up  their  rights,  and  tu  encourage  our 
soldiery  to  desert.'  The  Facts  contained  in  the  De- 
position of  Francis  Alexander,  which  you  have  also 

'  *'  On  my  return  lu  tbis  pUcc  ias\  evening  froni  Whiic-Claj  Cicrk,  t  rtu 
hnncreil  *ith  ymirv  nj  Uie  J'fh,  uifli  iiimlfy  Kctt>Etc^  nl  Conyress,.  tn  wh»e^  I 
Jihall  pny  iliio  nlitinlioi*.  The  Enemr  ntv»ncfl4 1  purt  tt\  iheir  Arniy  yaiKrdar  to 
Guy'tHill.ibuullwoinilriDn  Lhi&SidPof  KlL  whccli^  intrnt  ic  ukcptuttbm. 
«r  10  COiveT  while  lh«y  i^mave  whil  ^tOfA  ihey  found  in  the  rovn,  ]  noiiol 
yd  drtcrtiinc-" —  Waahingtim  lo  Iht  PnsUcni  of  Cvni^ett,  sg  Au^iM.  17JT. 

*  Thih  D^cljoAtion  wiu  juued  on  llie  27th  uf  Ati^ual,  al  llie  Hnid  of  Elk,  uid 
iJid^rvd  fr»m  n  l'mc]ainAl.]f>n  in  tiarhing  bul  the  njirac  GentftAl  Huw  imuicrJ 
the  inhaliitonU.  (bat  (he  ^Iriclesl  ordcn  had  been  giver  for  the  jhicfervation  o{ 


J 


enclosed,  seem  to  bt:  oppo^d  to  that  rej^larity  and 
good  discipline,  which  are  promised  by  the  Declara- 
tion. Yesterday  there  was  some  skirmishing  between 
one  of  our  advanced  parties  and  one  of  thn  Enemy's, 
in  which  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of 
an  otlicer  &  three  men  killed,  according  to  report 
We  had  one  private  wounded.  I  have  received  no 
particular  accounts  respecting  the  Maryland  Eastern 
Shore  militia;  from  the  best  information  [  have,  a 
great  many  are  well  disposed  to  turn  out.  but  arc  pre- 
vented giving  tKcir  aid  thro  the  want  of  arms.  Appre- 
hending that  the  militia  there  would  stand  in  need 
of  an  officer  to  arrange  them^  I  wrote  to  GenI  Cad- 
walader,  requesting  hts  good  offices^  which  I  ^ni  told 
have  heen  exerted.  Colol  Gist  is  now  gone  down,  and 
I  expect  will  move  or  as  soon  as  possible,  with  such 
as  are  armed,  towards  the  Enemy,  Genl  Smallwood 
is  gone  to  lake  the  command  of  those  on  the  Western 
Shore,  of  which  1  hear  many  are  collecting ;  hue  I  have 
no  authentic  advices  on  the  subjects  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  && 

P.  S.  Will  it  not  be  advisable  to  order  Colo.  Rich- 
ardson's Regiment  from  their  prejsent  station,  to  march 
and  join  the  Eastern  shore  militia? 

n^aliHij  mtid  ditciplrnc  uicjit^  Lhc  tuldicix.  aiitT  ihii  ilie  toeirti  jfunHlmcni 
«o«|d  ba  ^4ktc<l  tm  viy  rmv,  wha  nhould  Jatt  ru  plunder  ihtir  prnprrtjr  m 
■  all  0mt  p«iwiu»  )t«,ni«r«i>v4ri4{4d««cd  (bai  focnrilj  «nil  protoclion  vonld 
W  wUvmArd  I*  ah  pcncu  «bo  Blwuld  xcnuifl  ptACOtZ>l;  41  tbclr  luufti  plicti  of 
■bad*  :  MHt  he  pnmttA  parloo  lo  iho<v,  vtio  h*r1  iMktn  an  %etivt  part  in  ilie 
I,  pfotidbl  flciy  ilxvll  volimuHl^  return  lo  ihdr  3t]tef;LAni:Ct  vid  ftur- 
ict  lo  >a)  tlcUj:LLmen(  vt  The  Kinc'*  ruivt*  vUliia  a  >ht)0.:iricd 


*'  Von  Hill  ^c»K«1)r  Wi«v«  i1,  but  I  c4a  ttmirc  you  u  ■  Uci,  tluE  1i«  [Jtcwt] 
■ncf  KBil  liiM  »nvtB  procUmBliOP  laueU  u  iht  Iiobi  of  KIV.  liQ  [tree  d«r> 
«rw  M  WA  pabluboi"— <^>wvtf/  Ck^riti  Ut  to  Itr.  KmiA,  4  June,  1779. 
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to  governor  uvikgstow, 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  several  favors 
of  the  15th,  28,  and  29  uUo,  and  obser\e  their  con- 
tents." From  the  papers  you  have  sent  there  can 
remain  no  doubt,  that  Mr.  Troup's '  true  errand,  what 
ex'cr  may  be  his  ostensible  one,  was  to  recruit  men 
for  the  British  army;  and  after  being  so  clearly  de- 
tected should  he  escape  punishment  it  cannot  fail  to 
have  the  disagreeable  influence  you  mention  on  the 
mind^  of  the  people,  and  to  be  an  encouragement 
to  other  adventurers.  As  a  similar  instance  however 
has  not  before  come  under  my  direction  I  have  or* 
dered  a  special  Court-M;irtial.  on  the  occasion  com- 
posed of  men  of  judgment  and  moderation  to  sit  upon 
the  occasion,  and  1  have  every  reason  to  expect  their 
decision  will  be  dispassionate  and  well  founded.  It 
Is  doubted  whether  the  military  jurisdiction  compre- 
hends a  case  of  this  kind.  This  will  be  well  consid* 
ered»  and  if  the  court  can  with  propriety  go  into  the 
trial  and  their  sentence  should  be  such  as  it  is  natu- 
rally to  be  expected  it  will  be.  I  do  not  think  from  my 

'  The  drftfl  nf  thii  Iftf er  finniainf d  Iht  fnllowine  Kenleni:rs  rlul  vm  ititiuken 

AdiQUG  u»»  luu  been  for  tome  tJmu  put  iq  funjiur  vi\i.\\  Ibc  cDomr.  aQ*!  lui 
bftpn  4tl?iiclrii  wilh  \n  much  «iucc«v  Ibtr  Ir  dptnnml^  vigorous  mca^um  \ti  |>dl 
ft  ilop  lo  it  \ — and  how  much  «r>«vef  ive  m«y  bv  dupatcd  to  mercy,  lh«  pub&c 
(DoJ  will  h&rdly  lufTci  ll^  to  indulge  tliii  dupuiElioB  wlicii  ulTcndcn  of  lO  diui- 
[[froiJH  X  kinil  cfJKit  umkr  our  nuricf'," 

*  Troup  i*u  a  h«ulDuiEii  m  ih«  third  bnltaliQn  of  Wtp  Nvw  J'fHy  (LojvlJ 
Volunt>«n.  He  w^i  «aplurfld  wliLlt  ti  dinner,  II&  brother  fru  4a  ud  to 
Gatu. 
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present  view  of  the  m-itterthat  it  will  be  in  my  power 
to  mitigate  or  remit  his  punishment,  though  I  shall 
sensibly  fcrl  for  his  friends,  who  cannot  but  be  deeply 
affected  by  his  fate. 

Your  reason  for  not  entering  upon  the  business  of 
dividing  the  State  districts,  till  the  enstjing  meeting 
of  the  assembly  is  ertirely  satisfactory, — I  have  no 
doubt  you  are  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  caiT>nng  ibc  measure  into  speedy  cxccuiion 
and  will  use  <<ll  vour  influence  to  have  it  done. 

1  am  sorr)'  you  have  no  better  prospect  as  to  the 
number  of  miliita.  you  expect  collect :  but  considering 
all  tile  circumstances  you  mention,  it  is  not  [toj  be 
wondered  at  that  a  people  harrassed  and  exhausted 
by  having  their  country  so  long  the  seat  of  the  war 
should  be  unwilling  to  quit  their  homes;  especially 
when  they  have  an  cntmy  *itill  at  iheir  doors. 

I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  pernicious  consequences 
0*  that  abuse  of  passports  you  speak  of.  The  liberty 
that  bas  been  ukcn  in  granting  them,  was  altogether 
unauthorized  by  mc.  and  contrary  to  my  wish, — 1  jm 
glad  to  find  you  are  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
practice  with  respect  to  your  militia  officers,  who 
alone  will  now  h^ve  it  in  their  pnwer  to  continue  it, 
as  the  Continental  troops  are  all  called  away  ;  and 
Doctor  Bamec  who  has  been  so  peculiarly  culpable, 
and  who  had  not  a  shadow  o[  right  to  grant  a  single 
passport,  will  also  be  immediaiely  removed,* 

^  ''  I  have  voftctcnt  cndcnc*  to  bdk^  itui  %  cumuni  mrnmunicaliun  iirJ 
Limuiarrrn]  Inlffrovrw  lUk  bfm  h«M  l«r  «  cnntKlprablc  limr  pui  with  Itif 
lamy  by  niAiiy  of  ihc  tnlubiunu  uf  tlif  Couniy  of  Bum-  Tlul  lb»a  nouk- 
■bakslkxift  &atc  Ntcn  [«iiiti]ullr  vip|x>rlo(l  by  iue4Qi  of  iTUgp  and  r«i»|Hirt^ 
ci>Wlaifl  Cnn  divvn  cAcnt  ol  Ihi  Amy  und^r  ytvva  KxHllency'i  CLMbm^ad 
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You  will  ere  this  have  heard  of  the  cnemys  advan- 
cing from  ihe  place  of  their  first  landing,  and  occupying 
with  iheirvan  a  piece  of  high-ground  called  Greigs-Hill, 
they  still  remain  in  this  position,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
say  how  soon  they  will  alter  iL  AH  accounts  agree 
that  they  are  very  much  distressed  for  want  of  horses, 
numbers  o(  which  it  is  said  died  on  the  passage,  and 
the  best  are  in  exceeding  bad  order  ;  this  will  proba* 
bly  occasion  some  delay  and  give  lime  for  the 
Militia,  who  seem  to  be  collecting  pretty  fast  to  join 
us,  Wc  have  light  partial  constantly  hovering  about 
them,  who  frequently  make  a  few  prisoners/  atid  will 
be  no  inconsiderable  check  upon  them. 

They  have  as  yet  experienced  little  countenance 
from  the  inhabitants,  and  as  we  have  accounts  of  their 
perpetrating  outrages  similar  to  those  they  have  com- 

who  ffji  toEDt  time  pui  La^c  been  iiailgikcd  «i  £lL(Abeih  Tcnro.  Ntwvk,  Wid 
other  plBi^H  n«tr  Iht  Enrmy't  linn. 

"  Under  ralor  ol  fhcK  FUg|-kCT  Fcimiu,  wblch  ImiD  tbdt  Fnqucncy  mUht 
Ik  ftupixaic'l  (lu  uac  Ahr-  sKiUcmi  Tciiti)  (if  Imve  been  imprudciillj  ^ninlcil.  k'^' 
fpurhirfii  hive  impn  id  ihese  part*  (>f  rhr  rimntrj^^misicfiitfn,  t  imngiti^,  uirallj 
kupc  rinr  lo  lh*  ai)vqnt4|^«  tJiul  may  hi  pretended  lobf  rl4Hv?d  limn  any  InlcU 
Ul£ence  llut  CUi  be  sniiml  tbcrebr.  fcrionit  i:if  Jubtoui  policJcd  Cbmraclen,  u 
1  un  tnfann«d,  htvc  bfrn  ipnt  f?vrf :  Prori^oiu  for  fhp  nld  ind  comTcnT  of  Ifee 
gritidb  Truopfl  lontiibhi  ^  a  perajciom  aod  unUwful  Tmrbc  ctimcil  Qn;  ll« 
litUv  upci^iG  Icfl  juiLUH^  x\%  tullctLcJ  willi  tUc  grciUhL  Avidiiy  Lu  iDunLuii  Ibb 
uDmblf  Tnrlr ;  find  tht^  rfmtinnntsl  curreiir]'  hy  rhki  xn^tQi  drpturiiTpd : 
opportuBJtl««  affonlnd  tbv  Kn^my  of  drcnldling  tbf  Jr  «out^t«rf«i[  Rillt  ;  «nd 
the  dthiflect^  <A  ct>nvcfi]]£  lo  dienn  Idifrtb^cuic  of  cvcr;r  oioTcmciLl  BUiJ 
ilBlgned  opemUb  al  oar  Troops :  ihe  Ccnbdence  ol  rh?  Kropl?  kn  iht  tareg- 
rily  cf  auroffiten  dlmlnbhed  and  «  unWrna]  marmurin^  exdtfi  (LmonjE  Ibc 
Frirtiiln  nl  lb«  ccmoion  C«iuc." — •G^trtmtrr   iJt/ingA^n   to    iVoikin^n,   15 

The  Dod^r  Btmel  mentionvH  w%s  4  cApioin  of  bone,  and  wai  '"  much 
kddkted  |i>  slTcin^  <tijnk,  aijil  Imvlu);  iciy  liulv  Jitcrellon  frbeo  wb«r."  ll« 
wai  nuspeded  ol  rory  prtndplrii. 

■  Tbe  whole  namtifit  ftlR&dy  nude  in  mbout  70.— A'tfJlrd^  WAthin^n. 
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mitted  elsewhere,  1  am  in  hopes,  thetr  conduct  here, 
as  in  other  places,  will  not  be  of  a  complexion  to 
conciUtaCc  many  new  partisans  to  their  cause. 

P.  S,  Since  writing  the  above,  the  judge  advocate 
of  the  Court  Martial  above  mentioned  has  called 
upon  me,  and  reported  that  the  Court  had  proceeded 
upon  the  [r)'a1  of  the  Prisoner,  but  on  account  of  one 
point  of  his  defence  which  requires  time  to  be  inves- 
tigated had  postponed  tl^ir  hnal  decision,  and  ad- 
journed lo  A  fiilure  day  ihe  i6di  InsL  Mr  Troup, 
pretends  that  he  came  out  with  design  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  offer  of  grace  held  out  in  your  proclama- 
tion, but  finding  ihc  pj^plc  much  cxiisperaled  againsc 
him  and  hearing  that  a  man  had  been  hanged  who 
had  applied  for  the  benefit  of  that  proclamation  he 
wav  drierred  from  applying  lu  you  in  person  till  he 
had  made  his  peace,  through  the  mc:diation  of  a 
third  person  &  secured  his  terms  :  That  for  this  pur- 
pose he  had  communicated  his  intention  to  one  Philip 
Schout  &  his  mother,  residing  nearCharlottenburgh, 
who  were  to  intercede  with  a  certain  Mr  Donoworth 
that  lives  with  Mr.  Iindcind  at  Ringwood,  in  order  to 
engage  him  to  solicit  )'ou  in  his,  Mr.  Troup's,  behalf. 
He  lays  great  stress  upon  this  ;  though  it  is  probably 
a  mere  pretence ;  but  as  the  caurt  have  indulged  him 
with  time  to  have  his  witnesses  produced,  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  notify  the  persons  above  mcn< 
tioned  thai  their  immediate  attendance  at  Head  Qn^. 
is  required,  and  to  have  them  sent  on  without  delay. 
— You  will  aUo  be  pleased  lo  inform  yourself  of  their 
cbaracteni,  particularly  in  a  political  tight. 
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TO    THE    PRKSIDENT   OF   CONGKHSS. 

WiutixoTort,  4i£hL  o'clock*  p.  M..  3  Sfptcoibvt.  17??- 
SlR, 

I  have  this  minute  returned  to  Head-qrs,  where  1 
found  your  favor  of  this  date  with  the  resolves  re- 
spccting  Gcnl  Sullivan,  and  Colol  Richardson's  Bat- 
talion. I  had  conversed  with  Gen!  Sullivan  upon  the 
Subject,  and  observed  to  him  that  it  w^s  necessary 
an  Inquiry  should  be  had  relative  lo  the  affair  at 
Stnter^  Island,  as  his  conduct  was  censured,  and  much 
dissatisfaction  prevailed*  He  was  sensible  of  the 
propriety  of  the  measure,  and  expressed  a  desire  that 
It  should  take  place,  provided  he  could  have  the  ben- 
efit of  Gcnl  Smallwood's  testimony*  who  was  on  the 
expedition.  That  gentleman  happens  at  this  lime  to 
be  in  Marj'land,  which  must  necessarily  delay  the  In- 
quiry, unless  some  mode  can  be  agreed  upon  for  ob- 
taining his  sentiments  upon  the  matter," 

This  morning-  the  Enemy  came  out,  with  a  consid* 
enable  force  and  three  pieces  of  artiller>-,  against  our 
Light  advanced  corps,  and.  after  some  pretty  smart 
skirmishing,  obliged  them  to  retreat,  being  far  infe- 
rior in  number,  and  without  Cannon.  The  loss  on 
either  side  is  not  yet  ascertained  ;  ours,  iho"  not  ex- 
actly known,  15  not  very  considerable  ;  theirs,  we  have 
reason  to  believe^  was  much  greater,  as  some  of  our 
parties,  composed  of  expert  marksmen,  had  opporiu- 
nitiesof  giving  them  several  close,  well-directed  fires, 

ta  his  upFiJriion  agiiiti&r  SibI«d  Itlaml.  4fid  Congrva  hftd  diivclnt  C^D«nl 
Washinf^on  to  appoint  4  oouH  of  in^iuJry  lo  inv«tli|<M#  lb*  DiAltvr,  tD<l 
Rpurt  lhcF*on.— ^'wwij/j,  SrplfmI>Frl«l, 
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more  partioilarly  in  one  instance,  when  a  lindy  of 
riBcmcn  formed  a  kind  of  ambuscade.  They  ad- 
vanced about  Two  miles  this  side  of  Iron  Hill,  and 
then  withdrew  to  thai  place,  leaving  a  picket  at 
Couch's  Mill,  about  a  mile  in  front.  Our  parties  now 
lit  at  White^iay  Creek,  except  the  advanced  pickets, 
which  are  a:  Christiana  Bridge.  On  Monday  a  large 
detachment  of  the  enemy  landed  at  Cecil  Court- 
House  ;  and  this  morning  I  had  advice  of  their  hav- 
ing advanced  on  the  Newcastle  Road  as  far  as  Car- 
son's tavern.  Parties  of  horse  were  sent  out  to 
rcconnoiler  them,  which  went  three  \n\\e^  beyond  the 
Red  Lion,  but  could  neither  see  nor  hear  of  them ; 
wlwfhcc  I  conjecture  they  filed  off  by  a  road  to  their 
I^jft,  and  fell  in  with  their  main  body.  The  design  of 
their  movement  this  morning  seems  to  have  been  to 
disperseour  Light  Troops,  who  had  been  troublesome 
to  'cm,  and  to  gain  possession  of  Iron  Hill,  to  c^tab* 
lish  a  post  most  probably  for  covering  their  retreat 
in  case  of  accidents,     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.' 


TO    MAjOR-CENIiKAL    HEATH. 

V  •  •  *  Since  General  Howe's  debarkation  in 
Elk  River  he  has  moved  on  about  seven  miles;  his 
main  body  now  lays  at  Iron  Hill,  and  ours  near  a  vil- 

'  "  I  Iwvclbe  bOMi  tii  ftnT\  o|  mUrdsy  Mithtmimbpt  of  lUnd  Kitlsg^^ug 
n  Kcowit  of  Dor  wcc«iiica  la  llse  nailLtr*nr<i,  Tbcy  «hall  be<l>iiiLbut?U  t4uuu4c 
Iki  widkrrj*  aait  )  duubi  nol  bal  ihey  vril]  uuwcr  the  goocl  cncl  'w)i\c\\  i\  In. 
ItiMlcict  by  lh«TA .     Cvfty  piec«  «|  g«gcl  nc»B  circbUtftl  ti  Ihit  mBnnflr  Ihra'  i£« 

idhgrtnf,  iScplciabn.  i???. 


66 


TMB  WRITINGS  OF 


\Mtl 


lage  called  Newport.'  In  this  position  the  armies  are 
from  eight  to  ten  miles  apart  It  is  yet  very  uncer^ 
tain  what  Genl  Ilowc'*^  plan  of  operations  will  be 
Some  imagine  that  he  will  extend  him*^<If  frum  ihe 
Head  Waters  of  Chesapeake  to  Delaware,  and  by 
these  means  not  only  cut  off  the  Counties  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  t^vo  of  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Delaware  State,  from  affording  us  any 
assistance,  but  will  secure  the  Horses,  Cattle,  and 
Forage,  of  which  there  are  considerable  quantities  in 
that  country.  This,  in  my  opinion,  considering  how 
far  the  Campaign  is  already  advanced,  would  take  up 
more  time  than  he  could  spare.  For,  supposing  him 
able  to  form  such  an  extension,  he  would  be  full  aA 
far  from  Philada  as  he  is  at  pre^nt.  and  he  would  be 
subject  to  an  attack  upon  some  part  of  hU  line,  which, 
from  its  length,  could  not  be  properly  supported.  A 
few  days  past  he  adv^Lnced  two  or  three  miles  forward, 
during  which  there  was  prett>'  sharp  skirmishing  be- 
tween our  light  Troops  and  his  Van,  \Vc  had  about 
forty  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  imagine  the  Enemy 
had  considerably  more,  as  ours  were  thinly  posted  be- 
hind cover,  and  they  were  in  column,     I  am,  &Cp' 

'"CcptcBiber  6th, — MarthKl  to  Newport,  ihm  or  four  miles  bcrand  Wil- 

' "  Sinn  Uvnetitl  Howv't  dvharlifetion  V  thp  h^ri  nf  Ch«apf«kr  Bajt,  h« 
bu  niAU«  ver^  I'nic  profTCu,  h&^lni;  ont/  mo^c^  I^tc  or  iU  nilM  Iron  tiw 
htuirr  toiili  iiront  {roiindk  Ln  Mb  Truni,  Ouf  at]vuic«il  pftidcs biw htd  tvnaU 
»kini»i<h  with  hU,  but  fhf  d*niiijr  on  firh«  iiJc  it  inranilduiibk.  c;i»iier»l 
Ilowf'j  pl»i  4rc  yet  vriy  m^tcrinai ;  a  few  dayi  ft£o  he  Hct  ftll  batcQia  And 
|u(>fi^  on  board  asairi.  nnd  his  iM[»  Kdvi?  Inllcn  tcmv  diiuncn  duwti  QifliB' 
|rtftk«  bty-  lliii  ttn  \w  for  rii>  niKrr  purpov  but  X<s  go  round  ih«  C>«li»v« 
■nd  meet  him  Ihert.  M  he  <«B  eviljr  eiiead  faJVKlf  mr^t^a^  ihe  Uthmoi,  wbtoh 
\\  Dimiw,     Tliiii  will  br  \  itrvnce  mftutt-jvrr  EuUnd*  m  I(  will  be  cipMlas  hb 
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TO   THE   PRESIDEKT  OP   CONGRESS, 
gll^  6MtlJxrRnw  ^njllNflToN.  9 .Haplnnbcr,  1777- 

Thc  crjcmy  advanced  yesKrrday  wilh  a  seeming  in- 
tcDtion  of  attackinj;  us  upon  our  po&t  near  Newport. 
\Vc  waited  for  'em  the  whole  day  ;  bwi  in  the  Even- 
ing thry  hahed  at  a  place  called  Millcowii,  about  two 
miles  from  us.  Upon  reconnoitring  iheir  situation,  it 
appeared  probable  that  they  only  meant  to  amuse  us 
in  front,  while  their  real  intent  was  to  march  by  our 
right,  an*!  by  suddenly  passing  the  Brandywlne  and 
gaining  the  Heights  upon  the  north  side  of  that  River, 
get  b€t\^'ccn  us  and  Philadelphia,  and  cut  us  off  from 
it.  To  prevent  this,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
change  our  position  immediately.  The  army  accord- 
ingly marched  at  two  o'clock  this  mommg,  and  will 
t^c  post  this  evening  on  the  high  grounds  near 
Chad's  Ford,'     Wc  have  heard  nothing  circumstan- 

lUpivotoinF  i1ti>grT  upon  tbrfcml.  at  tHa  i4>mprt«tnoi]s  idson,  in<l  ^hmil^l  an 
Mcilau  hippen  %a  tte  ft«et  bo  miKl  b«  rmncci.  A  Utile  lime  otuat  uifold  bLi 
(nic  dcvcBL^-  wbich  1  ItLul  we  >tal]  be  *btt  1v  IvkIIIe^  u  (he  irwpi  vt  xtx  )[00iJ 
^Ma,  ui4  Ihe  pvipk  af  the  counlfy  thou  u  ui^iverui]|[fwrl>wi]1  raojipa*c  th« 
tOMB«a  •JMVjr,'* —  H'atkiMgtfm  ft  Cfmirmtr  TnanUmit,  B  Sd|>1ciiihcr,  1777- 

'  Goidstt  fUC»  th*l  ilia  viKUdpaieai  ukcn  *l  RaIeIit  Cmit,  About  Lalf- 
«ft^  b<i<g<n  WflmlnglMi  Hid  CtiibEliiu.  wm  roiKlcmnpil  hj  (^rncnl  timiMr 
u  i0le>4btct  b^ing  iljrcttlf  in  ihe  caeiny'B  p«th»  {\\.,  494-}  ThLh  w&i  found 
Ifi  be  trvc,  lii^  vbca  the  cuciny  iul«4uicd  Uii  Ihe  61I;  "  Ihcy  iu*Sk  [>iAt  im  m  pu- 
lAtioti  nt  tarn  ottr  rifhi  Atnk.  the  Chrttitjna  Cre^^k  bdng  on  our  Irir,  ihr  r.«n- 
•mI  <hoi^^  Mil  poiilion  loo  duiftrouA  to  rik  x  hatll*,  bi  tha  «n*mj  »fbt*i) 
|«  fiihl  »ka  Emu.  The  Oci'cnl  otderad  tba  Hrmir  10  Eilc  off  tcj  itir  lifbtt  anj 
afct  pitf  M  Ihk  pb«  (<.'tiail'(  F4nl.)"-^6<iirr4/  Gr/tmf  la  Ail  toi/t.  f  o.S«]]tBin- 
Ur.  t7n. 

Oa  the  iit&  uf  Sepleinbcr.  Coliwd  tlutugu.  the  SecrctA^^  uf  Gpno<«l 
WHMofum.  vfDK  V  foLkwi  to  Ihe  ProLdent  of  Cpfigrcu  fmm  ChAil'i  Pond? 

"JS4gM  ytltfH  jt^JIf-^The  «D«ny  uc  now  advEuidn|[,  Thtiir  preunt  *}i- 
(■dl«t<»4  ditpofUkCFii  lo  pur^u(;  thi»  ronlc.  ]f  Lhey  iJci,  t  tniitl  ihey 
«rHh  a  nilnblF  rrcrpt^odi.  ind  nich  at  frill  rvttbhsh  our  Utwr1i««, 
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tial  of  the  Enemy  tO'day\ 
diately  transmit  to  you 
honor  to  be,  Ac 


When  I  do,  I  shall  imme- 
an   account.     1    have    the 


Theyvo  nmradvancEid  ntarflie  Brandy vinr.  baH  Iipvc  Ami  sevnal  piCfvi  <Ji 
arHlkiy. 

"  /"Vtrr  f^tiirtk  /'.iV,'— When  I  luil  tfac  hoQor  of  dddruiin^  you  ihii  morninf, 
I  mcrftonptl  thm  The  enprny  wfTcnd^nnclng,  anil  bdi]  Ivgiin  a  nnnonitclc.  I 
«oul<!  now  bflj;  UftTt  ti>  itifonn  you,  (hit  Ihpy  h^ve  kvpi  u^j  %  kiriak  ftrfl  (p*m 
tbeir  arlillcrv  ctrr  tincr,  Tlictr  tJvKTiccd  T'^^^y  '^'^^  Altickcd  b<r  oui  ll^ht 
irncipt  iinrlrr  CttitPtnl  Mnwiill.  vrhi^cmwnl  rUr  Bnmlywfnr  fr^r  Thftt  pnrpcitf, 
Uid  had  iwtlcd  his  men  im  sam«  high  granrKin  nn  *acl]  ijdv  of  th>  rcttdL  Th« 
jjtv  fjoni  cm  pcu|<]c  w»  uul  of  |cirLt;:<luiaikiri.  u  (He  enciay  prvKd  9n  infoiroe. 
bal  wiw  very  •.irwcw.  What  In*  rht  tnnny  lusialned  cannor  be  uctrrjUncd 
wiih  predtion  h  hoi  (rum  out  vilnaLkui  and  bmknc^  at  ilic  fttlack,  IE  iii  the 
|[(iiC(iii  (iijjniuii,  ]t;Lilii.-u|Ar]v  lA  tlid^c  wlii^r  wc^c  cni;if;c[L,  ihut  they  UdJ  itC  IcMl 
fbrpf  hvii'lTtHt  nmn  krllrtt  >ml  woiindM  Our  liiinia^;!:  S&  noi  mcrty  ktiovm  ; 
bfll,  IrrtiT  the  b««l  «oc<M]nt(  w  haw  bctn  nbte  to  ohtaiji^  it  dam  oot  «vcfi*d 
fiJiy  tn  the  vthclc^ 

"  After  (Ml  AffJiir.  the  enemy  halieij  ujmn  ihe  hcighis,  where  ihey  have  re- 
mAiti«d  ever  tince,  except  a  dtfiiiehmeni  ol  Ihtm  whjth  bled  oH  *botJi  eirtcn 
o'cUitk  frmn  then  lefr,  ^nd  wHiiJ]  h,u  ^ince  ^ifl^acii  the  Bnuulywiiie  aI  joDe»*i 
Pord)  Inrtwren  live  and  si'  milr?  afiove  Chad\.  The  rmioBni  of  Et  i<  not 
knavH)  the  Kfcourta  lepecling  it  heing  varictuii,  i^iroe  iDflVJnc  it  two  or  thr*« 
thou»EiJ  ktrjiie  <md  oihcn  laore-  GencrilA  ^ulhvan.  Stirling,  nnd  Stephen* 
with  thdr  i^ivhlf>n».  ore  jjone  in  jniTMilt,  and  to  mmck  it  M  tliey  ctn  vJlh  AAj 
pronpect  af  succeEt.  There  hu  hpi<ti  i  ^ihtCeriftg,  loobc  Rn  between  om  p&r- 
tia  on  cAcli  side  ol  the  cr«k  jintc  the  icrion  iii  the  mafnin^,  vyhicb  jii*L  now 
becun«  worm,  when  Grnmil  Maiwrll  ]>vi^hrd  tivct  wltli  UJs  con»,  *ntl  i!mi>« 
Ihem  fKo  their  ground  wilh  (he  b^  of  thttty  men  kit  dad  on  (he  tpot 
(unoa^  th?jii  %  cuptaui  of  the  forty-niutli}.  inti  i  n*mLct  of  intrencKia|:  loolt 
friti]  which  (hey  were  thmwitig  u|!  fl  battery-  At  half  aftet  four  u'dotk,  the 
eaemjr  RElncked  General  Sullivan  iii  the  furd  ueit  above  tliib,  and  iheietkm 
bMhecn  rcry  riotc  nt  eter  nncc.  It  stj'lE  i:4>iiiiDiie.4»  A  very  severe  cunnoniide 
hu  beicdn  here  im ;  uid  I  suppose  we  shall  have  %  very  hut  i]Temn|>.  t  hope 
it  wUl  be  a  happy  one." 

"  It&viAg  more  mBlcrially  conaidcicd  tlie  iituation  uid  circamacui^c*  of  di« 
enemy  kinLc  Colo.  HomilLiiii  wrtJte  ynu  Ihh  mi^rnhii*.  It  appoik  [u  me<  itui 
ih«  I'nTciFK,  undei  your  cninmiind,  cinnol  lie  empluyH  ifT)  tu  mueh  advtTit*^ 
in  any  «4y,  u  by  failing  nn  Lbc  Encmr't  Rear  anil  atlAckinu  thcnt  at  oftea  ■• 
poudbJc-  I  Am  pemLodect  many  advanio^et  will  teitulE  frutri  Ehia  nuHsure.  1l 
will  ifTeMly  recafil  ib«ir  uiflrch  and  give  ut  Tirnen  ani  will  Ll«i>  obJige  ihem. 
cither  (v  knp  a  htroni;  f^uanl  with  (hcii  kick  ami  ^uuudcit,  with  which  tbe7 
mult  ntiw  be  much  iocumttered.  or  to  §ead  'cid  back  lo  their  dblppinc  uiKhir  a 


"t:7] 


GEORGE  n'ASH/NGTOI^, 


69 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT   OF   CO.VGHKSS.^ 
3lR  It  $«plcmbei,  1777- 

1  am  sorry  to  inform  you.  that,  in  this  day's  engage- 
ment, we  Iiavc  been  obliged  to  leave  the  enemy  mas- 
ters of  the  field.  Unfortunately  the  intelligence  reed-, 
of  the  enemy's  advancing  up  the  Brandywine&  cross- 
ing at  a  ford  about  fiix  miles  above  us,  was  uncertain 
&  contradictory,  notwithstanding  all  my  pains  10  gel 
the  best.  This  prevented  my  making  a  disposition 
adequate  to  the  force  with  which  the  enemy  attacked 
us  on  our  right  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  troops 
first  engaged  were  obliged  to  retire  before  they  could 
be  reinforced.  In  the  midst  of  the  attack  on  our 
right,  that  body  of  the  enemy,  which  remained  on  the 
other  5tdc  of  Chad's  Ford,  crossed  it,  &  attacked  the 
division  there  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne, 
&  the  light  troops  under  Genl  Maxwell^  who,  after  a 
severe  conflict,  a!so  retired.  The  militia  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Armstrong,  being  posted 
at  a  ford  about  two  miles  below  Chad's,  had  no  op- 
portunit)'  of  engaging- 

Ivf*  GUcBt,  wbich  jtru  will  hive  id  cppurtaiiSty  of  ttuckixtg  with  a  sockI  pra^ 
pMCcf  n<c«d.  Adii  la  that*  ccnudcnitidn*.  that  bafoTv  )rou  could  jdSd  mc 
^  «  cinuitodi  mtKhind  yvm  Trwpi  wcra  rctt?*!,  fnMEfiv  ml^x  l>c  hroiucht 
ID  «  OftdL  t  tfacfcforc  wUh  JDU  co  pumiF  ihe  lint  of  nonducL  I  have  tKiintcd 
«U,  and  BWl  ni(C  jwi  to  vrer^  puktiMc  dcgirc  ol  diligence  and  ■Jnpitcb."— 
H'siJku^tMU  Cattnl  £m*J/wtta^,  Dcit>y.  12  ScjilcrnlKr,  1777- 

*  ll  htoU  oftbb  Iviict  [lut^VuJYlii^urii  iiitr  lEic  f ali^ucai  uf  ihix  diy  wwt  toa 
vnihtd  to  write  lo  Congrm,  'rid  rlirrctvt  on*  of  hi^  iidn  in  An  lL  Hjimtnn 
g>>  t**"  dii»m  fld,"  And  »  \X  fill  Lo  rjckcfin£.  ihc  AdjuUnE-GvitcnU  '*  I 
vpai«  II  ud  ipivv  tt  tti  ibc  Gcncrftl  10  rv«d,  Efc,  wUh  pcxfea  L-ompotur*.  di- 
MCtad  «j«  t<>  »^«  coauUiory  tvtpt  Ittif  another  diy  woald  give  «  mor?  for- 
KulL**  Crrmct  I-i/'  of  .ValhamfS  Ctvne,  i.,  41-».  Tbc  Unit  and 
MMT  hv  both  in  PtLLrrin|rV  limLilwriliii|[« 


TO 
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But  altho  wc  (ought  imcler  many  disadvAntages 
and  were,  from  the  causes  above  mentioned,  obliged 
to  relirc,  yet  our  loss  of  men  is  not.  I  am  persuaded, 
very  considerable ;  1  believe  much  less  than  the  enemy's. 
We  have  also  lost  seven  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
according  to  the  best  informalion  I  can  at  present 
obtain.  The  baggage,  having  been  previously  moved 
off,  is  all  secure,  saving  the  men's  blankets,  which 
being  at  their  backs,  many  of  them  doubtless  were 
losL  [  have  directed  all  the  troops  to  assemble  be- 
hind Chester,  where  they  are  now  arranging  ^or  this 
night,  Notwiihstanding  the  misfortune  of  the  day,  I 
am  happy  to  find  the  troops  in  good  spirits ;  and  I 
hope  another  ttmc  wc  shall  compensate  for  the  losses 
now  sustained.  The  Marciius  Je  Lafayette  was 
wounded  in  the  leg,  &  General  Woodford  in  the 
hand;  divers  other  officers  were  wounded,  &  some 
slain  :  but  the  numbers  of  either  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c/ 

P,  S,  It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  send  you 
carUcr  intelligence^  the  present  being  the  first  leisure 
moment  I  have  had  since  the  action.' 

■  "On  llie  rilh  Envfcar.wv  hafi  t  frrriy  gpnvral  tngagf^nwnl  with  the  enniVf, 
which  from  mmc  anlucU^  iDcidcnr&  tcFoi mated  frgairut  u>.  >o  f^r  is  ^ut  bciof 
^fblihicd  uJlci  ati  uLilJiiitl?  dcLiuii  lu  ijnil  llic  fictJ  , — wtlli  th?  \vpa  of  suoic  aien 
uid  utniei>.  RiH  lri»Pn  cvrry  Arivmni  wc  lisivr  rcanoTi  To  belicrt  thi»  #?ifmy 
lufTflnd  much  rroiv  Ihan  wc  did  in  Ihv  niimbar  M  killwS  am]  wfriind^.^Onr 
liij<>ii5  hnvc  n^i  lohl  ihcir  spirilt.  aniJ  I  nin  in  hopn  w?  ehmtl  aauQ  bjivc  aq  op- 
portunity of  cnrnpfh^fltmR  fouhe  <l1^»rpf  we  hnve  Juk  «iilBin*d. 

"  We  brjughi  ihc  Aim^  lo  Oiii  i>lrtcc  Ct>  tcfF«ih  Ihcm  w  itli  touvcntvac*  And 
iiGcurJIy  Hud  irc  juAE  bei^iLiiiinK  uut  iiiatvlj  lu  tctuiu  tuwitrdit  Llic  aieiuj/' — 

*  CoD^rH»)iad  crdend  WaaKingini^  "Co  apjinint  ■  prcp«f  p«rt<tn  aL  bud- 
qnuten  to  uiilc  to  Lhc  pruiilcnl  isvlce  ■  dA^p  or  oftcuvr  if  ncccuary.  and  [Jvc 
ii>fi^>rnuUtoii    of  1h?  position   ind  movcmniit  of    the  onnio." — ^umd/j  d/ 

t'jNjrrtf,  9  y^ptcrtibctj  (777, 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

13  ScpiBmbflr,  1777. 

Sir, 

[  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  this  darc> 
I  heartily  wish  ihc  works  on  the  Delaware  were  com- 
pleted;  but  [  think,  and  in  this  opinion  my  officers 
concur,  that  the  servicf  will  be  injured  if  any  pari  of 
the  Continental  troops  were  now  to  be  employed 
about  'cm-  If  we  should  be  able  lo  oppose  General 
llowc  wilh  sucLtss  in  the  Field,  the  works  will  b<f 
unnecessary;  If  not,  and  he  should  force  us  from 
hence  he  will  certainly  possess  himself  of  'cm.  But, 
to  prevent  his  attempting  it  now,  I  have  directed  the 
meadows  on  Province  Island  to  be  overflowed  im- 
mediately,  and  any  other  grounds  that  may  bethought 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  The  works  have  been 
more  pc<:ul!arly  made  under  the  direcllon  of  Munsieur 
Ducoudray,  and  I  doubt  not  ht;  will  pay  every  atten- 
dofl  to  their  completion  and  security,  that  the  sttua^ 
tion  of  affairs  will  admit  of.  A  part  of  the  militia 
under  General  Armstrong  will  be  posted  along^ 
Schuylkill,  10  throw  up  Redoubts  at  the  different 
Fords,  which  will  be  occasionally  occupied  while  1 
move  to  the  other  side  with  the  main  body  of  the 
anny.'  This  disposition  appears  to  be  most  eligable. 
from  a  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  and  better 
than  if  any  part  of  our  present  force  was  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  Forts.     If  further  reinforcementsof  the 

'  **  S^$tmhfr  T4lh^Tli«  amf,  )ia<ni]|;  yctlfrclny  clifanrJ  Ehcir  ■.mi,  <l>id 
ft«CilfCd  MftMiunkwn  t>  nnbplclc  Jonj  roaodi  ■  rpAn.  Ehii  A^^  lABrchcd  up  « 
#rw  mU«  Kftd  rrrmml  iIh  Schayiki]]  ii  Lvvcring't  Konl,  the  ivarer  being 
Witj  wp  Inlhr  -afil     .   .   .   X^k^  Wt  ulv*nccil  to  tK«   Wamn  Uvvm/'— 
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militia  sliauld  come  in,  perhaps  ihry  may  be  more 
properly  assigned  to  that  business,  than  any  we  now 
have. 

Your  letter  respecting  General  Deborrc  just  now 
cameto  hand.  I  shall  transmit  to  him  a  Copy  of  it  and 
of  the  resolution.  There  can  be  no  Court  of  inquiry 
into  hia  conduct  at  this  time.  As  soon  as  the  State 
of  llic  Aniiy  will  admit,  it  will  be  heUL^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

BiickTaitern.  15  Septnnber,  1777-  3  ©'ctock  P-M, 

Your  favor  of  yesterday  with  its  several  Incloaurea 
came  ta  hand  last  night,  Tho.  I  would  willingly  pay 
ever>' attention  to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  yet  in 
the  late  instance,  respecting  the  recall  of  Genl.  Sulli- 
van I  must  beg  leave  to  defer  giving  any  order  about 
it,  till  I  hear  further  from  that  Honble,  Body.  Our 
situation  at  this  time  is  critical  and  delicate,  and 
nothing  should  be  done  to  add  to  Its  embarrassments. 
We  are  now  most  probably  on  the  paint  of  another 
action,  and  to  derange  the  Army  by  withdrawing  so 
many  Genl.  Officers  from  it,  may  and  must  be  attended 
with  many  disagreeable,  if  not  ruinous  consequences. 
Such  a  proceeding  at  another  time  might  not  produce 
any  bad  effects— but  how  can  the  Army  be  possibly 
conducted  with  a  prospect  of  success  if  the  Gcni. 
Officers  are  taken  off  in  the  moment  of  Battle  ?   Con- 


I 


*  Gciwrtl  IltlMnre,  in  Hie  action  on  fhe  Bran Jymnef  commau'lfd  i  bri(«i:lc  in 
GciicTji]  ^^ullWiiii'admhtnn,  By  x  Tore  uf  Cotigreu  he  wjm  rtcolW  from  Ui< 
iifmy,  lill  th*^  chnf^MigaiJirt  him  should  ht  invriiiBufp'l,  Th*  nefl  day  he 
wvi«H  rtn  the  fFe^ident.  And  rtug^ed  bis  coitiniJv^ion. 
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igrcssmayrclyxipor^itsuch  a  measure  will  not  promote, 
but  injun;  the  service.  Il  is  not  my  wish  to  prevent, 
or  to  delay  a  proper  inquiry'  into  Genh  Sullivan's 
conduct  a  single  instant  when  the  circumstances  of 
the  Army  will  ailmit. —  But  now  they  prohibit  it,  and 
I  think  the  suspension  in  his  command  aka  The 
recall  of  GcnK  St>  Clair  obliged  me  to  part  with  Genl. 
Lincoln,  whom  I  could  but  illy  spare,  so  that  the 
whole  charge  of  his  Division  is  now  upon  Genl. 
Wayne,  there  being  no  other  Brigfadrs.  in  it  than  him- 
self. The  Maryland  Troops,  if  Genl  Sullivan  is  taken 
away,  will  not  have  one  GenL  Officer.  Gen!  Small- 
vood  being  at  the  Head  of  the  Militia  coming  from 
that  State,  and  Genl.  Dc  Borrc  suspended.  Added  to 
this  Colo  Gist  who  commands  one  Regiment  of  them. 
U  now  from  it,  by  order.  In  a  word  Sir,  whether  the 
charges  allcdged  og^ainst  Genl  Sullivan  are  true  or 
false,  or  whether  his  conduct  has  been  exceptionable 
or  not,  I  am  ^tiiified  the  resolution  for  his  recall  at 
this  time  was  unhappily  adopted,  and  if  carried  into 
execution,  will  not  fail  to  add  new  difficulties  to  our 
present  di^rc^sses.  And,  I  am  obliged  to  observe,  in 
justice  to  my  own  Character,  that  I  can  not  be 
answerable  for  the  consequences  which  may  arise 
from  a  want  of  Ul^ccrs  to  assist  mc' 

■  1^  rriDdpAl  4in«iertof  Uir  bottle  of  Btindyivinr  liii])|)tiEicil  in  ihj-'iiuirter 
wficn  ti«Dcnl  S»llivttn  comin&ndfdH  Ni>t  bfing  «  (ovoritwiih  Kevcri-i  mcm- 
facn  at  C^a^ro*,  dhe*c  p^r«i:KU  otiksared  liUi  itvtrcly,  ftJk4  procured  a  r<»>lve 
fer  Ut  rail  frtm  (be  ufiiy.  lEU  the  Inritiify  bcrurc  ordered,  nspecLing  ihc 
■fur  «l  SliCsB  UliaJ,  ibciuld  Vtr  midc,  Thv  execulion  ol  Xht  molv«  wu 
MipciHltdi.  lo  cooMqiaeAtc  of  the  above  ktur  from  ihc  Camnmikdcr' in-chief, 
,A  oovri  ol  laqvky  Utcrrudi  honorablf  AcqaJiLc^I  C^flncnJ  Sutliviti. 

TW  BftToB  <!■  HMy  ■>!  AppoiniH  t  major-gvnvnil  m  Ihc  Ain^ncAh  Mnrioc 
«»  tSu  ijili  o1  ^pcennbff,  vjd  ^ii  («tnmI«ii>Lt  w  ti>  be*r  the  umc  d«t«  u 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  Genl.  Gales  is  on 
so  rt**;pectal)le  a  footing,  and  I  hope,  our  Affairs  in 
that  Quarter  in  the  course  of  a  little  time,  will  be  in 
as  prosperous  a  train  as  wc  could  reasonably  wish, 

The  Main  body  of  the  Enemy,  from  the  best  inteK 
li((ence,  I  have  been  able  lo  get,  lies  near  Oilworth 
Town,  not  far  from  ihe  Field  of  Action,  where  they 
have  been  busily  einployed  in  burying  their  Dead, 
which  from  accounts  Eimoimted  to  a  very  considerable 
niimber/  We  are  moving  up  this  Road  to  get  be» 
tween  iht!  Enemy  and  the  Swedes'  Ford,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  turning  our  right  Hank,  which  they 
seem  lo  have  a  violent  inclination  to  effect  by  all  their 
movements. 

1  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  that  some  Board  or  Committee  be  appointed 
or  some  mode  adopted  for  obtaining  supplies  of 
Blankets  for  the  Troops.  Many  are  now  without 
and  the  season  becoming  cold,  they  will  be  injured 

■  The  day  alter  ihe  baiilrcf  BrmndywlDc.  whil?  ihe  vnrms' wvfc  al  Dilvorth- 
town.  Sir  Wiiriun  liuve  wfott  u  loLlowt  to  U«ii«ta]  Wa^hin^on 

"  Tlic  riuiiibct  *A  *Dunj1cd  ufiiKi*  %nd  uicii  «f  you;  xnwj  in  lhi>  ndthbout- 
hcidEln  f"  Ahnni  rvrry  po'^^il■l1^  .KtrnlLon  hiiH  >jccn  pud,  will  ncvcilhclcM  Tcquin: 
•j<A\T  imthrdiiii«  cam-,  hr  1  ^hiill  noi  he  lO  vilual«l  ju  to  give  iHem  Th**  nerf  lovy 
rcljof.  Adjt  au.rg(on&  you  m^jr  choo3C  To  »o;iit  In  ibdr  mnibUdcc,  dpom  applies 
Uon  lo  m?,  in  conscqucnc?  of  yDUt  ordcrt.  ituU  hv  pprmiucd  [<t  ollcnd  then). 
Tht  ufii«r«'  pAKilfii  will  be  iLkeUi  aad  tht  facn  cuntiJtred  as  pntonert  of 
war.'" 

C'V-TLtfol  Wa^lul]^o^  replied :^" The  alccuLion.  wbkli  ydu  Jirc  plct^cl  lo 
a&^iirp  me  hu  hc^w  paM  t-i  thv  officer?  iml  phviifm  of  flv  Jtrmy  untUr  my 
^oiamoTul.  wlio  were  uiiforiiiDalcl>  woundeil  in  rhfi  action  on  Thumjay  linl, 
has  4  diAlru  to  my  fctknowlpilgmciit*,  Agrembly  to  ih*  pcrmiiiioii  yuu  oflci. 
J  have  dirr<:tF!(l  th?  loiluwtny  gFciIiqfaen ,  Doorori  kuch,  l^fipcr,  Linm«rH  uid 
WtUe^  a  (nacc  jn  Lbc  hoitpital,  with  Ibcjf  atlcndnntk,  lu  wait  upJii  }r[>u  imd 
lake  ilmm  undrr  thdr  i:iuc.  The  woanilcd  wUI  be  ciiRhitJeml  lu  ihe  iij[hc  yuu 
plureLhfm/' 
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in  their  health  and  unfitted  for  service,  unless  tliey 
arc  immediately  provided  with  them.  Our  supplies 
in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  Ever>'  Article  of  Cloath- 
ing  cannot  be  tcx>  great,  as  there  arc  frequent  losses, 
not  t-asily  lo  be  avoided. 

I  would  also  obfier\'e  that.  1  think  in  point  of  pru- 
dence and  sound  policy,  cvcr^'  species  of  provisions, 
^ovld  be  removed  from  the  City,  except  such  as  will 
be  necessary'  to  supply  the  present  demands  of  this 
Army>  I  have  been  told,  there  are  considerable 
quantities  in  private  hands,  which  should  not  be  suf* 
fcred  to  remain  a  moment  longer  than  they  can  be 
conveyed  away.     I  have  &c 


TO  THE   rRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cams*,  e^  bept^jnlicr.  177^. 


I  was  honored  thi*;  morning  with  your  favors  of  the 
ijih  &  ]8th  with  their  Inclosures. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Con^Tcas  for  the  late  instance 
of  their  confidence^  expressed  in  their  Resolution  of 
the  I7ih.  and  shall  he  happy  if  my  conduct  in  dig- 
charging  the  objects  they  had  in  view  should  be  such 
as  to  meet  their  approbation.'     1  am  now  repassing 

'  ta  tlM  f«o«pc^l  «f  thr  ipndr  mnnvaJ  n(  CvTii;tru  fnTiD  i'tiUadfJphu,  uid 
^•■•Oft^tyu  to  ibf  tim?  nf  itiv  not  moving,  eplDLr)*t<l  pow«B  wert  dcl«- 
0trd  ta  tkt  C««idB&»lcr-ln-fhiTf,  iiiitcd  (■>  ibc  cvii^ciuy  ci  the  uci^uiau.  <luJ 

dMriiaJ  ftftd  dir«<t«4  e<>  taipcnti  xa  oflie«n  wtio  mittMhavv,  an<i  to  fill  up  ill 
■— irim  in  1^4  AacnanuTDf.  onJc  ihc  fknh  of  briE^iicra.  unli]  ihc  ptc^f 
«V  of  CoaQnn  th>U  br  momianimvd  :  lo  lake,  whcittcr  be  may  be.  all  nidi 
fiBikiont  and  oOtrr  art]ct«c  m  D«y  be  nftcvury  lor  ih«  cDiaforubl«  tii]>«iBt- 
ni  4hc  jirny  uadcr  hj>  coaai»iid,  pAyi^ii;  ui  ftiviBc  ccitilicilcs  fur  the 
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the  Schuylkill  al  Parker's  Ford,  with  the  main  body 
of  the  army,  which  will  be  over  in  an  Hour  or  two. 
iho"  it  is  deep  and  rapid-'  Gcnl  Wayne,  with  the 
division  under  \\\s  command,  is  on  the  rear  of  the 
Enemy,  and  will  be  joined  to-morrow  or  next  day,  I 
expect,  by  Genl  Smallwood  and  Colo  Gist  with  their 
corps.'  As  soon  as  the  troops  have  crossed  the  river. 
I  shall  march  lliem  as  cxpt^ditiou&ly  as  [xjssible  towarils 
Fatland,  Swedes',  &  the  other  fords,  where  it  is  most 
probable  the  Enemy  will  attempt  to  pass. 

When  [  left  Germantown  with  the  army.  1  hoped 
I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them, 
either  in  Front  or  on  their  flank,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  success;  but  unhappily  a  variety  of  causes 
concurred  to  prevent  iL  Our  march,  in  the  first 
place,  was  greatly  impeded  thro'  want  of  provisions, 
which  delayed  us  so  long  that  the  enemy  were  ap- 
prized of  our  motions,  and  gained  the  grounds  near 
the  White  Horse  Tavern,  with  a  part  of  their  army 
turning  our  right  Rank,  whilst  another  part,  compos- 


^.ime;  ic  rvmcvf  inil  tpmrt,  lor  fhp  hPTipAl  rA  ilic  owii«i^  all  giMdi  And 
cJfcct^,  whicli  TQrXy  be  tDirvknbk  to  the  o^xtmy  h  provided  ihat  ih«  po4cn  hcre^ 
by  mieil  ^dl  be  cterdicd  only  in  such  |>xil>  of  liiete  ^lAteii  u  nidy  be  wilhJr 
rhe  nTCLiErfc»ncF  of  sertntjr  milpsr^f  fhe  bDa^l-qtEirfprt  nf  lTii»  Ampn^n  innjr^ 

«ni)  %ha]l  etihtinnetn  force  foi  Uic  space  arsintyila^r  onlm  lO^nvr  fvvokedby 

'•  -*  nu  Eicdteni'v  Clcncrfll  Waiihingfon  wu  with  ihc  troppi  who  p«uc<l  m 
han  (0  Ihe  FerluDmon.  The  pr^jcctAion  JjtiteJ  tho  wbglc  ni^hl,  and  we  ]i«d  aU 
kicifft  <if  vigils  Ij-diii  QlTicGrs  wcl  ro  tiae  brtut,  who  hwt  Eo  marcli  in  llutl  tgndi^ 
tlon  the  cnkl,  tinmi?  nighl  llTrnu]ch»  ami  in  hrnr  hurtitir  anH  thin«t  %\  (he  Bain« 
iLinc.  Thii  ^u^<  Ihem  ot  cmirngc  ckiid  hcaliht  an<l  initTead  ol  pra)-7ri  we  heat 
liom  luurt.  []iC]i4iii>UA]e%j[,  \Mx\Ji\."— M^^Unherjt  i  Diary.  igSeplcmbct.  tTJ7. 

'  On  EhU  dny  Waj'nr  wlia  ai  FaaIe.  G1«[  had  fcrmed  %  JuncilDti  wiTli  Small- 
wnod  on  Lh«  cverriTig  oE  Ibe  iBih,  and  (lie  ccuvbined  ilefachinefila  ««n  ne^t 
Jiflids  Mi11i|Lin%  uvern  vn  ihi;  icjUi. 
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in}j  the  main  body,  were  more  advancec]  towards  our 
left  We  should  have  disappointed  them  in  iheir 
design  b>-  getting  on  their  left :  But  the  Heavy  rain, 
which  fell  on  Tuesday  evening  S:  in  die  course  nf  that 
night,  totally  unfilled  our  Guns  (or  sen'ice  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  ammunition  with  which  the  army 
had  been  compleated  a  day  or  two  before,  being  forty 
rounds  p,  man,  Ac  first  I  expected  tJiat  the  loss  was 
by  no  means  so  consider:ib)e,  and  intended  only  to  tile 
off  with  the  troops  a  few  milc»  to  replace  it  &  clean 
the  arms.  &  then  to  proceed  on  my  original  plan  ;  but 
on  examination  I  found  it  as  1  have  mentioned,  and 
thatwc  had  not  a  sufficient  supply  with  us  to  furnish 
the  men  with  the  necessary  complement  In  this 
situation  it  was  judged  necessary,  that  we  should 
proceed  as  far  as  Reading  Furnace  for  the  security  of 
the  army>*  On  these  accounts,  particularly  the  latter, 
matters  have  not  been  conducted  as  I  intended  & 
vridied,  &  the  enemy  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  their  advances  without  being  attacked,  1  yet 
hope,  from  the  present  slate  of  the  river,  that  1  shall 
be  down  in  time  to  give  ihem  a  meeting,  and,  if  unfor- 
tunately they  should  gain  Philadelphia,  that  it  will  not 
be  without  loss.     1  have  the  honor  to  be»  &c 

'  "  VcOctdtj  Xkx  enrm^  mn^tiii  Ifom  (.Vmcorrt  \/t  ifip  Frtg*nnwt  rtmA  lonraril 
tlKLaaoMer  foaJ,  iriilntklcnl  JciiaBia|:*in  our  t\f^\  flnnlu  ThtioihUf^ut  lo 
dMT  oar  iMiritiott  AIhI  march  lu  (bU  iilicc.  fium  wTiciux  wc  litEeiid  Imiurdktdy 
lo  ppowJ  ti>  Wannch.  Wc  nufltnl  inmh  from  i>if  »evm  w»Ehf r  yvuEcrddy 
i^  Ivt  Mffil,  ^i^G  ohftToidftVty  tcpamt'd  from  uur  Ecikln  atiA  hn^ff^^e  whidi 
•M  ottlf  rbdutcrri  ^  hcAlih  of  tJie  men  :  hut  hu  Lnci  iciy  injufikjui  iti  oui 
aiBi  And  ABmaucioD.  I!li«s«,  whm.  wv  Lrtlv«  at  Wtrviokc^  w^ihiyi  rtnlwrar 
M  toon  ■*  pcwkbk  %a  pil  tc^iti  ibto  a  pnrp«  ci^aJJtlon  ;  |o  do  whkh  aad  Ut  r^ 
Imh  tbr  awn.  are  i^ov  |»ioii|4l  mutitchfiir  p:qii|>  Iherv," — IVttiAit^ti'it  §»  tiki 
J'rnt.^fmt  */ Ctft^mr.  ij  StpTfinbrr,  1777.     He  wm  (han  HI  Veilotf  Sprtngi- 
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TO  I.IHUTHMANT<COLa!iCHL    ALKXAMDlCR  HAMILTON. 

Camp,  vs  SrritFmt>«t.  1777- 

Sir. 

The  distressed  aituation  of  the  army  for  want  of 
b!ank(?ls»  and  many  necessary  articles  of  clo&thing,  is 
truly  deplorable  ;  and  must  inevitably  be  destructive 
to  it.  unless  a  speedy  remedy  be  applied.  Without  a 
better  supply  than  they  at  present  have,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  men  lo  support  the  fatigues  a(  the 
campaign  in  the  further  progress  of  the  approachingf 
inclement  season.  This  you  well  know  to  be  a  mel- 
ancholy truth.  It  is  equally  the  dictate  of  common 
sense  and  the  opinion  of  the  Physicians  of  the  army, 
as  well  as  of  every  officer  in  it.  No  supply  can  be 
drawn  from  the  public  magazines.  We  have  there- 
fore no  resource  but  from  the  private  stock  of  individ- 
uals. 1  feel,  and  [  lament,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
requiring  the  inhabitants  to  contribute  to  those  wantSi 
wliich  we  have  no  other  means  of  satisfying,  »iid 
which  if  unremoved  would  involve  the  ruin  of  the 
army,  and  perhaps  the  ruin  of  America.  Painful  as  it 
13  to  me  to  order  and  as  it  will  be  to  you  to  execute 
the  measure,  I  am  compelled  Co  desire  you  immedi- 
ately to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  procure 
from  the  inhabitants  contributions  of  blankets  and 
cloathing,  and  materials  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
both,  in  proportion  10  the  ability  of  each.  This  you 
will  do  with  as  much  delicacy  and  discretion,  as  the 
nature  of  the  business  demands;  and  1  trust  the 
necessity  will  justify  the  proceeding  in  the  eyes  of 
every  person  well  affected  to  tlie  American  cause,  and 
that   all   good    citizens   will   chearfully   afford   their 
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assistance  to  soliiiers,  whose  siiffrrin^s  they  are 
bound  to  commiserate,  and  who  are  eminently  ex- 
posed to  danger  and  distrcsd.  in  defence  of  every 
tiling  they  might:  to  hold  dear. 

As  there  are  aUoa  number  of  hoises  in  Philadelphia 
both  of  public  and  private  property,  which  would  bea 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  enemy,  should  the  city  by 
any  accident  fait  into  their  hands,  you  are  hertby  au- 
thorized and  commanded  to  remove  them  thence  inlo 
the  Country  to  some  place  of  greater  security,  and 
more  remote  from  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  You 
will  stand  in  need  of  assistance  from  others  to  execute 
this  commission  with  despatch  and  propriety,  and  you 
are  therefore  empowered  to  employ  such  persons  as 
yoiJ  shall  think  proper  to  aid  yon  therein.     I  am,  Sir, 


*^*1  4o&o<«4fhxoiir**mkDfetObe  beaokl/  riln<Lr(«(l  (onhlainhiuShnr^and 
Bhntilli  iiiliiiJ  Ibtn  (0  vir«ry  olhvr  vtklc  jnra  knov  to  b«  mntpnal  (nr  th# 
«Bf;fwuoflD  t^iulencc  will  po^ut  ^ut  ilic  U^l  cKcrpii>;>iiAfalr  mciiai  lobe 
ftfBcd  Im  rticw  fRiiancc«-4iui  (emcmf>er,  ihat  ddkaqr  tnd  i  ttrlct  adhcivace 
to  iW  sri^Hury  laodA  <iF  applicqlimi  uiiul  |>ive  pIucQ  (o  ^ur  nu^cbilia.  W* 
•MiC  if  fcmiblc,  4C<(>rnm?^U  ihfr  KaUicrj-  vith  avch  aflicic*  a^  they  >Und  id 
Bfioiof orv«  ttuU  ha*fl  ]iu(  rt«KiEUi  lo  apprebrnd  lli«  mmi  tnjuri'^ix  ami  dlimi. 
l^<scH«q«f^ce«  from  th«  apprMfbing  •«•»&.  .  .  .  The  buiinru  yon  jire 
«poa  t  Knov  b  tlinfntabk,  end  perh^p*  in  llu  «a<cu(ioix  rou  mar  mcci  wllh 
■ON  obatsf  IcK  ihiui  vcTc  tr  nmapprvhcndeiland  alu  with  oppoti  Elan,  To  ihi? 
pwlwi  I  bm  BfDtioEwd.  tull  in  huch  *.  immbcr  ol  miUliP  ah  yuu  may  Ihink 
',  obHnriA^  hcnTTTcT.  nvcf  the-  canduci  of  ihr:  whole,  d  >itrLcl  diicJpLino, 
rrrry  vpccin  of  rapinv  and  djik>nler."^  iVaifiin);tvn  tp  /f*mifAfrr^  n 
SipuvUff,  1777- 

"I  ^  tftwl  TCu  h«tc  hc:puithcooU«ticino(  ItUnkctsvul  Shoes.  Thit  bu^ 
(MMGMmot  be  i:4rri«l  In  [iH>  4;im  Bit  ?xic(it,  tiid  1  Uiiiik  if  ttK  ratMan 
h  pKfMrtf  fomcd,  {i«ai  ijtianlttiBa  ol  KlanlctU*  Riii^t  anil  cov«t1jU«  nay  bt 
oMt^tvA  ia  th*  tia<?k  CoanlJA.  The  apprcuch  □£  the  enemy  to  I'hilAilclphiaLin' 
ttnd  the  uAcct*  I  itfoi  apon  lint  BusLuvb  from  dduu  oiucli.  tbc  diwHniei)  hid 
tMr  fooda  the  moowal  llie  thing  took  wind,  and  iwir  Irlrndt  hod  hHorr  parttd 
vtlfc  aU  th<TCo«Uifi«n^"^M'>MAi'jii^nf^£rMi4'C;^^7.37S«pto^         1777- 
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TO    THE    PBESIDE?(T  OF   CONGRESS. 
gl«  Camp,  sxa«  PcrTT»»ovx«  33  ScpUtobcr.  1777, 

1  have  not  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  T>ince 
your  adjournment  to  Lancaster,  and  I  sincer<.'ly  wish 
thai  my  first  Letter  was  Lpon  a  more  agreeable  sub- 
ject/ The  Enemy,  by  a  variety  of  perplexing  ina- 
fKcuvers  ihro'  a  Country  from  which  1  could  not 
derive  the  least  intelligence  (being  to  a  man  disaf- 
fected), contrived  to  pass  the*  Schuylkill  last  night  at 
the  Fatland  and  other  fords  in  the  neighborhood  of 
it.  They  marched  immediately  towards  Philadelphia, 
and  I  imagine  their  advanced  parties  will  be  near  that 
City  to-night.  They  had  50  far  got  the  stait  before 
I  reed,  certain  intelligence  that  any  considerable  num- 
ber had  crossed,  that  I  found  it  Jn  vain  to  think  o( 
overtaking  iheir  Rear,  with  Troops  harassed  as  ours 
had  been  with  constant  marching  since  the  Battle  of 
Brandywine  ;  and  therefore  concluded,  by  the  advice 
of  ail  the  gen'l  officers,  to  march  from  this  place  tcv 
morrow  morning  towards  PhiJadelphia,  and  %yw  the 
Way  endeavor  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Continental 
Troops  under  General  McDougall  from  Pe^kskill, 
and  the  Jersey  militta  under  GenI  Dickinson,  both 
of  whom  are,  I  hope,  on  this  side  of  the  Delaware' 

'  When  the  eotmy  approached  PhilidelfihJA,  Septembtr  iSlh.  Con^rva 
odiourncfl  to  LftntAflci.  in  rcnnvytrarkU.  whrr?  Ilie/  4Hcnib]cd  on  the  aTlb- 
Thr  Kimc  thy  Thry  mfjonmrd  to  Vcrk  beyond  thv  SacqufhATina,  tn  wh^th 
place  tliej'  mei  on  the  jolh,  and  continued  ther«  UU  Uli^  iJridih  cnciuittd 
[liilaJclphi*. 

*  ThU  U  not  *  iiriccly  iccuraif  ictvmnt  af  ih«  ctccUkm  o>\  The  conadl  u 
vnlRvtl  upon  tha  niintitet ;  for  lE  vu  ananimoutily  ilt(*nn{n«d  that  ^'fnn  tit* 
prcwnt  bU(«  i>I  rhc  nrmy^  \\  woulil  noi  bcadviaabJc  to  AdvAncff  ugioii  ^cincDDy. 
bm  rriDoln  vpOTi  iMvcrrmnd  oj  in  ibv  neichborhood  Till  the  deTaohmenTt  and 
dpecied  w-mfofumrhH  com*  up/^ 


I  am  aJso  obliged  to  wait  for  Gcnl  Wayne  and  Gcnl 
Stnallwood.  who  wrrc  left  upon  tlir  othrr  wd^  of 
Schuytkiil,  in  hopc;s  of  falling  upon  the  Enemy's 
Rear;  but  they  have  eluded  them  as  well  as  us. 

When  I  last  recrosscd  the  Schuylkill,  it  was  with  a 
firm  intent  of  yiving  the  Enemy  Battle  wherever  I 
idiould  meet  them  ;  and  accordingly  advanced  as  far  as 
the  Warren  Tavern  upon  the  Lancaster  Road,  near 
which  piac(*  the  two  armies  were  upuii  ihf  puint  of 
coming  to  a  General  Engajjement,  hue  were  pre- 
vented by  a  most  violent  flood  of  Rain,  which  con- 
tintied  all  the  day  and  following  ni^ht/  When  it 
held  up,  we  had  the  mortification  to  fin<l  that  our 
ammunition,  which  had  been  compleated  lo  forty 
fx>unds  a  man.  was  entirely  mined  :  and  in  that  Situ* 
dtion  wc  had  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  find  out  a 
strong  picci*  of  Ground,  which  wc  could  easily  main^ 
tain  till  we  could  get  the  Arms  put  in  order,  and  a 
Recruit  of  Ammunition.  Before  this  could  be  fully 
effected,  the  En<?my  marched  from  their  position  near 
the  While  Horse  Tavern,  down  the  Road  leading  to 
the  Swedes'  Ford.  I  immediately  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill above  them,  and  threw  mystlf  full  in  ihcir  front, 
hoping  to  meet  them  in  their  passage,  or  soon  after 
lhc>"  had  passed  the  riven     The  day  before  yesterday 


^ 


*«fv  >iAt«aflac.  vpco  aliich  iTit  army  vera  fiusdnl  and  t  (hip«tidon  mide  to 
fftCfi^t  tibcvB.  iht  |ik4c(if  h»l  Aichiingnl  a  It^  ihotc.  wheu  ■  viotcnl  fiiaiiBr  «d 

^/^mntkntk."— i$^MjUmgtm'a  SMf/mfMl  A*  Cttamil  a/  Ofi^m,  35  Stpicmber. 
1777.  PtekvTini;  vfala*  ikfti  llu  pick*!,  **jutl  pfr«tcd  (iboiit  Ihroe  btiEUlmd 
vlFUKfiL  ihuMfaJlT  icd  u  lib*  €iu  tic^"  uid  cvdcn  w«tv  Qiv  to  mvch  to 
YtJIy  Sf  rii^  a  wdhMi  mndi  of  iboui  icn  miiu  ov?r  bad  iixd«. 
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they  wt^rc  agam  in  mulion,  and  marched  rapidly  up 
the  road  leading  towards  Reading,  This  induced  mc 
to  believe  that  they  had  two  objects  in  View,  one  to 
gel  ninind  ihrf  right  of  the  Army,  tlir  other  perhaps 
to  detadi  parties  to  Readings  where  wc  had  consider- 
able quantities  of  military  Stores,  To  frustrate 
ihosc  intenlions,  I  moved  the  army  up  on  this  ^ide  of 
the  River  to  this  place,  determined  to  keep  pace  with 
them;  but  early  this  morning  1  reed.  intelligencCi 
that  they  had  crossed  the  fords  below,*  Why  1  did 
not  follow  immediately,  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
former  part  of  my  letter ;  but  the  strongest  reason 
against  being  able  to  make  a  forced  march  is  the 
want  of  shoes.  Messieurs  Carroll,  Chase,  and  Pcnn, 
who  were  some  days  with  the  army,  can  inform  Con- 
gress in  how  deplorable  a  t;iiuation  the  Troops  are, 
(or  want  of  that  necessary  article.  At  least  one  thou- 
sand men  arc  bare-fooled,  and  have  performed  the 
marches  in  that  condition,  1  was  told  of  a  great 
number  of  shoes  in  the  hands  of  private  people  in 
Philadelphia,  and  sent  down  to  secure  them  ;  btit  I 
doubt  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy  will  preveni  it, 

I  have  planned  a  method  o(  throwing  a  Garrison 
into  Fort  Mifflin,  if  it  succeeds,  and  they,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Ship*  and  Galleys  should  keep  the 
obstructions  in  the  River,  Genl   Howe's  situation  in 

■  "  Ob  Lhc  nigltl  oF  Ihe  lolh  the  army  dccaoipcd  and  nkucheil  up  to  Oie 
Trep.  anil  on  \\\t  211E  lo  witliin  fixjr  mlln  <»f  Tiilt^^uvt!^  ihc  cncmy't  viii  Ih'rn 
being  M  Frcbcli'b  Creek  upDtt  thii  va^t  hid*  (A  (hp  SclnLylltEll-  In  Cb*  Ei|*hl  cd 
lliefta^.  Adiicc  wu  rccci*cd  ihnl  Ibe  cnccny  hi^d  froufic]  Schqyibill  «t  Gi^Tdon'k 
Frtrfj.  below  u&,  bui  Ih?  account  wu  ifiulu  contrDdJcEcd ;  biii  in  ilie  inoniinj 
of  Ihs  93d  certflia  ■ccounct  c&me  to  hind  iliai  they  icftlly  hud  croued  in  lar^f^ 
niuubcTit,  ud  trcrc  Diovini^  Eawiinlh  Phi]iidcl|ibU,'* —  tV^nAiftgfim'i  Sitlemtnitr 
Caitmiia/  Oj/iifn.  aj  September,  1777 
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riiilatlclphia  will  not  be  lli«f  most  agreeable ;  for  if  his 
supplies  can  be  stopped  by  Water,  it  may  be  easily 
done  by  land.  To  do  both  :>hall  be  my  utmost  cfi- 
dcavor;  and  I  am  not  yet  wtihoui  hopr,  that  the 
acquisition  oF  Philadelphia  may,  instead  of  his  (jood 
fortune,  prove  his  Ruin,  General  Sl  Clair,  who  has 
been  constantly  with  the  Army  for  some  time  past, 
can  give  you  many  jmcccs  of  information,  which  may 
have  escaped  mc,  and  therefore  I  refer  you  to  him  for 
many  particulars     *     •     •  > 

**''nc«cik««Ucbba|ipenodoii  tbeittb  ii»t  Cbadaford,  on  tbc  Brntdf- 

VBC.  3M»  Mil  hAW  hMftl  of.  I  have  not  time  td  give  ypij  \\\v  pirtiCuUn,  A 
««ainH«fy«l  InltlUcfneVi  in  qcrilioJ  vi^l  iinpcrtaM  point,  con]nbal«i1  ffvatly 
if  II  did  ml  aiirdr  bria£  on  tbc  niiifcitDna  of  th4t  Usf.  TIm  Adioa  hmrrter 
v«i  wirm  uul  I  am  mnnpcn).  ilv  Fn^mjrV  Lom  «t  cmddfrftblv  baiI  nDCti 
wptrior  to  cHim,  AfUi  iHi^  afiair  and  rvfmliing  oui  Trocip*  «  few  <iayh.  I  4e- 
iCiMittod  to  tn^  «  fecHid  ulKMi-  Fur  th^  poifHjsc,  t  4d'4LUicJ  wiLli  the  Army 
UfCOfi  aslE  «•!  {ft  A  diuikin  tnd  vu  fPiiihiri|[  10  (tin  rbv  |[rfmmlM  an  th*i( 
laft.  1  bcliev«  we  UiVuU  hA^o  cllecUd  il,  and  if  noi  ■  f^n«iiil  stuck  vduM 
luvc  b«o  uiAde  on  ibcit  Front,  Tdd  ekjI  my  vJcv*  unfo(tiUi4lc1y  beer  toUUjr 
lrHtni«d  by  ■  mnti  t^r^rr  n^n  flhicli  cam*  rm,  rhr  'lay  prrrr^'llnif  ihal  ol  ibe 
i«lCTd»d  uljea.  Thu  obli^  us  Xn  fh«iig«  qut  RouL  uiJ  coatinuint;  frith 
pMl  rIolwiCB  lill  bU  in  (I)«  n^bl,  rErLdcip4  »uf  Amu  unlit  (ur  ve  jiiil  dc- 
juoytd  iiMM  in  Ac  unmtinltlcn  In  Ihe  inen'b  pauchn,  wlio  wrm  nnl  ami 
iiyriif  dDh*g  1^  mrboU  ticub  Crfol.  t!ow<  In  lwt>  Jap  «f[a  foU  dowti 
tpimnln  SdiBjikit]  Bcaf  llie  Vmllor  forEc-  We  did  the  uiaa,  and  pasci  viLh 
flic  Bwia  liody  of  ihc  Anny  tib<f?v.  lod  motcliiD|{  dowb,  took  pMl  in  hl»  I'mnt, 
■Wla  a  put  of  oar  Fore*  waa  Ml  lo  hftog  Mt  hit  Kear  In  ihia  ntuatioa 
■aMw  fr  rwalacd  a  day  *m  two  itHu  iIlc  Encnif  eileudcd  t|>euE*dia  up  llic 
rtiCT,  ts  U  llWf  racwit  10  t«n  our  Rl^hl  vid.  cdunicrmarcblne  In  llir  ntgtit 
Cfowtd  aoatc  xiilo  b«l<f  aa ;  The  Ri^'r  bttng  IokUU*  in  almcKt  avary  pari- 
TWy  hate  advaiKcd  Icn^atdt  llac  city,  an^l  «cie  fiom  th«  lv>I  vdvkci  at  and 
aba«i  OrwstovB.  Il  \^  pmliable  vnivT  nf  ihHt  PaIIir^  hjiTr  mtpred  thr  clly 
aad  iMf  *fc«4«  Amy  naf,  if  ihey  incltne  t«  do  ii,  wiihout  o«r  l<eLiig  able  lo 
OB.  H«ic  1  mutt  remark.  th«i  oaf  diiEma  (ui  W4»t  vl  klujo.  ia 
beyottd  coaceplftob  and  iliai  ffon  lliii  cEfCiLniMnHi.-R  ohf  nf>mi  ji>r»  and 
il  iMtv  b«*tt  lBpfaeti«abtv,  t  atn  lakmfE  every  maA<ur*  to  Dbtain  a  *up- 
pjf,  attd  I  bopc  lo  be  abk  I4  nova  in  a  short  liiaf  fiipcciolty  when  va  an 
Jdiftfd  byaooit  Rvvrorcaanvntt  Uiai  uv  ceminjE  on.  ann  ihomndrr  ihc  fa*DC  of 
kMWa,  our  Alfatn  vill  aamrae  a  more  a|^rccabl<  aip«l,  thin  ibe>  now  have-*' 
—  ir«*i4tJ^rftH  Ar  Jtr«|aWltry.£;^iarFW.VrAtfii,  ft?  Septoubcr.  in7> 
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lU    B4AJUHH;E»KICAL    PUTNAM. 

CjUII'.  OTf    SCH[]V1JLIL4^  34  UlLU    rROK  Pi IlljLDRJ-Ht A, 

Dr  Sir, 

The  situation  of  our  affairs  in  this  Quarter  calls  for 
every  aid  anJ  for  every  effort.  Gcnl  Howe,  by  vari* 
ous  manceuvers  and  marching  high  up  the  Schuylkill, 
as  if  he  meant  to  turn  our  Right  Flank,  found  means 
by  couniermarching  to  pa^s  tlie  River,  several  miles 
below  us,  last  night,  which  is  fordable  almost  in  every 
part,  and  is  now  fast  advancing  towards  Philadelphia. 
i  therefore  desire,  thai,  without  a  moment's  loss  of 
lime,  you  will  detach  as  many  effective  rank  and  file, 
under  proper  generals  and  other  officers,  as  will 
make  the  whole  number,  including  those  with  Gcnl 
McDougall,  ainoujit  to  twenty-five  hundred  privates 
&  non<ommissioned  fit  for  duty.  The  corps  under 
Genl  McDougall,  to  my  great  surprise,  by  a  Letter 
from  him  some  days  ago,  consisted  only  of  nine  hun- 
dred <4  Eleven,  You  will  direct  the  Officers,  com- 
manding the  Detachment  now  ordered,  to  proceed 
as  expeditiously  as  they  can  to  reinforce  me.  The 
Rout  through  Morris  Town  and  over  Coryell's  Ferry 
will  be  best  for  them  to  pursue*  Before  they  arrive 
at  the  ferry,  they  will  hear  where  1  am  ;  but  that  they 
may  know  their  destination,  when  tiicy  are  in  Two 
day^'  njarch  of  It,  they  are  to  advise  me  by  Express, 
and  1  will  write  on  the  Subject. 

I  must  urge  you,  by  every  motive,  to  send  on  this 
Detachment  without  the  least  possible  delay.  No 
considerations  are  to  prevent  it.  It  is  our  first  object 
to  defeat,  if  possible*  the  Army  now  opposed  to  us 
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here  That  the  passes  in  the  Highlands  may  be  per- 
fectly secure,  you  will  immediately  call  in  all  your 
(orccs  now  on  command  at  outposts.  You  must  not 
think  of  covering  a  whole  country  by  dividing  'cm  ; 
&  whttii  ihej"  are  ordertxi  ir  &  drawn  together,  they 
will  be  fully  competent  to  repel  any  attempt,  that  can 
be  made  by  the  hnemy  from  below  in  their  present 
situation.  Besides,  if  you  are  threatened  with  an 
Attack,  you  muitt  get  what  aid  you  can  from  the 
militix  The  Detachment  will  bring  their  Baggage, 
but  I  wish  'cm  to  come  with  no  more  than  will  be 
absolutely  necessary.  That  you  may  not  he*iitate 
about  complying  wi:h  this  order,  you  are  to  consider 
It  as  pcrcmptor>^  &  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  Colo- 
nel Malcom's  regiment  will  form  a  part  of  the  detach- 
ment,    I  am,  dear  Sir  See' 

P,  S.     The  Troops  now  ordered  need   not  bring 
any  artillery. 


Sir, 


TO    MAjOR-CfiKERAl.  GATES. 

Camp,  vtik  I^ortscinovB,  %4  ScpleBibc*,  1777 


This  army  has  not  been  able  to  oppose  GenI : 
Howe's  with  the  success  that  was  wished,  and  needs 
a  RcinforccraenL  I  therclore  request,  if  you  have 
be>en  8q  fortunate  as  to  oblige   Genl   Burgoyne  to 

^Cp«unl  Pa(44m  b»d  kriD«d  %  plati  inf  a  t«|>a/a(«  «(t&«k  oo  the  v^nwf  M 
SUMi  lakttd.  P4*lv  Uo«L.  Vork  Iil^Dd,  ^nJ  Loog  IbIuJ,  ae  ihc  auuc  ijinc^ 
He  had  obtained  accuate  kni>wlt«j||c  of  ilic  eoenix*  fttmi£ih,  atiil  <iuyciiiar 
TnBboIl  b*d  CDOoonc^  ^^  loeicpHt  [Are*  retnf4>Fre(BEatk  of  militti  U'yaa 
GoaaactiMl  for  iha  f4ijptk<.  vfiich,  with  chc  Cantin^ntil  force*  nnt^cr  hd  com^ 
wmw^  aad  Iba  ^att  lie  la^X  pruurc  itjyax  Nwi  Yurk  lud  I^ow  Jc^rMT,  bo 
balHTtd  wmM  Mwblr  faian  rn  mmqI?  hn^^pctgii. — MS.  Littrr,  ^pt^inhfT  ijtb. 
TW  ■fco've  04<Ut  lr«a  C<B«nl  Wublitgtga  put  «&  cml  lo  tbe  project 
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retreat  to  Ticonderoga.  or  If  you  have  not  and  cir- 
cum:*tancos  will  admit,  that  you  will  order  Colonel 
Morgan  tn  join  me  ajjain  with  his  Corps.  1  sent  him 
up  when  I  thought  yuu  mattirially  wanted  him  ;  and 
if  hi$  serviceii  can  be  dispensed  with  now,  you  will 
direct  his  immediate  return.  You  will  perceive,  I  do 
not  mention  this  by  way  of  command,  but  leave  you 
to  determine  upon  It  according  to  your  situation.  If 
thcj'  come,  they  should  proceed  by  water  from  Al- 
bany, a£  Inw  down  as  PcckskllL  In  such  case  you 
will  give  Colonel  Morgan  the  necessary  orders  to  join 
mc  with  despatch.     I  am,  &c' 


TO    LORD    STTRLINr.. 

ti  o'clock,  A.  M. 

My  Lor[», 

I  have  your  favor  of  8  oclock  now  before  me,  and 
am  surprised  to  find  the  Enemy  in  the  same  situation 
after  the  movement  which  thcyappear'd  to  be  making 
according  to  the  [nformation  given  by  Gt^nL  Reed. — 

I  am  sorry  the  Picquets  march'd  from  hence  yes- 
terday, and  1  am  still  more  concern "d  that  GcnL  Arm- 
strong with  the  militia  moved  to  the  Trap,  a5  it  was 

>  Tfl  iHs  Ifffpf  r«*nf ml  Ga  l«  rejiUed -. — "  SEncttheMTiooof  theiglH  ultimo. 
ibff  enemy  hav>  kvpl  X\\9  ^mtind  they  occupificl  thv  tnominfj  of  thaEday,  uiH 
fcjitjitccj  tbcif  tamp.  TTlc  uulYiintcd  tcnUicb  ol  id¥  ]JlcK<t»  arc  po9lc«]  within 
irhol,  HTid  npponrr  1)ic  cn^my  ».  NHilin'  tide  h>t  flivrn  i^unfl  tn  inch,  In 
ihifi  uiuBlicn  yuiij  HiccllgOL^  would  iifil  with  m?  to  put  ^^'ilh  Ihe  coipi  the 
vinr  ^f  Ciciicial  EtuiifuyiLc  cm:  iDuat  aIi^lU  of." — UmcJ  OlIuI^i  ^tli.  Thu  Icltcj 
>viu  wHtfnnnplyihvct  (Uyttirfnre  (he  iled^ilvr  jiL^iion  iigfliftiil  Burgoync.  «nd  ytX. 
after  Ihfli  **iicl,  CsBtfial  Caecg  oooiplitd  tardily  with  ('cceral  WaahitigtaB'i 
n<IBeit.  Horcan  naa  df  laincd  till  ftftci  the  capiluUtion,  wticri  ihc  ttoopiw«T« 
DO  longn  wAfLfcd  In  tlip  Nonhem  Dpp&nm«nr. 
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owing  to  a  mistake  they  were  not  halted  along  with 
th«  other  Troops  at  this  place,  the  countcrmaiKl  of 
the  march  being  intended  for  the  whole,  tho'  1  pre- 
sume it  never  reached  GcnI.  Armstrong. — 

Un<l**r  these  circumst;inc<^s,  and  the  prest^nl  appear- 
ance oi  the  weather  (which  has  induced  me  to  pitch 
our  Tents,  and  sec  what  the  clouds  have  in  char^fc) 
I  mean  to  halt  here  at  least  to  day,  e*(]iecially  as  I 
find  Genl.  Wayne  will  not  be  up  till  nigjht  (if  then), 
and  Smallwood  not  till  to  morrow.  I  should  be  glad, 
therefore,  if  your  Lordship  would  consult  Gcnl,  Arm- 
strong and  thtr  other  Gs-'ncral  Oftic<--r^  with  you.  And 
determine  whether  it  will  be  beat  for  you  to  march 
back  to  the  Ptcqucts,  and  for  Maxwdl'a  Corps  to  join 
their  respective  Brigades  immediately  or  wait  till 
tomorrow. 

Thai  you  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  determine 
this  point,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  directed 
G<?nl,  McIVk»|j;*II  to  II^U  at  a  place  mark'd  on  the 
map  Markeys,  on  the  Skippack  Road,  between  Wel- 
gers  and  Pennebakers  Mill  (at  a  star  in  the  Fork  of 
Pcfkiomy),  and  officers  are  gone  out  to  view  the 
grounds  ihereaboitts,  lo  see  if  it  would  be  a  conven- 
ient situation  to  oiisemble  our  troops  at,  and  form  a 
Camp;  at  the  same  time  I  must  add  that  the  Current 
Sentiment  of  the  Genl.  Officers  here,  is  that  it  is  loo 
near  the  Enemy  till  we  are  in  a  better  condition  to 
meet  them  on  any  ground  than  we  seem  to  be  at  pres- 
ent.— I  shall  only  add  that  the  reason  for  halting  Mc- 
Uougall  therer,  is  to  save  him  the  fatigue  of  a  Counter 
March  if  we  should  move  that  way,  as  his  Troops 
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must  be  greaily  fatigued  by  the  lengthy  and  (of  late) 
the  rapidity  of  his  march  to  form  the  junction  with  ua. 
How  far  his  situation  there;  may  be  eligible,  a  few 
liourSj  with  the  intelligence  ihey  may  bring,  will  prob- 
ably determine.  Your  Lordship  will,  as  before  desired, 
take  the  sentiments  of  the  Officers  with  you  on  these 
matters  &  let  mc  know  the  result.     1  am.  &c^ 


TO  JOHV     PARKE   CUSTIS, 


33  Sflt'tcmlitff,    ly?^ 


instant  came  to  my 


Dkab  Sir, 

Your   letter  of   th<?  eleventh 
hands  yesterday. 

It  was  always  my  intention,  if  agreeable  to  your 
mothcn  to  give  you  the  offer  of  renting  her  dower- 
estatc  in  King  William  dviring  my  interest  therein^  so 
soon  as  you  came  of  age  to  act  for  yourself.  On  two 
accounts  I  resolved  to  do  thia.—firsi,  because  I  was 
desirous  of  contracting  my  own  business  into  as  nar- 
row a  compass  as  possible ;  and»  secondly,  because  1 
thought  an  estate,  ho  capable  of  improvement  as  that 
is  (in  the  hands  of  a  person  who  had  a  permanent  in- 
terest in  it,  and  the  means  withal)  ought  not  to  be 

'  "  W«  an  tioirlii  Dioibti.  anil  advandne  Lu  form  a  jUDctlon  with  (ienl.  M& 
llanfl;*!],  I  «<pf rt  In  \yt  \fAnfi\  \n  i  t^vy  m  tvo  b^  Genl  l''imnnn,  wilh  touf. 
lecn  or  Gfic&n  hunilrTtl  Jenc^  mil^U.  The  main  bi>J;  vi  itic  cucmr  arcaUo 
atlvuidrif  ipwaiib  riUlodclpliia,  mid  wctl-  IicIdw  Ucrm^in  Towii  fmrti  in/  laM 
ndvLve^  whioh  aI*o  invTiUniKfl  (li»r  n  tKnitvin^  mfintiy,  ^t/^^>\  aluiirt  lOO  llca- 
goonii,  had  fil«il  afi  loH-iMt  CbcinuL  Hill,  I  Thi  ihcy  arc  puithing  kr  Bnatol, 
ifltfi  out  »|Q(?».  #IU4li  I  iMa  nvrichciiiivc  arr  noi  cnUirl)'  rpmuvrd.  Eho  I  0ive 
orrlen  lor  if.  (hp  momonr  I  heard  Xhay  v*«k  EheTc/'--  ^i^jLinfi^K  /■>  Xt^ri^gt 
Crtwy.  a6  Scplflmbar.  t???. 
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neglected  till  such  time  as  an  unfortunate  event,  and 
perhaps  a  distant  one.  mt^ht  put  you  tn  possession. 

The  little  attention  I  have  been  able  to  pay  to  any 
part  of  my  own  piivatc  business  for  three  years  last 
past  is  the  cause  why  (ht^  ^mong  other  matters  has 
escaped  me,  but  since  you  have  mentioned  it  yourself, 
I  have  only  to  add^  that  it  will  be' quite  agreeable  to 
me  that  you  ^Imuld  have  the  land,  and  everything 
ihereon,  except  breeding  mares,  if  any  there  be,  and 
fillies. 

To  regulate  the  rent  by  the  rule  you  have  men- 
tioned.  I  could  ntil  consent  to,  because,  if  the  planta* 
tion  had  been  under  good  management,  It  would  have 
fixed  it  higher  than  you  ought  to  give  ;  if,  under  bad 
management,  which  I  beliftve  to  be  the  case»  it  would 
fix  ii  too  low,  and  might  settle  it  at  nothinj;.  The 
only  true  criterion  is  to  determine  what  so  much  land, 
with  so  much  man^.  in  5uch  a  part  of  the  country* 
would  rent  for;  and  next  the  annual  value  of  so  many 
slaves,  estimating  them  at  their  present  worth,  at  the 
same  time  having  respect  to  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  old  and  the  young,  as  the  one  is 
declining  and  the  other  improving. 

As  you  are  desirous  of  having  the  matter  fixed  as 
speedily  a^  possible — as  the  distance  between  us  is  too 
grcat^the  season  far  advanced — and  letters  too  apt 
10  miscarry  to  negotiate  a  business  of  this  kind,  in  that 
way>  and  as  1  wish  for  no  more  than  impartial  gentle- 
men, unconnecietl  with  hnth  of  us,  shall  say  I  ought 
10  have  ;  I  am  content  to  leave  the  valuation  of  the 
whole  to  General  Nelson,  Colonel  Hraxton,  and  George 
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Webb,  Esq,  I  mention  these  gentlemen  because  ihey 
arc  persons  of  character  and  because  no  time  may  be 
lout  in  the  appointment. 

Whatever  rent  they  shall  fix  upon  the  land,  and 
whatever  hire  for  the  negroes,  I  contentedly  will  take, 
The  stock  of  every  kind  (*rxcept  mares  and  fiilics),  and 
plantation  utenstU  and  working  tools  may  aUo  be 
valued  ;  at  which  you  may  take  them.  By  this  means 
the  whole  business  jnay  bft  finished  at  once.  That 
these  gentlemen  (if  you  approve  the  method  of  ascer- 
taining the  rent)  may  know  il  is  with  my  approbation, 
the  request  is  made  to  them  you  will  show  them  this 
letter,  and  at  the  same  time  apologize  in  my  name 
for  the  trouble  it  will  give  them  if  they  are  obliging 
enough  to  undertake  it. 

My  extreme  hurry,  especially  at  this  juncture,  only 
allows  me  time  to  add  my  love  to  Nelly,  and  to  assure 
you  that  1  am,  with  sincere  regard  and  affection,  dear 
sir,  yours. 

P.  Sh  In  the  present  fluctualing,  state  of  things, 
there  is  one  thing  which  justice  to  myself  and  your 
mother  requires  mc  to  condition  for,  and  that  is  that 
the  rent  stipulated  shall  have  some  relative  value,  to 
secure  an  equivalent  for  the  land  and  slaves:  other- 
wise, as  the  lease  will  be  an  absolute  conveyance  of 
the  estate  from  your  mother  and  me.  we  may  at  the 
end  of  a  few  years,  if  paper  money  continues  to  deprfr 
ciatc.  get  nothing  for  it.  1  do  not  mean  by  this  to  in- 
sinuate that  I  am  unwilling  to  receive  paper  money — 
on  the  contrary,  1  shall,  with  cheerfulness  receive  pay- 
ment in  anything  that  has  a  currency  at  tlie  time  of 
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payment,  bui  of  equal  value  then  to  the  intrinsic  worth 
at  the  time  of  fixing  the  rent.  In  a  word,  that  1  may 
really,  and  not  nominally,  get  what  w:l^^  intended  :ts  a 
reoC 


TO  THE  P14ESIDEKT  OF  CONGRESS. 

J  October,  ^77- 

Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  1  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  favors  of  the  3och  ultimo,  with  their  enclosures. 
I  was  much  obliged  by  the  accounts  from  the  northern 
army,  though  in  general  tliey  had  reached  me  before  : 
and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  soon  hear  that  they  have 
been  succeeded  by  other  fortunate  and  interesting 
events,  as  the  two  amiles,  by  General  (iates's  letter, 

'0&  tht  tfth  IhC  Dulfibady  of  ihe  !lrll[iibiinny  wciv«Ti1t  lying  nenf  (i^nnan- 
t«inii  BDd  A^ctachmcul.  il  wh  mpOfKtl,  htid  nuirched  m(o  Pliilftdctptun-  'I^lie 
nfcotc  fiQroc  of  th<  rneaijr  wm  cttitn^al  jiE  $i,oi;i^  The  I'tiiilintriii!  foitc  vriiii 
tha>  mdhifd  bj  WBthin^ion  in  thf  riiiinnl  uf  rhr  9Hlh :  Mi^Umij^all,  wilh 
ftboM  ^oo  ncn  lu4  )wn«^  Ihe  cnsy  ;  SnHllwvod  had  alto  o^^niv  in  wilh  ahimX 
(.too  of  die  1\mmj\uA  ibII'UiI  ,  Fonnui,  wlllia.Liuut<4»  uhhc  Jtne^iuiLlU  va& 
on  the  Skipfivli  roiil.  ind  omi  rhe  m^ln  body.  The  numbtr  of  Coniinenuil 
tfwf*  IB  camp,  fit  for  duty.aielDnvc  of  tlw  <l«ticbmnit  uudei  McDougtU)  «nd 
ikM  ooikT  Wajrfmat  ibc  Tnp^it**  S<47*- 1''  ivtikh  »a*  tu  be  Aildal  MmwcU'ii 
V(hl  corpt(«boyL  450).  md  Ihp  rfrnniylvAnm  ntlliiia  unrtrrr  Armirrone  Upon 
lh««holclfa**rTnr  ■0iiLd<LOIk*ttt  of  iibfHiI  8,000  ContiiivnuJ  ir^cpt  ra^ikflnd  k\t. 
•ltd  1.000  milfttb  About  >,oOd  b«kd1y  equipped  mitUU  fiutu  Vu^finU  were  011 
Ihrfr  mvcb  to  cunp,  a  pvi  luvin^  ilreaily  rttfltftl  ljiiictu(t«r.  And  tfinfofcv. 
a«BlB  Iwd  baan  onl«r«d  from  IV^kikill,  l^h«  Council  <Jecid«cl  of^iud  jin  imm*- 
dlalc  attack  on  the  mcmyt  aod  thai  iltt  vntj  sbouM  move  to  a  pro^ici  ump 
^ibaat  tm^^t  mlln  from  th«  enemy  to  iivaii  minforwniFaiB  anil  b  mcrr  fitting 
Oppona&ilT  ^  aitack.  SmaJZvoHl,  "^vptt,  VK>\Xa.  Vrwat.  And  Scoti  «cn  ot 
[hal  Lte  Aaiciiuii  Tuivc  «>■&  ul  iuO^kiiL  •Ucniflti  lu  ttl  irHciuuvcfr  ^ 
but  llkrTWrrr  orcmilnl  bj  Ufl>aii£B,ll.  Sullivan.  Knai»  nn«nr,  Naah,  Muhlcn- 
fcaff,  S<iriiD|£.  Convay,  SE«pli«n,  and  Annjttron[<.  C-dn«fal  Cid^vmlaiUr  and 
JaMpb  R*H  *TR  pnacht  al  iba  Council. 
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were  encamped  near  each  other'  I  shall  pay  due 
attention  to  the  re^^olution  you  refer  me  to;  and 
no  exertions  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  collect 
what  necessaries  I  can  for  the  army.  This,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  be  equally  att<!nded  to  by  the  honw^ 
able  Board  of  War  ;  and  I  hope,  by  care  and  industry. 
many  supplies  may  be  obtained  to  relieve  ourdiscresses, 
which,  in  the  articles  of  shoes,  stockings,  and  blankets, 
are  exlremely  ^reat.* 

Since  my  letter  of  the  ^gih,  no  favorable  change  has 
taken  place  in  ourafTairs;  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
sustained  an  additional  loss  in  the  capture  of  the 
Delaware.  She  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  in  a  day 
or  two  after  they  were  in  possession  of  the  city,  and  in 
a  mannernot  yet  well  understood.     Some  have  sup- 

'  *'  Tliv  [jruipciLMU  cuuiplcAiui)  of  our  NotlliDjn  nnuim  ix  i  tcry  pleutni;  uid 
iiii|]orUHt  drriuiifc*»nce.  If  ii  nuidi  to  Iff  vu\\9d  lYxvy  mny  cnntin*)*  in  ih* 
fkBitic  Imint  ukI  have  ba  fnvorable  rui  isfiue  ns  tli«y  nnpm  itr>w  x<t  prami»ru  If 
they  hiiie  bnjda  the  m^rt  iiuincJintc  adTAnlo^i  thai  hILI  accrue  from  ihe 
ditBf  [k'tntiiig  the  vipwi  ol  ihr  enemy  in  ihit  4)UAit«T.  \\  «tll  nefpisanly  hav»  « 
hfi|ipy  mfiiLCEitc  upun  our  Affj|Ji->  here,     . 

*'  Vuu  will  iiJivc  li»r«]  Ijcfurc  this  ^rl&  lu  Imriit,  \h\\  ibc  eiit^mir  hctvc  lE  Im^lh 
|piiii>dpoH«tiinnof  Phittr]«]|ihi:L-  Many  mmvnidilMedilFiciiltlet  tnd  unfanunal* 
■ccid«ni»  ihiT  -vit  hijl  to  flnnnuntor,  C(»i»cun-prl  (o  pr-miote  thcrr  svcoev,  THi 
L»  UL  cwDt  (liat  vrt  ha/1  m&oii  (o  hviiJi  Eiad  not  happciL<d.  And  wilt  be  BttciKled 
wtlh  wvent  ill  coii««qiieni:e<  :  bill  1  hope  )[  wtll  not  \rt  «o  deirlmeniil  u  mnj 
oppttheiiJ*  onJ  thai  •  Ijlllfl  ttnic  inU  pvricvcmncc  will  give  U»  4n  opportunity 
uf  niuklii);  HRieiidTi  Tor  uLir  lute  lU  fotluiii:.  «ni]  [lULltn^  uui  i^aii^  in  h  ingre 
llfiunaliiEij;  condiEiffii  ihart  al  pmcnt.  Our  army  haj  now  h«d  (be  ml  &nd 
refrmhment  iL  siooti  m  need  of^  and  our  m^n  nre  Ln  ircry  goxJ  ipint>." —  H^juh- 
innton  to  Govfwnet  Tryiftbnft.  i  Ociobeip  1777. 

'  "  The  Drgeni  nefatity  (hit  rhe  troitt&houMbe  tmrnedkntely  iecumllarbidi 
vur  Ifcing  uvtir-f<urupii]ouH  in  providing  Uic  matrix  ai  doinc  it.  If  the  drit 
(luVfCt  «iU  ritjl  aid  yvti  with  cncii^y  iii  ^cltin^  wiigvn^H  y^  iniul  iint  want  (Iicdi 
nn  ihtl  ACTQiiDt,  bDl  mutt  make  «  givid  nie  of  the  meanii  you  h«ve,  cihI  rM 
them  ftt  all  events.  I'uoctilioh,  in  Ihi^  eni«t^r>cy,  miMl  ooi  hinder  <Mr 
^^•Aii^  whtlcvci  U  ciK0U*l  to  tbc  tt""^  <it  Ihc  irrtice," — If'ajAinftiM  1^ 
Viii.  y,  Mipin,  I  Llcrobef,  1777. 
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posed  the  crew  mutinied,  while  another  report  is.  that 
she  was  disabled  in  her  rudder  by  a  shot,  and  driven 
on  shore.  This  misfortjne  takes  off  the  success  of 
Captain  Biddle's  cruise.  1  will  not  dwell  longer  on 
the  subject.'  Confess  may  rest  assured,  all  the 
means  in  my  power  shall  be  employed  to  put  our 
aifairs  In  a  mort  agreeable  traia  and  to  accomplish  the 
end  ihcy  so  earnestly  wish.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 
P,  S,  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  Genl.  Howe's  Procla- 
mation issued  the  28th  uIl 


TO    THE    FRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

CAMr»  HRAM  PlLSMRft^Ka't  HlLl^ 

5  OiriobcT,  1777' 

Sir, 

Having  received  intelligence  through  two  inter- 
cepted letters,  that  Grncml  Howe  had  detached  a 
part  of  his  force  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  Billings- 

■  Ai  BOB  M  tbe  Bn([9lih«^t*Lcnpouc-4ioiiof  Ph34drlphiDlhcycfCL[cdi.lkE«c 
bM*Wi»  BOJ  tbc  Ria  Id  i^r-iErd  (he  i;itir  Ai^-jtiutl  nutli  Atuuii^u  ^Uippinf  kuJ 
Cfift  w  tnig^t  apprfEich  xhr  lown.  On  iht  afilh  of  ^tpittnlivr.  fctffora  Ihn 
iMttvrin  wen  fmichvil  Conimcdorr  flaitflvood)  liy  the  iidvicc  of  4  (otitLCJl  o( 
oftccn,  cHavd  Iwo  frl^^Etv  ihc  D/!av.>ari  lad  Moftt/ifinery,  €«th  of  twcfttj- 
loMi  fsu.  lllc  tktap  t-'ty,  ind  tcvriol  giElfyt  «ni]  gnndalu,  tc  mav«  up  xa 
fUladclpluit,  ami  CSCDtocncc  «  caT^numdc  on  ilic  Euwn,  ahiMilcf  Oic  cpcmy 
in  <rrciin[£  foriiAciLbiik  Tfit  Dtivxiwti  Bnchincd  witliiti  five  liuniTfcJ 
:Cif  ibf:  bin^rj^.  anH  ih^nilvr  i^nnrK  tfinlG  tnrh  irminnhVA  wi*rr  miiMrn 
ihcit  object.  A(  m  o'clock  on  ih?  morning  <if  thp  l-lh  thr  canndnailp  ht^vn, 
tat  OB  tbe  faUlufl  oi  the  UiIe  ttie^Aija'drf  gEoundciJ^  ta  ihi«  dibabltdt:ontUiiciD 
lh>  fHU  fim  diebAtfcFiek  buncQfnpcir#<t  firr  colon  io  he  vtucV,  unci  (he  «u 
tafef«  by  1^  mcny,  A  B^hEHiHr  wu  bLca-ii*  Jrjvcn  vn  lihtjr?,  ^lI  tht  other 
iripCf  ui4  smaJl  cnft  rvtqrntij  tn  ihcii  (qinnct  »laliim  near  ibv  futl.  The 
VMpMott  tharl  ilv  fm*  frntiniMl  wii  nnpr  miihmii*il,  nr^r  4it  (b#r'  inj  Hui^h 
Um  bi  th*  Dniub  CQBUBiiidfr't  d«p*:fh  deicnhini;  ihp  fv«nt,>"C4*<A/fr^ 
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port  and  tlie  fnrts  on  Delaware,  I  conitiiunicat#?d  tlie 
accounts  to  my  general  officers,  who  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  a  favorable  opportunity  offered  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  troops,  which  were  at  and 
near  Germantown,  It  was  accordingly  agreed  that 
it  shoLld  take  place  yesterday  morning,  and  the  fol- 
lowing tlispositions  were  made. 

The  divisions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by 
Conway's  brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  the  way 
of  Chestnut  Hill,  while  General  Armstrong  with  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  should  fall  down  the  Mana- 
tawny  road '  by  Vandccring's  Mill,  and  get  upon  the 
enemy's  left  and  rear.  The  divisions  of  Greene  and 
Stephen,  flanked  by  McDougall's  brigade,  were  to 
enter,  by  taking  a  circuit  by  way  of  the  Lime-kiln 
roadj  at  the  Market-house,  and  to  attack  their  Hght 
wing ;  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jersey,  under 
Generals  Smallwood  and  Forman,  were  to  march  by 
the  old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  their 
right  Lord  Stirling,  with  Nash's  and  Maxwell's 
brigades^  was  to  form  a  corps  de  r€strt'€. 

We  marched  about  seven  o'clock  the  preceding 
evening,  and  General  Sullivan's  advanced  pany, 
drawn  from  Conway's  brigade,  attacked  their  picket 
at  Mount  Airy,  or  Mr  Allen's  liouse,  about  sunrise 
the  next  morning,  which  presently  gave  way;  and  his 
main  bodyn  consisting  of  the  right  wing,  following 
soon,  engaged  the  light  infantry  and  other  troops 
encamped  near  the  picket,  which  they  forced  from 
their  ground.     Leaving  their  baggage,  they  retreated 
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a  coni(i(l«tnil>l«?  distance,  having  prt^viuusty  ihrowi)  'a 
party  into  Mn  Chen's  bouse,  who  were  in  a  situation 
not  to  be  easily  forced,  and  had  it  in  their  power, 
from  the:  windows,  to  give  us  no  small  annoy^ince, 
and  in  a  great  measure  to  obstruct  our  advance. 

The  attack  from  our  left  column,  under  General 
Greene,  began  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after 
that  from  the  right,  and  was  for  some  time  equally 
successful.  But  I  cannot  enter  upon  the  particulars 
of  what  hapjiened  in  that  quarter,  as  I  am  not  yet 
informed  of  them  with  suHicient  certainty  and  pre- 
cision.' The  morning  was  extremely  foggy,  which 
prevented  our  improving  the  advantages  we  gained, 
30  well  as  wc  should  otherwise  have  done.  This  cir- 
cumstance, by  concealing  from  us  the  true  situation 
of  Uie  enemy,  obliged  vis  to  act  with  more  caution 
and  less  expedition  than  we  could  have  wished  ;  and 
gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  the  effects  of 
our  firsl  impre.ssion  ;  and,  what  was  stili  more  u^foI^- 
cuoate.  it  served  to  keep  our  different  parties  in 
ignorance  of  each  other's  movements  and  hinder  their 
acting  in  concert  U  also  occasioned  them  to  mistake 
one  another  for  the  enemy,  which  I  believe  more 
than  any  thing  else  contributed  to  the  misfortune 
that  ensued.  In  the  midst  of  the  mu^E  promising 
appearances,  when  every  thing  gave  the  most  flatter- 
ing hopes  of  victory,  the  troops  began  suddenly  to 
retreat,  and  entirely  left  the  field,  in  spite  of  every 
eflfort  that  could  be  made  to  rally  them* 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  the  day  was  rather 
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unfortunate  than  injurious,  Wc  sustained  no  material 
loss  of  men,  and  brought  off  all  our  artillery,  exc^^pt 
one  piece  which  was  disniounted.  The  enemy  arc 
nothing  the  better  by  the  event ;  and  our  troops,  who 
are  nor  in  rhe  least  dispirited  by  it»  have  gained  what 
all  young  troops  gain  by  being  in  actions.  We 
have  had  however  several  valuable  officers  killed  and 
woundtjd,  particularly  the  latter.  General  Nash  is 
among  the  wounded,  and  his  life  is  despaired  of.  As 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  return  of  our  loss  I 
will  transmit  it  In  justice  to  General  Sullivan  and 
the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army,  whose  conduct  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing,  as  they  acted  im- 
mediately under  my  eye,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  a  degree 
of  gallantry  that  did  them  the  highest  honor  i  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c 

P.  S,  As  1  have  observed,  I  have  not  received  a 
return  of  our  loss ;  but,  from  what  I  have  just  now 
learned  from  General  Greene,  I  fear  it  is  more  con- 
siderable than  I  at  first  apprehended,  in  men.  The 
cannon,  mentioned  above,  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  oFTin  a  wagon. 


IQ    SIR    WILLIAM    HOWE.' 
C  Hui^QuAKYUi,  ftOctobn.  1777- 

I  cannot  forbear  assuring  you,  that  I  am  somewhat 
at  a  loss  to  understand  the  design  of  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant     I  can  hardly  believe  you  to  be  serious  in 

^  Tbfl  letter  f(om  Ccncnl  Howe,  Id  whi«b  thi*  is  Mn  aOFitcr,  wu  io  tbc 
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rtrmonsC rating  against  a  procedure  fully  aitthorized  by 
the  common  pr.icEiceof  armies,  countenanced  by  your 
own  troops  at  Trenton,  and  obviously  calculated  to 
Mnsvrcr  ^  pnrjKJsc  very  difTerent  from  that  of  dis* 
trcfisinf;;  cht;  inhabitants  and  increasing  the  common 
calamities  incident  to  a  state  of  war  If  this  is  a 
cons4^cjiirnc<^  of  it,  tt  is  an  unavoidable  one,  and  had 
no  part  in  producing  the  measure.  I  flatter  myself 
the  public  is  sufficiently  sensible,  thai  it  is  not  my 
vri%h  nor  ^im  :o  distress,  but  to  protect  iht^  inhabi- 
tants, and  know  how  to  interpret  any  thing,  that, 
with  respect  to  individuals,  may  seem  to  deviate  from 
lhi5  end.  Nor  will  they  be  easily  persuaded  to  con- 
sider it  as  any  injustice  or  cruelty  to  them,  that  my 
parties  should  hs.vc  rendered  useless,  for  a  time,  a 
few  milU  ID  the  neighborhood  of  your  army,  which 
were  so  situated  as  to  be  culpable  of  affording  them 
no  inconsiderable  advantages. 

[  am  happy  to  find  you  express  so  much  sensibility 
to  the  sufTerings  of  the  inhabitants,  as  it  ^ives  room 
to  hope,  that  those  wanton  and  unnecessary  depreda- 
tions, which  have  heretofarc,  in  too  many  instances, 

"Vovr  partlo  tuvlng  detiroy^d  «pvunT  millt  In  tbe  idjat'cni  counEry.  vtUfti 

<nhi  1 11  ffom*  ncjud  to  thfjr  «ufTrriocp<.  and  ■  xnvc  ft^  the  duly  I  owe  l«  (h« 
pablk,  to  (onwfi  ytn  at  ihr  caUmitkiri  which  ni«y  f  ii<vt,  an'l  xa  npnrv  rry 
fcfcfcdfTtact  ctf  nch  ■  pnuveding.  At  lti«  seme  liiri«  [  «(n  irclinvd  to  b#bev«, 
dac  tW  oi7t»cc*  dTV«Jy  cammiUcrl  have  not  liecB  ia  conw^ucncc  of  yuui 
aadari.  aiwl  llut  fUt  r%f\y  noflor  vlll  mgijrc  fa'\  lo  put  «n  tfffciutJ  tiep 
ItlfctBw  tfnot,  ]-l>inth4  cbc«(  dinci  Urma  diiiclftim  ftny  ihuc  in  ct«ftt1iig 
IIm  gtoenl  KQiK  of  diitrcH  ftmonf-  the  inhtbitiuU)  wkkh  tucb  dauvclion 
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marked  the  conduct  of  your  army,  will  be  dtscon- 
cinued  for  the  future.  The  insUnccs  I  allude  to 
need  not  be  enumerated  ;  your  own  memory  will  Mig» 
gest  them  to  your  imagination,  from  the  destruction 
of  Charlestown,  in  the  Massachusetts,  down  to  the 
more  recent  burning  of  mills,  barns,  and  houses  at 
the  Head  of  Elk,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill    I  am,  &c/ 


TO    THE    rRESlDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

CAUr,  NftAK  PKKHlDHCKEli'a  MllX.  7  October,  1777. 

Str, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  yoii  on  the 
5th,  I  have  obtained  a  return  of  our  loss  in  the  action 
OD  Saturday,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  much  more 
considerable  than  I  first  apprehended,  though  I  al- 
ways imagined  myself  that  it  was  greater  than  it  was 
generally  supposed  to  be.  The  copy  of  the  return 
enclosed  will  show  the  amount  as  it  now  stands  ;  but 
I  hope  many  of  those  who  are  missing  will  yet  come 
iUi  I  fear  however  there  arc  several  und<:r  that  dc* 
nomination  to  be  added  lo  the  number  of  the  slain,  ^s 
the  action  was  warm  in  every  quarter,  from  the  infor- 
mation of  the  officers  who  commanded  the  difTcrent 
attacks.     What  loss  the  enemy  sustained,  I  am  no: 

'  It  U  inlereetibg  U>  ahMrvc,  ihjit,  in  the  nudhf  of  bolcina  md  Unport&aC 
AffaUBt  vi^d  ihc  fi^rnu  *A  o^d^l  ^Vntiun^  ihetc  *jls  ruinn  for  iJuut1C})r  and  ciiil 
icii  In  iTnill  (hings.  The  follnwirie  noic  wu  yet\\  on  iHr  *aine  day  iht:  ilif 
above  ItllCT  wfti  wnllon,  and  ihojr  probabtj-  vere  both  tcruardcd  with  Ibe  uiAe 

"  Ontnl  Wultineion's  cofnpLlmnnia  (c  General  Howe, — doo  Mmsdi  Uie 
pl«uim  to  i«C«m  to  htm  n  do|;,  wbich  ftecidsaully  f«U  into  hi4  hBbdi,  «a<I,  bf 
the  iuHilptlga  on  (he  cvlW.  ,iL>|>ci4i^  rii  Ijclimi;  Ko  Ocnenl  llrjtte-" 
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able  precisely  to  ascertain  ;  but  from  a  variety  of 
cornrspondiog  accounts  of  persons,  who  left  the  city 
sinct^.  and  tho^c  of  a  deserter,  it  was  very  consider- 
able The  deserter,  who  is  intelligent,  says  General 
Agnew  was  killed.  Sir  William  Ei^kinc  wounded  in 
the  head  and  leg,  and  that  their  general  los-s,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  amounted  to  near  eight  hundred.  Sev- 
eral reputable  persons  from  the  city  corroborate  this, 
particularly  with  respect  to  General  Agncw'?*  dcatli ; 
some  say  upwards  of  two  hundred  wagons  with 
wounded  were  carried  in  after  the  action,  and  before 
ihey  came  out :  and  that  it  was  the  common  belief 
there,  the  enemy  had  been  severely  handled. 

U  is  with  much  chagrin  and  mortihcation  1  add, 
that  every  account  cunfinns  the  opinion  I  first  enter- 
tained, that  our  troops  retreated  at  the  instant  when 
victor>'  was  declaring  herself  in  our  favor.  The 
tumult*  disorder,  and  even  despair,  which,  it  seems, 
had  taken  place  in  the  British  army,  were  scarcely  to 
be  paralleled  ;  and  it  is  said,  so  strongly  did  the  ideas 
of  a  retreat  prevail,  that  Chester  was  fixed  on  as  their 
rendezvous.  I  can  discover  no  other  cause  for  not 
improving  this  happy  opportunity,  than  the  extreme 
haziness  of  the  weather.* 


■  C— tol  Wuhiagoon  vrflle  fvn  Ihe  7th,  to  (;ov«nor  Trvmball  :^"  Htlfa^ 
flbuiDCd  jfeloftpitlivq  af  Ibc  ulbJBlLon  </l  tlic  cucinyt  *c  Jelcrrniiicd  Xo  cndMtvT 
feadottoactUD^  \fj  maj  ol  kLiT^iriitc.     We  icmTilJiit'ly  irinrihcd  ^1]  lu^filn  11(1 

botk  «£  vUtb  <rv  firrv  taccfiffql  Dal  Ihc  morning  ir«i  b<}  f  AcccdinclT 
i^tgy.  l^U  «v  <«ld  aM  w  the  conluilon  the  envmr  wrrc  In.  uid  ihe  ndnn- 
9tgt  9t  kdd  piMttti  ;  and.  Itartng  lo  pmtb  l«>  lir  ihrougli  ■  tiroiig  vUJfege,  we 
nidn^  ftflCT  «■  enfftCMiX*^  ^  ^^^  hoan.  1>rinj[iiic  06  ill  «uf  fftiUcry  tfiUi  at. 
W«  did  Bo(  tiixn*,  till  after  the  vBtit  ha*  otci,  \mw  near  wc  were  t»  ifalalaic  ■ 
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My  intention  ig  to  encamp  the  army  at  some  suita- 
ble place  to  rest  and  refresh  the  men,  and  recover 
them  from  the  still  mnaining  effects  of  that  disorder 
naturally  attendant  on  a  retreat.  We  shall  here  wait 
for  the  reinforcements  coming  on,  and  ahall  then  act 
according  to  circumstancf^s.  General  Varnum,  with 
the  detachment  from  Peekskill  amounting  to  about 
twelve  hundredn  including  officers,  would  be  last 
night  at  Coryell's  Ferry.  About  five  hundred  militia 
from  Virginia,  and  two  hundred  from  Maryland, 
together  with  Colonel  Gibson's  State  regiment  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  arid  twenty-six  effectives,  have 
already  joined  the  army.  Since  the  action,  General 
Forman's  brigade  of  Jersey  militia  has  quitted  us. 
The  men  began  to  be  uneasy  at  their  situation*  and 
desirous  to  return  home  ;  and  as,  by  some  intelligence 
received  from  General  Dickinson,  there  was  reason 
to  imagine  there  might  be  a  call  for  their  services  in 
the  Jerseys,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  gratify  thdr 
desire. 

The  state  of  our  water  defence  on  tlie  Delaware  is 
far  from  being  as  flattering  as  could  be  wished. 
After  some  slight  opposition  from  the  Jersey  militia 
under  General  Newcomb,  a  detachment  of  the  enemy 

cuuipJdc  victorv  ;  1>dl  *t  Imtc  i^incc  kitrni  frum  Ur«c:terk  jiud  vtlicrs,  who  have 
CDmr  (inl,  Ihiil  preparalionE  were  mikjag  lo  rpUrat  \g  LJ:t«[««.  Wbi1«  th* 
Action  tavLfd,  it  wu  prctljr  acvcn.  Our  loss  will  amoODl,  ia  killod  ftati 
wovDdodi  lo  upwili  ol  [lira  buniircJ,"  Tbb^  c^Eimaic  of  (b«  lou  »>* 
loundM  on  loo^e  Riumi^  In  vrlting  lo  hia  bnr^ther,  an  fhe  i^th  nf  Cctab*!, 
CeaenJ  WcLihtnctoii  dcicribcd  the  loss  At  bein|;  about  one  tboaaA/i<l  in<ni  in 
LiDcc),  wi^ndcd,  aad  ini«biiit:.  Gcuiml  Huw«.  In  hib  of&diJ  Jcb;>atdi,  hULled 
(be  Araeriran  Ui»  to  Tif!  briwcEn  Iwumif  [hrrr  hiih4ir#<t  kiLltd,  at>i:iiiE  VI  bun* 
<4rv(l  wanndcd,  4nd  upward*  of  four  handn^   taken,     Thit  i»  ilvvbUcv 
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took  possession  of  Billingsport.  This  perhaps  is  an 
evenl  of  no  material  consequence:  but  it  is  to  be 
lamented,  that  many  of  tlie  officers  and  seamen  on 
board  the  galleys  have  manifested  a  disposition  that 
docs  them  little  honor.  Looking  upon  their  situation 
a&  dtspcratc,  or  probably  from  worse  motives,  they 
have  been  guilty  of  the  most  alarming  desertions. 
Two  whole  crews,  including  the  officers,  have  de* 
atcrteiJ  lo  ihr  enemy.  I  learn  however  by  Captain 
Brewer,  who  is  this  moment  arrived  here  from  the 
6cct,  that  the  accounts  they  have  received  from  the 
city,  of  our  late  attack,  wrre  such  as  to  havfr  produced 
a  favorable  change,  and  to  have  inspired  them  with 
0iorc   conAdcncc.     I  would  here   observe,  that   the 

[charge  of  bad  conduct  was  by  no  means  applicable 
to  the  whole;  far  from  it.  He  further  adds,  that 
four  of  the  enemy's  ships  made  an  attempt  yesterday 
jnoming  to  weigh   the  chcvaux-dc-frise  opposite    to 

i^Billingsport,  but  were  repulsed  by  our  galleys; 
which  has  also  contributed  to  raise  the  spirits  of  the 
;amen.  Our  garrison  on  Fort  Island,  consisting  of 
ittJe  more  than  two  hundred  Continental  Troops 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith.'  appear  determined 
to  maintain  their  post  to  the  last  extremity. 

■  Oa  ScpacnWr  9jA  WuhlngDoD  tppoinTM  Hafoii  d'Amdi  to  the  coafluutd 
p^  Foit  UuhL     '*Ii  ii  uf  Uk  ulva*t  (mportAtxc"  h«  *rotv.  "<[>  pTCvcrit  llic 
Bjr'i  baJ  femiAnd  Seel  (nxii  forminc  n  junctJun,  wUkh  it  ih  utinrnE  tmv- 
<vnBiB  I)H7  viJI  vtrvnpl  Inviting  on  KnrI  Uli*nil  lw]■^w  i'hilad'lphia,  if 
■  to  pBMilli,  and  tbflrvbr  cua  ib«  nnYicMi^n  ol  ttin  DtUirtrf  b^vipij^Hinc  mnd 
Itie  cbcra4U>4le-Jri>t.  which  bavQ  bnn  lunk  for  ihai  i>tiri>mc.     Tbu 
fFort  111— iJt  tf  mrTilimtfi.  will  ^r  ol  ih«  Ijkt   ^i^invtoirnct.   and  vitl 
hXmJKt  iheon  fnm  UbEoa,     -     -     -     Tke  riofcncc  i«  ciireiDcly  lnUr. 
bo  1^  Uniteil  Sulci."     lUnortptnTiitcd  ihc  BvuTi'k  jcccplbif  llicftj*- 
il.  and  1W  «fanipaii(l  drralvnl  upnn  l-imfmanl-t^olonffi  S«motl  KmiCh. 
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w^j^  leave  lo  mention  to  Congrtfss,  that  there  i«  » 
(Treat  deficiency  of  general  officers  in  this  army- 
When  the  detachment  coming  from  Pcckskill  joins 
us,  wc  shall  have  thirteen  brigades.  These  require 
as  many  brigadiers,  and  six  major-generals.  Instead 
of  thc3e,  we  shall  have  only  four  major-generals  and 
eleven  brigadiers ;  and  the  deficiency  will  be  still  in- 
creased by  the  death  of  General  Nash,  which,  from 
every  appearance,  is  momently  to  be  expected.  Gen* 
enenil  Woodford's  ab^^ence,  occasioned  by  bis  wound, 
adds  to  our  embarrassments,  though  it  will  be  but  for 
a  time.  Under  these  circumstances.  Congress  will  be 
sensible  that  the  government  of  the  army  cannot  go 
on  with  chat  energy,  which  is  essential  to  its  well- 
being  and  success.  Neither  officcre  nor  men  will 
transfer  the  respect  and  obedience  chey  pay  to  a  gen- 
eral officer,  to  a  colonel  who  happens  to  be  a|>- 
pointed  to  the  temporary  command  of  a  brigade; 
nor  will  he.  knowing  his  authority  to  be  only  tempo- 
rary, be  as  solicitous  to  enforce  it,  as  one  who  is 
conscious  he  is  to  continue  in  the  station  he  fills. 
Want  of  lei^ire  prevents  my  being  more  panicidar 
at  this  time  ;  but  I  shall  take  the  liberty,  in  a  day  or 
two.  to  point  out  the  troops  that  are  in  want  of  gen- 
eral officers,  with  my  observations  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot  however  omit  this  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending General  McDougall  to  their  notice.  This 
gentleman,  from  the  time  of  his  appuinimeni  as 
brigadier,  from  his  abilities,  military  knowledge,  and 
approved  bravery,  has  every  claim  to  promotion.  If 
I  mistake  not,  he  was  passed  over  in  the  last  appoint- 
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mcnts  o(  major-gcncrats.  and  younger  officers  pre- 
ferred before  him;  but  his  disinterested  attachment 
to  the  service  prevented  his  acting  in  the  manner, 
that  is  customary  ici  IIk*r  circumstances.  This,  T 
ihink,  t^ives  him  ;i  pecular  title  to  esteem,  and  concurs 
with  the  optmon  I  have  of  his  value  as  an  officer  to 
make  mc  wish  it  may  iippcar  advisable  to  Congress 
to  promote  him  to  one  of  the  vacancies.  It  would 
be  vrcU  the  intended  inquiry  into  the  conduct  ot 
General  Sl  Clair  cnuld  lie  brought  lo  a  speedy  Issue  ; 
and,  if  he  is  acquitted  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress, 
that*  as  his  general  character  as  an  officer  is  good,  he 
may  be  again  restored  to  the  service. 

By  3  letter  this  evening  received  from  Colonel 
Hawkes  Hay  of  Havcrstraw,  dated  the  5th,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  fovir  ships  of  var,  a  consid- 
erable number  of  armed  vessels,  eight  transports,  and 
forty  (lat-bottomed  boats,  arrived  that  morning  in  the 
bay  opjiosite  that  place,  and  were  landing  troops  at 
Verplanck's  Point  Their  number  and  design  were 
not  known.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

P.  S.  Enclosed  you  will  find  ^  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Colo.  Miffiin  containing  an  account  of  the  action 
of  the  4th  a^  mentioned  by  the  British  officers  in 
Pliiliidirlphia.  1  would  beg  leave  to  observe  that  1 
think  Miss  Leonard  s  name  should  not  be  mentioned/ 


■  "WcAttD  h«iv«  ft  lufc  n4Bfer«n>CDL  from  tli«  Northvud  u*!  &^ulliwu4 
IB  ■  lUf.  or  liro.  aul  you  rrLoy  tu^irc  Ihe  ofBcrn  of  ibc  Artiijr  ud  Nnvy  lti«t 
I  iImc  tft«II  be  l«:  IB  foriDHiag  uvr  Bluw  aflflrtiiklly  *n<l  Ibvrcby  ^ving  rcElaf 
tip  ifl  o«r  pQitL  1  Ihiak  diiA  nuiy  he  to  nucb  noonei  ctfTccitil  by  Iccepinf  mr 
vfacie  forct  to^vilicr  ■■»!  «nin|E  pcnrerfnlly  wiUi  ibem.  ihit  I  ihill  jmiMo  that 
Coanc  nik«r  than  4fUc&  «  put  to  op«n<ft  tpiiiui  thvir  i1*ta<hm#nEt,  For 
JOB  anoii  be  very  RCiu^Ut  is^\  M  tltif  Mbui  Dody  i«  defoBtti]  ibtir  hdbII  panlet 
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TO  coLonei-  christuphek  grfxne. 

Sir, 

T  hive  din^lM  (ir^ncrml  Varniim  to  send  your  regiment  and 
ihut  uf  Culuiicl  Aagcll  lu  Red  Bank,  by  a  rout  which  ha«  been 
niju-kcd  out  to  him.  The  command  of  that  detachment  will  of 
course  devolve  upon  you,  with  which  yoa  will  proceed  vith  aU 
cspediJion,  and  Ihrfiw  yourself  into  that  place.  When  you  arrive 
there,  you  will  i&iin<.-diatdr  ccinmuiLlc^ile  your  irrtvaJ  to  Col ; 
Smith,  commander  of  the  Uarriaon  at  Fort  Mifllm,  lutd  Commo- 
dore Hflxclwood,  commander  of  the  Heet  in  the  river.'  Vou  xtt 
to roftpewrr  wirh  them  in  every  mcjisit re  nrrcusarj  for  tlic«!rfcm:e 
of  the  obfttruc-tioiiA  in  the  river,  And  to  counteract  every  attempt 
the  enemy  may  make  for  their  removal.  Vou  will  6nd  a  very 
good  fortiflcation  ai  K«d  Bank;  but  If  &ny  thing  should  be 
requisite  to  render  it  strc^niier,  or  proportion  it  (o  the  si«e  of  your 
giimioni  you  will  hnvc  it  done,  The  cannon  you  wiU  MAJid  in 
need  off  Oft  much  as  can  be  spared,  will  be  furatahed  from  the 
Galleys  and  Fori  Mifflin,  from  whence  also  you  •'ill  derive 
aUppUe^  of  military  stores.     *     •     • 

[  hat^c  sent  Capuin  Duplessia,'  with  some  officers  and  men,  to 
take  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Artillery,  for  your  gsrri»oa. 
He  it  aUo  to  supehrtend  any  works  that  may  be  witnted.  If  there 
should  be  any  deficiency  of  men  for  tht  -iriillery,  the  security  of 
the  garriion  will  require  you  to  desist  him  with  a  fc^r  additionaU 
from  your  detachment.  Vou  ehould  lose  tiot  a  moment's  time  itt 
getting  lo  the  place  of  your  declination,  and  making  every  proper 
piepiraiion  for  its  defence.     Any  delay  mighl  give  the  enemy  an 

mut  Fall  of  counc.  I  be^  you  will  commiiniCBlc  this  letter  to  lllc  Ccntlcmca 
of  tliv  Navy  ldi]  Ici  lliem  tee  how  mucli  cki>ei]de  itpLiLi  tlicir  bnve  opporilluo 
tn  r^T  lavi  mnmrnL" — Wa^ktufitita  itx  f-tfittfttaut-CnifHri  \mitk.  7  October, 

1777. 

'  Coinitiotlure  lluclwood  AtteO  tintter  a  comuilvJon  from  rerintrlvantt.  «ad 
ori|2inal]y  Cf^inrnniiilcit  onl>  Ibc  ■nrjMl  *f*»i"k  lie|i»r»giiiB  Uy  ihM  Suie.  Bu»  (be 
Conliii<aul  >Jiippia£  in  Lhc  Dclnwjtrc  aviuf  now  Likcuntc  puL  under  hit  «B- 
UlAnd*  Tbi»  lhumO  ivntr  iin«DKinc»  on  ths  put  of  th«  Ct^nlinoniial  narr 
othfen.  •t\t\  nrr«tirtnil  vrant  of  hirmnny. 

'  A  youn^  French  o\^*xt  tri  ^0*1  merit,  tppouiiutl  by  Con^cia  a  CApuia  of 
jirliltery  Ju  ibr  Amcdcuii  isFiricc 
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opportuaity  of  ^riling  there  befoifc  yon,  which  co^ld  nut  fjul  be^ 
ins  of  Ibe  ^'^^'^  ^'^^  ccuiAcquciicc,  If  in  ihc  pio^rcfta  of  four 
mAFch,  you  UkouL<l  fall  tc  witK  any  dftachincnt  of  the  «n<3ny, 
twtuling  IowkH^  Ihc  Kimv  obj«c1,  and  likely  to  fgjtxti  it  brforc  you, 
ani  fmm  intclliRcniT  should  havf  rrason  fn  rhink  yntirsdf  cijujil 
Uk  the  task,  yoG  mil  by  all  mcann  attack  them,  and  cndcJiv^r  by 
that  mctta  to  disappoint  their  dnigD-  I  have  wntleti  to  General 
Newcomb.  of  the  Jeney  miliiia,  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  hU 
pciwer.  for  which  yoj  will  accordingly  apply  when  necre^tary. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir.  you  vrill  be  plejL^cd  to  remember,  that  the 
pott  with  which  you  arc  now  intrusted  i^  of  the  titmoat  importance 
to  America,  And  denuuidi  every  cscenion  you  are  capable  of  for 
its  netiirity  and  ilefetice.  The  wliole  derentL*  uf  the  Delaware 
tbaolutciy  depends  upon  \u  And  consequently  all  the  cnemyS 
hope*  of  keeping  Philadelphia,  and  finally  auoceeding  in  the 
object  of  the  prcKert  carnpai^.  Influenced  by  thete  con^iderA' 
tinOK,  I  daubt  not  your  regard  to  ihc  service,  and  yuur  own 
reputation,  will  prompt  you  to  every  ]Jos»iblc  effort  to  accomplish 
the  UDportaat  end  o1  ycur  truiE,  and  Irufttrato  the  intentions  o1  the 
•fMmj,     C«T«a  *t  Htad-Quariets,  this  7II1  day  of  October,  1  ^yy/ 


TO   GOVERNOR  LIVINGSTON. 
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HKAihQirARrtsv  AOcrnhcrr,  1737, 


I  j-eslerday  receive<l  certain  iniellicencc,  that  the 
enemy  had  proceeded  up  Hudson's  River  from  New 
York,  and  landed  a  body  of  men  at  Vcrplanck  s  Pointy 
a  few  miles  below  Peck&kiJl  This  movement  fully  ex- 
plains those  appearances,  which  lately  induced  Gen- 
eral Dickinson  to  apprehend  a  second  incursion  into 

*  "Th«  dcvKian  al  (h*  »mf  fr«q«4ntly  not  aHnitring  0I  the  fCgukr  pv- 
(MHasM  of  dMK  Hnut  w\  S«a<li>«,  ih«  fhdpU^uA  u[  the  tmr  ■«  foilbA-lth 
10  BcM  mtthc*  Md  «([r«e  OD  innc  meihcd  ol  perf  arvklif  1l  tl  aiber  dna, 
■klA  netted  thvy  will  make  iriuiWD  lo  tha  CoramtiicJ«r-in-<bic4,~-*C>r/4rv^ 
aa^K  7  Odobw.  I7TT- 
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ihtr  Jtrrseys  ;  and  givt^s  reason  to  believe,  that,  in- 
stead of  that,  the  eiiemy  meditate  a  serious  blow 
against  our  posts  in  the  Highlands*  This  circum- 
stance is  somewhat  alarming,  as  the  situation  of  our 
afTairs  this  way  has  obliged  us  co  draw  off  so  large  a 
part  of  our  force  from  Pcckskill,  thiit  what  now 
remains  there  may  perhaps  prove  inadequate  to  the 
defence  of  it.  Should  any  disaster  happen,  it  is  ea£y 
to  foresee  the  most  unhappy  consequences.  The 
loss  of  the  Highland  passes  would  be  likely  to  iiv 
volve  the  reduction  of  the  forts.  This  would  open 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  enable  the  enemy 
with  facility  to  throw  their  force  into  Albany,  get 
into  the  rear  of  General  Gates,  and  either  oblige  him 
to  retreat,  or  put  him  between  two  fires.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  present  attempt  upon  PceksklU  may,  id 
its  consequences,  entirely  change  the  face  of  our 
northern  affairs,  and  throw  them  into  a  very  dis- 
agreeable and  unfavorable  train, 

1  am  confident,  that  no  arguments  need  be  used  to 
dispose  you  to  contribute  every  effort  in  your  power, 
to  obviate  an  evil  of  so  great  magnitude  ;  and  as  I  do 
not  conceive,  there  can  be  now  any  danger  of  your 
militia  being  wanted  at  home,  (or  the  Internal  se- 
curity of  your  State.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  readily 
consent  to  my  request,  that  as  large  a  part  of  them, 
as  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  go.  may  immediately 
march  with  all  expedition  to  the  aid  of  General  PiU- 
nam.  At  this  distance,  unacquainted  with  what  may 
have  taken  place,  I  cannot  give  any  particular  direc- 
tions  to   regulate   their   march  ;    they  must   govern 
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themselves  by  cirai instances,  and  act  according  to 
the  intelligence  and  orders  ihcy  may  receive  from 
General  Putnam. 

In  order  to  this,  if  you  should  think  it  proper 
to  send  a  body  agreeable  to  my  request^  it  would  be 
advl&eable  that  the  officer  under  whose  command  they 
go,  should  without  delay  advise  General  Putnam  of 
his  intended  approach  and  desire  his  instructions 
how  tu  pruceeJ.  In  the  mean  timcf  this  rout  must 
be  directed  towards  the  Clove  and  thence  towards 
tbc  New  Windsor, 

I  shall  be  happy  if  your  views  and  mine  concur  in 
this  matter,  and  that  you  may  be  able  10  afford  any 
material  succor  to  a  po<(t  the  fate  of  which  is  of 
such  trvs«^ntial  importance  to  the  prosperily  of  our 
northern  concerns,  as  in  a  great  measure  to  threaten 
their  ruin  if  it  should  be  lost,  and  the  disiappotntmcnt 
of  all  those  flattering  prospccLs  which  our  late  suc- 
cesses in  that  quarter  have  ofTorded  us* 


TO    BRIGADIEK-GBNERAL    POTTEIL' 
—        ^  9  October,  f7TT- 

Dr.  Sir. 

A  Per^ion  of  the  name  of  Patterson  (an  Inliabitant 
of  Wilmin^on)  can  give  you  a  particular  accL  of 
the  Situation,  atrcngth.  &c.  of  the  Enemy  at  that 
place ;  from  whence  you  may  judge  of  the  practica* 

'GmcuI  r(i«l«r  vitf  ofdtnd  kcroto  lbK  5t«hi])ilkni.  with  xifw^  n\^^\\ttt% 
^■yi*r,  to  utl«mDpl  Lb«  vawn}-'!  iatcrcovn*  bcttrwi  rhiloHvlpliiA  nnil  O'iIbi, 
iWfac  off  tba  conirop.  and  laivKCpliaE  lti«  d«>p*lGbv*  pahldi^  ^(vvc* n  (he 
■Mf  •ndiMr^pplng;  Mid  "taa  word,  to  give  ibui  all  ihe  Anno^kiin  aad 
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bility  of  aitt^mptirg  sometliing  by  way  of  surprize  (if 
your  numbers  are  adequate)  upon  the  Garrison — 
After  having  made  every  necessary  enquiry  proper 
for  an  enlerprize  of  this  kind  let  me  know  the  result 
by  an  officer  and  whether  the  undertaking  is  leasable 
with,  or  without  a  lUtle  aid  from  hence. 

Your  enquiries  into  these  matters  should  be  made 
with  much  circumspection,  to  avoid  giving  alarm. — 
and  your  inana:uvers  should  be  towards  the  Enemy 
and  retrograde  occasionally  to  lull  them  into  security, 
unless  your  own  sirength  is  sufficient  to  effect  the 
work,  in  that  case  the  rapidity  of  the  attempt  may 
perhaps  contribute  to  the  success  of  it — 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  nothing  herein,  is 
positive,  but  altogether  discretionary;  to  be  under- 
taken or  notj  as  circumstances  and  Infonnation  shall 
warrant. —  If  a  successful  blow  could  be  aim'd  at 
Wilmington,  very  happy  consequences  would  result 
from  it»  besides  possessing  ourselves  of  the  wounded 
that  row  are  there  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging 
any  for  such  Prisoners  of  ours  as  are  in  the  Enemy's 
hands— but  in  the  midst  of  this  it  is  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten, that  one  great  object  of  your  expedition  is  10 
deprive  the  Enemy  of  supplies  from  Chester  County 
and  to  Interrupt  their  Convoys  from  Chester  Town 
Wilmington^  &c  whilst  our  defence  upon  the  River, 
obliges  them  to  have  recourse  to  a  transportation  of 
necessaries  by  Land  from  their  shipping. — Watch 
the  Communication  between  Phild.  and  the  Enem/s 
shipping  well,  and  let  me  hear,  from  you  frequently. 
especially  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  Expedition. 
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— Patterson  can  point  out  others  to  you  (Inhabitants 
of  Wilmington)  who  he  tliirks  would  give  every  aid 
in  iheir  power;  but  then  danger  may  attend  the 
Comn.  of  the  scheme  to  too  many. — If  an  Idea  was 
thrown  out  that  the  corp  you  commanded  consistr,d 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  Militia  rettiming.  it  might  pos* 
sibly  remove  suspicion  of  the  real  design  (if  it  should 
be  found  practic^ible  Co  make  an  attempt  upon  the 
Enemy  at  Wilmington)  with  your  Troops, 

I  have,  &c.' 


TO   Lieu  TENANT-COLON  EL   SAMUEL   SMtTlL 

SKirr4(3(  CAnr.  11  OcKAwr,  \yn^ 

Sir, 

i  rcc'd  yours  of  the  9th.  informing  mc  of  the  occ4* 
s!on  of  the  late  firing.  I  imagine  the  enemy  still 
persist  in  their  attempt*  as  the  firing  has  continued 
by  inicrvak  ever  since-'  As  the  rear  of  the  fort  is 
only  deffndtrd  by  a  picket  work.  I  tfiink  yoti  ought 
to  lose  no  time  in  throwing  up  a  Bank  against  the 

*  "  PrMMtiwa  In  oooxi^iieatc  of  the  Ule  dcath>  inJ  mdcnntioni  vill  now 
ttlc  pluc  n  %  rrvkM  10  the  mrrll  <ir  ilcvrv1ri|r  cirBrcnH  .  ^  ■  Offlctn 
vhs  ■>*  Dnder  fb«  impuiiilkm  of  ^f^nardttr,  nr  i*hMv  ch>nc1«n  In  otlwr 
rapaco  m%  imf-rmchiihU.  m  to  be  nctr  J  ;  at  tbr  GcucnJ  \^  dclcmtinol  Id  dis- 
Cflvhuta  bclvvrn  [^c  ^txA  and  bdd.  ThJi  ordrt  li  (o  be  »nflD«1  to  promrv 
ttMu  Tfto  iw*  afpoiAlmNU  will  uke  place  ftl  itjti  ttinc  oniOij  10  Ihs  wvak 
>HAe  «l  dw  rtcfmcco/' — Ordtrty  Book,  \o  October,  \TtV 

'  Tte  enctt)  emlol  ■  biilnj,  on  ihe^ih  mX  Sriiltuibtr.  it  Ehr  mouth  r,\  rhr 
^fcayftin.  to  ««ci]iv  ibe  pottig*  at  W«hh\  Ytrr^.  CommcKlnrT  llvf1vo<>il 
MMI  »VT«rBj  GaJIcp  to  itl^k  ihr  baKerr  v^^icH  rh  tilonRd  in  4  ihort  timo, 
la  Ibc  bk|>bi  of  (he  io(h  Ifar  canny  crcmcfl  Wcbb'i  Pert?  and  creeled  1 
fvdaaki  oppcHil*  itw  fart,  vtthtn  tvo  mukft^hoU  lA  Lhe  bjofkhoute,  Ai 
•oo«  w  Ae  r«doBbl  »»■  diinv<tt4  in  lh«  mominE,  ehc  Comniodon  4c9p4tcbcd 
ihrcc  cftUcyt  vul  a  flualni|{  Ustlrrj  to  atUdi  it ;  *hlc1]  hh  hu  i^1  ukuIcJh 
Ibal  <■>«  bimtMiftil,  mr  ttiugn.  ind  bf1y<4ii  privmln  w«r*  cocnpvl)^  Fo  oir. 
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picket,  wliicli  wooUl  strengihen  it  and  make  it  defen- 
sible against  shot.  If  some  blinds  were  thrown  up, 
within  the  area  of  the  fort,  they  wou'd  be  a  security 
ajratnst  shells,  of  which  I  chink  you  are  in  more  dan- 
ger than  from  shot.  You  seem  apprehensive,  if  the 
enemy  possess  province  Island,  that  your  men  must 
quit  their  barracks.  In  that  case  you  should  think 
of  finding  out  some  more  secure  place  of  sheltering 
them.  I  cannot  at  present  think  of  any  place  better 
than  between  the  east  face  of  the  Stone  Fort  and  the 
lower  batter)* ;  they  will  at  least  bt:  safe  there  until 
an  attack  begins  from  the  water.  I  desired  Captain 
Brewer,  who  went  from  hence  yesterday,  to  caution 
the  Commodore  against  an  unnecessary  expenditure 
of  ammunition,  and  beg  that  you  will  also  be  careful  tn 
that  point;  for  should  the  enemy  cut  off  your  inter- 
course with  us.  you  will  find  the  want  of  it.  I  am,  &c 
l\  S.  Should  the  Enemy  get  Possession  of  the 
(^round  near  the  Pest  House,  what  effect  wou'd  their 
fire  have  upon  Shipping?     If  this  ground  would  be 

rcndfi  tlicio»d*«  piiiaoon  of  ww.— //ai^/uitW*  MS.  iMIrr,  Otlolicr  iilh. 
Befcire  Icavin^f  ttiit,  ^'dsliinelua  propHCil  la  l*y  iTir  (UunLry  under  iVATflr  bj 

Ill  ijjc:ikin£  of  [he  prntubJIilj'  tlisL  tlic  eucmy  wwild  bring  thcdrcumcn  Id 
Ivjir  (ipon  ihr  fori  fnim  iht  fit>[>iuit(>  ihorr,  CDlani^l  Smith  wrE>Ie  :  "  I  vhaU  tc 
tW  cac«  b«  obliged  (o  over  m^mvn  ;  Bii^i  sbouJd  Ihey  kt«p  up  t\tit  ^rc  in  [fa< 
ni^lit,  LI  y\l\  coftipci  us  lo  %\ct:\i  \a  ihc  i^iica  u'a.  wliiib  «tlU  kt^uu  doiivx  mj 
unwll  r>irTy.  I  have  AlrfBiiy  ^rot  awiy  sii  mtn  anfl  one  dthcer  hick-  hni^et 
tkie,  wc  luvD  Hveii  uiorc  in  guhion  unfit  fur  tltily;  ha*cverp  if  th«f  kivp 
ibcit  men  id  llic  nuuihcn  twu  ut  llirrc  <hiyt,  ihrr  mul  iu  thlti  wcUlici  bocotoe 
i?c|iiiin)r  Hii-'llyr  Ffnin  ihr  niimbrT  (tf  rhr  cfupiny  vc  uw  on  the  iliore,  t  an  of 
th*  npiaiQn  Cbdl  thvy  havs  at  |«4t  tc^ea  IiuikItcJ  ui  Eifl>  nicp,  pcrlukpa  « 
lh4u»mi  I  have  now  two  biiaJrvU  ciletlitt  mcti  in  ^Kiiiaujit  TIk  oubiIj*! 
of  wouiLii^'i  \a  tAsi  :^jiiuilU^'k  engo^rcmcal  [at  G^rTimqiovriil.  hy  everj  unfdbi 
wc  0an^  trom  Ibe  dty.  »Geoil&  twelve  huadrDd."— ^S,  ZWJWr,  Octobof  ^Ch. 
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advantageous  to  us^  do  you  think  part  of  your  garrU 
son,  part  of  that  intended  for  Red  Bank,  and  some 
militia  from  Jersey  could  posHc^s  and  defend  it  P  It 
is  my  wish  that  Colo.  Greene  and  you,  in  concert 
with  the  gentln.  of  ihe  navy,  would  turn  your  attcn* 
tioA  to  every  place,  which  wtll  contribute  to  the  de- 
(eoce  of  the  water  obstructions,  and,  if  it  is  in  my 
power  to  afford  assistance^  I  will  do  it.     *     **     • 


TX>  COVBRHOR   GEORGE  CLINTON, 

HtATJ^QuAtTsKA,  I?  October,  4777, 

Dear  Sir, 

i  was  this  day  honored  with  yours  of  the  9th,  con- 
taining a  full  account  of  the  storm  of  Forts  Mont- 
jromcry  and  Clinton.  General  Putnam  had  given 
me  information  of  the  loss  two  days  before,  but  not 
in  so  full  and  ample  a  manner.  It  ifv  to  be  regretted 
that  so  brave  a  redstance  did  not  meet  with  a  suita* 
ble  reward  You  have  however  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  tiiat  every  thing  was  done,  ihat  could 
possibly  be  done  by  a  handful  against  a  far  superior 
force.  This  I  am  convinced  was  the  case.  This 
afiair  might  have  been  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, had  not  there  been  a  most  providential 
intervention  in  favor  of  General  Gates's  arms  on  the 
7th  instant:  but  [  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  Sir 
Henr>'  Clinton  will  not  advance  much  farther  up  the 
river,  upon  hearing  of  Biirgoyne's  defeat  and  retreat. 
Nothing  but  alMolute  n<xessity  could  have  induced 
me  to  withdraw  any  further  part  of  the  troops  allotted 
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for  the  defence  of  the  posts  up  the  North  River  ;  but 
such  was  the  reduced  state  of  our  Continental  regi* 
ments,  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and  such  the 
sliJwih  and  difficulty  of  procuring  reinforc<:^nn*nls  of 
militia  from  the  southward,  that  without  the  troops 
from  Pcckskili  we  should  scarcely  have  been  able  to 
keep  the  field  against  General  Howe.  I  had  the  greatest 
hopes,  that  General  Putnam  would  draw  ir  as  many 
Connecticut  militia,  as  would  replace  the  Continental 
troops,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  hft  did  all  in  hin 
power  CO  obtain  chem  in  time.  I  am  sorry  that  you 
were  under  the  necessity  of  destroying  the  frigates. 
The  only  consolation  is,  that  If  we  had  not  done  it 
ourselves^  the  enemy  would  either  have  done  it  for  , 
U9.  or  have  carried  them  down  for  their  own  use,         ^f 


Since  the  battle  of  Germanlown,  upon  the  4th  in- 
stant, the  Two  armies  have  remained  in  a  manner 
quiet  The  enemy  have  made  several  attempts  to 
remove  the  obstructions  in  the  Delaware,  hut  hitherto 
without  effect  They  are  now  making  preparations 
to  raise  batteries  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Mifflin,  which 
command;^  the  uppermost  chevaux-de-frise.  If  we  can 
maintain  that  post  and  one  opposite  upon  the  Jersey 
shore,  I  am  in  hopes  our  ships,  galleys,  and  floating 
batteries  will  be  able  to  keep  their  stations  and  repel 
any  force,  that  can  be  brought  by  water  directly  in 
front  1  most  earnestly  expect  further  news  from 
the  northward,  which  1  hope  will  bring  ui  accounts  nf 
the  total  ruin  of  Bur^oyne's  army. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  one  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
objects  will  be  to  de^^troy  the  boatii  and  small  craft  in 
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th*^  North  Rtver  Slionlil  ihis  be  the  case,  and  he 
succeed.  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  set  a 
number  of  workmen  to  buil<ling  flat-bottomed  boats 
at  some  secure  places  within  tliree  or  four  miles  of 
the  water,  from  which  they  may  be  easily  hauled. 
They  arc  30  exceedingly  useful,  and  so  frequently 
vrnnred,  that  1  think  the  businessi  c;tnnot,  in  such 
case,  be  too  soon  begun  or  carried  on  with  too  much 
expedition*  I  have  written  to  General  Tutnam  upon 
the  same  subject.     I  am.  dear  Sir.  &c. 

P.  S.  By  sundr>'  concurring  accounts  of  persons 
out  of  Philadelphia  and  from  Deserters,  the  Enemy's 
loss  in  the  action  of  the  4lh  wa^  ver)'  considerable. 
The  lowest  say  it  was  1500  killed  and  wounded, 
others  2000,  and  some  as  high  as  3500.  Perhaps 
the  two  last  are  exaggerated,  but  there  are  many 
reasons  to  believe  that  the  first  cannot  much  exceed 
the  mark.  For  they  were  compleatly  surprized  and 
drove  in  great  disorder  for  a  long  time  and  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  at  every  point  of  attack.  Had  it 
not  been  (or  the  extreme  (nj^giness  of  the  day  which 
prevented  our  several  Columns  discovering  each 
others  movements  and  from  improving  the  advan- 
tages which  they  separatdy  gained,  in  all  probability 
the  day  would  have  been  a  most  fortunate  one — But 
owing  to  that  circumstance  they  got  confused  and 
retreated  at  a  moment  when  there  was  every  appear- 
ance of  victory  in  our  favor.  The  Enemy  lost  some 
valuable  officers,  among  the  slain  Genl.  Agncw  and 
it  is  said  another  Gcnl  officer  was  dangerously 
wounded.     We  arc  not  without  [  |  on  onr 
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part  Brigadr.  Nash  was  wounded  by  a  Cannon  Ball 
and  is  since  dead.  We  had  also  several  other  officers 
of  inferior  rank  wounded  and  some  killed — This 
crude  undigested  accouni  I  dont  mean  for  publica- 
tion.    1  hope  all  will  yet  end  well. 


Sir. 


TO  TKE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

lItAl»oQyAllTBX9»  At  rBTEft  Wum'tp 
\t  Octfibo-,  1777- 


[  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  ihe 
taih  &  13th  inst.  with  their  several  Enclosures. 

In  respect  to  the  resolution,  directing  a  Hag  to  be 
sent  to  General  Howe,  I  am  inclinf^d  to  think,  that  the 
Information  upon  which  it  was  framed  was  without 
foundation.  The  letters,  which  have  come  from  our 
officers,  who  have  been  lately  taken,  generally  mention 
that  their  treatment  has  been  tolerably  good ;  and 
such  privates  as  have  escaped  have  said  nothing,  in 
the  course  of  their  examiiiittion,  of  their  having  been 
compelled  to  work.  For  these  reasons  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  decline  sending  the  lia^.'  At  thc:iamc 
lime  Congress  may  be  assured,  if  our  prisoners  suffer 
any  wrongs,  1  shall  take  every  means  in  my  power  to 
have  them  redressed  as  soon  as  I  am  apprized  of  them. 

It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  I  congratulate 
Congress  on  the  success  of  our  arms  at  the  nortli- 

■  Iaf«nnari;>n  htd  it  dlffcrcnc  limu  been  «ohTef«d   \a  ConRreH,  l1»il  the 

prrsnnen  in  Phtlfldclphia  wctc  compcUed  La  libor.  «nd  vttv  emfdoyifid  lA 
[hrouin^  up  workh  in  (he  iieighbofhood  ol  the  crt^,  CongrtH  tltOlgjllt  it 
incLimbcnl  an  ihctn  la  incguirc  \v,\o  tttc  truth  of  Ehc  rcpurl,  Jind  directed  ttiBt  a 
Hog  (hnalil  be  LmDi«tiaielt  drspaEchtd  lu  Ganenl  Howe  fur  thai  parpoM,^ 
PrtTidtHt  Iiane94M I  Uiltr.  October  lathn 
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wani  in  tlie  action  of  the  7th,  an  event  of  the  most 
interesting  importance  at  this  critical  juncture*  From 
the  happy  train  in  which  things  then  were,  I  hope  we 
shall  soon  hear  of  the  most  decisive  advantages.'  We 
moved  this  morning  from  the  encampment  at  which 
wc  had  been  for  six  or  seven  days  p^st,  and  are  just 
arrived  at  the  grounds  we  occupied  before  the  action 
of  the  4th.  One  motive  for  coming  here  is  to  divert 
the  enemy's  attention  and  force  from  the  forts. 
These  they  seem  to  consider  as  capita!  objects,  and, 
from  their  operations,  mean  to  reduce  if  possible. 
At  present  their  designs  are  directed  against  Fort 
Mifflin  and  the  chevaux-tle-frise  I  have  therefore 
detached  a  further  reinforcement  to  the  garrison, 

I  yesterday,  through  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Ferguson 
of  Graham  Park,  received  a  letter  of  a  very  curious 
and  extraordinary  nature  from  Mr  Duch^,  which  1 
have  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  Congress.     To 

*"TbeGeQ(nl  coiti^jniilaict  the  imnps  upon  ifii;  cignal  TicEory.  Vhethinl 
ci^Ul  sadvULtii^.  vhic^  uoder  ^iivintf  rnmdefict.  ac  have  gsincd  in  ihht 
gUitcr;  ud  bopff  it  will  pr>v(  a  pcrwfrful  flimalui  lu  ihc  tmxy  uuilei  lii* 
liiBMll>t«  comriJknr];  %\  ImsI  li>  fy|i]Al  ThrLr  tiortb«rn  bnrThpm  in  trnv«  ind 
lUr«fM  Mrniom  vhtn  cttltd  ih<nti>.  Th«  GencF^I  wiihvt  Ihcin  1o  conddtfr 
tWl  thf>  b  the  Grud  AaveriiAu  Atujt;  And  titit  at  c^jucir  ti^utl  thla)^  al 
RpertAl  imvt  It,  'T  i»  the  trmy  fit  whrinr  miprrinr  pmw^w  tomt  h*Te 
boutvd.  Willi  thuTitf  lUtTt  And  ditlicnnr  will  it(>nd  ui,  if  vrt  tulT«r  cuncJvei 
b  twcy  inttucr  tab*  «il-donc?  Wc  biic  a  fojcv  sum^iccLl,  Ly  ibc  Uvvt  L>f 
ttcsvea  to  cmti  our  Ux.  tad  noihinG  ^  vAudne  hat  4  ^pMrRrl»  jirrvvrhpf; 
t^vnlon  ft  ilp  la  ■hkb,  bttlda  th«  motiv^t  befoic  mcntiunbi,  <3uty  and  tht 
lost  of  ooc  cooflti^  iimbcibly  impel  ux  The  ciTctt  nf  auvIj  powcirul  mutJici. 
BO  nun,  vhd  pQMCtin  ihe  tpirit  uf  a  *oMi<r  rin  ivithitanrl.  4nd  tpurrrd  an  by 
lb«n.  th*  G«a«nl  Mxam  KiraMlf,  ifidt  on  tho  ntvi  nccuion  bkt  lro«pa  will  bv 
akuplflUtr  HCC«Btfii1.'''tVy<'/jy  iWi,  15  Octcbcr,  C77T.  *'  Tlie  (ieiicrmJ  liu 
hli  bapplotu  coDplcint  rtlailTe  to  ihe  iu?rea«i  of  our  northern  ntmy  .  . 
Lttrnry  U€*  brtghUn,  ^tid  nevy  hv«rt  «>pAEVl  wilh  gnttFul  joy  ind  pniu  to 
Uic  SapreniG  Dtif  q>b  cf  kU  cTcnU,  whn  hti  Ennud  m  IMb  iit^nil  suwcu."— ^ 
Ordrrfy  B^i^  iSOctolivr.  1777, 
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this  ridSculGus.  Illibe^ral  perfarmance,  I  made  a  short 
reply,  by  desiring  the  bearer  of  it,  if  she  should  here- 
after by  any  accident  meet  with  Mn  Duch^,  to  tell 
him  I  should  have  returned  it  unopened,  if  1  had  had 
any  idea  of  the  contents ;  observing  at  the  same 
time,  that  1  highly  disapproved  the  intercourse  she 
seemed  to  have  been  carrying  on,  and  expected  it 
would  be  discontinued.  Notwithstanding  the  author's 
assertion,  1  cannot  but  suspect  that  the  measure  did 
not  originate  with  hun  ;  and  that  be  was  induced  to 
it  by  the  hope  of  establishing  his  interest  and  peace 
more  effectually  with  the  enemy/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

'  ThiBlcLIer  *'  conlatneil  in  subalanije,  uiabjurBlLuiiof  mUTiufunncT  i^pinioiw, 
buT  »ver«  itkI  i!111iffrI  snimadvenLons  an  Cnngrp)-i,  amt  Ihr  Imdm  in  The 
C&u»  ai  frrfdoia,  cencurinf  oLiLtf  iheir  [ni>tiv«  mj  conduct,  Wcshingfcn,  b« 
uk).  W19  Iht'  only  i^  isua  who  haJ  power  lu  ^(op  (hr  cuircnl.  which  wis  fitl 
hurrying  Vae  tmWiXwj  10  in?^lahJ«  rnrn  :  nod  on  him  her  ciIImI.  In  Ihc  \oktt  Ol 
OEttftAty  and  tdmusl  ol  admonition,  (9  '  reprj^cni  to  Coajfrsefi  :h«  indbpeub' 
bft  nocckfily  of  refdmliu^  llic  lm>Iir  unJ  ill^Jriicd  DctUr^lion  ot  luclcpcii- 
fl^neif  ■  '^^Sfarks  W^liingTon  tna^y  Knckurd  iht  \t\Krx  in  ConjrfWi, 
where  niany  coj^iei  were  ULei)»  "  1  neva  IntemJed  Co  mmke  lh«  letl#r  fnorv 
pubtEi;  ihftQ  by  Ujing  il  before  CciigTc«%  I  ihou^ht  iKia  h  dtil>,  whtth  1 
OVred  ra  my»]f ;  for.  Find  any  ticrid?nE  hii|)prn^  lo  ihc  army  eninHt^d  id  my 
eattOUQd.  Bad  it  had  rv«r  nTlera'ardk  flj>p«A»d  (tfil  kitdi  a  leVlptf  k]t<l  brVA 
wiUtcu  Lo  JLhd  iccclvcd  bj  mc.  mighl  il  nal  liaifc  been  hAid,  that  1  hod  bcltAftd 
my  cominy?  tnd  wrmUl  nof  *iin^h  t  coircBpniidcnrr^  If  kffpl  jl  irvrol.  htvr 
^vvik  (£i»d  giDundK  foi  the  tuEpicinn  ?  "— W^jjAiKj^/flw  iiV  FraH/it  ///-/iwuim^ 
31  Novcmbci,  I777i  More  Tjitn  fite  y«An  Utci  Duch^,  in  iceWin^  (0  pAvc  a 
vay  foi  hJi  icium  to  Amciica.  gw.tt  ui  npUnJiTiDTi  c1  his  conduct:— 

"  WilJ  youf  iincellency  condeKcnd  to  act^cpt  of  a  few  Unci  ttom  one,  »hO 
cvGi  wji>  Olid  wiJiho  Mill  to  be  y«iLr  sincctc  Iiicnd,  who  acfa  r/ttoiA'Awif^ 
EVBj^bl.  to  i;tr4r  yrni  a  niumcnrK  {atn,  wbii  enLcriAin^  for  y»u  ihc  blghnki  pcnonal 
r«pecl,  and  wanUl  ht  happy  ia  he  ^it^tired  iindtr  ytmt  awn  hand,  thai  he  don. 
not  Iflbnr  under  joui  difplCABurc,  bnl  that  yoii  (rfi-ly  foigiv«  whai  a  vcok 
judgnicni,  bni  a  -Ktry  iAkHoiiiiec  heart,  once  praumH  loadvlsc?  Muiy 
cir^unMidficti,  at  pr»eDt  onknoim  to  yov,  coupircd  Uj  uiiVe  nat  deem  it  my 
duty  Iv  write  tv  you.  Ignumncc  «nil  kiuiplkLiy  kdvr  iiul  tlic  oecavlj  vf  fOu: 
(Iivul|fin4;  (be  Idler.  I  un  cu^ivlnccd.  buwcvci.  thiL  yuu  cuuld  iu>i.  in  yuur 
pbbhc  pndtKuip  do  olhenriBe-     I  eiqnol  mny  a  word  in  tindiotJon  ol  tnj  con- 
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TQ    THQUAS    WHAftTOK%    PRKSIDENT   OK    PBNNSVLVAKIA. 

HKAMJtf  AiiTn«.  17  October.  1777. 

Sir. 

As  the  term  of  service  of  great  numbers  o(  the 
militia  of  this  State  who  were  callird  out  -toine  time 
ago,  has  expired,  and  thctr  places  have  beea  by  no 
means  punctually  filled  up  by  succeeding  classes.  1 
am  constrained  to  call  upon  you,  in  the  most  prest^in^ 
manner,  to  exert  ihe  powers  of  government^  not  only 
EC  keep  up  the  number  of  four  lliousand  men  d& 
manded  by  Congress,  but  of  a  much  greater  number, 

4ki  but  lUt,  ibit  t  hifl  bftB  tor  m^nilu  TicToie  dfitrnwd  with  contmuil 
ftpfnh«DnoQ*  for  y<m  knd  ^  wy  fhrnJi  wjtbijLit  Oiq  Biiliali  line.  1  iw>Lid 
ipoa  a11»xqw  ;  or  thai  rothibi;  cnuUl  uvvc  yim.  bul  rcadaJing  UiD  Dtcbn- 
iHii  td  l—lffklHicy,  IfjvHi  rhit  i^rnQml  tlont  I  prvmmnl  In  «pe«k :  fit>t  !• 
•drba  tM  a«  of  !«■■  ttHcbtry.  inr«wil  vvukl  have  ftfoQed  f rom  ibe  lAougbt  t 
OM  iio  >«rrt><tci  TOftT  ai:id>.  or  belief  ihe  rk^litcoui  uuHof  ytnii  <vuu1ry.  but, 
M  the  hffld  ot  UuT  innj.  rufffKn^  anJ  iitppfrtnf  fy  thfm.  To  ne^iH&aEe  with 
flcilaift  tor  «vr  cvnatttaiioniU  riyhU. 

"C*a  yva  tb«ai  pm  viLh  my  counln  ^il  panJunuL|[  ihii  ciTur  of  Judginwat? 
Win  jmt  wl  honor  mf  with  jmtr  gnuT  intrrrtt  an't  influrnn,  bjr  rfcnmmiriiil- 
!■(,  *i  k^tt  ijtwipg  joor  Apppobotion  o(  ihv  npMl  of  ««  W,  iJul  k»^  ne 
IftAiUU  of  b>ni*hiD>at  fron  my  ikAiiie  goaaii?,  from  the  amuof  •  d<*f  Aged 
fid«f,  and  chc  ciri.la«cn  of  ■  nnm^ioui  circle  ol  nlujble  uid  ]oD|f>lAvrd 
rrin<b7  Vtmr  tihcrd.  ctncrom  mind,  I  am  |>«nttAd«il,  i^iU  ne*«r  eidadc 
mm  who&f  from  )imi  refJ  f^'  ^  (dcig  polilicil  cnur  ,  ChptitUEly,  «>  jov  muni 
han  h4»rd^  ihai,  tinci*  \\m  Alic  ntf  ihai  irtirr^  I  havr  EcrJ  iltfr  nf  prrfrd  mdrc^ 
»attl,  «a4  tntctt  1A7  arrivvl  la  Gogkad  tuvv  dtrotcKl  mj^l  wholly  to  tbe 
daU»  of  Dir  proCetfetoOj  suJ  c««&iitd  wr  u^^vAiaUDoc  l<>  •  ^^Wt  <ifcle  of 
lUcTBr7ftndrdl^oiufri«ndi,"— J^AVi/to  W/^kiakgion.  3  April.  17^3-  Hera^ 
mAl  to  Am«rlC4  in  Uty,  179^,  ftfld  "  lulgecl  for  a  f«w  frc«ki  at  mj  hirtm^ 
«Uk  In*  faaulT*  Duiiic  ihcu  bdD£  vJtli  me«  (here  t«}k  pUc«  the  iotentliac 
bddvAof  hi*  niJi  ID  FmidrDt  \Vathlni:ion  :  whn  had  bom  itiprU«d  of  and 
flMlUtttad  t4  It:  >nd  iiiBni|«4lf<]  gvnrt(<vi  vncbilitT,  on  nb»*ITiif(>.  on  the 
UaU  of  Mr.  Datbc,  ihc  dTc<u  ol   ■  aliicbt  ttroke   oT  [tualyili/'— WUua, 

Dvebc't  Idler  «*■  prini«d  \i\  Hiviaiftoa't  Gavrifr,  tg  Na^mber,  1777,  ud. 
wilb  ifrt  ivptj  of  Col-  ParLc,  Hb  included  id  Iht  RivJricton  ivae  of  the 
"Ivffd  laCMn"  of  VTuMncion.  (inntcd  id  Vd.  IV.  of  ihia  collection,  A 
itnm  I*  Ac  Docacvlroffi  hu  broth«r^in  Ja w.  Kranvu  lfr>pkinton,  may  br  loiud 
U  Sfukj^  UffUiHgJ*/  rr«/A«fvAn.  *..  477-    Uucb^  died  bi  Mardi,  1797- 
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if  they  can  possibly  be  armed  and  accoutred.  When 
the  capita]  of  your  Siate  is  in  the  enemy's  hands,  and 
when  they  can  only  be  dislodged  from  ihencc  by  a 
powerful  remforcemeut  of  militia,  in  aid  of  Continen- 
tal troops,  there  should  not  be  a  moment's  hesitation, 
whether  one  or  two  classes  should  be  commanded  to 
appear  :  but  at  least  one  half  of  the  men,  capable  to 
bear  arms,  should  be  called  into  the  field  By  exer* 
Ciona  of  this  kind.  New  York,  though  sorely  oppressed 
by  our  avowed  enemies,  and  more  so  by  our  internal 
foes,  has  made  a  noble  resistance  ;  and  New  Jersey 
has  kept  the  enemy  out  of  her  limits,  (except  now 
and  Uien  a  hasty  descent,)  without  a  Continental 
regiment.  Besides  doing  this,  she  has  sent  and  is 
now  sending  reinforcements  to  this  and  the  northern 
army.  It  will  be  no  gr^^at  while,  before  the  militia 
from  Maryland  and  Virginia  will  have  performed 
their  tour  of  duty;  and  from  the  distance,  which 
most  of  them  have  to  travel  before  they  reach  the 
army,  I  cannot  expect  much  more  assistance  from 
those  quarters,  in  the  course  of  the  remaining  part  of 
this  campaign. 

I  assure  you.  Sir,  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  co 
ever>"  part  of  the  continent,  to  hear  that  Pcnns)'lvania, 
the  most  opulent  and  populous  of  all  the  Stales,  has 
but  twelve  hundred  militia  in  the  6eld,  at  a  time  when 
the  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  make  themselves  com* 
pletely  masters  of,  and  to  fix  their  winter  quarters  in. 
her  capital  Without  the  free  navigation  of  Delaware 
I  am  confident,  that  General  Howe  will  never  remain 
in  Philadelphia^  and  I  am  as  confident,  that,  had  I  a 


itttI 


GEORGE  WASH/A'GTON. 


119 


sufFicient  force  to  afford  as  much  ;issisiance  to  the 
forts  upon  the  Delaware  as  their  importance  deserves, 
be  would  not  be  able  to  possess  ihcm,  I  have  spared 
as  many  of  the  Continental  troops  as  I  possibly  can, 
without  endangering  the  safctj'  of  this  army,  and  I 
shall  still  continue  to  afford  every  further  relief  in  my 
power*  From  this  state  of  facts,  1  hope  that  you  will 
not  lose  a  moment,  in  calling  upon  and  endeavoring 
to  rouse  the  people  of  this  province  to  a  manly  and 
effectual  opposition  ;  and  I  know  of  no  means  so 
likely  to  answer,  as  not  to  confine  the  demand  to  ary 
particular  number,  but  to  call  upon  every  man  to 
come  forth.  The  county  lieutenants  should  be  par- 
ticularly careful  to  sec.  that  all  those,  who  have  arms 
and  accoutrements  of  their  own,  bring  them  out ;  for 
they  have  a  very  mistaken  notion,  that  there  are  full 
supplies  in  the  Continental  stores.  Many  oven  come 
out  without  blankets,  expecting  to  find  thrm. 

There  is  another  matter,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  legis- 
lature of  your  Slate ;  that  is,  the  falling  upon  some 
mode  of  completing  and  keeping  up  the  quota  of 
your  Continental  regiments.  Upon  an  average^  your 
battalions  have  never  been  above  one  third  full  ;  and 
now  many  of  them  are  far  below  even  that*  From 
the  extravagant  prices  given  to  substitutes  in  the 
militia,  in  th*;  different  States,  it  has  become  im- 
possible to  recruit  men  upon  the  bounty  allowed  by 
Congress*  The  New  England  States  and  Vii^nia 
have  begun  to  adopt  the  mode  of  drafimg.  and,  I  am 
informed,  tlicy  have  succeeded  very  well,     1  am  con- 
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vinced,  that  this  will  be  found  the  only  method  of 
raising  Continental  troops;  and.  if  the  measure  was 
to  become  general  throughout  the  States,  it  would 
not  be  deemed  a  hardship.  I  mcnCion  this  matter  to 
yon  at  this  time,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  a«i  Hoon  a^^ 
possible  fall  upon  this,  or  some  other  mode,  to  recruit 
your  regiments  in  the  course  of  this  fall  and  winter  ; 
and»  as  it  is  more  t!ian  probable,  that  our  opposition 
will  not  end  with  [his  campaign,  we  ought  to  en- 
deavor to  have  a  respectable  army  in  the  tield  in  the 
*ipring»  before  the  enemy  can  receive  further '  rein- 
forcements from  Europe.  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c' 


TO    RICHARD    KBNRY    LEE. 

Dear  Sir,  M\itcntin  Hill,  i70cto1i«r,  1777. 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  as  also  that  of  the 
I  Ith  by  Baron  dc  Kalb,  arc  both  at  iiand.  It  is  not 
in  my  power  at  present  to  answer  your  querj'  respect- 

*  ■"  ll  ii  t])i  o*me«  r«ffiiet[  that  jou  immt^Jiai^ljr  collect  all  ihe  m«o  ynnpott- 
•Iblr  GAn,  nod  atnd  Ihcm  on  «3  fasc  ai  dnjp  coii»]d«nble  noiolier  1:40  be  got  |a- 
geillct.  iLitiEcT  goud  oiTiixn»,  Ur  Juln  cblh  finny.  Ai  >qu  vritl  rriLiain  cu  nuLrch 
virh  ihc  Iftii  ■leiii!hm«(il,  1  woh  yi^u  [*>  uhc  aI]  vour  mflncnci?  ami  iitcmi  with 
your  Ic^uldtivt  bnd^,  tbal  they  oil}'  gJTC  jn^u  aH  the  Aa^isEnucc  ikcY  can  in  tbc 
cwijLjleiiiiii  i>(  \\\\^  iit(¥^»iitr  vbj(?i,t.  Voa  l»il  urt't  with  ^lea;  juT^Lite  llmt  4& 
lnn£  %\  \\tv\\.  Ho»f'<  army  h4i  nti  fiitTeriT.  iHt  idjocfdl  fftimll#i  tflll 
eltrnaUy  bLt  subject  10  Jcpr«^lal^uiia,  hof  can  uiy  Lblnj;  prevent  il,  bm  »uch  • 
uiikoa  uLit  to-upcr»llL>n  uf  ihc  ircu|i1c  A»  ivlll  vfciluftlly  rcdut.«  him  ;  (q  MLUift 
vMrh  hippf  eri4l,  a  lirtirr  0{i|Hn(imity  iFiUri  fhc  pr<!£enT  never  prc4Pnl«d  iluZl 
.  ,  .  Another  rcam^ri  t>ccun  why  il  ia  lh«  tmfl  intenait  uf  ^oar  alAtc  (4  |pre 
u*  wiry  Bid  upon  Ihe  |ire^ciil  uimii^n.  <«1ticli  k  th«l  U  tJic-  crreiny  mu  once 
hring  up  Ihflr«hip|itng(iiti1  ){pr  (V  dTy  t^oirrrl  ami  l^irtiiir'l  fnrwLriti*r  quar- 
l«r«,  it  will  b4  to  much  m  Ihotr  power  to  make  contlanl  incunJoiu  Jnbo  th« 
Jeocy^H  itiBi  yvu  wilt  becitltci  ulilt|[ci!  tu  tubmic  lu  ir^nkUd  boa^y  Uuc*  bf 
being  hrtivten  two  fifu.  or  Ittfcp  yaur  iiiilitja  4^n  foi>t  (h(^'  rbe  liercrtly  of  Th« 
wm«t-"—  W^ihimfi^an  ta  Cfm^al  farma*^  I&  Oi^lobcr,  1777- 
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ing  the  ap[>ointmc-nt  of  \\w  grntlem^m,  RiU,  Sir,  tf 
there  is  any  truth  in  a  report,  which  has  been  handed 
to  mc*  vitt :  that  Congress  bath  appointed  or  as 
others  say  are  about  to  appoint,  Brigadier  Conway  a 
major-general  in  this  army,  it  will  be  as  unfortunate 
a  measure  as  ever  was  adopted.  1  may  add,  (and  I 
think  with  truth,)  that  it  will  give  a  fatal  blow  lo  the 
existence  of  the  army.  Upon  so  inter^ting  a  sub- 
ject, I  must  speak  plain.  The  duly  I  owe  my  coun- 
try, the  ardent  desire  I  have  lo  promote  its  true 
interests*  and  justice  to  individuals,  requires  this  of 
me.  General  Conway'«i  merit,  then,  as  an  officer 
and  hii^  imporLince  in  this  army,  exists  more  in  his 
imagination,  than  in  reality.  For  it  is  a  maxim  with 
him.  to  leave  nc  service  of  his  own  untold,  nor  to 
want  any  thing,  which  is  to  be  obtained  by  importunity. 
But  ^  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  liim  any  merit 
he  posscsaes,  and  only  wish  to  have  the  matter  taken 
up  upon  its  true  ground,  after  allowing  him  every 
thing  that  his  warmest  friends  will  contend  for,  1 
would  a-<k,  why  the  youngest  brigatli^r  in  the  service 
(for  I  believe  he  is  so)  should  be  put  over  tlie  heads 
of  all  the  eldest,  and  thereby  take  rank  and  command 
gentlemen,  who  but  yesterday  were  his  seniors ;  gen* 
tiemen,  who,  I  will  be  bold  to  say.  (in  behalf  of  some  of 
them  at  least,)  are  of  sound  judgment  and  unqucstion^ 
^Ic  bravery  ?  If  there  was  a  degree  of  conspicuous 
merit  in  General  Conway,  unpo&sessed  by  any  of  his 
seniors  the  coafu&ion,  which  might  be  occasioned  by 
it.  would  stand  warranted  upon  the  principles  of 
sound  policy ;  for  1  do  readily  agree,  that  this  is  no 
time  for  trifling :  but,  at  the  same  time  that  I  cannot 
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subscribe  to  the  (act,  this  truth  I  am  very  well  assured 
of  (though  I  have  not  directlyt  nor  indirectly,  ex- 
changed a  word  with  any  one  of  the  brigadiers  on 
the  subject,  nor  am  I  certain  that  any  one  of  them 
has  heard  of  the  appointment),  thalthey  will  not  serve 
under  him.  I  leave  you  to  guess,  therefore,  at  the  situ- 
ation this  army  would  be  in  at  so  important  acrisis,  if 
this  event  should  take  place.  These  gentlemen  hava 
feelings  as  officers  ;  and  though  they  do  not  dispute 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  appointinerts,  they 
will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  acting  under  them. 

In  a  word,  the  service  is  so  difficulty  and  every 
necessary  so  expensive,  that  almost  all  our  officers 
are  tired  out.  Do  not,  therefore^  afford  them  good 
pretexts  for  retiring.  No  day  passes  over  my  head 
without  application  for  leave  to  resign.  Within  the 
last  six  days,  I  am  certain,  twenty  commissions  at 
least  have  been  tendered  to  me-  1  must,  therefore, 
conjure  you  to  conjure  Congress  to  consider  this 
matter  well,  and  not,  by  a  real  act  of  injustice,  com-* 
pel  some  good  officers  to  leave  the  service,  and 
thereby  incur  a  train  of  evils  unforeseen  and  irre- 
mediable.  To  sum  up  the  whole,  I  have  been  a  slave 
to  the  service ;  1  have  undergone  more  than  most 
men  are  aware  of,  to  harmonize  so  many  discordant 
parts;  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  of  any 
further  service,  if  such  insuperable  difficuUic5  arc 
thrown  in  my  way.  You  may  believe  me,  my  good 
Sir,  that  1  have  no  earthly  views,  but  the  public  good, 
in  what  !  have  said.  I  have  no  prejudice  against 
General  Conway,  nor  desire  to  serve  any  other  brtg- 
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adicr.  further  than  I  think  the  cause  will  be  benefited 
by  it :  to  bring  which  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclu- 
sion, is  the  most  fcncnl  wish  of  my  soul/ 

With  respect  to  tlie  wants  of  the  tnilitia,  in  the 

*llt,  L«Ct«ptkd-  "  [  vu  AfiOOil  dc4l  itti^riml  (c  fuiJ  you  1^  hnn  Udd 
CoDgpni  lud  tpptdfited  Gtnpnl  Conwmy  ■  mft)o}-|f«ncml.  So  vuch  ippafnt- 
RMBt  luM  b««n  Di>d«.  nor  <lo  I  fcdicre  it  w^ll,  ipliiUt  l(  ii  likdy  Ie>  pradu«  ih« 
evil  oHucqiicDce*  ym  tuy^c^L.  It  U  iciT  tniE*  iH^t,  buih  wUliin  «nd  wilEiDoi 
doori.  ihrr*  |ut»  bf<n  i/lrocitrt  ff»f  (hr  (nfawirr,  iTuI  ii  hti  h«n  »«^nnfft,  that 

n  ti4>  Hi  jadftmerii  oo.  [his  Luunod  ^^t  noi  fi^EUiri  LiaLil  I  (clvivcJ  ^ttas 
kfwr.  1  MB  wry  Wrt  Cotietch  wouM  not  lakc  my  sci-p  that  might  injur*  \\\t 
tffm.^.  or  even  hi^v  *  itnAebrj  lh*l  »•  J ;  **i<I  I  Ycril/ IwIievB  ihvy  uriih  to 
loKn  yvui  ilifEculiki  by  every  mcwa  to  tlwlf  {vwcr.  Fittm  an  cnijrc  cvnviction 
ll*l  ibr  parvkl  motivrt  ot  pLtallc  j^oivl  direct  your  tctionis 

"TTw  hbitiiHaal  ■  RitaKt  ^f  Wirii  »ft«tenoffp.  «ntnp(ir[fln(,  unrldcmind^ 
tag  i«cb  cofiiuat  uUnlion,  tliu  Couktcw  tec  clevly  ibc  ncccuU)  «i  coukdlol- 
tag  «  new  board,  cui  of  Canpes.  vhoie  tliDC  ihall  be  enilrelT  Ai'*o\cA  la  thai 
tavflod  tflefutmm,  \\  U  b^  bomc  vMnly  propoivil,  U]«i  ihit  bo^rrf  nhall  be 
&Iled  by  tbe  thrtt  fuUuaiaj^  i;ciii1einca,  Calood  Kccd.  G^lonel  H<:1(cniiE-  iba 
procti!  tilinlaril'i^ciicn].  mul  Cdlcmrl  Harrtton.  ytnir  urcrpEiry;  anri  ihiT 
Gvncn!  Cnnwiy  ha  »ppai»t0il  adinlBnf^jjntr*!  in  rhr  rocrm  cf  Colcintl  rick«r- 
iog.  tl  It  my  wiib>  tAiI  Wm  <qr«  it  ii  »  yjf  m^nj  ntb^n,  lo  VnoH  your  lull 
iad<BBidMMntlB«0i3<m  thcsubJKi.  For  my  owii  part,  1  cmnciaE  be  ufiified 
*illi  0*1B0  vy  OfRolon  OT1  Ihe  point,  naui  1  lan  favorcJ  with  your  uniimcfitB, 
vbteb  1  t^JiC  bo  much  vbli^ed  in  you  for,  £.tr,  4>  toon  as  your  lime  will  permit' 

"  I|  hoh  been  iiHifTneit,  thai  Gciicml  Cunvay  wiiulil  quit  the  «« ivicc»  Jf  bv 
■vrv  Bff  Blitd*  1  miLJi:ir-|^*nnt],  But  I  hnva  boen  tnlil  in  CAiYSilpnr*,  rhat  b* 
MOold  1v«v«  it  tx  ib«  Tfid  of  thi«  c«nipfti(;ii  if  h«  &stj«ppoinlcdH  un1«B  bUwot^ 
of  hooot  vt*T  ultoi  Id  coDllaae  for  uiy  lifted  time.  And  \x  \%  %  i|Ufi>Uon 
«Vdt  M«,  *bMbn  the  bl*>K4i««  for  0«n«n]  Conwky  witi  no!  miu  (h«it  kim,  if 
to  ibovM  be  «ppdbied  ftc|juUn[-({cncr«l,  unlcu  he  bu  the  nnk  of  ihajct* 
CcBcnl  ■Iw'  Mt  rcb»n  fvi  ihmkiuiftd  l>^  |Iu[  t  hk^c  ticcn  infvrainl  Griienl 
Conwtiy  dr«Irr«  lii  rctjrr  in  bit  Ffimity,  prnvi<1^rl  lar  nik  orry  Irmn  thit 
»it»lf7  honf  vitH  Him  «  nnl  ihiT  will  miK  him  in  France,  ll  Uvcry  ccitiin 
that  Ibc  pablic  Gocal  JemwHU  &  >peed;r  crrctlni;  aiiiJ  the  fudkloiu  rillliie  of  Lbc 
W  BOKfd  of  War,  Cftd  T  itomvly  «uh  U  niny  hr  June  In  ihr  miiit  pr^fprr 
■a—tr.  )  do  not  tm«|;bie  Confrcb  wijiu-lU  appoint  Cvlanel  Hajrivni)  without 
1^  kvcrviDfi  vbclhcr  yud  «>uUI  ipijc  Inm  ,  noi  ilu  I  think  ihal  tn  [cuijvrunl 
■a^Ac,  u  tlia<  nf  tdpiUnl-i^'n^nl.  thniild  h<  inqchfd  Hithoiit   rhr  milumt 

ttwAAwnflim'^MS.  Uiuw,  Ootobvr  Both, 
NoCirichitADdhig  tlie  uiouc  ifiTc>TTiULig]u  of  G«qcinl  WufalocLon  b  die 


134 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


['7*7 


articles  of  clothing,  you  must  be  wcil  convinced,  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  supply  them  in  the  smallest 
degree,  when  near  one  half  of  our  own  men  are 
rendered  unfit  for  service  for  want  of  thes«  thing^s, 
1  can  add  no  more  at  present,  than  that  [  am,  dear 
Sin  &c 


TO   BARON    DARENDT. 

INSTltUCTlONii 

HtAD-4^trutTn>cfi,  IS  October,  i???* 
Sift, 

Being  recovered  from  (he  indisposition  undtr  which  you  \a.u\y 
labored*  you  arc  lo  iiroccetl  immediately  lo  Furt  Mifllin  on  Mud 
I^lAod  dtid  to  Ukc  tbc  conmand  of  the  troopa  there,  artd  those 
which  may  be  sent.  I  shaU  not  prescribe  any  particular  Jine  fof 
your  cordiiet,  becau»e  \  repose  the  utmost  corifidence  in  yoar 
tiavery,  Ltowlcd^c,  and  jud^eat  i  and  beCntubc:  ihe  rDodc  oF^ 
defence  must  dcpcftd  on  n  vnriciy  of  circum^unccs,  which  will  be 
best  known  to  those,  who  ore  on  the  spot.  1  will  bdd,  that 
the  mainiJ^nance  of  tht^  po^t  is  of  the  \^^\.  import^incr  to  the 
•Suies  of  America,  and  thai  pieventing  tht  eueiny  from  obuioing 
po:(5C)sion  of  it,  under  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  will  be  the  incanA  of 
our  defeating  the  army  to  which  we  are  row  opposed  ;  or  of 
obliging  them  disgracefully  to  abandon  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
whic:h  (5  now  in  ihcic  h^nds. 

I  hftve  detached  Co-day  a  furiheT  reinforcement  to  the  garrison,* 
fti^d  have  instructed  Colonel  Greene^  who  connmands   at  Red 

mbovc  Icltcr  lo  Mi.  Lee,  ei^l  ttic  Ucddcil  opinion*  expitsacd  in  Mr.  Lm*»  icplr. 
General  Quiway  wai  i]ipoini(?(l  by  CTongfesi  a  (ew  wwki  flfierwinU  iiiiipccior- 
gentnl  dF  tho  army,  ontt  raiMfld  to  (be  rack  uE  maiof'^eaflial  uvcr  several  alddr 
IjfllEadioi^^niiulFi,— ^^v/Hd/f.  Docgnbfir  ijth, 

'  Lirurenini-Colon^l  John  r^Twn  of  Virjrfnio,  wlfh  a  drlachm^nc  of  iw* 
hondrd  in«ii,  CoU  Angelt  anJ  hicngiinvnl  hud  bwD  rjrdfrvd  fi>  Kp^  Biab 
uii  tbc  iCltli.  '*  A>  llicEc  »C7int  ttt  \k  a  Juubt  uf  111?  pimilT  uf  ihc  <la:f  oljoat 
pf  l,icn(eiiaai.<:f»toiifl  fJrPcn's  commiivlonji.  I  have  tn  x  letter  uf  thii  dale 
dvidfcd  him  lo  wave  tb?  malter  in  dispiiit  lar  Ilie  prchunE,  tpd  tct  under  your 
CQlDcnWidt  a«T^»  hare  lictn  iii  (he  f»r1  Innu  [be  beuJJLiiJtiE»  ■nil  miiiitbG  trettcr 
ifquainred  wi'h  (he  tiaiure  <kf  the  riefences  ihjin  a  sirflnfier/"^  Ifa/Anif^M  * 
/  F#K/HWH'-CW#w/  S^iih,  1^  October,  1777, 
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Bank,  to  co^pcnie  vrith  you«  and  tc  render  yot]  every  Arsisiancc 
ia  hii  power.  Vou  wUl  maii^tniQ  vtixh  hino.  and  vith  Coininodarc 
Kistlwood,  who  comToaads  our  fWt,  a  good  undcr«tajiduig  ind 
ibc  strictest  haumony.  These  vill  be  eft«cntial ;  snd,  mutujdly 
tiding  each  other  I  sh^tl  look  forward  for  the  most  happy 
eveatc-  Vou  will  be  poLrticuiArly  attentive  lo  the  ttalc  of  your 
muaitikitioD  smd  provisloit,  advitl&g  nn«  of  tbe  ume  from  time  to 
liiDc;  uhI  of  such  supplies  as  you  may  Judge  necessary  to  lie  Htnt 
to  you.  Vou  will  also  report  io  mc  ihc  tiiuation  of  the  garriaoc, 
u  oltcD  OS  it  ihilJ  be  rc^^uUitc,  jnd  will  not  fail  to  tr^Ln^mit  me 
ffequeflt  and  the  moti  early  mtelUgence  of  every  imjiorlant  occur- 
reD4:e-  I  bJidllbcdoiicaftcr  recommemliiiK  yourutiiiiiHl  despatdi 
touTirc  at  the  jcxmi^ii ;  Artd  you  hftv^  mv  nArtiKst  wUhci.  that 
the  cocomond  loay  prove  honorable  eo  yourself  and  bcncLicijU  to 
America-    T  am,  &c.' 


TO  JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 


Dear  Brother, 


Pmiiamlphu  CoyJTTV,  I*  Ortoher,  1777. 


I 


Your  kind  and  affectionate  Letters  of  the  list  of 
Septr.  &  2d  Inst  came  safe  Co  hand. 

When  my  last  to  you  was  dated  I  know  not :  for 
truly  I  can  say,  that  my  whole  time  is  so  much  en- 
grossed, that  I  have  scarcely  a  moment,  but  sleeping 

1  "  Vf»r  kcter  ol  tbe  iSlfi  imln-nE  I  r«c«iv«(1  la«T  riighl,  whtrctn  [  hjttS  you 
iMyw  %  ^tan  10  b*  r«*lled  from  P<^  Miltlin  Lo  \v\n  j^yat  cnrps  I  found  it 
AlMvlMdy  ncccttuj  to  rrinfcncc  yonf  ifiniton.  ud  dut  i[  «ru  impncUcAble  lo 
da  n  coailft«fKly»  >r1(hciiii  (gpfTv^ling  yoiL  Ihit  delennippct  Tn«  tc  tcnil  1I14 
Bona  d'Arttidl,  «a  the  pcrwn  origliuilly  aeoriooed  lo  you  to  commAfid  thag  ; 
but  1  miold  hiTB  vBulied  ii.  ufier  yuu  bad  ruiiuned  ume  (iiiic  in  euramuiij,] 
had  stft  lTi«  bdJibmU  ^Esdimrnl  bc^n  jb<]|>«l  i-tpcilLent  lor  iho  ilpfenca  ef  10 
iBpafUat  ■  post-  Thit  t  mnitJon,  ihxi  jov  msy  bo  vKLitiigil  oi  th«  rod 
BwlivV  ia  ibb  tJMDHctJcn.  iixl  ltu(  k  iJcalit  Id  tupvncdfl  j^u  tiod  no  iDflaenct 
IB  li ;  bm  cm  1h«  tobtnry,  /otif  conduct  ViA  mrm^^tii.  tin^  rh«  r^mmrnc** 
wvax  of  your  comnhU'l  ibcre*  Fttvt  1>v«n  nich  4>  ncTit  my  ApprobatioD  and 
ifcaafci  I  DOW  Imtt  it  to  ^uili  ohh  v^Iojj,  wfiedict  tv  f^\*f\\\  yuiir  cuip^,  w 
CHUfaMe  vhera  yea  %rt ;  i-nil  have  na  doubt  Sm  you  4-tll  deumnine  upon  thsi 
which,  ia  yourofiiuon.  itdaovi  i4rYic<ab]<  uidccduiunl  with  the  thiimc1cTc4«i 
disx»'—}^*iMmi<*m4tlMmtrmiJa'C:htulSamtuiSmilA^  z'i  Otiobor,  U77- 
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ones,  for  relaxation,  or  to  indulge  myself  m  writing 
to  a  friend.  The  anxiety  you  have  been  under,  on 
acci  of  this  army,  I  can  easily  conceive.  Would  to 
God  there  had  been  less  cause  for  it ;  or  that  our 
situation  at  present  was  such  as  to  promise  much 
from  it.  The  Enemy  crossed  the  Schuylkill  wtiidij 
by  the  by,  above  the  Falls  (&  the  Falls  you  know  is 
only  five  miles  from  the  city)  is  as  easily  crossed  in 
any  place  as  Potomac  Run,  Aquia,  or  any  other  broad 
&  shallow  water,  rather  by  stratagem ;  tho  I  do  not  I 
know,  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  prevent  it,  as  their 
manceuvres  made  il  necessary  for  us  to  attend  to  our 
Stores,  which  lay  at  Reading,  towards  which  they 
seemed  bending  their  course,  and  the  loss  of  which 
must  have  proved  our  Ruin,  After  they  had  crossed,  we 
took  the  first  favorable  opportunity  of  attacking  them. 
This  was  attempted  by  a  nights  march  of  fourteen 
miles  to  surprise  them,  which  we  effectually  did,  so 
far  as  to  reach  their  guards  before  they  had  notice  of 
our  coming  ;  and  but  for  a  thick  Fog,  which  rendered 
so  infinitely  dark  at  times  as  not  to  distinguish  frit^nd 
from  Foe  at  the  distance  of  thirty  yards,  we  should, 
I  believe,  have  made  a  decisive  and  glorious  day  of  ■ 
it,  Bui  Providenceorsome  unaccountable  something 
designed  it  otherwise;  for  after  we  had  driven  the 
Enemy  a  mile  or  two,  after  they  were  in  the  utmost 
confusion  and  Hying  before  us  in  most  places,  after 
we  were  upon  the  point,  (as  it  appeared  to  every 
body,)  of  grasping  a  compleat  victor)',  our  own  troops 
took  fright  and  lied  with  precipitation  and  disorder* 
How  to  accc  for  this,  I  know  not ;  unless,  as  I  before 
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obsen^ed,  the  Fog  represented  their  own  Friends  to 
them  for  a  Reinforcement  of  the  Enemy,  as  we  at< 
tacked  in  difTerent  Quarters  at  the  same  time,  and 
vrcrt:  about  closing  the  wJngs  of  our  army  when  this 
happftned.  One  thing,  indeed,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  our  misfortune,  and  that  was  >vanc  of  ammu- 
nition on  the  right  wing,  which  began  the  Engage- 
ment, and  in  the  course  of  two  hour^  and  forty  min- 
utesr  which  time  it  lasted,  had,  (many  of  them,) 
expended  the  forty  Rounds,  that  they  took  into  the 
Field.  After  the  Engagement  wc  removed  to  a 
place  about  twenty  miles  from  the  Enemy,  to  collect 
our  Forces  togeiher,  to  take  care  of  our  wounded, 
get  furnished  witlt  necessaries  again,  and  be  in  a 
better  posture,  either  for  offensive  or  defensive  opera- 
tions. Wc  arc  now  advancing  towards  the  Enemy 
again,  being  at  this  time  within  twelve  miles  of  them. 
Our  loss  in  the  late  action  was,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  about  one  thousand  men,  but  of  the 
missing,  many,  I  dare  say,  took  advantage  of  the 
times,  and  deserted.  Genl  Nash  of  No.  Carolina 
was  wounded,  and  died  two  or  three  days  after.  Many 
valuable  officers  of  ours  was  also  wounded,  and  some 
killed.  The  Enemy's  loss  is  variously  reported — 
none  make  it  less  than  1500  (killed  &  wounded)  & 
many  estimate  it  much  larger.  Genl.  Agnew  of  theirs 
was  ceruinly  killed — many  officers  wounded  among 
whom  some  of  distinction.  This  we  certainly  know, 
that  the  Hospital  at  Philadelphia  &  several  large 
Meeting  Houses,  are  filled  with  their  wounded  be- 
sides private  Houses  with  the  Horses.     In  a  word, 
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it  was  a  bloody  day.     Would  to  Heaven  1  could  add, 
that  It  had  been  a  more  fortunate  one  for  us.  ^ 

Our  distress  on  acct,  of  Cloarhing  is  great,  and  in 
a  little  time  must  be  very  "sensibly  felt,  unless  some 
expedient  can  he  Kit  upon  to  obtain  tliem.  We  have 
since  the  Battle  got  in  abt.  rsoo  Militia  from  Vir-^ 
ginia — about  the  same  number  have  gone  off  from 
this  Slate  and  Jerscry  but  others  are  promised  in  lieu 
of  them — with  truth  however  it  may  be  said,  that 
this  State  acts  most  infamously,  the  Fcoplc  of  it.  I 
mean,  as  we  derive  little  or  no  assistance,  from  them. 
In  short  they  are,  in  a  manner,  tocally*  disaffected,  ot, 
in  a  kind  of  Lethargy". 

The  Enemy  are  making  vigorous  efTorts   to 
move  the  obstructions  in  the  Delaware^  and  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  Works  which  have  been  constructed 
for  the  Defence  of  ihem. — 1  am  doing  all   I  can  in 
my  present  situation  to  save  them,  God  only  know: 
which  will  succeed 

I  very  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  change  iri 
your  Family.  Tell  the  young  couple,  after  wishing 
them  joy  of  their  union,  that  it  is  my  sincere  hope, 
that  It  will  be  as  happy  and  lasting  as  their  present 
joys  are  boundless^  The  Enclosed  Letter  of  thanks  to 
my  sister  for  her  elegant  present  you  will  please  to  de* 
liver  ;  and,  witli  sincere  affection  for  you  all,  I  am,  &c- 

P,  S,  I  had  scarce  finished  this  Letter  when  by 
express  from  the  State  of  New  York  I  rccei%'ed  the 
Important  jmd  glorious  news  which  follows:^ 

"Albany  t^\)\  Ocir,  1777. 
"Last  Bight  al  H  o'clock  ihe  capiiuUiion  whereby  GcrcrAl 
Burgoync  &  whole  Anny  surrendered  themselves  Prisoners  of 
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Wai,  wa«  ligDcd  and  iHIa  Momtng  ilicr  have  to  march  out  towdt. 
Ihr  Rivrr  aJiove  Fi«h  Creek  wtth  ili*f  Honour*  of  War  (and  there 
([TtHinrf  their  Ann<1  they  are  from  thence  to  be  marched  to  Mas- 
uchuActts  biay> 

'*  Wt  C4)Qgra£uIate  yoa  oa  thi5  happy  event,  St  remain  ^lc 

"  Geo.  CLisrotf." 

I  mofit  devoutly  copgmtnl^te  ycu,  my  conntry,  and 
every  wdl  wisher  to  the  cause  on  this  signal  stroke 
of  Providence.     Yrs.  as  before/ 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAM. 

{'AMP.  ao  Milks  moii  Thila..  14  Oetobrr,  tT77< 

Dear  Silu 

Your  favor  of  the  i6th  I  received  yesterday  morn- 
ing, ami  was  miicli  obliy«l  by  the  inler<?s(ing  con- 
tents.'   The  defeat  of  General  Burgoync  is  a  most 

'"  LvDnicntuUlc  yoa  Dpont  tbv  iflvticmi  *at<c»of  mt  annt  la  tbc  nurlliwanl, 
Hie  (i^mplfip  captitil^  nf  HurEojrcc  inA  hii  irmy  nccc^n  oui  noni  uni-iiinp 
«ipflcl<honi,  [  h>vi>  not  yft  heard  of  sir  Ktnry  HinrnnV  U.I ting  fiou-a  the 
Vfivth  Rivtr  oc^iiu.  bdl  I  iraicinc  be  mill  noi  remain  Ihfir  aficr  he  hif  ^rui] 
od  BovBoylie't  daimcikn/' —  ii'ajAiitf^tm  to  Mayffr~(ifftera4  ffeaJM^  '41  Octobci. 

*Atticr  the  Biiiuh  bad  cftploml  Fori  Momijonicry,  And  Ihe  otlier  po>l»  on 
lb*  H*d*on»  Ccnml  PnlnAm  rclrcaceil  ttcvn  PrrkHkLll^  uml  e«[qb1ihh«d  liii 
Vod  nmftcTi  «  Fkhlnll  bvynnd  iIhi  Ilij^hldmii,  Hv  vvrotv  <n  ^i^ciFnl  WBib- 
Wq^op  fnm  FuhkUl .  "  Lut  Monilvy  Gcncrkl  Pnncnt.  wilh  tbovt  l^to  thoi^ 
snd  tniapft,  mardlpd  dovn  lad  lOok  putcnUtn  of  I'v«tskllU  And  the  pu>.e« 
iB  tb*  KifhtAdt.  lie  h»  tftkfoi  ■  FtmnbcT  ol  »ttle,  honet,  and  thficp.  which 
vfn  ocJIeeicd  by  lAc  c»cm]r.  They  hud,  burql  Ibc  ImiUUaip  HEid  hjirnckt  At 
dw  CootiacnU]  VLllai^c-t  and  tcvtnl  d^dliiiS'huuict  ind  iiilirr  hmUfnc^  il 
PMfciUU-  Thvy  bft*e  vlnnolLthMd  Kc^rlt  M<^nlgnin*ry  «nd  CnnciUiitinn.  *i>d 
tfc  rtpvlrinf  Fert  CLintvi  V»«rd«y  tboui  forty  miJ  (Wbed  up  the  tidier 
croirdol  vith  luxija,  and  art  11  atichor  aImvc  pDu^hkcepk.  the  wtnd  nut 
bvoring.  ^^'c  vt'fre  <i«i  ouf  mifch  ili«r  th«ni  when  I  met  (be  r^'waIjIc  iniclU- 
pA«  of  ibe  niTtcndcf  of  (icn^ ml  Bdij;<'yi*£  A^d  hli  itinay  at  |jrikDtLcn  oJ  «ar, 
I  copy  0/  vhxh  i»  rndgvcd.  I  ihirtivpuii  mti^l  ■inttt?!)  runifninhit  yvat 
tUe^lkvcy-  I  tevc  b«UM  my  imnpt.  and  Bin  nov  ronnflenng  whai  niicbi  to 
be  mj  MOHjJUftt ;  1  h^vc  Kut  U^t^ovrrnor  Cliitloalurhit  opuilOQ)  aadcrdored 
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important  event,  and  such  as  must  afford  the  highest 
sat]!>raction  to  every  well-afiected  American  breast. 
Should  Providence  be  pleased  to  crown  our  arms  in 
the  cOLrsc  of  the  campaign  with  one  more  fortunate 
stroke,  I  think  we  shall  have  no  great  cause  for  anxie- 
ty respecting  the  future  designs  of  Britain.  I  trust 
all  will  be  well  in  His  good  time.  The  obvious  in- 
tention of  Sir  Henry-  Clinton  was  to  relieve  General 
Burgoyne,  and  being  disappointed  in  that  by  his  sur- 
render, I  presume  he  will  make  an  expeditious  return. 
I  am  happy  to  find  you  at  the  head  of  so  respectable 
a  force,  and  flatter  myself,  if  he  should  land  with  a 
view  to  action,  though  I  do  not  expect  it,  you  will 
give  us  a  happy  account  of  him.  1  believe,  from  the 
bravery  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Montgomery,  he  pur- 
chased victory  at  no  inconsiderable  expense.  Gen- 
eral Campbell  was  certainly  killed.  This  they  mention 
in  their  own  printed  account,  but  call  him  colo.  of  the 
fifty-second  regiment.  He  was  a  general  on  the 
American  establishment,  so  declared  in  one  of  the 
orderly  books,  which  fell  into  our  hands," 

Genvtal  ?«»»§  tu  ap«re  bo  pBJn«  to  lincj  out  ibe  s;lU!iU'ou  ind  sLrength  of  thv 
gairHwn  «  King^briilgt.  \r\  ortlfr  lo  direct  my  future  oprratirtni  mott  advui- 
lAgcou^ly.  I  hHv?  abiiPuL  six  thotuand  mL>pi,  who  arc  izliicfly  militU-  T 
uiidcn?UEid  lliiiE  Gcncnl  CampWll  wu  kitlcil  «[  Furt  MiuiEcamcir,  auU  tcvcrmi 
fietlHitficrfs  Afidiilhers  cif  JnfcrinrniTik-  The  Iwo  Ctintiitrntil  frig^fw  Jihd  the 
r<nr-gAl]ey  wer*  biiraL,  la  pievenc  their  falling  Jntn  the  liAnti*  i>f  ihc  er^dny, 
fgr  whitli  I  au  icty  ^uitj^  u  odc  of  llicin  I  bellcTt  mJghL  have  becu  wvcd/'^- 
MS.  I.4tur.  Octobtf  iftih. 

'  Therfl  ii  (jrob*bIy  ah  error  here,  in  te£*rri  i&  eBc  iJentii^  of  ibe  pcnODt- 
Sir  ltcai>  CtiiilDn.  in  bit  olliciiil  rciuin  of  llic  Liltcil  auci  wiTUinled,  in*cs  the 
name  of  "  LituTenariE-ColuucI  Cumpbrllnf  Ihe  lifly-w-CDnil  ngimenr  "  Thov 
was  n  Genera.!  Caaipbell  in  ihe  Bntish  arm^  al  thai  Lime :  tut  Geaef^l  Dickin- 
wiL,  )n  a  letter  d«L«d  Ni>v«iiibQ<  iSt^n  lUtea  chat  he  va>  ihcn  ijo  StAica  ttbnU. 
Whence  i\.  wnuld  fi^Ilow  that  he  couM  not  havt  b^en  (he  sannf  penon  that  na 
kiLcd  jhL  Fort  Moninomery,— ;^^*j. 


y 


■777] 


GEOffGE  WASFf/^GTVX, 


131 


I  have  but  little  to  add  respecting  the  situation  of 
affairs  here-  They  remain  much  as  they  were,  when 
I  wrote  you  last  To  remove  the  obstructions  in 
the  river  seems  to  be  a  capital  object  with  ihe  enemy. 
Their  aiiempts  hitherto  have  not  succeeded,  and  I 
hope  thcj"  will  not  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Putnam,  and  sympathize  with  you 
upon  the  occafhicin.  Reniemhenng  that  all  must  die. 
and  that  she  had  lived  to  an  honorable  age,  I  hope 
you  ij^'ill  bear  the  misfortune  with  that  fortitude  and 
complacency  of  mind,  that  become  a  man  and  a  Chris- 
tian.    I  Bnit  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours,  &&' 

^  "  The  fc^incfea  <j{  ihc  nj^rnLnK  a  Kn-ciy  gEcit  l1jii(  I  (Uiuk  it  pedIjaLIc  l!iAt 
ibr  cfwmjr  will  ift^mpl  •  \arpfiir  djwn  Fnn  Mifflin  »l  tncli  .i  time,  or  Jl  night, 
if  tWjr  B<«an  11  §X  aU,  To  prtvvDt  i\i\\.  1  woiiM  ncotniD«rLd  il  tt>  yaix  lo  Weep 
ItOAli  Evwint:  KQftr4  as  a<Af  ibo  ihon  of  iVoTincc  laland  ai  Xhcf  pobibly  <4n 
viih  Bfvlj.  .  .  .  The  rnranr  Itut  nighl  tva^uaTfid  Orrmaniown  and  ieW  dmrn 
10  PUl*^lphS«-  DcLT  «niiy  will  ftdvAoct  iow>rdB  them  m  lb«  aDrning,  amd  u 
vc  «lul]  be  Dc«>  Ehcni.  t  liupc  wc  kbull  imtcul  tbciii  (Ttam  dcUUiiitf;  mbjr  cwi> 
■i^MbW  lorcc  lo  rvducn  Fin  Miflliiir  1  rpfEimmrnclM  if  (n  Cnl,  ^miih  10  en- 
4n*or  by*tl  oimivi^  Lm^  ib*  ]>rTichc«  in  tK*  hanl»  of  ProTtnct  lulmd  cip«n^ 
M I  MB  «cfttlD  It  Kill  incommode  then  \ui\j  lo  firryiuK  ou  tb«ir  iroilu,  **— 
IK«M<tfWia  Iv  Cmuivffdipp'f  /AnrMv^tf*  ig  October*  1777- 

TWre  ifu  ft  1iiil«  frlctlcci  betw^n  O^Idd^I  Smith  Anil  CnmraodoK  IIl£c1- 
«QQij^  wKich  Wakbiji^c7D  (iniJccIvDk  li>  unuath  ovct-  "  I  wu  cilrcmclr  nurrj 
10  find  frccn  thr  rciiri(niili>r«'t  Ictirr  which  iiuidr  b  j>an  of  yours  lliai  you  Pnd 
bt  ««n  HOC  u  Iht  BLnctfvi  harrDony,  Thii  circuiMTBiico  I  c?nf?u^  giTn  me 
pui  uacuntfs.  Af  I  weU  kJit'w  tliAt  a  t^oixl  A^r^niciil  b(iv»«u  ihe  a^ff  «u4 
ftnUoB  Is  of  (he  tjttt  ImporuiTicc,  ud  tJiii  a  wani  of  co-apenuion  and  eve:; 
poMifcte  mm^BS  ^\A  nty  ia^Qlvc  the  hkM  ^^iha^^y  c4iiKi;ue»cea-  Fennaflvd 
el  tbik,  Bj>d  (ciulEcctini;  llie  ttun  tA  mururtana  ihuL  bM  been  biuuflit  on  in 
uay  Ebiuacn  Xry  ■  dilTrrpnn  ol  the  lilte  nrnuw.  I  m'iO'Ttrd  l^flrnn  d'Atrndi 
i»  ay  teiiracttoa*  to  bin  ihBt  l«  mtiDUic  «  ^wd  updrnUntJing  liflw«tn  hire 
«Bd  ilhc  CovBOdore  i^old  be  «  erealobieci  u|  hb  c^re  ui^  AUeaiion.  Thl» 
X  lope  he  will  43l  »nd  I  ha^e  WTltfen  to  llie  Commodore  li»  Jajr  lefoniflifudlnfi 
tba  aOBie  to  Euvi  ia  the  ilrvii^ul  lermh.  Hilhdrto  i  happy  A|*rBriiieEU  hm  done 
It  hu  Jifppwatcd  lh«  ^nemr  ft*>m  cfTv^Line.  nattviiEiiUndinit  ttidr 
dTottih.  whM  IhrrMrmed  in  ct^nwder  wuhout  dlrficuliy  ;  and  shoutd 
■pliit  «bd  diipofition  eoThttnuc,  1  Hulie?  loyitlf  they  will  produn  Lhc 
caAK"—W^$hi^gtm  te  Ctlnui  SmiiAt  At  October,  t7TT-     "1  utukot 
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TO  JOHN    HANCOCK.' 

HiAD-QviLftnutE,  aBOcicbcv,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

It  gives  me  real  pain  to  learn*  thai  the  declining 
state  of  your  health,  owing  to  your  unwearied  atten> 

Imt  i«pca(  lay  arJr^nt  JeaJrc  thjiE  homLony  unJ  ft  ("ood  undcntnLTding  t>cEv««D 
|}it  fl«ot  %aA  ibe  i^m^oii,»  mai  bc  aiutuvlly  tullivaud  On  x\\u  cvny  (hii>i: 
d«pifnd«:  noihmg  hiii  ^litnppoininipnE  ami  ^i«i^(«  rqn  atf«(i<i  th^innt  <>f  tL 
Tb«  hnl  ttnignt  tnd  fnr>tl  importartl  j^urtulli  have  (Wtn  and  ever  will  be  de- 
IcMcJ  1>^  Joulisli  (liilcmitci  wlictt  lljcy  eiiil  |jci*nn  lhu«  cn^intcJ  Sn  tbna/* 
^  (fd j^f flf frw  til  Cammaifz/rf  fiavittiamt.  7\  Oriobcr,  1777- 

"  Vou  uera  ici  bA\e  miilakan  ibv  CtmimudQti'K  mvining.  From  hiH  l*tt«i  E 
undcmland.  t1i«[  hn  will  kliriyi  uaiaE  jou  vhePrYcr  il  i»  in  hit  pdWfrr*  Ift 
telU  ycu.  ihHl  in  mugh  WMllicr  lift  goll^yt  and  irmed  bmri  ratinot  live,  uid 
Iber^OTe  gaudt  yooi  ftgttnbL  cipccllng  mil?h  uttlitange  fiom  ifaera  al  cnch 
liitic>.  I  beg  you  of  bU  ihiiLgi  nol  (u  luBcr  «ny  jciUoualcs  between  ihc  U)id 
Mill  ftffl  tPTvice  lo  take  plate,  Cimfcidcr  rhdJ  your  murml  nenirlty  drpenJ* 
BpcEi  aclin^  pcrEftlly  in  cancetl,  I  hdv«  wrote  lo  Colontfl  C-ragnt  to  aftord 
l^iu  cvciy  poasiMc  iiwuBiancr  ffom  Red  fljvnk,  lill  ihc  rciftlorccmcQlEctidiXifO." 
—  rf'rtj*5*H^^H  fp  /ifvm^mt^Cef/infi  SmiiM.  a»  OcTober,  1 777. 

"1  linif  lomoLhiiag  oF  the  tame  kind  eKitiing  lietveen  Smith  iind  Moih^ 
Flcury,  >vho  I  comidci  ^t  a  fcty  viluaUe  Qfliccr,  llov  ttiange  ir  i»  ifcut  men, 
rncagrd  In  (he  saaie  importanl  htvicc,  should  be  clemally  btckcfin^  luhlnd  c! 
giving  mutual  aid  f  Otficen  CAnnot  net  upon  pn>ptT  principle^  whu  tulTar  iri- 
fl«&  lo  iiLlcrpciic  tocicalediiiiiruji  arnJ  jcaloiL^'.  All  oui  Atlioni  iboiililbc  rtpj* 
Laicd  by  one  uufDnn  pUn.  and  thai  plan  ihoi]]d  hov?  one  object  only  In  *itfv. 
10  wii.  the  good  of  thcitervice.  Where  Thii  ih  The  com.  allhaufh  there  maj  bc 
a  di«ci^1y  nf  Qpimon.  (hen  can  be  no  real  odqiiudiun.  1  hupc  all  thcie  little 
luhs  wilf  111!  done  away  by  your  prudent  mani£cmrn[."^^a'Jl/qf  Jipn  ftifryu- 
itirr^C*ntriti  I'urmtm.  4.  Nnvember,  1777. 

Thi*  funcliop  of  pcflctmalcr  made  mony  colli  upon  WMhixiEton'^  lime  lo* 
Hit  oppoitnnuira  for  difterencn  and  iealoasict  were  fnqucni.  "  Gmeral 
Woodford  <oinplqiqt  ill  11  he  Ifttely  wrote  you  a  pol&le  [eller  rcqu«ting  neceHa- 
fici  fur  tb  Brigade  which  he  wni  ly  im  n^fiiccrf  (*»  which  he  nyi,  yoB  only 
rvEuEncd  him  a  mugh  verbal  aiiswcr  wJElioiri  com|i1yin|[  utlh  hit  demand  cvcii 
in  part  As  Cftueti]  Wnodfcird  ii  ati  exceeding  ir»il  nUiCBr  and  ope  who  I 
think  wcuM  not  mnkc  oiliavagmnt  or  imnvceuAry  dfmindu,  1  couM  witb  you 
would  cZcu  ap  Ihii  maftcir  to  hit  M[i&facLlcD/'—  (rajAtf^££M  a>  jt^mn  MMie, 
1*  November,  1777. 

<  '*  Il  u  ntw  abf}Tc  (wo  yean  tiwx  I  hn^e  h«J  ihc  bcnoT  of  preddEnc  In 
Cnnjcn^w.  und  I  idiDulJ  ebteEin  myself  hapjiy  Ic  have  it  hi  my  power  Iti  tcndet 
furiiiar  temce  10  my  country  to  thai  deparfmeni ;  hut  Ifae  decline  of  healthy 
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Cicin  to  public  business,  ^nd  the  stCu^tton  of  your 
private  affairs,  oblige  you  to  relinquish  a  station, 
though  but  for  a  time,  which  you  have  so  long  tilled 
with  acknowledged  propriety.  Motives  as  well  of  a 
personal  as  of  a  general  concern  make  me  regret  the 
nccesHJty  that  compels  you  to  retire,  and  to  wish  your 
atb«ence  from  ofTice  may  be  of  as  short  a  duration  as 
possible.  In  the  progress  of  that  intercourse,  which 
has  necessarily  subsisted  between  us,  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  conducted  It  on  your  part,  accom< 
panied  with  e^'ery  expression  of  politeness  and  regard 
to  mc.  gives  you  a  claim  to  my  warmest  acknowledg* 


grentoBBJ  bj  10  Iddj:  juicI  unmnUtciJ  an  >pplk«;Eian  1q  lTi«  iTutiu  of  mj 
.vttoe.  bofb  tn  Congr^A  tnd  oui  i^i  %'nn^^wk,  jmnnl  ri  th#  lituaritHi  nl  mf  own 
fprlv«M«Miv  hu  Al  tenf-lh  \!M^\  mc  lo  think  of  reluinf-  for  two  or  lhFv« 
;  utd  I  hitire  iIcEcrmiEieU  lu  Uke  iikjr  loivc  the  cuulii^  vfck.  4nd  kct 
Inacdlaldly  'at  BfAfon  alter  thi>  «tpms  rrTura^  A.\  <hf  CongrriB  vlll 
proceed  te  appMDl  a  nuccctAor  in  nty  tieid,  an  him  ibertCorc  wQI  da- 
valrt  tlif  buhJnr^  vf  the  (^mir.     Tlic  ihjIIicile^^  nud  alcciitimi  I  Iluvc  ctfr 

oj  (L«  mtM  plcuing  uiiBfA^twa  to  mt." — flttuvrk  U  ^tfjAiafAMt,  17 
Ociobei*  1777- 

"VovUvw  oC  the  9SI^  '  frtiivrd  on  MuiiilAy  brfemoan.  Vou  !iav«  mjr 
giTiBMt  Tutica  for  your  fscortiy,  rnii^  t  ah^l  b«  happy  if  your  receu  thoaJd  b« 
■UcBinl  »itli  Wbtfits  BUfffrior  lu>'ovi  mosl  »Aii£iiinc  viL^i-'Uikiiu.  Vout  d* 
10  pnmoii^  th«  gVD*ral  inunvt  [  am  wHi  rnnvincni  will  ti^  iinrpuiiYg, 
I  tt«ty  B«aiift,  irbieh  lh«  tLlualion  of  youi  health  will  pcraiil  ycti  Fo 
viU  tc  cBploycJ  to  that  caJ.  whclLiBr  rou  a'c  tu  Cun^ich*  m  vbli|:«l 
■n  naiili  la  Itie  Aute  <A  M«MirhuwlIi^  t  htvr  ardent U~arnci  Biirkmrr,  with 
iHfllo  dnfooBt,  lo  attend  yaii  a#  an  cacorl,  ami  to  recciw  yaur  comnianda, 
tW  All  patpoM  you  miJ  be  plc^Avd  ti>  rftniii  tbcm.  »»  Itrii^  dq  fou  ida^  ^uu* 
*idr«  thdr  aitforUnfv  nvtf^ury.  \  «o»)rl  viltinj^ly  tav?  rltrvf^lpil  1  lar^r 
Mnbfr,  but  the  wTcn  iluty  llic  hone  havf  bec^  obliged  10  perlom,  Tiv  a  long 
IJBC  t^M,  Uai  fcudcinl  mwiy  ijf  lliciu  uttJit  Im  kvivicc  .  ttj  wluJi  I  iu4»l  aild^ 
Ikfti  vrc  arc  unclef  a  twcvuiry  of  kHf  Iny  w^ral  cnn«ir1trablr  |i«itoU  of  them 
andantlj  aleag  th«  rnany'i  ItasL  Th>a«  naaou,  I  tniKt.  vilJ  apoJt^H  lor 
U«  Mvevt  Wine  **>  unall."—  fl'djififff^  /r  Utmefl!.  t  Nuvctuhcr*  >7n> 
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I  am  not  su  well  informed  of  the  siluation  of  thin^ 
up  the  North  Riven  as  lo  be  able  lo  give  you  any 
satisfactory  advice  about  your  route.  1  should  rather 
appreliend  it  might  be  un^e  for  you  to  travel  that 
way  at  this  time,  and  would  recommend,  if  you  can 
do  it  without  any  material  inconvenience,  that  you 
should  defer  your  journey  till  there  is  some  change  in 
affairs  there,  or  till  they  have  taken  a  more  settled 
form.  If  you  should*  however,  resolve  to  proceed 
immediately,  and  will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  tim<f. 
an  escort  of  horse  will  meet  you  at  Bethlehem,  to  ac- 
company you  to  General  Putnam's  camp,  where  you 
will  be  furnished  with  another  escort  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  your  journey. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  (or  your  polite 
tender  of  services  during  your  intended  residence  at 
Boston,  and  shall  always  be  happy,  when  leisure  and 
opportunity  permit,  if  you  will  give  me  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  from  you.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL  SULUVAN. 
DeaR    SlA, 

It  e\'cr  has  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be  a  ruling 
principle  with  me,  to  endeavor  to  do  impartial  justice 
to  ever)^  officer,  over  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
side.    I  shall  therefore  in  answer  to  the  queries,  con- 

'  "  Cvpcroea  luvc  n»iHii]  lu  tutupUtii  vf  my  rut  uulunj;  ihcm  gcnenl  t«turai 
of  iht  iraiy  mfln-(KqueBtIy,  hot  I  bnf*  rhrywill  n^irmewhen  thty  ^iind«T 
that  I  bftve  not  tinn  for  Bonic  iiin(  [^ut  two  dayji  \a  a  place,  iiiU  1  uaure  you 
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taincd  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  readily  declare,  that, 
although  1  ascribed  the  misfortune,  which  happened 
to  us  on  the  I  iih  of  Septc-mbcr,  principally  to  the  in- 
formation of  Major  Spear,  transmitted  to  me  by  you, 
yet  1  never  blamed  you  for  conveying  that  intelli- 
gence. On  the  contrarj%  considering  from  whom 
and  in  what  manner  it  came  to  you,  I  should  have 
thought  you  culpable  in  concealing  it.  The  Major's 
rank,  reputation,  and  knowledge  of  the  country,  gave 
him  a  full  claim  to  credit  and  attention.  His  intelli- 
gence wa.s  no  doLbt  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance, 
as  it  server!  to  derange  the  disposition  thai  had  been 
determined  on,  in  consequence  of  prior  information 
of  the  enemy  s  attempt  to  turn  and  attack  our  right 
flank;  which  ultimately  proving  true,  too  little  time 
was  left  us.  after  discovering  its  certainty,  to  form  a 
new  plan,  and  make  adequate  arrangements  to  pre- 
vent its  success.  Hence  arose  that  hurry  and  conse- 
quent confusion,  which  afterwards  ensued-  But  it 
was  not  your  fault*  that  the  intelligence  was  eventually 
found  to  be  erroneous. 

With  respect  to  your  other  query,  whether  your 
being  posted  on  the  right  was  to  guard  that  flank, 
and  if  you  had  neglected  ic,  I  can  only  observe,  that 
the  obvious  if  not  declared  purpose  of  your  being 
there  implied  every  necessary  precaulion  for  the 
security  of  that  ilank.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  to 
be  remarked,  that  all  the  fords  above  Chad's,  which 

ll  triwrthnirt  hippou  l&al  tlic  uSixn  luvc  out  paper  lo  uiiLkc  Llic  hcctojiej  r^ 
WiM.  VE«i  1  vtD  tikr  ih*  lini  fippnniinirj  of  making  h  fnlT  ftncl  re^Ur  a[i«." 
*  ITdji^j^flHT  \>  XiiJUni  PiUrj,  la  Oclabcr.  1777. 
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we  were  taught  to  apprehend  danger  from,  were 
guarded  by  detachments  from  your  division  ;  and 
that  we  were  led  to  believe,  by  those  whom  we  had 
reason  to  think  well  acquainted  with  the  counlrj-, 
that  no  ford  above  our  pickets  could  be  p^&sed, 
without  making  a  very  circuitous  march. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  no  part  of  your  conduct, 
preceding  the  action,  was  in  my  judfrmert  repre- 
hensible. What  happened  on  your  marcli  to  the 
field  of  battle,  your  disposition  there,  and  beliavior 
during  the  action,  1  can  »ay  nothing  about,  no  part 
till  the  retreat  commenced  having  come  under  my 
immediate  observation.  I  can  only  add,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  tenor  of  your  conduct,  so  far  as  I  have 
had  opportunities  of  judging,  lu»  been  spirited  and 
active.      I  am,  dear  Sir.  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF  CONGR8SS, 

HBAi>-QuAfcTMK.  >4  October,  17TT. 

Sik. 

1  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Congress 
the  enclosed  copies  of  sundry  letters  just  now  re- 
ceived, and  congratulate  them  most  sincerely  on  the 
important  intelligence  which  they  contain.  The 
damage  the  enemy  have  sustained  in  their  ships.  I 
hope,  will  prevent  their  future  attempts  to  gain  the 
passage  of  the  river  ;  and  the  repulse  of  the  troops 
under  Count  Donop,  and  his  captivity,  1  flatter  my- 
self, will  also  be  attended  with  the  most   happy  con- 
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sequence?;.'  At  ihc  time  these  actions  happened,  a 
supply  of  ammunition  was  on  the  way  to  the  forts  : 
and  I  have  also  ordered  a  further  quantity  to  he:  im* 
mediately  senL  By  Colonel  Blaine,  one  of  the  is^uicfr 
commissaries,  who  left  Red  Bank  the  morning  before 
the  action,  I  am  happily  informed  th^t  he  had  thrown 
considerable  supplies  of  provision  into  both  garrisons. 
He  also  adds,  that  he  came  from  Jersey  this  morning, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  recro&sed  the  Delaware  and 

■  Major  Wmpd'i  Imi^r  ms  cbtvd.  October  ajd,— "  Bj  the  d&lrc  «f  Ccil«n«1 
Un*ne."  ti«  wnrc,  "  I  rongntuUre  your  butcllency  an  ihe  tuccrta  ol  Uk 
troops  wIb  bb  cocnnudd  j^^Xtt^my.     On  tlic  314  iiiaiUiit,  four  Uittidiuiu  uf 

UflfUfV  land**!  mX  tlAoptr'a  ^9€tj,  and  mirchtfd  tbr  tama  t*«Eiinj[  In  Kaddon- 
fifLJ.  Al  tbm  o'<bck  5«ai«rdit7  munune  thiy  maicbc-l  for  thu  pUcv.  Wben 
ibc  fsud  ai  Tlioltfr  Cn«k  Bridcv  vrrc  informed  ol  thrli  apiirtwch.  ihcy  look 
op  lbl>  brtdgt,  ind  the  <n«inif  M«it  «fl  to  Ibe  l«]t  and  miai(«l  a  bnd^  Icur 
BJlcB  Above  Tbeif  ibdv«A<w]  pariio  were  Uiwovcrvd  within  four  milei  uf  Ibc 
fori  Bi  IwHtc  o'clod.  Al  half  ufret  Fult  m  i7i?  uflf  riiuon  thcj  Hcrii  a  flat;  en 
flVBnai  lb*  fort-  Ttu  nply  wa*^  Ihal  i1  nhnttld  n'Tsr  [■«  tufrendrrafl.  At 
tbiw  qnan«»pMl  foarihvf  bvf7>n  a  briAk  cannntiada^aTid  u>oei  afirr  advanced 
bt  tro  colvnini  ll>  tbc  lEucW.  Th^.-^  pasted  Ehe  lUaHs,  eoIuhI  ihcr  dlcdi,  >ad 
loBtf  itv  gQ4  ov«f  lFi«  p4<!k««  I  buE  iFiv  hrc  wu  to  ^c4vy,  ihii]  1>ipy  werv  j»on 
drii-Gn  Oct  Bcfiia.  «Ltb  c^i»ilcnblc  Iwu ;  xnrl  ihc}  rrtrCAivd  prcciptuieljr 
tonania  HbUooJicLd.  Tbc  cnmtij'^  Uk^  utijimiiL>  lu  fine  liEEi^cmiJittbtmie], 
Chna  CBptain*>  f^^r  laiultnant*^  av\  (inr  tvmity  kilJod ;  and  Ccunt  Donoft, 
U*  bdc>4fr-tt«jar,  «  »pUiii,  lieuKoBciL  and  upwards  of  H*iat|r  boA-oomBiiv 
Mttcd  tiActn  and  prfvMo  ivoundcd  tn'l  taken  piiioncrt,  W«  mic  alto  Ici- 
fqf  il.  Ibal  tewk]  vagorrt  are  ralcfu.  The  l-ol<:>rkel  prafntM  ta  ivnd  Ibe 
Tw4ed  eficoa  tu  BurUDflcn,  He  iUq  cnjoina  mc  t^  tell  your  Kxcfllcnc)', 
thai  hMft  oAc«r^  and  mm  bohavc^  irillt  tbc  jfrcatctl  btuwry.  Tbv  jtciiDO 
UffM  lortf  mtnuiVB." 

Tbc  HT"r —  «ftf»w<d  to  a  Ion  of  foar  hudrvd  and  two  billed  ud 
voudcA.  flf  wboB  UrcBty^h  wen  dfltccn. 

Cowil  Uonflp  dM  of  hik  vMiadL  l1ih«  dayt  kUet  thv  act  ton,  at  a  houu  n«ar 
lbs  foft.  A  abort  tune  l^cftire  hi>  de«[b,  he  mid  ec  Monsieur  Dupl^kU,  a 
Fiwfc  oficar,  irbv  n:iittnL!>  Attfuded  Htn  in  hj^  iltnvn :  "  It  it  finUbini:  « 
Bobt»  ««ft«T  early ;  I  die  the  ru-Tiin  nf  my  afn^i[kln  Lud  of  tht  avanrp  nf  my 
■a«fPelpk''-CbuUl]in'i  7>««vJ^.  td.  L.  p.  »M.  TbLi  wu  laid  Id  Chaj-tallu 
■bd  Laftyctte  by  Dvploob  hlnivtl.  wbcn  ther  ^ftcrwAni^  yjaJioi  tbc  ipot  to- 
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returned  to  Philadelphia-  I  have  written  to  Colonel 
Greene,  that  the  prisoners  must  be  immediately  sent 
from  his  post ;  and  Mr,  Clymcr  a  deputy  under  Mr, 
Boiidinotj  will  set  out  to-morrow  morning  to  make  a 
proper  disposition  of  them/ 

getber.  C<puni  Donoti  «u  muldciBd  >  gilUai  and  vnloible  oltccr.  The 
lonificiliQn  Al  Rtd  Ruiik  wan  i-4llei!  r«t  Mrterr, 

The  npva]  farE  af  (he  Aclion  i*  Lhu«  <lcHcrlbc4  b<r  Commodorr  HaKlwood. 
"  Wliilr  Lfaf  fori  at  Riii  Itaiik  W4>  alUfk«9.  Ibr  Au£udU  ai  siity-rain  cltti, 
ihi-  kMto^cli  of  lortj.four,  rwo  fngafn,  Ihr  Mrdin  nf  dgtitfvri  ^v\%,  and  « 
K*I|ey,  ctrac  up  Ihroueh  the  lower  chc^fciu-Jc-Wie,  «id  wam  att«ckf*l  t^  *« 
fluqtiu):  LiiiLciicji  tnd  saoic  of  tlic  i;a]lcr>,  wlutc  tUc  rent  vl  iIie  |:illcy»  wen 
lljinkinu  rhe  pnrniyH  ihii  wpw  ■Hac^kinfi  Iht;  ffttt,  Thwr  gaKey*  dW  muth 
ntmtLon.  As  soon  ke  The  cdeiny^  Acrv  rcpulird  HE  the  fart,  thflHhipi  [Oclobei 
i^dl.  finding  w  hoi  a  Art.  ^ndcavon'^l  To  full  iJomh.  t>u1  iLc  Aut^^^U  4ijd  Mer- 
lin wrrc  groimrlcd  I^aTfy  ch?  ^llc^^t  nrni  loiiing  Tiaiirn«f  i<tick«([  rhrm,  and 
ftfi  iDCCUftFiL  liK  vu  kcpL  Li^.  Abuul  ctc^rn  a'clock  1  hcU«vc  cne  ol  our  khot 
icl  the  AugusUk  OD  fin,  nod  iit  twelve  «]ic  Irlcw  u|>.  lidii^  ii|:T»uud,  The  cii- 
£iig*ttjtnl  Cf»ntifluc<l  wiTh  Ihe  arh"  *hfi>s.  and  J>t  Thrw  m  the  iflernoflfl  the 
Mfirlin  wc  Ihink  aLgo  took  hn  and  blrw  up.  Then  the  firing  ccatcil  on  both 
sidvf.  The  Rtx'buL'k  drup^fd  down  lo  ibe  Ttjvvi  chovAUL-rlc-rri)?  «id  vtiLl 
chitmgh.  ^'nterday  I  \reiit  down  to  Ihe  wrpcki,  and  found  Ihai  the  guru  cd 
both  ihipa  might  be  got  oitt»  if  ihe  rneiny't  shIpA  can  be  kept  tt  ■  proptt  di^^ 
tance.  WchrQuchi  ofT  (vro  twenly'fuur  poiittdera,  and  u  hvh  u  ijuuibk  I 
■hull  rndrtivoi  \£\  jjci  the  rttt"— ^.V,  f^IUr,  nrToT»er  2Glh. 

Commodore  llazelvood  aTifi  ccfApTaiqeil  of  hi«  dclidencf  of  nieii,  "The 
Acrl  11  Duw  bo  poorly  iDAnncd,"  he  »ajd.  "(md  tbe  u^nsiwit  try  frocn  Fort 
Mifntn  it  to  ^ard  chAl  po^l,}  Thai  I  knnw  not  hov  Ir>  tcl  nllhauf  raore  witi- 
flnce."  There  h*d  h«ii  numerous  debertiunt  from  the  fleei,  pnrtieuWly  from 
the  tcihcU  beloii^iiL^  Id  PcimayUA-uia,  Colonel  Smilh  had  wrillcn  nunie  lime 
JirfTire-  "Sr>  tjpnsfal  o  rlisCimTenT  and  panic  mn  Ihronjh  that  pari  of  rhr  fltfJ, 
thai  neilher  ofheen  nor  men  cun  he  t^nlidrd  in.  Tb'J'  rtinfrive  (he  mer  is 
lovt,  if  the  mcmv  gct^  postcs-^ion  of  Billirkg^^'Oit.  NctchlutS  f^n  tonvliue  ihcia 
of  rhr  r-nnrrnry,  tnd  I  im  prrTiindpil.  thnE.  at  «oon  a«  that  fori  it  i&keti.  almoil 
ttll  Ihe  Heet  will  detert.  Indeedn  from  Ibeir  diHpa<llion  X  am  induced  <o  believe 
they  will  openly  3vl>a  [hcmsvlvck  and  Jciert,  (jtTicerf  wtth  tlicir  trciAa,  arid  i>er- 
hapit  wilh  iheiT  galley  t.  which  has  been  the  ciae  ^tlh  iwn," — OctobfT  ad, 

'  "t  heartily  congnlnlaie  yoti  upon  thin  happy  ev-nl,  and  beg  you  «n!] 
accvpi  my  moiI  pArtkuW  (hankt.  and  piesfni  the  ^Jtmo  to  your  whole  i^amwn. 
both  officer  and  m^n.  AuqTt  them,  that  their  ^lltniry  and  good  l>ehavicr 
meet  bf  wamebt  approbkjtioa-  All  ihe  pnionett  should  be  immediacely  re* 
mi^vcd  Id  a  dtklan[:e  from  jfoui  pott,  toiorac  convciijenl  And  uifc  |>Un.      I  *u 


>:77] 


GEORGE  H^ASM/J^rOTOI^'^. 


'39 


I 


II  givtts  me  jjrwit  concern  to  inform  Congress,  that, 
after  all  my  exertions,  wc  are  still  in  a  distressed  atu- 
ation  for  want  of  blankets  and  shoes.  At  this  time  no 
inconsiderablr  pan  of  our  force  is  incapable  of  acting, 
through  the  deficiency  of  the  latter ;  and  I  fear,  with- 
out wc  can  be  relieved,  it  will  be  the  case  with  two* 
thirds  of  the  army  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  am 
and  have  been  waiting  with  the  most  anxious  impa* 
ticDCc  for  a  confirmation  of  General  Burgoyne's  surren- 
der. I  have  received  no  further  intelligence  respecting 
it  except  vague  report,  than  the  first  account,  which 
came  to  hand  so  long  ago  as  Saturday  morning.  If 
Congress  have  had  authentic  advices  about  it,  I  wish  to 
be  favored  with  them.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

aonsr  jma  have  ibouctit  od  wiKliiig  the  afficcn  xo  Bailingion,  as  tfacf  vcnld  be 
iBii»hlBdoI  Vfsareef  1,1  XhMX  pLiLce,  tiui  ol^I  b«  U1i«a  idhJ  cartied  off  t-y  tile 
CDcmy  Tilh  the  crealc^  e««c,  IcboioliJiIcljr  ori  ihe  rctcipi  oi  iHm,  yuit  wiil  be 
|^*ft^  Id  kftvc  ill  ihr  priMxim  bLich  ofliircn  and  difh  cnnvcycd  lo  MoiTEsToHn. 
TW  m«ib4«d  ni  ht  ftc«aEnnio<laCeil  in  tb«  hotpiUk  theiv  and  in  it«  neighbor- 
hood. Cwnl  DoDQp  ia  iHrliculu  »  a  ni*n  of  impoiuntc.  and  cugbt  by  &1I 
Kfaai  u»  be  liken  Uie  oL"—  M^tfj^Aiw^nr  ta  C*i.  CAfiitvpfker  Gnrmt.  £4  OclO- 

*  "  PnadamatiDD  tiy  hU  Excdtencr  ncoij^c  Wathiugiun,  CuBimAt;d<t<iit-chief 
ql  Ibv  Fonva  dl  the  IJnilcd  SiJim  vif  Aiiirrii:)i,'^WTirrr:u  sniiitrv  HolflfcrE  lir- 
(o  t^  ■rmm  of  ihf  aid  i^UTft  bkYc  d^eit^d  Jmtn  ih«  mne ;  thnc  m 
kooT*  *o  a]]  t^MV,  wha  tkkvc  to  ofludrd,  Aiid  «ho  ihall  leturo  19 
fOpocUiv  corpi.  of  larrcndPF  th^msctt^s  10  the  odiccn  appojnlKl  10  TV- 
mnuu  lod  dc«#it«n  in  thdr  tcvcnl  M^Tr^  cr  (o  in^  CoatiixeqEil  rom- 
oficer.  bcfcvc  ihc  fir>|  <[dy  of  jkaaitry  next,  ihil  tliey  th&ll  abtjtin  a 
fmr  pardvA  ;— And  t  tti  funlier  J«-Ur>;  imll  nmh  tilntinjitF  olfvadenf 
«•  do  aot  aiaJ  Jh*fn«rli»  df  the  iiftdijgenr*  hi^irhy  offrr»d,  ihat  tb*y  mvf 
dt^dd,  vWb  appn4»ridc*l  r  *>n  beip^j  proftcculed  «rilh  the  uinioM  rl|FOF«  and 
Mfertns  tbc  poniiluikaki  jiuUj  due  lo  crima  cd  iitcli  eaormiiy.  Lot  ilic  liu^ 
ti  Weaf  Ing  pftal«hn«al.  by  Rnainio^  un(1i>.ccivared.  thould  ttinpi  nny  Eo  rsjeft 
Ac  tnvt  oo  IkU  out  to  thfm,  tbcy  may  be  nuurcd.  that  ihc  mttnt  irlTcdiul 
■i^mtt  «DI  bt  ponacd  in  vi«ry  State  far  ApprchfrDdJna  and  bhiiEiiiE  th«m 
I*  •  ip**^  Ifial"— D«ttd  OcTober  I4(h.  lh»  prwlaiDBiioTi  wii  )Hurd  la 
abedknce  Bo  a  tcM(*e  by  Con^rcai.. 
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TO    BBIGATMER-GRNERAL    KORMAN- 

Dear  Sir,  as  octou^:?:. 

My  Letter  of  the  21st  Inst,  (which  I  hope  has  got 
safe  to  your  hands)  would  amply  convey  to  you  my 
Ideas  of  the  Importance  of  Red  Bank,  and  leaves 
me  little  to  add  on  that  head,  saving,  that  the  more 
it  is  considered,  the  more  essential  it  appears,  to  use 
every  possible  me^ns  for  its  preservation. 

The  late  cliecit  which  tlie  Enemy  met  with,  in  at- 
tempting to  storm  the  Fort  at  th^t  place  is  a  most 
fortunate  event ;  but  I  am  far  from  conceiving  that 
it  will  deter  them  from  endeavoring  by  slower,  and 
more  effectual  means,  to  possess  themselves  of  iL— 
To  make  themselves  perfect  masters  of  the  River 
and  the  defences  of  the  Chevcaux  de  Frieze  it  is 
essential  tn  them  lo  occupy  that  spot  It  is  equally 
essential  to  us  to  disappoint  them,  by  every  exertion 
in  our  power;  I  wish  therefore,  most  ardently,  to 
hear  of  your  being  in  the  neighborhood  with  a  re- 
spectable body  of  Militia,  as  the  preservation  of 
these  Forts  will^  in  the  judgment  of  most  men.  rid 
Phild.  of  their  present  guests,  and  Jersey  of  the 
disagreeable  Situation  of  being  between  two  Fires; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Enemy  will 
remain  long  quiet  after  having  once  established 
themselves  in  the  City — Jersey  must  then  aJTord 
them  supplies,  be  ravaged  with  Impunity  from  a  force 
constantly  kept  for  protection  of  the  Inh^itants — 
how  burthensome  this  will  be.  let  the  people  them- 
selves judge, 
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Colo.  Grccn  who  commands  at  Red  bank  seems  to 
apprehend  nothing  from  a  storm,  but  ever>'  thing 
from  an  Investiture,  as  the  work  is  contracted  and 
unprovided  with  the  smallest  defencr  against  shells, 
which  would  drive  them  out  Immediately.  A  siege 
therefore  must  be  prevented — and  this  can  not  be 
prevented  without  ihc  assistance  of  your  Militia — 1 
am  too  well  acquainted  with  your  activity  and  zeal 
to  add  more  on  this  head,  and  therefore  conclude 
urith  fitrong   aiL*Lurancf^s  of  being   Dr.  Sir,  &c. 


I 


dRCULAK   TO    PULASKI    AND    COLONELS   OF    HORSK. 

I  am  sorr)'  to  find  that  the  liberty  I  granted  lo  the 
light  dragoons  of  impressing  horses  near  the  enemy  s 
lines  has  been  most  horribly  abused  and  perverted 
into  a  mere  plundering  scheme.  I  intended  nothing 
more  than  that  the  horses  belonging  to  the  disatTected 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  British  Army,  should  be 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  dismounted  dragoons,  and 
expected,  that  they  would  be  regularly  reported  to 
the  Quarter  Master  General,  that  an  account  might 
be  kept  of  the  number  and  the  persons  from  whom 
they  were  taken,  in  order  to  a  future  settlement. 
— Instead  of  this  1  am  informed  that  under  pretence 
of  the  authority  derived  from  me,  they  go  about  the 
counir>'  plundering  whomsoever  they  are  i^leased  lo 
denominate  torics,  ard  converting  what  they  get  to 
their  own  private  profit  and  emolument  This  is  an 
abuse  that  cannot  be  tolerated  :  and  as  1  find  the 
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license  allowed  them,  has  been  made  a  sanction  for 
such  mischievous  practices,  I  am  under  the  necessity' 
of  recalling  it  altogether.  You  will  therefore  imme- 
diately make  it  known  to  your  whole  corps,  that  the>' 
are  not  under  any  pretence  whatever  to  meddle  with 
the  horses  or  other  propertj*  of  any  inhabitant  what- 
ever on  pain  of  the  severest  punishment,  for  they 
may  be  assured  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  me  that 
military  execution  will  attend  all  those  who  arc 
caught  in  the  like  practice  hereafter 

The  more  effectually  to  put  it  out  of  their  power 
to  elude  this  prohibition,  all  the  horses  in  your  corps, 
in  the  use  of  the  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  not  already  stamped  with  the  Continental 
brand  are  without  loss  of  time  to  be  brought  to  the 
Qr  Master  General  to  receive  thai  brand ;  and 
henceforth  if  any  of  them  shall  be  found  with  horses 
that  are  without  it  they  shall  be  tried  for  marauding 
and  disobedience  of  orders, 

I  am  fully  confident,  you  will  be  equally  disposed 
with  me  to  reprobate  and  abolish  the  practice  com- 
plained of ;  and  will  adopt  tiie  strictest  measures  to 
fulfil  the  inlcntion  of  this  letter,  and  prevent  its  con- 
tinuance in  future,     I  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    POTNaM. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hav4T  your  favor  of  the  20th.  enclosing  a  copy  of 
General  Burgoyne's  capitulation,  which  was  the  first 
authentic  intelligence  1  received  of  the  affair.  Indeed 
I  began   to  grow  uneasy  and  almost  to  suspect  that 
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the  first  accounts  you  transmitted  to  me  were  prema- 
ture. As  1  have  not  received  a  single  line  from 
General  Gaie^,  1  do  not  know  what  steps  he  is  taking 
with  the  army  under  hb  command,  and  therefore 
cannot  advise  what  is  most  proper  to  be  done  in  your 
quarter.  But  I  should  think,  if  a  junction  of  your 
forces  was  formed^  part  to  proceed  down  upon  one 
side  of  ihc  river  and  part  upon  the  other,  that  Sir 
Henr)*  Clinton  would  be  obliged  to  retreat  immedi- 
ately before  you;  or  if  he  suffered  you  to  get 
between  him  and  New  York,  you  perhaps  might  in 
its  weak  state  get  into  the  city.  I  mention  this 
merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  taking  it  for  granted 
you  will  pursue  the  mo<it  proper  and  efTicaciotts 
measure.  Whatever  may  be  determined  upon.  I  beg 
it  may  be  constantly  communicated  to  me,  as  the 
operations  of  this  army  may  depend  much  upon  the 
situation  of  yours.     •     •     •     I  am,  dear  Sir,  Sec 


CALL   rOR    A   COUrfCtL    or   OFrlCKttii. 

HijU^-QvAftTtiLi,  «6  October,  tTTT- 

Ynq  vill.  very  thonlf^  br  flailed  to  fl  coiincil  of  War,  when 
ycnir  wntimrrtH  cin  Ehr  fullcwing  quntinns  will  he  AHkcd. 

»t.  Whether  it  vill  be  pmdcnt  ia  our  present  circumstutcc*. 
ukd  Mrwgth,  to  4tt«mpi  by  t  Gea«T^  Attack  to  dislodge  the 
Bacny  ;  and  if  it  isr  i^d  wc  unsucces^sful,  wliere  wc  retreat  to? 

fl^  If  such  Jn  attack  should  not  be  thuLighi  digiblr.  tvhai  gcn- 
<nl  diipositioci  of  the  Anoy  hod  bc&i  take  place  till  the  v^cxhcr 
forces  tis  from  the  Field  \ 

3d,  Wher«  and  in  whir  ni^nner^  tuppo^ing  th«  Enemy  10  keep 
pouckwn  of  PliiladelpSiijt.  had  [he  Cuatiaental  Troops  best  be 
CutoDcd  after  ihcy  cjui  uo  lonRer  keep  the  Field  ^ 

4tb,  What  roei4urci  can  be  adopted  to  cover  the  country  near 
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the  City,  and  prevent  the  EDemy  from  drawing  Supplies  there- 
from during  the  M'inWT  } 

5lh,  Will  ihe  Office  of  Inspeclor  OcdctrI  lo  our  Army,  for  ihc 
purpose  principally,  of  cslablishing  one  uniform  set  of  Manauvrcs. 
and  nmniial  be  advisable,  as  the  time  of  the  Adjutant  General 
tfremi  lo  be  cov^lly  engaged  with  other  business? 

Cth,  Sliivuld  RcgimcDldl  piomution  c&icud  only  to  Captaiiu 
lndii»ivcly,  Of  that  crf  the   Majority? 

7th,  Will  it  be  coniiistent  with  propnely  jtnd  good  policy  to  fillow 
Soldiers  Ihe  rev,'ard  offered  to  others  for  apprehending  Dctencrt  F 

6ili,  'rheCnmmia^riesConkpUinmg  of  ilit  mimlter,  anddisprt^- 
portton  of  the  Rations  which  arc  b^ucd  to  the  Troops,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  the  advanced  price  of  all  kinds  of  Spirits,  owing  to 
the  Imposilior  of  the  Stiilcrs  tipon  the  Soldiery,  what  rcgittatioTi, 
aj>d  Remedy  can  he  applied  to  rectify  the  one,  and  prevent  the 
Other?    lam.  Sir,  &c' 

^  The  Ccrandl  of  Wv  wat  hckl  01  (he  3gth,  und  WjntMngton  laid  Ixfore  it  < 
genitnlacciTinCnr  [hesiTaitfjan,  Blotting  rhe  strrn^lb  of  Ihe  lun  Arnnf-^atfAllovi' 
That  the  Lro<^  uiuia  Sir  WilUani  Hvwe  pnont  lail  lit  for  dttiy  ameudlrd, 
accDiding  to  Lhc  bot  intclligrncc  he  lould  oblaJri,  lo  IrD  thouunJ  nnK  &^d 
ftJt,  lUifanH  BE  P^ilndplphia  nnil  in  ii«  immciliiTf  incrnliy;  Hntl  ihjil  ilie  lofce 
under  hla  vomntftnJ,  pTHent  ud  fi  lor  dut^,  vu  eigbi  thoLUmd  ihi »  bundK-l 
ind  ihirlcfn  ConlJiicjilnl  Iroop^,  niul  iwn  ihmuKtni  «cv en  liuiidiEiliuiiltcvenlea] 
mihlLi,  Ther?  wcrc^  iri  sdilirioM,  5»<  himdrrd  Jiml  firiy  Cuntmfnlvl  Ironpt  il 
R«d  Dank  and  Fori  Mif^m.  and  a  drlichnieni  <A  thfce  hvndrtfci  rnfliCiA  ep 
tbdr  ivay  lo  ictuJi^i^  'Ch.'A^  po^ta,  A  bod^  of  6>e  hundred  njilllia  luidei  Gen- 
end  Poller  was  likpw1»  on  Ihp  other  tiip  of  llip  Sfrhayl^tlll.  l^htt  wu  hit 
whol&  foK*,  and  it  *Lit  lik*ly  «om  10  sailer  a  dlmlnutum  0!  nineteen  hundred 
and  cif'htT'iiiii  ^ililia.  b>  Uie  ciLpintliiii  of  (he  term  of  iicrvicc  foi  wluih  (huv 
frcim  MaryUnrl  tnri  Virgmin  llail  b«en  rn^p^rrr 

Th*  decidon  of  theCoundl  i>n  the  Genenra  tjatilibn*  wai: 

I.  It  W4t  not  AdvtMiblc  X'y  make  ait  alt4ck  upon  PbiJldclfrhla. 

fl.  The  urmy  ^hoicld  mke  ■  podilon  tct  ihc  left  of  in  preiciii  aiftTlan.  and  the 
gutfiODf  lT  Red  BaiiU  uid  Fori  MitHin  iliouli  be  teinfamc). 

5  and  4,  Deferred.  IL  »«*  decided  iZmL  lAcntj  rcgiwenl*  alDDld  bc  dimiirB 
fnini  ihR  nortbern  army. 

Jj  Such  in  (iHice>  wa^  ajivinablf,  Chf  nunual  or  ni^laLionii  to  tie  fial  a^raed 
upoaby  theconiinAnder-in-cliicf  oraboardof  oflliixTi  appointed  fw  that  pviixjK^ 

6,  rtnniatian&  ihould  be  rvglmmial  u  high  M  CapriJn*  iDdailvdj.  All 
(mm  that  f*iik,  in  Ihe  Uiie  ol  tlie  Slate. 

y.  Tlic  icwatd  xhcvJd  bc  aUvwed. 

ft,  t>rfrrrcd. 
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TO    FRAXaS    HOPKINSOX   AND  JOHN    WHARTON.  OP  THfi 
NAVY    DOARXX' 

Gentlemen.  %myMx  roa.>,  n  Octob«.  tm- 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  evil,  that  may  arise 
from  the  enemy's  possessing  thcmsdvcs  of  our  un- 
finished frigates  up  the  Delaware,  the  more  convinced 
I  am  of  the  indispensable  obligation  we  arc  under  to 
prevent  it  effectually.  If  rto  other  method  could  be 
devised,  I  should  be  for  absolutely  burning  them  ; 
but  scutthng  and  sinking  them,  with  or  without  bal- 
last, as  those,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the 
difficulties  of  raising  them  in  either  state  at  this 
season,  may  determine,  will  in  my  judgment  answer 
the  end.  We  all  know  that  the  enemy  have  made 
one  vigorous  (though  unsuccessful)  cfTort  to  dispos- 
sess lis  of  our  forts,  and  drive  off  our  vessels,  which 
defend  the  chcvaux-de-frise  in  the  river;  we  know, 
also,  that,  besides  having  the  Delaware  frigate,  they 
are  hu-sily  employed  in  preparing  two  other  large 
armed  vessels  at  the  city.  If,  in  addition  to  these, 
they  should  by  surprise  or  force  obtain  the  frigates 
above  Bordcntown,  and  bring  the  whole  in  aid  of 
their  ships  in  a  general  attack  upon  our  little  fleet 
(thus  surrounded)  we  may,  but  loo  easily  without  the 
spirit  of  divination,  foirelel!  the  consequences-  Their 
destruction  will  be  certain  and  inevitable. 

At  present  these  frigates  are  of  no  use  to  us.  while 
the  hands  arc  greatly  wanted.     Considered  therefore 

'  Wh«  the  CoogRVK  rflirHl  fmon  fhiladflphi*  tA  Vork,  rhe  Sny  fioaRl 
ita aLicd  bcblcd,  aad  coaQnued  cluelly  At  Bcpdeatowa  in  N«v  Jenef.  vWt 
ihdi  fecrrico  cnki  be  oii^rr  iuKnc<lla[cl/  Kiiilcrtil  la  munjic^'W  ^c  cockccnu  of 
(b*  C«aCiiWlUl  Iblpficijj  in  the  [JeUivm. 
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in  this  pnint  of  view  simply,  the  measure  proposed. 
In  my  opinion,  is  highly  expedient;  and  under  the 
prevailing  sentimcntp  that  the  enemy  cannot  hold 
Philadelphia,  unless  their  shipping  get  up,  it  appears 
absolutely  necessarj\  The  fatal  consequences, which 
may  result  from  suffering  tlic  frigates  to  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  are  too  ohvioua  to  need  more  argu- 
ments to  prove  them ;  and  when  it  is  considered  of 
how  little  importance  they  arc  to  us  in  their  present 
situation,  prudence  requires  that  they  should  be  so 
disposed  of  as  to  be  hereafter  useful,  and  put  out  of 
the  way  of  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy  or  being 
rendered  serviceable  to  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  take  the  hbcrty  of  delivering  it 
as  my  clear  opinion,  that  the  frigates  ought  to  be 
immediately  and  with  the  utmost  secrecy  sunk,  either 
with  or  without  ballast,  (so  as  to  make  it  next  to 
impossible  to  raise  them,  without  men's  diving  either 
to  unlade  or  fix  their  purchases,)  and  that  their  crews 
should  be  sent  down  to  the  fleet  below,  where  sailors 
are  exceedingly  wanted/  If  I  have  stepped  out  of 
tile  line  of  my  duty  to  make  this  request,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  excuse  it  when  1  add,  that  the  good 
of  the  service*  not  only  in  my  judgment  but  in 
that  of  others,  absolutely  requires  it  to  be  carried  into 
execution.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

■  CoDgKss  intvTf«T«J,  uiit!  ilirfidcd  thai  iHe  frigntw  be  li^hlcaed  ■«  mvdi  tt 
pOuflil«,  "aniL  ciLlicr  ran  iiili,?  some  nljmccriL  crccL  or  Tiaukik  u  high  apoD 
HhOK  a<  najr  be  wilbotil  balliuf,  ind  a  bairr^ry  con^Trucrpd  wilh  Ih?  guns  al  The 
Wathiii£ton  oa  tho  mnst  c4>D*cni«il  pouoii  to  covtr  the  frigitn  ftan  ibe 
ear^my  ,  (hcl  tlic  fngulca  aljgulU  be  dmi^v^l  ^iujtciIt  with  i^oibiui^fbles,  And 
X  cu«ful  mteh  emplo)ri?c1  under  a  vifiUBl  of&cct  la  bum  them  nihcr  thin 
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TO     LANDON    CARTER, 

pRilJioELPBii  CooNTV,  Vj  Octobcf,  IT77- 

Dear  Sm, 

Acc^rpt  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  sollicitude  on 
my  Acct. — and  for  ye  good  a<Ivice  contained  in  your 
little  paper  of  the  27th  Ulto. — at  the  same  time  tliat 
I  assure  you,  that  It  is  not  my  wish  to  avoid  any 
danger  which  dutj'  requires  me  to  encounter.  I  can 
as  confidently  add,  that  it  ts  not  my  intention  to  run 
vnneccHsar)'  rtsques — In  the  Instance  given  by  you, 
I  was  acting  precisely  m  the  line  of  my  duty,  but  not 
in  the  dangerous  situation  you  have  been  led  to 
believe. — I  was  reconnoitring,  but  I  had  a  strong 
party  of  Horse  with  me. — I  was,  as  (I  afterwards 
found)  in  a  disatfcctcd  House  at  t]ie  head  of  EIlc,  but 
I  was  equally  guarded  agt,  friend  and  Foe. — tlie 
information  of  danger  then,  came  not  from  me. 

So  many  accts.  have  been  published  of  the  battle 
of  brandy  wine,  that  nothing  more  can  be  said  of  it — 
the  subsequent  Ingagement  on  the  4th  Instt.  had 
every  appearartce  (after  a  hot  contest  of  two  hours 
and  forty  minutes)  of  a  glorious  decision  ;  but  after 
driving  the  Enemy  from  their  Incampment^possess- 


Ibcn  to  itSi  laio  ihr  huids  of  ;fae  flimnj  ;  nrd  l^t  tlus  thouM  fail,  that 

Tiombef  <J   Lm&II  fnll  thoutd  be  tank  m  t\\t*  rhinhrl  Hrlr>vr  ih^ 

cCccIuaIIt  Co  ^itnlruci  the  ciiccnj  fr<im  muvEnj*  itiera  down  Uie  rim  if 

[ifcqrdnvld  ^n*'^  1°  U*^"  fH^<»*^*<"i(in  or  lEirrm.  iiid  a  butler)'  tictonMnmcdln 

MMt  cnninniinr  iD»fin«f  i«  cor«r  ih*  i^lHimcEinnH  nnd  |>iTvriiT  the  chfinjr 

fnMvUf  flicv  i  (hftl  kU  ihfl  TCHclsol  Bhatarcr  kind  ihoitld  be  no  upfti 

ftborv*  ili«  bUtcrlH  ftfarruUI  »  poutbk.  inil  Lhc  mnl  cfloclual  ptKiu- 

fTMK  4  NoTimUi.  1777-     A  oopr  oE  thu  tc*o1u(i»n  yru>  unl  E«  WuUnglon 
fcr  fall  >fppiof«U  Aibd  ii  contMcrad  tn  hb  leilirrof  Knvrtnt>cr  intb. 
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ing  their  ground — and  being,  as  we  thought,  upon 
the  point  of  grasping  victory,  xt  was  snatched  from  us 
by  means  altogether  unaccountable,  excepting  that  a 
very  heavy  atmosphere^  aided  by  the  smoke  from 
Field  pieces  and  Small  arms  rendered  it  impossible, 
at  times,  to  distinguish  friend  from  Foe  at  the  dis- 
tance of  30  yards,  which  caused  our  Men,  I  believe, 
to  take  fright  at  each  other.  Since  that  the  Enemy 
have  retired  to  Phila-,  where  they  have  been  strength* 
ening  themselves  as  much  as  possible^  whiUc  we 
hover  round  to  cut  of  their  Supplies* 

The  Enemy  are  exerting  their  utmost  skill,  to 
reduce  the  Forts  constructed  for  the  defence  of  the 
Chcvcaux  dc  friesc  in  Delaware,  and  to  drive  of  our 
little  Fleet,  employed  in  aid  of  them. — On  the  23d 
Inst.  Count  Donop,  a  Hessian  Officer  of  Rank*  & 
great  Military  Abilities,  with  1200  of  his  Countrymen 
undertook  to  storm  one  of  these  Works  (called  Fort 
Mercer  at  Red  bank  on  the  Jersey  shore)  when  him- 
self and  about  400  others  were  killed  and  wounded — 
between  two  and  three  hundred  were  left  slain,  and 
badly  wounded  on  the  spot — the  rest  got  of  with  their 
retreating  brethren,  who  made  the  best  of  their  way 
to  Phila. — the  Count  is  among  the  Wounded — sup- 
posed Mortally. 

The  next  day,  several  of  the  Enemy's  Ships,  having 
passed  the  lower  Cheveaux  de  friese.  aided  by  their 
Land  Batteries,  began  a  most  tremendous  cannonade 
upon  Fort  MifTlin  (on  an  Island  near  the  Pennsylvania 
shore)  and  on  our  Armed  vessels  adjoining,  which 
continued  Six  hours  without  Intermission  :  and  ended 
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in  the  destruction  of  two  of  ihe  Enemy's  Ships  of 
War— one,  a  Sixty  four  gun  Ship — the  other  18 — 
Our  damage  on  both  these  occasions  was  inconsidera- 
ble— in  the  Attack  on  Fort  Mercer  wc  had  abt.  30 
Men  killed  and  wounded — at  Fort  MifDin,  and  the 
Ships,  lc53.  The  possession  of  these  defences  is  of 
sueh  essential  Importance  to  the  Enemy  th^t  they  are 
leaving  no  stone  unturned  to  succeed — we  are  doing 
what  we  can  (under  many  disadvantages)  to  disap- 
point them. 

The  great  and  important  event  to  the  Northward 
— of  which  no  doubt  you  have  heard — inust  be 
attended  with  the  most  fortunate  consequences.  It 
has  caused  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  expedition  from  New 
York,  in  aid  of  Bui^yne  ta  end  in  (something  more 
than  smoke  indeed)  burning  of  Mills,  Gentlemen's 
Seats>  and  the  Villages  near  th^  Water !  an  evident 
proof  of  their  despair  of  carrying  their  diabolical 
designs  into  execution. — My  Inclination  leads  me  10 
give  you  a  more  minute  detail  of  the  Situation  of  our 
Army,  but  prudence  forbids,  as  Letters  are  subject  to 
too  many  Miscarriages. — My  best  respects  attends  the 
good  family  at  Sabine  Hall  Neighbours  at  Mount 
Air^',  &c,  &  with  AfTecte.  regard  1  remain,  Dr-  Sir. 

P.  S.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  excuse  this 
scratched  scrawl,  when  I  assure  you  it  is  with  difli- 
culiy  I  write  at  all. 

I  have  this  Instant  received  an  acct  of  the  Prison- 
ers taken  by  the  Northern  Army  (Including  Tories 
in  arms  agt  us)  in  the  course  of  the  Campaign — 
this  singular  Instance  of  Providence,  and  our  good 


■so 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


ti777 


fortune  under  it  exhibits  a  striking  proof  of  the 
advantages  which  result  from  unanimity  &  a  spirited 
conduct  in  the  Militia — the  Northern  army  before 
the  surrender  of  Genl.  Gates  was  reenforceil  hy 
upwards  of  12000  Militia  who  shut  the  only  door  by 
which  Burgoync  could  Retreat,  and  cut  of  all  his 
supplies. — How  different  our  case  ! — the  disaffection 
of  great  part  of  the  (nhabitants  of  this  Smte — the 
languor  of  others  &  internal  distraction  of  the  whole, 
have  been  among  the  great  and  insuperable  difiicul- 
tica  I  have  met  with,  and  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  my  embarrassment  this  Campaign, — but  enough  ! 
I  do  not  mean  to  complain,  I  Halter  myself  thai  a 
Superintending  Providence  is  ordering  every  thing 
for  the  best — and  that,  in  due  time,  all  will  end  well. 
— that  it  may  do  so,  and  soon,  is  the  most  fervent 
wish  of  &c. 

BftOih 344> 

PorvigDan                        .               •       «       ,        .       ^        .      ttg^ 
CviAdUni iioo 

ST40 

Cent,  BuTgoyneHir^  ^Aff  tm^rig  vhlf h  ar6  Membert  of  Parli«- 

Skkjuiil  Wqiui'M 596 

f  rJinnpTt  of  War  heftire  Surrenclrr  .         .         ,        4on 

1010 

Killvd  oaJ  lukrii  ftl  Bcnuinfitoa i3>o 

Dftto  between  (he  17th  S^pl-  turl  tli£  iSfh  Odaliw   .        .  6ft> 

ilsa 

Tftluo  at  TyconJcro^n 413 

KlU^  In  CcdI  lIcrlErmm  AcHon     ...,.,.  300 

DcAcrlcn 900 

Indians,  Driven,  Sirtltn  &c  EtccpteJ. 
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At  fieniuogtoti     .        .       ,       . 

No. 

3     . 
3 

Wt. 
13  FouDd«n 
6        ' 

At  Fort  Scharlei .... 
At  the  Battle  of  Ibe  7th 

At  the  Capitnlatton 

3      , 

a    . 
3    . 
6    . 
3    . 
3 

13      . 

3 

6  and  4  Ro^tls 
13 
6 

"4 

T3 

6 

Howitz«z^ 

Hortan 

9    ■ 
a    , 
3    . 

3 
aixidi 

4S  enduding  4  Royals  49 
400  Sett  of  Harness  a  Number  of  Ammunidon  Waggons  Compleat, 


Ij^t  Dragoona   ......  as8 

Roj:  ArtiUeiy      ......  434 

Fint  Battn.  Marines      ....  315 

Second  Do 304 

Grenadien . 698 

LL  Infantry 650 

4th  Regiment  .......  395 

5th  Do. 384 

lOth  Do. 379 

i7lhDo. 313 

43d  Do. 397 

33d  Do. 3S3 

3Slh  Do 397 


aSthDo 370 

40th  Do.     ........  aBg 

44^  ^^- ^ 

4Sth  Do. 301 

47th  Do 333 

49th  Do 306 

S^dDo 391 

SSth  Do 304 

63d  Do.       ........  3B7 

64(h  Do.      ........  396 

65th  Do. 140 

7B09 


The  General  and  Regimental  Hospital  not  Includ- 
ing in  the  Above  Return  amounting  to  between  5 
and  600  Men,  Nor  according  to  the  said  Acct  are 
the  Staff  Officers  or  Women.' 


'  For  a  foil  copy  of  this  letter  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  John  5.  H.  Fo^,  ol 
Bofton. 
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to  lieutenant-colonel  alexander  hamiltok. 

Dear  Sik, 

It  having  been  judged  expediem  by  the  members 
of  a  council  of  war  held  yesterday,  that  one  of  the 
gcnllemen  of  my  family  shoidd  be  sent  to  General 
Gates,  in  order  to  lay  before  him  the  slate  of  this 
army  and  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  and  to  point 
out  to  him  the  many  happy  coniieqiiences,  that  will 
accrue  from  an  immediate  reinforcement  being  sent 
from  the  northern  army,  1  have  thought  proper  to 
appoint  you  iti  th;U  duty,  and  desire  that  you  will 
immediately  set  out  for  Albany,  at  which  place  or  in 
the  neighborhood,  I  imagine  you  will  find  General 
Gates. 

You  are  so  fully  acquainted  with  the  two  principal 
points  on  which  you  are  sent,  namely,  the  "  state  of 
our  army  and  the  situation  of  the  enemy/'  that  I 
shall  not  enlarge  on  these  heads.  What  you  arc 
chiefly  to  attend  to  is.  to  point  out  in  the  clearest  and 
fullest  manner  to  General  Gates  the  absolute  neces- 
sity that  there  is  for  his  detaching  a  very  considerable 
part  of  the  army,  at  present  under  his  command,  to 
the  reinforcemerl  of  this ;  a  measure  that  will  in  all 
probability  reduce  General  Howe  to  the  same  situa- 
tion in  which  General  Burgoync  now  is,  should  he 
attempt  to  remain  in  Philadelphia  without  being  able 
to  remove  the  obstructions  in  the  Delaware,  and 
opening  a  free  communication  with  his  shipping. 

The  force,  which  the  members  of  the  council  of 
war  judged  it  safe  and  expedient  to  draw  down  at 
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pnr!icnt»  are  the  three  New  Hampshire  and  fifteen 
Massachusetts  regiments,  with  Lee's  and  Jackson's, 
two  of  the  sixteen  additionals.  But  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  General  Gates  may  have  destined  part 
of  these  troops  to  the  reduction  of  Ticondcroga, 
should  the  enemy  not  have  evacuated  it,  or  to  the 
garrisoning  of  it,  if  they  should.  In  that  case,  the 
reinforcement  will  vary  according  to  circumstances; 
bill  if  possible  let  it  be  made  up  to  the  same  number 
out  of  other  corps.  If,  upon  your  meeting  with  Gen- 
eral Gates,  you  should  find  that  he  intends,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  his  success,  Id  employ  the  troops  under 
his  comtnand  upon  some  expedition,  by  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  the  common  cause  will  be  more  bene- 
fitted ihan  by  thrlr  being  sent  down  to  reinforce  this 
army,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  give  any  interruption  to 
the  plan.  But  if  he  should  have  nothing  more  in 
contemplation,  than  those  particular  objects,  which  I 
have  mentioned  to  you,  and  which  it  Js  unnecessary 
to  commit  to  paper,  in  that  case  you  are  to  inform 
him.  ihai  it  is  my  desire  that  the  reinforcements  be- 
fore mentioned,  or  such  part  of  them  as  can  be  safely 
spared,  be  immediately  put  in  march  to  join  this  army. 
I  have  understood,  that  General  Gates  has  already 
detached  Nixon's  and  Glover's  brigades  to  join  Gen- 
ersU  Putnam  ;  and  General  Dickinson  informs  me, 
thai  by  inielligence,  wliich  he  thinks  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  come  down  the 
river  with  his  whole  force.  If  this  he  a  fact,  you  arc 
to  desire  General  Putnam  to  send  the  two  brigades 
forward  with  the  greatest  expedition,  as  there  can  be 
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no  occasion  for  them  there:'  I  expect  you  will  meet 
Colonel  Morgan's  corps  upon  their  way  down:  if  you 
do,  let  them  know  how  essential  their  services  are  to 
uSf  and  desire  the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer,  to 
hasten  their  march,  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the 
heahh  of  the  men  after  their  late  fatigues.  Let  me 
hear  from  you  when  you  reach  the  North  River,  and 
upon  your  arrival  at  Albany.  I  wish  you  a  pleasant 
journey,  and  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR*GE?*ERAL  GATES- 


H£jU>-Qi;AJtTIULi,  MLAR  WjllTKlQAHMI.  15  UllfS  f KOU  FlttUU, 
OtTtobvr  30,  1777. 

Sir, 

By  this  opportunity  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  signal  success  of  the  army 
under  your  command,  in  compelling  General  Bur- 
goyne  and  hU  whole  force  to  surrender  ihemsfJvcs 
prisoners  of  war;  an  event  that  does  the  highest 
honor  to  the  American  arms,  and  whichi  1  hope,  will 
be  attended  with  the  most  extensive  and  happy  con* 

■  Tb«  BriUth  cvnoujxIe<1  FotU  Montgomery  bjk)  Clinton,  on  (he  sdlh  of 
Ocldjcr,  atiJ  tlic  kamc  Jny  proceeded  Uowii  The  rivtr  nilh  ihctr  whtJc  fon.^ 
Imih  of  troops  nnd  sJtipjiiTiH.  In  n  IcKrr  (mm  Genpml  Putunm  X^  thf  Com- 
minder-in-cbiel,  dale^l  at  ti&hkill,  OcEober  Jltl,  Ke  sidled  that  PcrnrX  Wmr- 
Ptt'i.  Learner's,  anil  I'dtcncn's  brii^iles,  CoIodcI  Van  S<ljnick'>  rTKimCDl. 
ai^ti  Morgnn*t  rilli^incn,  wpiv  on  (TiPir  way  from  th«  ncrthwiLnl  to  Join  fa ^m, 
ttmouniing  in  tlic!  wliolv  ta  five  thoaiAiii]  ncvpn  baadrcd  mea,  which  number, 
vi^Oed  tci  ibvic  ftltCAily  ^i(b  liJiii,  wi>uld  in4k<  hih  wfautc  fonx  Mbonl  nine  thuti- 
and  iCrong,  ocln^re  of  Mntxan'n  CDr|'*>  ^^  »nl1krry.mi^n>  &nrl  Uit  nielli* 
from  Connectlcat  and  New  York.  The  militia  1i«d  bnrn  motUy  dicabtrgtd. 
GcucEid  WAfLkcr'i  lirigJidc  ciiiui>l<:cl  uf  hUtnn  buiiJird  Maaa4chu»ctU  mUltU. 
whhtf  riitiB  of  wrvice  n**  T^»  rij>irf  it  the  end  flf  November. 

On  the  4010  djiy  that  the  Abn-vc  tntdHf^iicfl  ^u  cocnmumcfttcil,  Ceocnl 
Pufnam  ullcif  a  Douncil  af  hli  prlndpol  DtTtcrt.  wlioic  unimcDOUB  «iJvic«  it 
W4(,  (hat  lour  [hounuid  mco  thniM  move  down  llw  wcit  tide  of  ihe  llodson 
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sequences.  At  the  3anic  lime,  I  cannot  but  regret, 
that  a  matter  of  such  magnitude,  and  so  interesting 
to  our  general  operations,  should  have  reached  me 
by  report  only,  or  through  the  channel  of  letters,  not 
be^iring  that  aiitlienticity,  which  the  importance  of  it 
required,  and  which  it  would  have  received  by  a  line 
under  your  stgnaUirc,  stating  the  simple  fact 

Our  affairs  havinji  happily  terminjied  at  the  north- 
ward.  1  have  by  the  advice  of  my  genera!  officers 
sent  Colonel  I  tamilton.  one  of  my  aids,  to  lay  before 
you  a  full  state  of  our  situation,  and  that  of  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter.  He  is  well  informed  upon 
the  subject,  and  will  deliver  my  sentiments  upon  the 
plan  of  operations,  that  is  become  necessary  to  he 
pursued  I  think  it  improper  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
lar detail,  not  bcnng  well  advised  how  matters  are 
circumstanced  on  the  North  River,  and  fearinjj  thnt 
by  some  accident  my  letter  might  miscarry.  From 
Colonel  Hamilton  you  will  have  a  clear  and  compre- 
hensive view  of  things,  and  I  persuade  myself  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  facilitate  the  objects  I 
have  in  contemplation. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant' 

nd  l»ke  p«Bt  star  llaversinw:  thM  vov  thmiund  ihuuld  be  nlAJncd  Li  ihc 
tn^hUMdi  lo  gDVil  the  country  atkI  rvfiifr  Ihe  vcirltt :  utd  ttaflt  the  nmAlTtiler 
ibgUd  BiAtch  <1<nrn  on  l}ic  cut  tide  uf  il]«  tivcr  1o«*iO«  KlntcsbtSiSiccH  ocepl 
Mv^pn'i  cwpa,  wliich  wan  rpnlirml  inintcLlEJilcljr  ta  JuSn  Ihc  Ci^niruHndEr-id- 
4Ua£.  TTi«  nbj«cl  prrkpotni  by  ihiv  rfiNpiikitiOn  of  the  fnrcn  wat  tc  nttiti:  a 
Ju^iMl  «l  tk«  oarniy  j«  N«w  Vork.  aai3  prtrvnt  «  rtinfntcmrTil  fr^m  \imn^ 
KU  BO  GcfwnJ  How  :  toil  il  wu  doubiUs  tn  nltrriar  pupoK  la  attack  iht 
dif ,  «li0ttld  ■  UTOnble  JjipoTtuniry  prncnl  llutf.— jViirH/,rp  9/  tAr  Oniwii, 
October  >l>t. 

*  Gmavl  Gatrt  wmte  ■  very  itirrl  Icrirr  in  Wuhin^lcin,  »n  (he  ad  of  Efiy 
VMBbv,  aaJ  oI  conrm  bfforv  Ihic  conM  hiv?  fracho'l  him.  pvjpfi  nnTicn  tbit 
Koifui'i  carp>  boJ  been  >cai  to  lh«  iiMlliwud.    lie  added,  tppArcntly  u  a 
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1  was  duly  honored  with  Mr.  Hancock's  Letter 
the  25th  with  its  several  !ncIosurcs. 

1  shall  take  the  case  of  John  More  under  considera- 
tion, and  will  transmit  Colo.  Ma3on  my  determination 
upon  the  same. 

At  this  time,  I  cannot  inform  the  Commissary 
whether  any  alterations  have,  or  have  not  been  made 
by  Genl.  Orders  in  the  original  ration  establishment 
1  have  been  under  the  necessity  from  lime  to  time  to 
send  away  my  Orderly  Books,  and  they  are  necessary 
to  be  examined  upon  the  subject.  However  I  think 
it  probable  that  a  departure  from  the  first  allowance 
may  have  been  found  expedient,  and  directed  by 
some  authority,  or  the  Commissary  would  not  have 
adopted  iL — In  respect  to  the  alteration  referred  to 
my  consideration,  it  is  a  matter  of  consequence,  and 
I  have  desired  the  Genl.  Officers  to  inform  them- 
selves whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  Army  at 
large  or  what  other  regulations  may  be  necessarj'  in 
this  Instance — as  soon  as  I  have  their  sentiments.  1 
will  write  to  Congress,  upon  the  subject. 

The  Enemy  still  consider  the  possession  of  our 
Posts  upon  the  River  of  great  importance,  and  from 

EAAllcr  »l  Hcond^ry  ccrtixqaen^* :  "  Ccnenua  halving  b(«n  rcqucvtod  imivc- 
dUlcly  to  Cmnimit  cnpki  ol  aU  Diy  dnpaichcs  lo  them.  I  hid  ojtiGdcat  ymr 
£]tccUcn^  hu  [ong  Kgo  received  1.II  Ihe  good  neut  fr«n  thit  t^ntrter."  Th«« 
wordR  conUln  Ihc  only  inlcUigcnce,  whic'i  vol  irttnim^tlcJ  to  the  Comratikdci' 
iD*t]iiEf  liy  (tTitcnl  OitIc>i»  tapcLLiai*  die  dcfeaT  ni  Buryuyiic^  il\v1  tlie  cuutcn- 
tjan  of  Santoga. 
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chcir  preparation  of  Fasdnes.  &c..  and  the  best  in* 
formation  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  they  will  make 
further  efforts  to  carr>' them.  Viewing  them  in  this 
light  mysrlf  and  imagining,  that  they  would  peise* 
vcrc  in  their  plans  to  occupy  them,  I  wrote  some 
days  ago  in  the  most  pressing  tenns  to  Genls  Dick- 
inson, Forraan  and  Newcomb,  to  afford  every  aid  in 
their  power  to  the  Militia  of  Jersey.  As  yet  we  have 
received  but  little*  and  1  have  no  encouragement  to 
expect  that  it  will  be  much  augmented  in  «t  short 
lime.  This  does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  activit)' 
and  exertion  on  the  part  of  two  first  mentioned 
Gentlemen,  who^e  conduct  and  aeal  upon  every 
occasion  give  them  a  claim  to  the  Public  esteem, 
but  in  a  considerable  degree  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances uf  their  State  at  this  time.  The  appre- 
hensions of  an  Invasion  from  Staten  Island,  keep  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Militia  from  the  Eastern  and 
upper  pan  of  the  State  almost  constantly  employed 
at  and  tn  the  neighborhood  of  Eliza,  Town  and  Mr. 
Livingston's  Powers,  as  Governor,  being  expired^  and 
no  provision  made,  it  seems,  for  such  a  contingency, 
there  arc  none  of  sufficient  authority  to  order  them 
out  till  a  new  appointniei^t  can  be  had; — at  least, 
there  is  ground  to  suspect  that  the  orders  and  exer- 
tions of  these  two  Gentlemen,  unassisted  by  Civil 
authority,  will  not  be  attended  with  the  advantages 
we  wish,  and  which  our  affairs  require.  As  to  Genl. 
Newcomb,  who  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  Bank. 
nolwithHian<]Ing  my  inosl  urgent  and  repeater!  fvolici- 
utions,  [  have  little  to  expect  from  him,  if  I    may 
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(orm  ail  estimate  of  his  future  services  from  those  he 
haji  already  rendered.' 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
detach  a  further  reinforccmcntof  Conlinr^nUiI  Troops 
under  GcnI.  Varnum  to  maintain  the  two  Garrisons  if 
possible— besides  sailors  drawn  from  the  line  to  man 
the  Gcllies.  This  detachment*  when  It  arrivers,  addcrd 
to  the  force  now  in  the  Forts  will  make  the  whole 
amount  to  J  600  effective  rank  and  file  sent  from  this 
Anny. 

After  the  action  of  the  4th  ultimo  at  Germantown, 
I  hoped  wc  should  have  been  in  a  situation  to  attack 
the  enemy  again  on  those  grounds,  and  with  more 
success  than  in  the  former  instance  ;  but  this  I  was 
not  able  to  effect  The  severe  rain  on  the  j6lb  of 
September,  the  action  on  the  4th,  the  removal  of  our 
Stores,  and  having  to  form  a  new  elaboratory,  added 
to  the  small  number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  business 
of  it,  laid  us  under  difficulties  in  the  capital  and  essen< 
tial  article  of  ammunition,  that  could  not  be  sur«  fl 
mounted.  Every  exertion  was  directed  to  oblatri 
supplies ;  hut,  notwithstanding,  they  were  inadequate^ 
too  scanty,  and  insuB^cient  to  attempt  any  thing  on  a 
large  and  general  scale,  before  the  enemy  witlidrew 
themselves.  With  what  we  had,  in  case  an  experi- 
ment had  been  made,  fortune  might  have  decided  in 
our  favor  for  the  present;  but  we  should  not  have 
been  afterwards  in  a  situation  to  maintain  the  advan- 
tage we  might  have  gained  ;  and,  if  a  repulse  had 
taken  place,  and  the  enemy  been  pursued,  for  want 

■  Ncwfomb  hfld  Tultd  io  mike  uy  return  of  hit  men,  or  to  u  Jider1ak«  aof  dutf, 
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of  a  reserve  wc  should  have  been  exposed  to  the 
mosi  imminent  tianger  of  being  rinned  The  distress 
of  the  soldiers  (or  want  of  shoes  was  also  a  powcriul 
obstacle  to  the  measure 

I  could  wish  that  our  circumstiinces  were  now  such 
as  to  authorize  a  general  attack  for  dislodging  them 
from  the  city  ;  but  I  ihJnk  thai  they  are  not  This 
also  is  the  opinion  of  my  general  ofHicers,  upon  a  full 
ai)d  comprehensive  view  of  matterSt  as  Congress  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
council  on  the  29th  ultimo,  which  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  tmnsmitand  lay  before  them.  The  supe- 
riority of  numbers  on  the  part  of  the  enemy^  in 
respect  to  regular  troops;  their  superior  discipline, 
and  the  redoubts  and  Iinc5  which  they  have  thrown 
up  between  the  two  rivers  and  about  the  city  ;  the 
happy  state  of  our  affairs  at  the  northward,  and  the 
practicability  of  drawing  succors  from  thence ;  the 
consequences  of  a  defeat; — these  were  all  motives, 
which  ted  to  a  deci^on  against  an  attack  at  this  time 
I  have  sent  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids,  to 
^  General  Gates,  to  give  him  a  just  representation  of 
things,  and  to  explain  to  him  the  expediency  of  our 
receiving  the  reinforcements,  which  have  been  deter^ 
mined  necessary,  if  they  will  not  interfere  and  frus- 
trate any  important  plans  he  may  have  formed. 
Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  any  object 
now  rcsnaimng,  that  demands  our  attention  and  most 
vigorous  efforts  so  much,  as  the  destruction  of  the 
army  in  lliis  quarter  Should  we  be  able  to  etTect 
this,  we  shall  have  little  to  fear  in  future,  ^ 
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General  Howe's  force,  according  to  the  statcmeob 
now  made, !«  more  considerable  than  it  was  generally 
supposed  to  be.  1  did  not  think  it  quite  so  great 
myself,  but  always  imagined  the  common  e-stimaie 
much  too  low  ;  nor  can  I  positively  say  wh^t  it  really 
is.  However,  thet^  are  strong  reasons  to  believe 
thai  it  is  not  overrated.  After  the  evacuation  of' 
Gcrmantown,  an  almost  infinite  number  of  scraps 
and  bits  of  paper  were  found,  which,  being  separated 
and  arranged  with  great  industry  and  care,  hear  tlic 
marks  of  genuine  and  authentic  returns  at  different 
periods.  The  manner  in  which  they  were  destroyed 
and  disposed  of  gives  no  room  to  suspect  that  it  was 
the  effect  of  design.  In  addition  to  this,  I  am  irir 
formed  by  General  Putnam  that  he  had  heard  a 
reinforcement  of  four  regiments  was  coming  round 
to  Delaware  from  New  York.  The  enclosed  return 
will  give  Congress  a  general  view  of  the  strength  of 
this  army  when  it  was  made,  and  a  particular  one  of 
the  forces  of  each  State  which  compose  it.  By  this 
they  will  perceive  how  greatly  deficient  the  whole  are 
in  furnishing  their  just  quotas.  The  mititia  from 
Mar>"land  and  Virginia  are  no  longer  to  be  counted 
on.  All  the  former,  except  about  two  hundred,  are 
already  gone  ;  and  a  few  days.  I  expect,  will  produce 
the  departure  of  the  whole  or  chief  part  of  the  latter, 
from  the  importunate  applications  which  some  oE 
them  have  made.  Besides  this  diminution,  I  am  apr 
prehensive  we  shall  have  several  men  added  to  the 
sick  list,  by  reason  of  the  late  excessive  rain  and 
want  of  clothes.     We  have  not  yet  come  to  any 
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determination  respecting  the  disposition  of  our  troops 
for  the  winter:  supposing  it  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  that  for  the  present  we  should  be 
silent  upon  it.  The  reasons  will  readily  occur.  By 
continuing  the  campaign,  perhaps  many  salutary'  if 
not  decisive  advantages  may  be  derived  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  mc  that  this  must  depend  upon  the  supplies 
of  clothing  which  the  men  receive-  If  they  cannot 
be  accommodated  in  this  instance,  it  will  be  difficult 
if  not  impossible  to  do  it  without  efTecting  their 
destruction. 

I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  I  feel 
myself  in  a  delicate  situation  with  respect  to  the 
Marquis  tie  Lafayette.  He  is  extremely  solicitous  of 
having  a  command  equal  to  his  rank,  and  professes 
vtrf  different  ideas,  as  to  the  purposes  of  his  appoint- 
ment, from  tliose  Congress  have  mcnlioned  to  me. 
He  certainly  did  not  understand  them.  I  do  not 
know  in  what  light  tlicy  will  view  the  matter :  but  it 
appears  to  me,  froiTi  a  consider^ttion  of  hi*«  illustrious 
and  important  connexions,  the  attachment  which  he 
has  manifested  for  our  cause,  and  the  consequences 
which  his  return  in  disgust  might  produce,  that  it  will 
be  advisable  to  gratify  hjm  in  his  wishes:  and  the 
more  so.  as  several  gentlemen  from  France,  who 
camr!  over  urder  some  assurances,  have  gone  back 
disappointed  in  their  expectations.  His  conduct, 
with  respect  to  them,  stands  in  a  favorablr  point  of 
I'iew,  having  interested  himself  to  remove  their  un- 
easiness, and  ur^ed  the  impropriety  of  their  making 

any  unfavorable  representations  upon  their  arrival  at 
It 
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home ;  and  in  all  his  tetters  has  placed  our  afikini  in 
the  best  situation  he  could.  Besides,  he  is  sensible, 
discreet  in  his  manners,  has  nudc^^real  proficicnc>'  in 
our  language,  and,  from  the  disposition  lie  discuvered 
at  the  battle  of  Brandywine^  possesses  a  large  ishare 
of  bravery  and  military  ardor.  There  is  a  French 
gentleman  here.  Monsieur  Vrigny,  in  whose  favor  the 
Marquis  seems  much  interested.  He  assures  me  he 
is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and,  from  that  motive  and 
a  regard  to  the  service,  wishes  to  see  him  praniuted. 
The  rank  he  holds  in  France,  and  his  present  expec- 
tations, are  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  paper 
given  me  by  the  Marquis,  Monsieur  Vriguy  also  has 
honorable  certificates  of  his  services,  nearly  corre- 
sponding with  the  Marquis's  account  of  them.  If 
Congresii  are  pleased  to  honor  him  with  a  commitision 
in  the  army  of  the  States,  1  must  try  to  employ  him. 
1  took  the  liberty  some  short  time  ago  to  mention 
to  Congress  the  situation  of  the  first  nine  raised 
Virginia  regiments  and  the  term  for  which  they 
stand  engaged  and  considering  that  we  should  suffer 
greatly  by  the  loss  of  so  large  a  part  of  our  force 
which  have  been  long  inured  to  service.  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  consult  the  officers  commanding  them  fl 
upon  the  mode  which  should  appear  to  them  best 
calculated  to  rcinlist  them*  They  accordingly  met  h 
and  reported  their  senliments  in  writing,  a  copy  of  V 
which  I  have  inclosed  I  do  not  know,  that  ex- 
pedients more  promising  of  success,  than  those  they 
have  pointed  out  can  bt^  adopted.  Congress  will  be 
pleaded  to  give  the  matter  their  earliest  attention. 
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and  to  favor  me  with  their  opinion  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, vhether  the  indulgence  and  allowance  they 
have  proposed  may  be  gninted,  and,  if  any  additional 
Bounty  may  be  j^ivcn,  what  it  shall  be.  The  high 
sums  paid  for  substitutes  and  drafts  of  late  even  in 
the  Militia  service,  will  make  this  necessary. — For 
the  Soldiers  being  well  apprised  of  that  Fact,  will  not 
be  induced  to  engage  agair  during  the  war  or  (or 
ihrct  years  for  ihe  usual  Premium,' 

I  would  al&o  lay  before  Congress  a  Remonstrance 
by  the  Subaltern  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  founded 
on  a  reform  I  thought  necessary  to  take  place  In  the 
Regi-  from  that  Stale. — These  in  their  establishment 
were  made  to  consist  of  Ten  Companies — Two  more 
than  were  assigned  to  those  of  the  States  in  general. 
This  and  the  great  disproportion  between  the  officers 
and  men  imluced  ire  to  reduce  them  to  a  level  with 
the  rest  belonging  to  the  Coiilinerl — in  order  to 
pre\"enl  a  considerable,  unnecessary  expence.  To 
effect  this,  no  new  promotions  are  to  be  made  in  the 
Two  extra  Companies  ;  viz :  the  9ih  and  loth  either 
to  vacancies  existing  at  the  time  of  the  regulation  or  to 
any  future  ones  that  may  happen  therein  ;  and  the  Sub- 
alterns arc  to  remain  in  their  rank  and  command,  till 


■''TbcrecnldncofoutCoiitiriraEdbfllUlEoiuJEathinGofMiDiictiimpofiaooi 
ihat  I  wiifa  it  wtn  la  nr  {jmnct  (jj  [lULni  cmi  a  inuilc  wtkti  wuuld  fully  ansncr 
Ihv  mod.  To  »Jf*aip4  f»  r nli»t  o|*on  ibr  Umniy  sllo*ecT  by  rorgreu  n  f rniilpB. 
u  lfa«  onuing  now  (itrrn  lor  luWiinif  r,  la  ihe  militia,  in  Jjcen  all  tLocc  who 
Otheniiw  hmve  i^aae  into  the  Coaliuirnlil  Kfvlcv  I?  pJTrcr  a  line  in  wludi 
Lli«f  daty  m  dtutpllne  U  htcr,  icd  In  which  they  htvp  i  rhanrff  iif  hflvlng 
boDB^  BcpcBlei  thnc  ^  foar  timd  x  yetit.  Td  thti  blftl  acarot  i«  ^mag 
lbs  ID  aMcai  of  recnriling  frudi  one  cnJuf  ilisctmlii^vitl  lu  die  vUiri/' —  "V^.4* 
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they  can  be  promotetl  in  the  other  eight  companies 
and  their  men  incorporated  This  is  what  chey  com- 
plain of-  I  have  inadt:  a  short  state  of  facU.  and  wish 
Congress  to  determine  upon  them  and  the  remon* 
strance,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

At  the  request  of  Governor  Clinton,  1  have  trana- 
mitted  a  t^opy  of  his  letter  to  me,  giving  an  account 
of  General  Vaughan  s  expedition  up  the  North  River 
after  the  capture  of  I'ort  Montgorner>",  and  of  the 
destruction  committed  by  his  troops  in  burning 
Kingston  and  the  houses  and  milk  on  the  river. 
According  to  the  latest  advices  they  have  returned 
again;  and  it  is  reported,  that  they  liavc  destroyed 
the  barracks  and  forts,  and  gone  to  New  York ;  but 
this  is  not  confintned.' 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  Franks  of  Philadelphia,  agent 
for  the  British  prisoners,  sent  out  six  tliousand  Con- 

'  Alter  tbc  Br[(ii>li  hii*l  riinKrvcil  tlic  tlicv»ji[-dc-fji*t  al  Furl  MijnieoBiciy 
smd  Fori  Conifiivtioir,  lh^  pnt^i^il  up  rh^  riv*r  virh  K-vml  nrmrd  vos^Ie 
COmm&nJcil  by  %\t  Junei  Wallue,  nod  o  body  <A  rroopi  urjdcr  GciwmI 
Vau^lmii.  Tlicy  fKiim  kudj  ^ppliik;  ^  tltcy  fnuod  in  tb?  \\\^,  mt^  tUv 
hfiunK  nml  milU  oa  the  ihaie.  At  Kiopiii,  un  iht  i^Ih  o!  Otiober,  ttp«vTT 
1^11^4(1,  led  ^n  by  C<non]  Vaujjhut  hiRnelf,  uid  burnt  the  vlllaf  >  of  Kin|^lfln, 
Sc  ccnnplcta  hob  (he  dc smicli-ju ,  tb«l  not  more  iIiad  onv  liiruM  CH«|)nl  Uii? 
Uanin.  The  reason  ^lp  guvc  fnr  thi*  orr  wo*,  thai  Ihp  pmptr  fir**l  Irrtin  the 
hoas»  vpon  \A>  Tncn,  He  then  wi>M  on  board,  und  paued  up  u  high  V 
Lmu|fkioii'>  MjLi]i>r.  wlicic  tic  ULcklic  burnt  tcveal  priiutc  'l^cUini^b  «nil 
niUlh.  Gnninn  ^y«.  IhAl  Ihc  prir^pk  of  Klng^lon  iM  not  litP  Imin  1h«I'  hoviM 
upon  the  llHiJih  \t<iQ\yft.  —  Jiiili"-}\  vot  ii.,  p,  379»  Ie  had  bce<n  agreed  bo- 
twcca  Ucnemt  rnliiam  and  Go>«iiiut  Cliatoii.  tbat.  ilurjus  iJiric  ui^ritionb  of 
Ihe  enpmy,  ihcy  ihould  movt?  up  the  hvcr  with  thpjr  rrippchvp  Torcet,  ihc 
fonncr  on  Lhc  c**t  kidc  and  Llic  UUei  on  Uie  *cfct,  I*  pftvcnl  tlieir  UudSflK  vtA 
CDtumiuitiE  riii~JCC»  in  tht  ^uuuli^  l  uid  hIki  (o  he  Hi  hutd  lu  Eull  upuu  Ihcir 
r«tr»  in  mi«  Lh«y  thnnlrl  pri>i'pi*r|  m  Allany,  iinri  arT^mpF  (aiurcnr  Rtiqgoyne. 
When  lhc  ii«wi  of  Lh«  CoDvmtion  of  Sar>ti^«  rvochtd  Gvavrol  Vtn^buip  1m 
reifcilcd  <lQ«n  lhc  rivti,  and  won  iftpi  to  Nrw  N'crk.     Gencnl  Fnlikuu  hid 


■777) 


GBORGB  WASHINGTON^ 


Ifi5 


I 


tinental  dollnrs  to  Mr.  Richard  GrAham  of  VirginuL* 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  He^ssians  and  other  prison* 
ere  in  that  State,  The  policy  of  suRering  the  enemy 
to  support  ihcir  prisoners  with  money,  which  they 
refuse  themselves,  and  which  they  attempt  to  depre- 
ciace  in  ever)*  instance  they  possibly  can,  appears  to 
me  very  questionable,  and  the  more  so.  as  it  may  be 
coimtcrfcilcd.  Besides,  they  havt  laid  us  under  every 
difficulty  they  can  devise,  as  to  our  prisoners  in  their 
hands.  Nothing  will  do  for  their  support  but  hard 
mone)'.  If  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  furnish  the 
same,  the  quantity  with  us  would  be  greater,  and  ol 
course  the  means  of  relieving  ours  easier.     1  do  not 

ftdnftMd  irUb  hH  »fm;  u  for  m  K«i]  IEaoIih  lut  iinm«(flit«1/  rftit'nvd  to 
FUUL  He  Appnn  to  hive  hvl  ■  »lrunc  tcriilDm:/  tokviirU  New  Vork,  <vci> 
tlkr  Ifae  wemy  had  >4c«iblQil  4batt  \\\c  HitiliUiiilt.  mil  vmtc  In  lligl  Ipfoprt 

"II  »  ccrtAilplr  ritbt  t9  co11t<l  y«ii  whctc  force.  %i\\  poih  vf  tbc  eul  tide 
«f  tlwi  rim  ftflcr  Ihc  cavuy.  You  utity  be  >urt  thc^  hkvc  riuiTi^nK  llifT  cue  For 
M  K**  Verit-  II4Q  wEty  hlwuld  j'bu  »tUck  *n  emi'ly  lown.  which  ym  know 
lo  li«  Dntr>«b1«  the  iDDincni  lkc>  hiKnfi  llnr  xnm  of  w«r  tc^inii  It  >  V«t<nl«7 
G«B«f«l  Bqreojtic  pi«p(Bcii  to  mirniiJcr  upoji  the  ernlgwd  xtraa.  Thr  (BpUu- 
kttOA  «ill.  I  bd^cvc,  t«  wtttcil  I<mU^.  uIicii  1  (ball  hAvc  nolhln^  but  U«ocrtl 
CSaM*  lo  Itiink  cf-  If  jruu  kctp  iiili  wilk  ttiin  uEi  »nc  ^idc,  itic  Govcmtn-  on 
lbp«(b^.  aivl  t  in  tiix  fniDl.  1  onnoT  */tx  how  lir  it  m  i^rr  hrmie  aEain.*'^jV.V. 
/^Mvr,  O<eot«r  islh, 

Tdm  ihyi  After  ihc  cA|^rc  uf  Fan  MonlfoiueEy.  *  ^])V  wixt  tiri>ai£M  lu  Got' 
tfpot  CUnton.  thea  «i  X*w  Wlnilnftf,  wlio  •tUl  wen  to  twoUow  a  rfh«  Imllei. 
tl  »»i  n^ovnvil  Iff  ifraicri|>{i-:pii  el  tarlfir  cqidi':.  knd  Toutu!  lu  Iw  bollDW,  And 
to  <04UUB  vit^iu  itft  carlly  Lh<  fnllQviiLs  Ijricf  mca^nct  Jmni  Sif  Hcnrj  ClinCon 
CO  Bvfgnyiir.  dilcfl  tl  Fnrt  Moniiomerj.  OrEdbff  4[h. 

"  .VMif  f  \^tui,  And  nothing  no«  lw*v«tn  ue  bat  GiTo^  1  HAMrrly  hcfi* 
■hit  iHtk  vBCEOft  id  im^i  inAy  fAdlilotc  )f>ui  u|>crAt)4ijik.  In  uii^irci  la  ytfox 
IniAT  ft  Ihr  tflh  of  Srftinnbrr  hy  C,  C  I  i^hitll  only  my,  I  onnol  prottmc  \a 
mkt,  *t  prtu  Atlrii**  for  taatonit  ahviovH.    1  h«Arti|y  wi^h  yiKi  nigM*fc    Fldl^ 

Foft  UoMfavnjvudennmtnAiert  Atri  y^l^kam  bytke  brltUh,  during  the 
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know  what  consequences  a  prohibition  against  re- 
ci^iving  Continental  money  or  the  currency  of  any 
Stale  from  them  might  involve;  I  think  the  subject 
is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  for 
that  reason  I  have  mentioned  it. 

N4>v.  3. — The  report  of  the  Enemy  having  destroyed 
the  Forts  and  Barracks  on  the  Nortli  River  and  of  their 
having  returned  to  New  York  is  confirmed  I  this 
morning  received  a  letter  from  Genl.  Putnam  upon 
the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted.  The 
inrormation,  that  they  mean  to  reinforce  Gcnl 
Howe,  1  doubt  rot  is  true.  It  has  come  through 
several  channels,  and  nothing  is  more  probable.  As 
to  their  having  a  fnrtlier  expedition  in  view,  it  seems 
to  be  questionable  and  General  Burgoyne's  defeat 
and  the  Eastern  Troops  being  ready  to  be  employed 
in  another  way  are  circumstances  against  the  measure. 
Agreeable  to  my  expectation  the  Virginia  Militia 
arc  gone,  so  that  we  have  none  now  in  aid  of  the 
Continental  Troops,  but  tliose  of  this  State  men- 
tioned in  the  return,  and  a  few  from  Maryland.  I 
do  not  know  what  can  or  will  be  done  to  obtain 
furtlier  reinforcements  of  them.— But  it  :ippeare  to 
me,  taking  matters  in  any  point  of  light,  tliat  further 
aids  should  come  from  Virginia  and  Maryland.  For 
should  we  be  able  to  accommodate  the  Continental 
forces  with  Cloaths  so  as  to  carry  on  a  Winters 
Campaign,  their  assistance  will  be  material,  either  to 
maintain  a  Blockade,  or  in  any  decisive  Stroke  wc 
may  attempt. — And  if  they  cannot  be  so  provided, 
and  we  should  be  obliged  to    retire    into  Quarters, 
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their  services  will  be  still  more  necessary  to  assist  in 
covering  the  country*  against  incursions  for  forage 
and  Provisions, — 

TIic  Milit.ta  of  this  State  themselves^  supposing 
ihcy  should  be  tolerably  vigorous  in  their  exertions 
will  not  be  equal  to  the  task — At  least  it  will  be  diffi* 
cult  if  not  impracticable  for  'em  to  ilo  it  It  Is  to  be 
wished,  that  such  as  can  be  drawn  out,  may  be  en- 
gaged to  ser\x  three  months  or  two  at  least,  (if  it 
can  be  effected)  after  their  arrival  in  Camp,  and  that 
a  mode  could  be  adopted  to  supply  their  places  with 
others  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  ^^hould  the 
exigency  of  our  affairs  require  it,  A  timi?  for  their 
continuance  sliould  be  fixed,  or  they  will  always  be 
uneasy  &  pushing  off;  and  the  longer  circumstances 
will  admit  it  to  be,  the  belten  For  after  the  period 
incurs,  for  which  thej'  come,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
retain  'cm  a  moment.  As  to  the  number  that  should 
be  required,  it  is  difficult  to  determine— However,  it 
IS  likely,  it  will  fall  short  of  the  requisition,  as  it  ever 
has  u{)on  such  occasions. 

There  is  a  report  prevailing  in  Camp,  which  has 
come  thro'  several  Channels,  that  a  successful  expe- 
dition has  been  made  upon  Rhode  IsUnd,  and  800 
Prisoners  taken  with  several  pieces  of  Artillery  and  a 
large  quantity  of  Salt  I  heartily  wish  it  may  be 
taie — 'but  at  present  it  wants  confirmation. 

Mr.  Thomson's  letter  of  the  aist  Ulto.  with  its 
enclosures  came  to  hand  yesterday — I  join  Congress 
most  sincerely  In  congratulations  on  our  important 
success  in  the  surrender  of  Gcnl.  Burgoync  at  the 
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Head  of  his  Forces,  and  am  happy  they  have  re* 
ceived  a  conrirma-tion  of  the  event  from  Genl  Gaie& 
I  have,  &c.' 


TO    BKIGADIER-GENCRAL    VARNUU. 

HtAK-QuARTm^,  t  Nov«n)b«r,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  hope  this  will  find  yoti  arrived  safe  at  Red  Bank 
with  your  detachment.  By  Icttc-rs  from  the  Baron 
d'Arcndt,  who  has  retired  for  a  few  days  to  the  Jer- 
sey side,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  I  understand 
that  what  they  principally  fear  at  Fort  Mifflin  Js  a 
surprise  by  night,  or  a  lodgment  upon  the  upper  end 
of  the  Island,  by  which  tht^y  may  cover  themselves 
before  raorning  and  open  a  battery  upon  the  rear  of 
the  fort,  which  is  only  secured  by  palisadoes.  The 
only  method  of  guarding  effectually  against  this,  is 
by  keeping  boats  stationed  by  night  between  Fort 
and  Province  Island,  to  give  an  immediate  alarm; 
and  when  the  weather  is  calm,  if  the  galleys  were  to 
lay  near  the  Island  to  be  ready  to  begin  a  fire,  upon 
the  first  landing  of  the  enemy,  it  would  harass  and 
retard  them  much  in  their  operations. 

1  am  afraid  that  matters  do  not  go  on  smoothly 
between   the   Commandant  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  the 

'  "  Ai  BooD  u  [he  Sc^iityEkill  it  fofiltLlc,  I  th^M  aend  nver  a  Iu^p  bodjr  <M 
mililJB  to  ynu,  \vi  the  purivwe  cF  trirtulut^  nomc  pAJiicuUf  matlcn.  Tbi  prin- 
dji*]  *rc,  r<i  rinrlrivpi  ta  l)rriil(  up  ibc  rn*<i  liy  which  thr  Pin-my  hatp  n  com- 
municatioh  ^vith  Lhsii  shipping  over  ih«  UlandK,  if  It  i\  practuzublc.  and  to 
ICULU1C  Uie  runniuK  ^Idilcs  ffi^on  the  mllU  in  the  i^clithbuvhwd  of  Cliettcf  mmA 
WilmitJjjtori.  Thii  liwf  1  wnulil  hnvc  yfl(]  uTidfrFakf  irrnnfilioiily  with  y<iur 
pnteqt  (orr^^  vi  t  tuivP  infcRnafion  tlinl  iht  «t;«Tny  ue  oboat  mAldog  A 
d«UchrDOnl  (q  WilminuloitH  prub^-bly  witli  ■□  intent  lo  uLo  puL  Iheir.  aiul 
fcnirr  th^  mc  of  the  millv" — Wathin^ton  !o  (iftureJ  Pontr,  y  Oclohtr,  1 777. 
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Commodore,  as  there  arc  every  now  and  then  com- 
plaints of  inattention  in  the  Commodore  ;  but  I  do 
not  know  wheUier  with  just  grounds.  1  beg  you  will 
do  all  in  your  power  to  reconcile  any  differences^  that 
may  have  arisen,  not  by  taking  notice  of  them  in  a 
direct  manner,  but  by  recommending  unanimity  and 
demonscnting  the  manifest  advantages  of  it.  As  the 
Commodore  will  have  a  considerable  reinforcement 
after  yau  arrive,  1  hope  he  will  be  able  to  afford 
more  assistance  than  he  has  hitherto  done/ 

You  will  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  con- 
versing with  the  Baron  d'Arendl,  and  I  must  beg  you 
will  lay  such  plans,  as  will  most  effectually  contribute 
to  the  mutual  support  and  defence  of  your  posts ;  for 
you  arc  to  consider,  If  one  falls,  the  other  goes  of 
course.  As  soon  as  yau  have  looked  about  you,  and 
laken  a  survey  of  the  ground  about  you,  1  shall  be 
glad  to  have  your  opinion  of  matters,     I  am,  &c. 


TO  GOyeRNOR   LIVINGSTON* 

HKArigt.'A0T«B«,  I  Nevembet,  177?' 

Sir: 

I  think  it  not  only  inciiuibent  upon  me  but  a  dut)* 
which  I  owe  the  public  to  represent  to  you  the  unac* 
countable  conduct  of  Bngr.  Genl.  Ncwcomb  at  this 

*  *'  The  cnanjr'i  boati  pUA  And  repAu  xt  ul^lit.  otiry  >LipplLet  tmia  the  ihip' 
phif  10  thm  tmra.  af^  n*«l  «n11i  pa  ini^rruiitiun,  Tht  cfennon  nf  the  fort 
CMOt  b*  bfoVK'^t  to  hta-t  opon  th<tn  -  random  titini;  wouH  he  b  wntlc  o{ 
iiiedom  >ntinanJU(A'  Th«  ca]1f>s  oltniv  nn  be  ciipci-^cd  tu  thvi/  p4tut;v; 
vhidb  f«U  bvoi  hllAvrTo  cir«ct«d  bctB««ti  I'rovinw  Klarttl  ATkd  fort  hllfllin. 
tMJrw  coTcr  td  dirhacBL  What  tltit  dxjctivjty  of  the  fUlcyi  u  owing  lo  ti 
'n  :  kDBie  MUtlvotc  it  tu  i!ir  jcalouhy  wliitlj  n-RDmuiily  iiulrtjklk  IrcLvccQ 
of  tW  nml  wxl  Unrl  tffjcf-^i  vitiou"  tpirit  which  thould  nor  he 
\m  RepgWk*."— yp^ft  tanrtni  f*  Ail  /atkfr^  5  Novcmbcf ,  x  777. 


lyo 


THE  WHITflV^GS  OF 


['77? 


critical  time.  A^  soon  as  the  enemy  shewed  a  dispo- 
sition to  possess  themselves  of  Billing^port  and  Red 
Bank.  I  wrote  to  him  in  the  most  urgent  m^inner,  to 
collect  and  keep  up  as  many  militia  as  he  possibly 
could  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Red  Bank  in  par- 
ticular, till  I  could  alTord  a  proper  Garrison  of  Conti- 
nental Troops,  and  aliho  I  reed,  no  ver>'  favorable 
accounts  of  his  activity  or  exertions  I  imajjincd  that 
he  had  been  doing  soiTn^thing  towards  it — On  the 
26th  ulto,  Genl  Forman  arrived  at  Red  Bank  with  a 
few  of  his  own  Continental  RcgL  and  some  of  the 
mounted  militia  and  wrote  me  as  follows  "The 
lower  militia  and  a  Genl.  Newcomb  have  not  as  yet 
produced  a  single  man.  As  being  elder  in  command 
than  Newcomb  I  take  the  liberty  this  day  to  issue 
orders  for  their  immediate  assembling,  and  will  from 
time  to  lime  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  asst^mble 
them."  On  the  291I1  he  writes  me  again  "previous 
to  the  Rcctp  of  yours  of  the  ajlh,  1  had  given  orders 
to  several  of  the  mitltia  officers  of  this  part  of  the 
Country  to  assemble  their  men  and  have  used  my 
endeavors  with  General  Newcomb  to  obtain  a  return 
of  the  men  it  is  said  he  h^is  dissembled,  that  they 
might  be  put  in  some  duty  either  in  the  Garrison  or 
on  some  out  Guards,  but  the  General  absolutely  re- 
fuses to  render  me  any  account  of  himself  or  his 
men,  that  1  am  not  able  to  inform  your  ExceU'y 
whether  he  really  has  or  has  not  any  men  assem- 
bltd,"  In  another  paragraph  of  ihe  same  letter  he 
says  "'Yet  I  think  I  could  be  able  to  collect  a  re- 
spectable  Body  of  Militia  was  I  able  to  overcome 
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the  ofcsrincy  of  or  to  displace  GcnL  Newcomb, 
From  the  best  information  1  can  collect  he  has  at 
no  time  given  any  a-ssi^tance  either  to  the  Garri- 
sons or  the  fleet  particularly  in  the  late  attack 
upon  Red  Bank  he  neither  harra^sed  the  Enemy 
in  their  advance  during  the  af^sault  or  In  their  Re- 
treat He  thinks  himself  only  accountable  to  tlic 
Gov,  or  Majn  GenL  Dickenson,  1  should  be  glad 
of  your  Excellc.  directions  respecting  my  treatment 
of  him." 

I  shall  make  no  comments  but  leavf^  it  to  the 
opinions  of  yourself  and  the  Genllemen  of  the  legis- 
lature whether  such  a  man  is  fit  to  command  in  a  part 
of  ihc  Slate  iinmKdiatt^ly  the  objecl  of  llie  Knemy's 
attention  and  in  which  the  most  vigorous  measures 
ought  to  be  pursued.  If  you  would  only  direct  him 
to  obey  Gcnl  Forman  as  a  Senior  Officer,  much  good 
to  the  senice  would  resuh  from  iL 

I  had  been  more  than  commonly  pressing  with 
GcnL  Ncwromb  to  assemble  men  at  Red  Bfink,  be- 
cause I  found  by  letters  from  Genl  Forman  that 
scarce  any  part  of  the  2000  men  ordered  under  his 
command  to  the  reinforcement  of  this  Army  were 
from  a  variet>"  of  circumstances  to  be  expected  and 
therefore  I  should  be  able  to  afford  less  assistance  of 
Continental  Troops  to  that  valuable  post. 

CoL  Dayton  will  inform  you  of  the  reduction  of 
the  Regiments  of  your  State  in  point  of  numbers  and 
of  the  distress  which  they  will  labor  under  for  want 
of  necessaries  unless  some  measures  can  be  fallen 
upon  for  supplying  them*     These  arc  matters  which 
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deserve  your  most  serious  consideration  and  which  I 
recommend  to  your  attention. 

It  15  in  v'Axn  to  think  of  Jilling  up  your  Regimtrnts 
by  thc!  common  mode  of  inlistment  while  the  per- 
nicious practice  of  hiring  substitutes  for  the  Militia 
prevails,  for  what  man  will  engage  to  serve  during 
the  War  for  a  Bounty  of  twenty  dollars^  where  he 
can  get  twice  as  much  for  serving  one  month  in 
ihc  militia.  Some  yf  the  Eastern  Stales  and  Virginia 
have  adopted  the  mode  of  drafting,  and  1  am  told  it 
succeeds,  and  was  the  practice  universal  the  people 
would  nut  think  it  a  hardship.  I  do  not  mention 
this  by  way  of  dictating  to  or  directing  you  ;  I  only 
do  it  to  shew  what  has  been  found  to  answer  the 
end  in  other  States.  I  am  confident  that  could  we 
ever  be  happy  enough  to  fill  the  Continental  Regt 
we  should  never  have  occasion  to  trouble  the  Militia 
again. 

Circumscribed  as  we  are  in  our  importations  from 
abroad,  the  Cloathicr  General  finds  it  impossible  to 
comply  with  the  full  demands  of  the  whole  Army.  It 
therefore  becomes  incumbent  upon  the  different  States 
to  endeavor  to  procure  the  most  material  articles  of 
Blankets^  shoes  and  Stockings,  at  this  inclement 
season,  and  1  am  convinced  if  assessments  of  these 
thing*4  were  laid  upon  tho!^e  only  who  do  not  perform 
military  service,  enough  might  be  found  to  make  the 
troops  comfortable.  I  have  repeatedly  sent  out  Offi- 
cers to  make  Collections,  but  they  either  do  it  partially 
or  neglect  it  wholly ;  I  must  therefore  entreat  you  to 
lay  this  mailer  before   your  legislature  as  early  as 
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possible,  and  pres^  ihem  to  m^^  provision  in  such 
way  as  se^ms  co  tlieiri  most  liktly  to  answer  the  end. 
I  have,  &G.' 


TO  SJR    WitUAH    HOWfi. 

Sin, 

I  have  been  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frazer, 
who  19  now  a  prisoner  in  your  possession,  that  Major 
It.ilfnur,  ont^  of  yotir  aids«  had  assured  him,  th^t  it 
was  your  earnest  desire,  that  a  general  exchange  of 
prisoners  should  take  place  on  equitable  terms>  or,  if 
this  could  not  be  effected,  that  the  officers  on  both 
sides  should  be  released  on  parole.  This,  [  have  no 
doubt,  was  done  by  your  authority,  and  with  an  in* 
teniion,  that  it  should  be  communicated  to  me,     I 

>  **  1  wa  fATorcd  with  youn  of  ib«  97tb  ulto^  and  un  glid  i«  find  UliI  Ji« 
c&onjr  Ti«ye  Ulkn  cn(;(cl>  Jown  !□  New  Ytuk,  By  tlidi  itoijii;  lliu,  ArtdMmUce 
■VS7  A  rrlnfnmmmr  \a  Ccncnl  H(m«,  il  is  cvirlenr  lh>T  t\icy  have  done  with 
aU  tfccBgM*  fli  atiaapling  ahj  ihing  farther  to  the  ^J^nhwat1I.  Hating  IchI 
eac  annir,  it  »  ccxlAinl/  :h<u  intcic^:  and  ialcnt^on  ta  m«kf  ihc  ether  » 
iVfttCtahle  u  ponible,  md  as  Ifcdr  force  it  now  npirTy  drawn  in^i>m  At  one 
pofalt  la  PldlHlfllpbkft.  ix  ^  qndottbtedly  our  (tIhu  (v  cuflvAv^r  by  ut  uakv  of 
oat  (mooi  10 dfi<ro7 <lcii4nl  Howe."— J^djJi>rfA'rj  T  /'ni^ni^,  4  November, 
ITT7"  To  ke*p  m  Utjp  »  br»1y  (j(  fhi-  Rrltiih  «r  New  Vnrk  •*  jifKAibln,  Wiuh> 
\90tm  4ti«elKi  Gfcvra!  likLiown  to  mnko  a  friiit  in  ihal  dirvdion, 

"Voaj  ido«  of  lounleiaiitJue  ibv  jjiicudctt  itiuJoKcia^uts  foi  Mj,  Howe'i 
■fVf,  bj  ■  dcmofttaation  of  dul^m  itpon  New  Yori.  1  ihink  an  nccediTig 
[Ool  oac,  and  1  am  very  doirouv  iIul  jxiu  »hoaM  improve  jmd  tn^turc  it  for 
»Bfldi*lc  o«;:iilina,      A  CICM  «b.oXr  «d  p(tp4r»liv<»  qu   ff^u  tide*  Tjoal^  tcl- 

liCNd,  iroop«  aiarfabkdL  joar  npcctidon  of  ihe  approich  of  Gcnenli  Gilfi 
aad  FUKam  minuud  as  a  M«tVl  10  pcrMvu,  who  yoix  a^v  <ur«  wiU  diri»|jiv  and 
Jhitllaatc  U  in  Ne«  Yudi;  in  «  wufd.  >iit,1.  iuc*ikLic»  tiikcfi  fui  cilcctaalJjr 
MrfUn^  aa  alarm  In  ibtl  clij.  ns  il  ih  ilEn^rihrr  unrrotvwtry  f^  me  mlnuictx 
to  dawCTit*  to  J0^  I  un  in  firvai  1iop«a  in«>-  effccl  th*  valuahlt  parpOH  «Wch 
IBM  capecL"^  fl^iajiiJqf Am  '0  MoJfJr^Giiurai  OitJtimfn.  4  Norrmbcr,  tn7> 
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assure  you^  Sir.  nothing  would  alTord  me  more  satis-  H 
faction,  than  to  carry  the  first  proposition  into  execu- 
tion. But,  lest  we  should  still  unhappily  disagree 
about  the  privates  to  he  accounted  for,  and  that  tliis 
may  not  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  officers,  it  is 
my  wish,  for  their  mutual  relief^  that  their  exchange 
may  immediately  take  place,  *ia  far  as  circumstances 
of  rank  and  number  will  apply;  and  if  any  should 
then  remain,  tliat  they  may  return  to  their  friends  on 
parnle.  I  am  induced  to  mention  an  exchange,  in 
preference  to  the  other  mode  of  release,  supposing 
that  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  both  parties. 

While  we  are  on  tliis  subject,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  to  suggest,  that  on  the  footing  of  our  present 
agreement  the  colonels,  who  are  your  prisoners,  can* 
not  be  exchanged,  there  being  no  officers  of  the  like 
rank  in  your  army  prisoners  with  us.  From  this 
consideration.  I  am  led  to  inquire,  whether  an  equiva- 
leni  cannot  be  fixed  on  to  effect  it,  as  has  been  prac- 
tised in  similar  cases.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


TO  JEKKHIAH    POWHLL,   PRESIDENT  Ol'-    THE   COtlAOlL  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

CAUV,  at  WUItEhlAKEH.  %  NoVBmbvr.  1777, 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  and  join  your  honorable  Board  most 
heartily  in  congratulations  on  our  success  in  the 
surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army;  an 
event  of  great  importance,  and  which  reflects  the 


I 


i7jj]  GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  175 

behest  honor  upon  our  arms.  In  respect  to  the  em- 
barkation of  the  prisoners,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  beneficial  consequences,  the  British  nation  would 
derive  (ro:n  llierir  arnviil  in  England  will  be  sufficient 
motives  for  General  Howe  to  use  every  po&sible  ex- 
ion  to  get  them  away,  and  that  no  application  for 
end  MTili  be  nwzrssHiy.  For,  as  soon  as  they 
arrh^e,  they  will  enable  the  ministry  to  send  an  equaJ 
number  of  other  troops  from  their  diHcrcnt  garrisons 
lo  join  turn  here,  or  upon  any  other  service  against 
the  American  States.  I  shall  be  sorry,  if  their  re- 
maining should  sjbjcct  you  to  the  inconveniences, 
which  you  seem  to  apprehend:  and,  if  they  can  be 
accommodated,  I  think,  in  point  of  policy,  we  should 
not  be  anxious  for  their  early  departure.  As  to  the 
tian^ports,  if  General  Howe  is  in  21  situation  to  send 
them,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  they  will  be  properly 
appointed  with  provisions  and  wood,  the  terms  of 
convention  not  obliging  us  to  furnish  their  prisoners 
for  a  longer  time,  than  the>*  continue  in  our  hands,'  I 
do  not  appri^hend,  that  th(:re  will  br  any  thing  to  fear 
from  the  vessels  assigned  for  their  transportation. 
The  condition,  [on]  which  they  arc  to  be  allowed  an 
entry,  imports  a  truce,  and  no  stipulations  chat  can 
be  made  wil!  be  more  obligatory.  Nevertheless, 
prudence  and  tlie  usage  of   nations  do   not  only 

'  "Sow  a  Ukc?  uil  in  DcoFmbci,  th^y  iu«y  anive  Umc  cuou^ti  (v  Ukc  the 
||ltt««rf  alhcn  vho  niAj  be  oof  lu  Mky,  vfuell  It  u  cArly  lU  n  CiRipaJ^n  f4n 
W  wJl  catered  apOfL  t  took  uptui  it  ihM  thdr  pnncjpfJ  itiflacalty  will  arue 
fjcmttuwftsl  iin  itack  vt  pru%»Juii  fcr  ihc  voji|E«.  aii<1.  tliurrfutv.  aUb'^^h  1 
«eaU  ^Vpply  th<»in  uiTh  ntlirni^  .if^tcpiblv  tr>  cupalaiior.  1  vemM  nnt  ftimiiTi 
tt«QDcc  f OTK*  lUn,  or  faffcr  i1  lo  tx  porchucd  in  ihc  iouncry,"— J^djAiJ^^M 
h  Hmtk.  %  Nc^wnbti,  xtrj. 
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justify,  but  require,  that  e\"ery  precaution  should  be 
had,  previous  to  their  being  admitted  into  port,  to 
prevent  an  infraction  of  treaty  and  any  act  incom- 
patible with  the  design  of  their  coining.  What  these 
precautions  ought  to  be  will  naturally  occur. 

In  iine^  Sir,  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  should  advise 
in  this  business,  and  suppose  it  probable,  that  Con* 
grcss  will  give  you  their  sentiments  fully  upon  it, 
being  possessed  of  all  the  circumstances,  by  a  state- 
ment from  General  Gates,  and  also  from  General 
M^ath.     •     *     •     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

I  "  Thifc  moTTiing  »  heavy  c&iinu»aijiiif^  ads  lizard  fxom  below  iiftd  c«iili4iv«d' 
lill  iifLcrLii;>an  \  livin  the  tup  of  Clici*'»  huUK  in  Grtj»an  Town  Iw  whicli  itlra 
ihfl  Gfn^rnL  innk  ft  riil^  Thifi  mrming,  U'f  miM  ditemtfr  notbiug  rnoic  ihaa 
Ihick  ctoudE  <r1  amoftk,  and  tlic  tnuU  of  two  v«4tl&,  llifl  w?a(hir  being  *Cf7 
hiuy," — 7f^B  Lunrrm  tv  itU  filAer.  5  NoyCBibern  1777.  \\  *>*  m  Afftirbo- 
lwei?n  \hK  .Samerirr.  K^^uti^  tiuX  ortv  orhrr  BiftUh  itMul.  prd  the  AmerloA 

^^  Afi  it  Will  far  WjuhJiigtoa's  intrruL  to  mi&lciil  Uiv  vnomy  bjr  dntoiled  JnEc^Ii* 
genet,  he  draftcf)  inslmrtlont  to  Mfiior  John  Ckrk,  Jr..  vMrh  tcH  Ibdr  ovu 
Jtory :  "  In  yoiiT  ix«it  [Idtcr  lur  tlic  Bntisli  tampj  I  "d  have  jou  fn<pb»n  tfal 
Giu'l.  G3l«»»  II4JW  bflviii^  nottijn);  ui  tin  la  thr  iiunEi>y)titl,  ix  TtCLiiliii^  lUrwu  « 
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vi-ry  hjindfinmc  rt^inforr^empnt  of  Cf^nlinenLiI  fimip^  fn  thit  *iniy^  whtltl  hii^  ^^^ 
vriLh  llic  icinaindcr  of  ihcm  4nd  all  ihc  New  Cn^^Uml  uihI  Vork  onilJtiA,  >>  t«^H 
intLc  an  Imn^cdiaic  (Lcacciil  on  No*  York.  iIjc  fcititttiou  of  vliitJi  it  ciKifi- 
tlently  Ljioke  oE.  u  it  i^gchcnlly  tuppovil  ibat  ■  lurffr  put  of  Cllnion'i  iToopt 
MfC  ilfltAGh'd  Id  the  oMiiliiincc  oE  CenE.  Hove,  *ml  fhql  C<vnl.  Dicku^aoa  Is  U 
the  aainc  timu  tu  klUvk  Slfttco  lt]«nd,  foi  wliitli  |Jur[K«t  Ira  » ab>«rtbtiii|i  (rc»t 
number"  ot  thF  jTufj  miliru.  ihnl  thp  rrcpivirl  opiniofl  in  *ut  ramp  i«  thai  w^ 
will  Irnmediatel}'  atUck  FhiliUlclphLji  en  Ihc   arrival  of  ihc  <ri»pt  bom  tht^^H 
iNitliw4rd  .  tlial  I  tmvc  pccv^ilcU  u^uii  ihc  LcguUliYc  bu4y  In  unJa  uut  Iwo^^^ 
Ihmb  ctf  Hic  rtnhlia  o|  ih\s  Sfife  fur  Ihal  purpn^  ;  thar  ynu  hMrf  gPe*I  uJk  ^f 
of  tbo  ViipnJA  and  Maryland  mititltL  comJng  np^  ami  in  iilinrt  thai  tha  nbolfl 
Covtbivnl  Hcmi  fletrfiurnvd  \v  um  every  cKcrtion  to  put  &□  viid  \^  Uic  vsr  iliit 
w1al«r  ;  thar  we  mention  ths  fijrti  bi  being  perlccily  ietnrT.  having  sent  Hffipl*         1 
rcinfbtMiucLiii  tu  Uiclr  aup]JOr(."— 4  Novcml>«rH  1777.  ^H 

"Tbc  ctpediliuEi  Vf  R1m;le  Inland  n  ju^t  114  jjtuth  a  Mcrct  tu  incvit  U  td  ^^H 
WKL      1  n^vEi  W31  cunsulrrd  upon    ir^   m  knew   itom   u'bentv  nr  wti*n   il 
Origf(Ul«Jt     V<)a  muBl  Lhcrcfofc  applj  l«  Con^v  for  din:i;Zioa  la  regai<d  (« 
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TO   GENERAL    THOMAS    NELSON, 


I 


A  NovembtT.  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  26tb  ultimo,  came  to  my  hands 
yesterday,  and  merits  my  warmest  acknowledgements. 
The  idea  you  entertained  of  our  force  was  unhappily 
but  too  well  founded,  and  I  now  wish  I  had  given 
more  into  your  generous  proposal ;  but  the  distance, 
and  uncertainty  of  keeping  Militia  in  service  any 
length  of  time  were  obstacles  under  the  then  appear- 
ance of  things,  which  seemed  too  great  to  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  advantages  of  your  coming  which 
opened  them  to  our  view  *  *  *  but  the  gloriouE 
turn  which  our  affairs  to  the  Northward  have  since 
taken,  makes  a  new  plan,  and  Winter  Campaign,  if 
we  can  gel  our  ragged  and  half  naked  soldiers 
clothed,  indispensably  necessary,  as  I  think  General 
Howe  may  be  forced  out  of  Philadelphia,  or  greatly 
disliessed  in  his  Quarters  there,  if  we  could  draw  a 
lai^  body  of  Troths  round  the  City. 

1W  pA]rm<ct  o(  ikc  trocps  cnplojcfl,  for  1  cijiaol  {Ivc  the  lusi  Aaihorily  (itt 

**  SiaC*  th*  GviRkJ  W(t  CcnntuiEawn  in  Lbfl  inithilf  cf  KcpUmbrrUil.he  tuc 
ban  pjlfciiul  hutMaacv,  vaA  on  thK  «c(i>unl  h  ur^bk  ta  nxoive  cojii|Uuy  in 
ik  mamotr  he  cwl'l  vitli-  lie  nevcnhdcB  dc^rci  ttie  r;cncnK  VirAti 
Oficcn  tf>d  Bfi<fedf'MA;or  oS  tht  t^ay,  tu  din«  vjih  him  in  luturt,  xl  (hrsv 
o'dodL  IB  th6miUmooa."—OrJft/y  ifirvA,  7  Nuvemtier,  1777. 

"I  kiw  fM  Wfn  4  vsTj  ini4t1ij£ctii  pvmon  from  PhilaHvlpbU.  liv  hnibivn 
ca«««Wlt  villi  MAny  f*ople  vhn  BtAnd  high  in  it*  ^onhdencc  ai  lh«  Brltuli 
dtccii  uX  ibe  (rx  i«nk-  1J<  liniii  fr«m  tU  ihcLi  Ui«c«uikC  tbat  i  Curiuid4b]c 
Mtaek  1*  Id  be  V4de  upon  Fori  Mifllln  "ttTg  toan ;  It  Itmi  fidli  Ihcy  wlU  hv 
0U4f«4  to  rhir^i  ihctr  <^Qirleni,  ftt  ih^y  hnd  th#y  caDtiul  lubtitt  in  ili*  cily 
vflbiMt  Ac7  kitv  a  fr«c  (0(nrnaai»ti<iiL  wilh  Ihcif  ahippinj-.'*'-'Ku4iii/A«»  />i 
G(Wf«/  yjiw— « t  y«*vit]T«r.  1777 
II 
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The  mode  by  which  Men  have  lately  been  recruited, 
is  hurtful  in  the  extreme ;  and,  unless  a  more  effectual 
and  less  pernicious  one  can  be  atlopled,  I  do  not 
Icnow  where  the  mischief  will  end  ;^what  may  be 
the  consequence.  As  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  is 
now  sitting,  I  hopr:^  ^ome  vi^rous  and  spirited  t;xt;r*  ^^ 
tions  will  be  used  to  compleat  the  Regiments  from  ™ 
that  State ;  and  shall  t  add  my  wishes,  that  it  may 
conlribule  their  aid  towards  Clothing  of  them,  being 
well  persuaded,  unless  the  respective  States  give  their 
assistance,  wc  shall  be  in  a  very  unhappy  situation. 
If  our  Regiments  were  once  compleated  and  tolerably 
well  Armed  and  Clothed,  the  calls  upon  Militia  after- 
wards would  be  rare;  and  'till  these  measures  are 
accomplished,  our  expenses  will  be  enormous 

It  is  in  vain  to  look  back  to  our  di^ppointment 
on  the  4th  Instant  at  Germantown.  Wc  must  en- 
deavor to  deserve  better  of  Providence,  and,  I  am 
persuaded,  she  will  smile  upon  us.  The  rebuff  which 
the  Enemy  met  with  at  Red  Bank  (in  which  Count 
Donop  and  about  four  or  500  Hessians  were  killed 
and  wounded)  and  the  loss  of  the  Augusta  of  64  and 
Merlin  of  18  Guns,  havc.^  1  dare  say,  been  fully  H 
related  to  you,  which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  one 
to  dwell  on  it  They  arc  using  every  effort  for  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Mifflin  and  wc,  under  our  present 
circumstances,  to  save  it  The  event  is  left  to 
Heaven. 

With    compliments   to  Mrs,    Nelson,    Mr.    S«cre» 
tary,  &c, 

I  am  &c 
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to  col»  theoddkick.  blanu> 

Dear  Sir. 

I  have  received  your  favor  mentioning  the  v<!ry 
strong  reasons  you  have  for  quilting  the  service,  or 
at  least  obtaining  leave  of  absence  for  the  settlement 
of  your  afTairs,  which  you  say.  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
are  in  a  situation  that  demands  your  presence. 

As  the  contest,  in  which  we  all  saw  the  necessity  of 
stepping  forth  stiU  remains  undetermined,  and  the 
event  of  war  doubtful  and  uncertain.  I  conceive  that 
the  same  motives  which  first  called  us  out,  now  plead 
in  the  most  pressing  terms  for  our  perseverance  to 
that  happy  period,  tn  which  our  united  efforts  shall 
effect  that  great  design,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  we  were  ^rst  induced  to  sacrifice  the  happiness 
<A  domestic  life* 

I  believe  ihc  private  concerns  of  every  officer  in 
the  army  will  suffer  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  by  his 
absence,  which  must  have  been  expected  as  a  matter 
of  course,  at  their  first  acceptance  of  their  commissions. 

As  to  the  strictness  of  honor  and  iniegrit)'  with 
which  you  have  conducted  yourself  (having  never 
Itcard  the  least  suggestion  to  the  contrary)  I  think  it 
unnecessary  to  say  anything  on  that  head. 

I  have  always  endeavored  to  give  cvcr>"  indulgence 
to  officers  which  I  thought  consistent  \viih  my  duty 
and  the  good  of  the  service.  In  this  instance  I  think 
matters  had  best  be  deferred  to  the  close  of  the  cam- 
paign, when  your  request  can  in  either  wi^y  be  an* 
swercd  with  greater  propriety  and  precision,    I  am  &c 
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TO    BlUGADIER-GENERAL    CONWAY. 

9  Novenbtr.  in?- 

Snt. 

A  letter,  which  I  received  last  ni^ht,  contained  the 
following  paragraph, 

"Inalctterfrom  General  Conway  to  General  Gates 
he  says,  '  Htaven  kns  bnn  determined  to  sai^  yonr 
reunify,  &r  <t  weak  General  and  bad  eounseiiors  would 
bav€  ruined U* '*    I  am,  Sir,  your  huinhle  servant.' 


TO  UENfiY   LAURENS,   rRESJDENT   OF  CONGRESS.' 

Caup,  at  WtiiTKitARSH,  lo  Ndvonbcr,  tTTT- 

Sir. 

I  havp  b^ea  duly  honored  with  your  favom  of  the 
4th  and  5th  instant*  with  their  several  enclosures. 
Among  those  of  the  former,  I  found  the  resolution 
you  are  pleased  to  allude  to.  respecting  your  appoint- 
ment as  president  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  congratulate 
you  upon  this  event,  and  to  assure  you  I  have  the 
most  entire  confidence,  that  I  shall  experience  in  you 
duringf  your  presidency  the  same  politeness,  and  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  the  Slates,  that  marked 
the  conduct  of  your  worthy  predecessor. 

With  respect  to  the  views  of  the  Navy  Board  for 
securing  the  frigates,  the  situation  of  the  army  would 
not  admit  of  a  compliance  with  them,  supposing  they 
would  answer  the  end.  I  have  therefore  written  to 
the  Board,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  to  have  the 
frigates  scuttled  In  such  a  w^y,  that  they  may  be  nit^^cd 

'  bee  AJT»(Olk. 

*  llcnry  Lnurci^s  ^\>  cbfven  rruidcnt  of  CongrcH  od  the  111  of  Kvicvber, 
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when  it  shall  be  necessary,  and  that  In  the  mean  lime 
ihcy  may  not  be  liable  to  injury  from  floating  ice.  I 
sec  no  measure  so  likely  to  secure  'em  to  us,  and 
agiainftt  the  enemy's  attempts.  I  havebc-en  lifxiremely 
fearful  chey  would  have  possessed  and  employed 
them,  with  the  Delaware  and  their  batteries,  on  the 
rear  of  the  galleys  and  the  fort,  while  the  ship*  lielow 
attacked  in  front  I  need  not  point  out  the  probable 
consequences  of  such  ar  event ;  they  are  too  obvious. 
Tlie  resolves,  wliith  yoit  request  to  be  cominuincated 
lo  the  array,  shall  be  published  in  general  ordera' 
The  letters  for  Commodore  Hazclwood  &c.  have 
been  put  in  a  proper  chaiin<d  of  coiiveyancf?. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  part  of  the  northern  army, 
my  letter  o(  the  i^  contains  my  ideas  upon  the  sub- 
and  those  of  my  general  officers.  I  shall  be 
florry  if  the  measures  I  have  taken  on  this  head 
should  interfere  with,  or  materially  vary  from,  any 
plans  Congress  might  have  had  in  view.  Their  pro- 
ceedings of  the  5ih,  I  presume,  were  founded  on  a 
supposition,  that  the  enemy  were  still  tip  the  North 
River,  and  garrisoning  the  forts  they  had  taken. 
This  not  being  the  case,  and  all  accounts  agreeing 
that  reinforcements  to  General  Howe  arc  coming 
from  Yorlc,  t  hope  the  aids  I  have  required  will  be 
considered  expedient  and  proper.  Independent  of 
the  latter  con^^idi^ratton*  1  thtnk  our  exertions  and 
force  should  be  directed  to  effect  General  Howe's 
destruction,  if  it  is  possible.' 

'  y*mrm^h  f/CHr'«M,4N^v«oWr  1777' 

'"SIbm  the  engigffnrnt  atG«nniDtown  no  miteriAt  ihrnTfon  Tiuli«ppn«d 
S  llw  dtaailBii  9f  tli«  tvo  umlu,  <^e»erul  Howe  h*fl  witb*lrAwn  tiimiflf  dote 
vitUa  kit  Urn  Musid  PkUihtclphJA,  ami  »c  ha*c  CiJifin  Ut>vu  wilJi  the  taftio 
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Among  the  various  diflicullies  attending  the  army, 
the  adju^ment  of  rank  is  not  the  least.  This,  owing 
to  the  several  modes,  the  several  principles,  that  have 
prevailed  in  granting  commissions,  is  involved  in  great 
perplexity.  The  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops 
are  in  much  confusion  about  it  In  many  instances, 
those  who  were  junior  in  rank,  from  local  and  other 
circumstances,  have  obtained  commissions  older  in 
date  than  those  which  were  granted  afterwards  to 
officers,  their  superiors  before  This,  with  many 
other  irregularities,  has  been  and  is  tbe  cause  of 
great  uneasiness ;  and,  though  precedency  of  rank  so 
claimed  shouI<l  not  be  !iupported  In  justice  or  upon 
any  principle,  we  find  all^  having  the  least  pretext  for 
the  title,  strenuous  to  support  it,  and  willing  to  hold 
a  superiority,  I  was  therefore  induced  to  order  a 
board  of  officers  to  take  the  matter  under  considera- 
lion-  The  result,  respecting  the  field  officers  of  this 
State,  I  now  enclose,  and  wish  Congress  to  adopt  the 
regulation,  which  the  Board  have  made,  and  to  trans- 
mit me,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  commissions 
dated  according  to  their  arrangement.  At  the  same 
time  it  may  be  proper,  that  there  should  be  a  resolve 
vm;iling  tht  cummissions  they  now  have,  and  direci- 


body  nf  Xhe  Amiy  Fo  thiii  \-']acc.  abnuL  13  mflH  hnm  PhilidflphiiL.  Oui  light 
ptttiA  «re  Diuch  nurur  mH  cut  afl  «]1  communiMtfob  b«twtcn  the  araatrj  vtd 
k\xj.  1  am  in  d&ily  upcciiLiian  of  ik  rtlnlarccmvut  frum  Lhc  nonbcfn  araij. 
infl  {Jcnerttt  tlovrr  has  Armvin  Ihe  principal  pan  of  hi*  fOTC*  Item  Ne**-  V«k. 
Hmppf  WDulJ  il  be  for  llic  [ibcrtict  nf  lhi>  catinTry  cnnld  m  tiifficicnt  h«ad  «f 
lOfii  bfi  MtJdealy  cuUctlcd  lu  i^ivc  h  fnLaJ  litow  lu  ihc  trmaladtfr  lA  her  opprtn- 
onitov  liravrn  togvlhtr  in  such  n  «iiii4Tii>ri  ibnt  if  vrould  b«  ifnpri«iblp Tr>  niitr« 
«  rclrHl  after  the  Delaware  is  r«ndartd  unQtiigkbleVftfcat."— '"'■I'tiV'^" 
Gffvern^  Nenty,  13  Novembci.  1777. 
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ing  them  to  be  delivered  to  me.  Their  attention  to 
this  business.  )  trust,  will  be  immediate;  the  disputes 
and  jealousies  with  the  officers  require  it 

I  have  enclosed  the  nieniorial  of  Colonel  Dnportail 
and  the  ocher  engineers  (or  their  promotion^  referred 
to  mc  by  the  Board  of  War  for  my  sentiments.  As 
to  the  terms  these  gentlemen  mentioned  to  have 
been  proposed  and  agreed  to  when  they  first  arrived, 
[  know  nothing  of  them  further  thiin  the  memorial 
stales.  In  rrspect  to  their  iibJIliifs  ;ind  knowledge 
in  their  profession,  I  must  observe  they  have  had  no 
great  opportunity  of  proving  them  since  they  were  in 
o*ir  ser\'jce.  However,  I  have  reason  lo  believe,  that 
they  have  been  regularly  bred  in  this  important 
bnnch  of  war,  and  that  their  lAlcnts,  whidi  have 
been  hillierio,  as  it  were,  dormant,  want  only  a 
proper  occasion  to  call  thtan  forth  ;  in  which  case,  I 
have  no  doubt  they  would  do  themselves  honor,  and 
the  States  essentia)  servicu.  U  is  of  great  importance, 
too,  to  consider  the  practicability  of  replacing  these 
gentlemen  with  persons  equally  qualified,  if  they 
should  quit  the  service;  ami  how  indispensable  men 
of  skill  in  this  branch  of  military  science  are  to  everj' 
army.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  to  mention,  that  I  have  been  well  informed, 
that  the  engineer  in  the  northern  army  (Kosctuszko 
I  think  his  name  is)  is  a  gentleman  of  science  and 
merit.  From  the  character  I  have  had  of  him,  he  is 
deser\"ing  of  notice  too,' 

'  Kcuciuuku  HJn  ■ppuirilctl  is  enjpnrvr  in  Ihc  C<JTrtinf(itHl  actviix.  OttotKr 
ft,  I7j6.  uid  tnd  \t»*^  fAmtinTly  fmpln}4d  in  rhp  Norfhem  Dc|^*r1lc1lt, 
fim  ftt  Tkond«r«gt  itfid  M^nt  IndeiJCiLdcacc,  ud  Aficnrudfl  J£  Lbc  wmy  of 
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1  would  beg  leave  to  meniion»  thai  we  are  in  great 
distress  lor  want  of  money.  This  will  be  more 
urgent  every  day ;  and  it  is  probable  there  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  pay  due  the  troops  coming  to  reinforce 
Ui  General  Putnam  writes  pressingly  for  a  supply, 
and  says,  he  is  in  a  most  disagreeable  situation  for 
want  of  it  I  must  request  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  this  subject 

Your  favor  of  the  7th  came  to  hand  this  morning. 
I  shall  pay  proper  attentfon  to  the  enclosures.  The 
rank  of  the  officers  of  cavalry  1  will  attempt  to  have 
settled  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  ^dmit  I  have 
nothing  very  interesting  to  communicate.  The 
enemy  have  lost  one  of  their  new  floating  batteries; 
it  sunk  in  a  little  time  after  it  was  launched*  There 
has  been  a  cannonade  to-day ;  it  still  continues.  I 
do  not  know  the  occasion,  but  imagine  that  it  is 
between  the  ships  and  galleys.     I  have,  &c. 


TO  THE   PRBSTDENT  OP  CONGRKSS, 

CAJflr  fTLAK  WrtnkXAftstf.  n  November.  inT- 

SlR, 

The  condition  of  the  army  for  want  of  Cloaths 
and  Blankets  and  the  little  prospect  we  have  of  ul> 
taining  relief  according  to  the  information  1  have 
received  from  the  Board  of  War,  occasion  me  to 
trouble  you  at  thifi  time.  The  mode  of  seizing  and 
forcing  supplies  from  the  Inhabitants,  I  fear  would 

Generm]*  SGhv]rtcr  Btifl  (>Aic>«  He  fiUnnc^  the  cnciiinf  mrnt  (oi  the  Amcnifln 
■nnr  at  BDmtu  HcE^IiU  ,  ind  he  wu  aft«rw3K]«  thv  principal  engln«C«  bl 
eieevliEt^  I  tip  mtlrb&ry  voikii  il  Wesl  Pouil, 
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prove  very  inadequate  to  the  demands,  while  ft  would 
certainly  imbittcr  the  minds  of  the  People,  and  excite 
peHiaps  a  hurtful  jenlousy  against  the  Armyn  I  have 
had  officers  out  for  the  purpose  o(  purchasing  and 
making  voluntary"  collections  of  necessaries  and  in  a 
few  instances  morc!  cocrrcive  measures  have  been 
exercised.  But  all  these  have  proved  of  little  avail. 
Our  distresses  still  continue,  and  are  becoming 
greater.  I  would  iher^'fon-  humbly  submit  il  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be 
expedient  for  them  to  address  the  several  Legislative 
and  executive  Powers  of  the  States,  on  this  subject, 
as  early  as  possible,  and  in  the  most  urgent  terms, 
It  appears  to  me.  if  they  were  to  appoint  under  the 
authority  of  Congress  pro]ier  active  agents,  that 
many  necessaries  might  be  procured  in  addition  to 
those  employed  on  Public  Acct.  Besides  this,  I 
think,  the  exigency  of  our  afiaint  requires,  that  they 
should  resolve  on  an  immediate  assessment  to  be 
made  on  the  Inhabitants.  If  these  modes  were 
adopted  considerable  aids  might  be  derived,  and  in  a 
way  much  less  exceptionable  than  that  of  seizing  by 
the  Army,  The  AsspmVilies  in  many  States,  I 
believe  are  now  sitting,  and  I  have  no  doubt  upon  a 
requisition  by  Congress,  but  thej-  wii!  give  attention 
to  the  measure.' 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
CenL  Putnam,  which  came  to  hand  to-day.     You  will 

■  "  I  voKkt  ibM  vfa&  %o  be  paflial  io  u^  put  ol  ihe  tnny ;  I  onlf  <lwr«  thftt 
wIMm  £po^  uc  ccdcred  pwiicuUrtjr  lo  one  dcpArlmciil,  Uiii  thry  mty  vol  be 
b  uioUki*  u<1  f  iDdM  MkI  \\aX  thk  mlrfic  lninrijiTily  olMcrvcd  In 
Vou  «r«  to  oonvidvr  thai  ilini^t  \Yitt  whclc  nl  <iiir  djuthin^  comM  luan 
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find  his  and  Governor  CIinton'K  opinion  respecting 
the  Fortifications  5ecessar>'  to  be  made  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  North  River  As  soon  as  1  heard,  that 
Warner's  Milttia  were  coming  down  lo  reinforce  mc  I 
immediately  wroto  to  countermand  them,  and  directed 
that  they  should  be  retained  to  carry  on  the  necessary 
works  during  tlie  time  they  are  to  serve.  My  Letter 
on  this  subject  was  on  the  9th  Instant.  As  to  the 
other  Troops,  the  propriety  of  bringing  them  here,  I 
believe  is  not  to  be  questioned. — We  are  told  through 
various  channels  that  Sir  Hcnr)'  Clinton  is  coming 
rounti  with  all  the  force  that  can  be  pos?sibly  spared 
from  New  York,  and  it  is  said  that  those  on  Staten 
Island  arc  withdrawn.  It  is  added  also  that  the  In- 
habitants of  the  former  arc  greatly  alarmed  and  dis- 
gusted, and  that  Genl,  Tr^'on  is  calling  on  the  Militia 
of  Long  Island  for  the  defence  of  the  cit)'<  Genl 
Putnam's  Letter  will  also  evince  the  necessity  there 
15  for  a  large  and  immediate  supply  of  money  being 
sent  to  the  Paymaster  General 

I  have  also  ihc  Honor  to  transmit  yoL  a  Copy  of 
a  report  by  a  Board  of  Genl.  Officers  on  tlie  subject 
of  Rations  which  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress — Theestablinhmentand  Regulations,  which 
they  propose,  appear  to  me  to  be  just  and  necessary, 
supposing  the  Commissary's  estimate  to  be  right, 
which  I  presume  \%  the  case  from  the  exorbitant  price 

the  Rae^Iwaii],  corLacqucQlly  the  fltoppln^t  tkicl^  pLilt  an  Aie  iniendnl  foi  dib 
army  ftfrtrji  due  jiropotlion  Isalloiieil  to  Ihe  other  dqiflrtmcmi,  U  TUBtdT '"■ 
jarioupi  to  llic  teivicc-  Wjfh  Initli  il  may  Iw  vA'IkA  thai  *•  h«ve  »r  ihi*  rSn* 
upwArcln  kA  3000  flicu  (cndcfol  uti£l  U^x  ncrvice  foi  wnnt  of  cluatlu." —  ffmi- 
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which  has  been  &  is  dow  paid  for  every  species  of  Pro- 
vision. The  necessity  of  an  alteration  in  the  former 
value  has  been  long  urged  by  many  officers — and  for 
want  of  it  several.  1  believe,  have  left  the  service. 

1  have,  &c- 
P.  S.     By  advices  just  received,  thirtj^cighl  trans- 
ports  have   arrived    in    the    Delaware   with   troops. 
They  were  as  high  up  as  Reedy  Island  yesterday,     I 
suppose  they  arc  from  New  York. 


to  brigadier-general  varmjm. 

Drar  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  at  one  o'clock  this  day/  yours 
datc^d  twelve  lasl  night  came  to  hand.  This  has 
occasioned  an  alteration  in  the  Sentiments  of  myself 

■■'I  «B  tntcf  lo  firuJ  frum  yotxn  «(  yeiicffUy,  IhM  the  Arv  of  tli«  Bocrajp 
kail  Ba4c  vu  i;e«i  ui  iiui^rcuiuq  upuu  ilic  wvilut  of  Fuit  MilUlu.  tij&l  yaix 
ifcoagU  VI  «*a<nitinr  woiiM  Iv  nrfruary,  A%  I  lisvr  Ant  >«l  ttcirl  thAT  iht 
»cu«rc  «u  dcltinnirtf4  Dpc«i.  1  Kijfv  lE  ii  nol  (Arrici)  iii|r>  ticcutian.  If  it  w 
Adi,  it  b  llie  manJjTiDiii  o(>tnlon  of  a  C«uaLiI  uf  Ovacrol  ofljccn,  iioh  ii(tin|-, 
ttMt  1W  Fart  bf  hrld  tatht  hit  »ifTinlTjr.  pnd  lacnnblf  (hi^Coinmriiiiltfi|-  olli. 
00  N>'l^tbBs  dut  jcu  limxiciIiiiltlywiLhilrawfd]  Lhc  intoJ^il*  ibd  ItlSguci  men 
lai  At]  op  (httf  pliict  with  ilifT  mutt  frt*li  Jinil  i^iLiuml.  kikI  iImI  (lie  LrvuiA  in 
pnis^A  bcoftm  nctiihgni  (hai  iSrri'iBv  hy  rhnf  mi^tm  4>)ii3in  rr>it.  Ir  wvma 
«  •c<|]«<t  iK^bi.  th±1  ihe  Entny  yriW  not  iloriu.  whjie  rh?  Wnrki  ar*  k»pt  in 
BdiafcAr  icpalr  ami  tbuv  b  an  appcvantc  af  fcrce  upun  tltc  IiUni).  and  I 
ifciidK*  vniM  htn  yon  cttflanor  10  prevail  h^mr  tb«  Miliiu  m  go  c^ft  at 
■^1^.  »1b*a  tWn  it  nuatian  of  firing  and  wnrlt  till  ciny  ]i|;hf-  V'ou  may  |^ve 
ifciedi  ibe nuHl pMiiiT« aBunnta ttiAt  kit  doL  mctul  lokcrj>lhrin  llietdv^imt 
IbiltCiavwnL  This  TOuM  grcaltr  r«li?T«  llic  Co^tlT>e11Ut  Imnpt,  >»<!  hy  ibaw 
mrani  a  pd  d«a1  af  «i»l(  vJfht  b<  dooe,  Wc  uf  new  thinking  if  rbtn  ia 
■■7  pDiuUlitj  vf  AHaiklac  tKt  Hncuy  in  ei:vc£>c  ibii]  llienbjr  nyng  tb«  S«i£«. 
ir  it  ca»  lB«  doftt  vilb  iBj  pn^uhilify  nf  tuccna."— M'^ui^f*"*  ^^  OtmtnS 
Fjiw,  *mf^*Uiit  u  Snrvmhti,  1777. 


aod  the  Council  wlio  find  it  impossible,  from  your 
representations,  to  give  tiincrly  relief  to  the  Fort,  Wc 
therefore  are  now  of  opinion,  that  the  Cannon  and 
Stores  ought  immediately  to  be  removed  and  every 
thing  put  into  a  disposition  to  remove  totally  at  3 
moment's  warning;  but  as  every  day  t3ut  we  can 
hold  even  the  Island  is  so  much  time  gained,  I  would 
recommend  a  party  to  be  left,  who  mi^ht  find  good 
shelter  behind  the  ruined  works,  and  when  thcj' 
abandon,  they  should  set  fire  to  the  Barracks  ami  all 
remaining  buildings.  If  this  was  done  upon  a  Rood 
tide,  the  Enemy  could  not  come  out  of  Schuylkill 
with  Boats  to  pul  the  fire  out.  or  to  interrupt  the 
passage  at  the  Garrison.  If  what  works  remain 
could  be  blown  up  or  other  ways  cffcclually  destroyed 
before  evacuation,  it  would  take  the  Enemy  so  much 
more  time  and  labor  to  make  a  lodgement  upon  the 
Island.  Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  to  CoL 
Smith  and  let  him  know  I  reed  his  of  yesterday.  I 
hope  his  wound  is  not  dangerous,^     1  am^  &c- 

'  '*  I  lul  tiiyhl  r«i:Yiv«d  your  lavor  of  Iht  todi  in&lftni,  LnJ  fun  hottj  to  fiDd 
the  FticLjijS  IfALIctkh  liict  ]i!iirC[|  with  *bc\i  kiictci*  iipiifmr  uur  warkf.  Ncvrr> 
ihrlrti,  !  hope  they  wiU  ntif  uhlii;*'  yim  m  **»inmr^  ihrm,  Tlwyaiv<h(  TbrlAil 
imponAOce,  and  1  tmi  ^ill  ht  mBintninrd  i^^  ch*  latvtt  »tri>miry.  I  kft-vv 
»ri«rn  lo  General  Vftmuia  to  AJloud  >ou  UomedUle  mctof,  1>>  wDilim  itah 
imnp.  to  rrllcife  iTiuv  nnv  in  e^TliiOTi.  ind  also  tnch  niunbcn  nF  mTlfrfiv,  »%  hp 
rnaj  bv  pbls  lo  pievitiJ  ait  to  (o  to  your  fl>ujhtKnuc  Wilb  ihcu.  vrtry  u^rlwa 
ibonld  he  UBcd  htr  mpMnn  m  ibd  nis^t  whAtrvet  daniaEC  tht  hqH»  aiMf  suv 
(Kin  in  ih«  liay  Th^  mihirii  in  prIndpallyfWIgnrri  Tor  th]t«nd,atid  ih?]rftfv 
lo  bo  pcrmiliffd  ta  foturn  every  iBorning  to  Red  ilanU,  it  kudi  duU  be  th«ti 
Ch^jivc-  Oeiicml  V^iniuirt  will  funilth  all  ihe  fmadiich  jiml  pitlJkaiUesi  lie  b'kll. 
Vfii  mcy  r«>il  nnHnml,  Thut  I  will  ailnjw  every  rurauiH,  iiiir  tiTniri»a  will  idnil 
of,  10  gfve  f M  roller." —  W^jM/tfttH  ft  ttfutntunf  CpSmvI  Smith,  n  Nowm- 
ber,  17?7. 
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TO  UAfOK-GBNERAL   HEATIL 

lUAtvQCAKliUu.  II  Hovetciticr*  1777- 

Dear  Sir, 

In  my  tetter  of  the  5th  in  answer  to  yours  of  the 
22d  uhimo  I  mentioned,  that  it  was  not  oitr  interest 
to  expedite  the  passage  of  the  prisoners  to  England. 
Upon  a  review  of  the  matter.  I  am  more  and  more 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  obstrvalion.  The 
most  scrupulous  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
to  thcconvcntionof  Saratoga  will  justify  thdr  placing 
the  prisoners  in  garrisons,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in 
Britain,  and  will  enable  the  ministry  to  send  out  an 
equal  number  of  troops  to  reinforce  General  Howe. 
or  upon  any  other  service  against  these  Stales.  This 
being  the  case,  policy  and  a  regard  to  our  own  inter- 
est arc  strongly  opposed  to  our  adopting  or  pursuing 
any  measures,  to  facilUaie  cheir  embarkation  and 
passage  home,  which  are  not  required  of  us  by  the 
capitulation.  If  by  our  exertions  these  ends  arc  pro* 
moted,  our  generosity  witl  be  rewarded,  in  the  arrival 
of  as  tai^c  a  force  by  the  end  of  March,  or  early  in 
April,  for  the  purposes  suggested  above. 

These  considerations  lead  me  to  observe,  chat  it  is 
extremely  probable  General  Burgoync  will  apply  to 
you,  or  perhaps  to  the  council  of  the  State,  to  dis* 
pensc  with  the  articles  of  convention,  so  far  as  they 
respect  the  port  for  their  embarkation,  and  10  change 
it  from  Boston  to  some  place  in  Rhode  Island  or  in 
the  Sound  I  know  he  has  received  a  hint  upon  the 
subject  from  General  Howe,  Should  such  a  requisi- 
tion be  madt,  it  ought  not  to  be  complied  with  upon 
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any  principles  whatever  It  cannot  be  asked  as  a 
matter  of  right,  because  by  the  articles  Boston  is  as- 
signed as  the  port.  It  should  not  be  granted  as  a 
matter  of  favor,  because  the  indulgence  will  be  at- 
tended with  most  obvious  and  capital  dfsadvantages 
to  lis.  Besides  the  delay,  which  will  necessarily  arise 
from  confining  them  to  Boston,  as  the  place  of  dc* 
parturc,  their  transports  in  a  voyage  round  at  this 
season  may  probably  sufTcr  considerable  injury,  and 
many  of  them  may  be  blown  as  far  as  the  West 
Indies,  These  considerations,  afid  others  needless 
to  be  added,  have  strtick  me  in  so  important  a  point 
of  view,  that  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  write  to 
you  by  express.  Captn.  Vallancey.  who  came  with 
General  Burgoyne's  despatches,  left  this  on  his  return 
yesterday  mornings  and  I  makf:  no  doubt,  in  a  little 
time  after  his  arrival,  General  Burgoyne  will  request 
the  port  of  embarkation  to  be  altered.  Independent 
of  the  impolicy  of  granting  the  refiuisition^  It  appears 
to  me,  that  none  have  authority  to  do  it  but  Congress 
themselves.     I  am^  dear  Sir,  with  great  rcspeci*  &C.' 

**'  It  hA^Dccurrdi  lo  mc,  ihflt  ihcultl  St'  WillUni  Kowe  tiiU  ol^vtinflltly  n. 
fuGS  lo  wtTlt:  nny  ci|UELibtc  cjutcl  for  Ihv  cxcKilti^  trf  prwjncn.t  l^t  Cijn^raa 
w[jdld  be  imiLincilt  ill  unlcriJi^  tli<:  {uHilline  tlic  CuiivciitJun  gf  Suxtcuft  eu  lie 
dfliny^d,  unlil  llic  LJriil#d  SMtF«  rcf^vot  jmfio  in  W\\  panimlkr  At  Vif 
NLtt,  llerc  will  be  '^^Vf  fiw  of  GcnL  Uiirgoyikc't  toLdivrt  to  vmbM^l,  u  m«t  of 
Ibe  Gcniinns,  %\vX  a  arcal  uuny  uf  die  UnibKn  bivc  <lcicrieJ  upon  Iheii  mudi 
lOVBniE  Bo*t(sii,  uni!  mnny  more  wUl  yei  (iMcrt-" — GAlft  ta  lAf  /^ffndtuta/ 
ftM^/if,  10  November,  r777- 

"  I  lutt  aEtftii  onlvtuiriQi^  ihc  aniilUit  ii3^p  tW  Gcncni]  HviKuync  iTivulJ 
be  pmniTl^  tct  rhnngf  ih?  [>r>M  i^f  rmhArknltnn,  cr  ihat  th«  l^aii  viiriiiimn  of 
the  ipirit  «nd  icUu  of  the  conveutiou  wotiM  be  indulged  <i7  Ihe  troi^ps  under 
liJt  Willi iimikI-  TLicfc  i>  no  duubi.  but  lie  Biicbb  rcgiibcnli  upon  lEittf  «fTii«t 
in  FngUnd,  will  b<-  iwdrr*!  (i:i  j!n  Aviy  their,  hitt  Lbe  Ciermarii  cmnoi.  by  the 
Uwa  ^ervG  in  GrT4(  Itrtuin.  nr  IreUnd*     If  Genaial  Buisof'^B  bu  uiy  tiniiUr 
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TO   GOVERNOR   HENRY. 

WiimmAftiiiH  tj  November,  IT77- 
D»:ak  Sik. 

i  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  letter  of  mine, 
which  accompanies  this,  and  of  the  same  date,  for  a 
general  ;iccuuiit  of  our  situation  and  wants.  The  de* 
sign  of  this  is  only  to  inform  you,  and  ^vith  great 
truth  I  can  do  it,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  that  the 
army  which  I  have  had  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand,  has  not,  at  any  one  time  since  General  Howe  s 
landing  at  the  Head  of  Blk,  been  equal  in  point  of 
numbers  to  his.  In  ascertaining  this,  I  do  not  con* 
fine  myself  to  Continental  troops,  but  comprehend 
militia. 

The  disaffected  and  lukewarm  in  this  State,  tn 
whom  unhappily  it  too  much  abounds,  tnking  advan- 
tage of  the  distraction  in  the  government,  prevented 
those  vigorous  exertions,  which  an  invaded  State 
ought  to  have  yielded ;  and  the  short  term,  for 
which  their  militia  was  drawn  out.  expiring  before 
others  could  be  got  in,  and  before  the  Maryland 
militia  (which,  by  the  by,  were  few  in  number,  and 
did  not  join  till  after  the  battle:  of  Brandywine,)  came 
Up,  our  numbers  kept  nearly  at  a  stand,  and  I  was 
left  to  fight  two  battles,  in  order  if  possible  to  save 
Philadelphia,  with  \v.s,%  nimibtrrs  than  composed  the 
army  of  my  antagonist,  whilst  the  world  has  given  us 
at  least  double.     This  impression,  though  mortifying 

dcElcii.  vttfti  I  sufgaLHl  laCongicv  la  my  Inter  of  tbc  laih  iniEtuii.  a  copfof 
vUeh  t  cQDClui!*  your  HcmU«oc7  bM  received,  vill  be  ■  q^M^  nelhod  af  d^ 
Uyi^;.  if  (kol  AoaIIt  jrerenlioc  ihe  cxrcatton  of  hi*  projcci/' — CA9tt  U  WmM^ 
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in  some  points  of  view,  I  have  been  obli^d  to  e 
courage,  because,  next  to  being  strong,  it  is  best  to 
be  thought   so  by    the   enemy:  ^nii    to    this   cause 
principally  I  think  is  to  be  attributed  the  slow  move- 
ments of  General  Howe, 

I low  different  the  case  in  the  northern  department  1 
There  the  Slates  of  New  York  and  New  England, 
resolving  to  crush  Burgoyne,  continued  pouring  in 
their  troops,  till  the  surrender  of  that  army;  at 
which  time  not  less  than  fourteen  thousand  militia, 
as  1  have  been  informed^  were  actually  in  General 
Gates's  camp,  and  those  composed,  for  the  most 
part,  of  the  best  yeomanry  in  the  country,  well 
armed,  and  in  many  instances  supplied  with  pro-^ 
visions  of  their  own  carrying.  Had  the  same  spirit 
pervaded  the  people  of  thi^  and  the  neighboring 
States,  we  might  before  this  time  have  had  General 
Howe  nearly  in  the  situation  of  General  Burgoyne» 
with  this  difference,  that  the  former  would  never  have 
been  out  of  reach  of  his  ships,  whilst  the  latter  irn 
creased  his  danger  every  step  he  took,  having  but 
one  retreat  in  case  of  a  disaster,  and  that  blocked  up 
by  a  respectable  force. 

My  own  difficulties,  in  the  course  of  the  campaign, 
have  been  not  a  little  increased  by  the  extra  aid  of, 
Continental  troops^  which  the  gloomy  prospect  of 
our  affairs  in  the  northt  immediately  after  the  reduc-' 
tion  of  Ticonderoga,  induced  me  to  spare  from  this 
army.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  all  will  yet  end 
well.  If  the  cause  is  advanced,  indifferent  is  it  to  mo 
where  or  in  what  quarter  it  happens.     The  winter. 
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season,  with  the  aid  of  our  neighbors,  may  possibly 
bring  some  important  event  to  pass, 
I  am,  sincerely  and  respectfully,  dear  Sir,  &c- 


TO   SIR   WILLIAM    HOWE. 

llcAD-QrAKTEKS,  14  Kovcmbcrrr  <777- 
Slft. 

I  am  sorry  to  find,  by  the  tenor  of  your  letter 
of  the  6th  instant,  that  wc  still  unhappily  diBcr  in 
our  ideas  of  those  just  and  reasonable  terms,  upon 
which  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  might  take 
place,  and  chat  an  event  so  desirable  is  probably  yet 
at  a  distance.  This  being  the  case,  that  relief  to  the 
unhappy,  where  it  Is  practicable,  may  no  longer  be 
delayed,  I  am  induced  to  accede  to  your  proposition, 
made  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frnier,  "that  the 
ofRcers,  who  are  prisoners  of  war,  on  both  sides 
should  be  released,  and  have  liberty  to  relum  among 
their  friends  on  parole."  I  shall  expect  your  answer 
as  soon  as  possible  upon  this  subject ;  after  which  I 
shall  give  immediately  the  neccss.iry  onlers  for  the 
rclum  of  your  officers  to  such  places  as  yuu  appoinL 
At  the  same  time,  1  wish  that  their  exchange  may  ap- 
pear to  you,  as  it  does  to  me.  the  more  eligible  mode 
of  release-  Notwithslanding  what  I  have  said,  if  the 
interpretation  I  have  given  your  letter  docs  not  cor- 
iTspond  with  your  own  me.ining,  and  you  are  disposed 
to  proceed  to  an  exchange  of  all  the  prisoners  in  your 
possession,  for  an  equal  number  of  those  in  my  hands. 

without  regard  to  the  dispute  subsisting  between  us, 
13 
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I  shall  be  happy  to  adopt  the  measure.  I  therefore 
request  an  explanation  of  the  third  paragraph  of  your 
letter,  where  you  say, — "  Those  at  present  prisoners 
with  me  arc  ready  to  be  delivered  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  it  rests  solely  with  you  to  justify  mc  In 
doing  it-" 

In  respect  to  the  charge  against  Mr  Boudinot,  the 
enclosed  paper  will  show  he  has  not  f«iiied  lo  repre- 
sent to  Mr.  Lorinj^  the  wants  of  the  prii^oners  in  our 
hands.  That  these  may  be  supplied.  I  shall  upon 
your  application  grant  passports  to  such  persons,  not 
above  the  rank  of  regimental  quarterma&ters,  as  you 
may  send  out  with  necessaries  for  them. 

You  call  upon  me  to  redress  the  grievances  of  sev- 
eral of  your  officers  and  men,  who,  you  arc  pleased 
to  say,  "  you  arc  well  informed  arc  most  injuriously 
and  unjustifiably  loaded  with  irons."  If  there  is  a 
single  instance  of  a  prisoner  of  war  being  in  irons,  t 
am  ignorant  ol  it ;  nor  can  I  find  on  the  most  minute 
inquiry,  that  there  is  the  least  foundation  \ot  the 
charge.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  your  ofhcers  and  men,  who  are  prisoners 
with  us.  are  experiencing  a  very  different  treatment. 
I  wish  you  to  particularize  the  cases  you  allude  to, 
that  relief  may  be  had,  if  the  complaints  arc  well 
founded,  and  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  persons 
shall  not  forbid  it. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  grievances,  I  am 
constrained  to  observe,  that  I  have  a  variety  of  ac- 
counts, not  only  from  prisoners  who  have  made  their 
escape,  but  from  persons  who  have  lefl  Philadelphia* 
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that  our  private  soldiers  in  your  hands  are  treated  in 
a  manner  Hhncking  to  hLimanity,  and  that  many  of 
them  must  have  perished  through  hunger,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  added  in  aggravation,  that  tliis  treatment 
IS  to  oblige  them  to  enlist  In  the  corps  you  are  ruii;- 
ing.  The  friends  of  these  unhappy  men  call  daily 
upon  mc  for  their  relief,  and  the  people  at  large  insist 
on  retaliating  upon  those  !n  our  possession.  Justice 
demands  it  However,  before  I  could  proceed  to  a 
measure  my  feelings  recoil  at,  I  thought  it  right  to 
mention  the  facts  to  you  :  and  1  would  propose,  that 
I  may  be  allowed  to  send  a  suitable  person  into  the 
dty  undf^r  th<^  usual  restrictions,  to  examine  into  the 
truth  of  them. 

I  must  also  remonstrate  against  the  maltreatment 
and  confinement  of  our  officers.  This,  1  am  informed, 
LS  not  only  the  case  of  those  in  Philadelphia,  but  of 
many  in  New  York.  Whatever  plausible  pretences 
may  be  ui^cd  to  aulhori/e  the  condition  of  the  for- 
mer, it  is  certain  bui  few  circumstances  can  arise  to 
justify  that  of  the  latter.  I  appeal  to  you  to  redress 
these  several  wrongs  ;  and  you  will  renn^mber,  what- 
ever hardships  the  prisoners  with  us  may  be  subjected 
to  will  be  chai^cablc  on  you.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
but  justice  to  observe,  that  many  of  the  cruellies  ex- 
ercised towards  prisoners  are  said  to  proceed  from 
the  inhumanity  of  Mn  Cunningham,  provost-martial, 
without  your  knowlc:dge  or  approbation.  1  am.  Sir, 
with  due  respect.  &c. 

P.  Sw     Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  my  letter,  two 
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persons,  men  of  reputation,  came  from  Philadelphia. 
I  transmit  to  you  their  depositions  respecting  the 
treatment  they  received  while  they  were  your  prison- 
ers. I  will  not  comment  upon  the  subject.  Ic  is  too 
painfuL 


TO    JOHN    PARKE  CUSTtS. 

No\«iibax  [4,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  twenty  sixth  ultimo  came  to  my 
hands  in  due  course  of  pos:.  I  observe  what  you  say 
respecting  the  renting  of  Claiborne's.  It  is  not  my 
wish  to  let  it  for  any  longer  term  than  your  mamma 
inclines  to,  and  at  no  rate,  for  her  life,  unless  it  is 
perfectly  agreeable  to  hen  This  I  did  conceive 
would  have  been  the  case  (as  I  think  she  informed 
me)  to  you  ;  but  if  it  is  not,  I  am  equally  well  pleased. 
I  am  very  wdl  convinced  that  1  can.  when  time  will 
permit  me  to  attend  to  my  own  business,  readily  rent 
the  place  for  my  own  interest  in  it,  as  there  are  many 
that  wish  for  It  If  tliere  is  but  tolerable  good 
grounds  to  suspect  that  the  distemper  will  get  among 
my  cattle  at  Claiborncs,  1  shall  be  glad  if  you  would 
desire  Mr.  I  [ill.  when  you  next  write  to  him,  to  dis* 
pose  of  them  if  he  can  (provided  he  also  coincides 
with  you  in  opinion)* 

It  is  much  to  be  wishfrd  that  a  remedy  could  be 
applied  to  the  depreciation  of  our  currency,  I  know 
of  no  person  better  qualihed  to  do  this  than  Colonel 
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Mason,  and  sliall  1>e  very  happy  to  hear  that  he  has 
taken  it  in  harid.  Long  have  I  been  persuaded  of 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  tax  for  the  pur|>ose 
of  sinking  the  p:iper  money,  and  why  it  has  been 
delayed  better  politicians  than  I  must  account  fon 
What  plan  Culonel  Mason  may  have  in  contcmpla* 
tion  for  filling  jp  the  Virginia  regiments  I  know  not, 
but  certain  I  am  that  this  is  a  measure  that  can  not 
be  di5pens<:d  with»  nor  ought  not  under  any  pretext 
whatsoever  I  hope  Colonel  Mason's  health  will 
admit  his  attendance  en  the  Assembly,  and  no  other 
plea  should  be  offered,  much  less  received  by  his 
constituents. 

It  is  perfectly  agreeablr,  too,  that  Colonel  Baylor 
should  share  part  of  the  privateer.  I  have  spoken  to 
him  on  the  subject ;  he  still  continues  in  the  same 
mind,  and  will  write  to  you  on  the  siibjt-ct.  1  shall 
therefore  consider  myself  as  possessing  one  fourth  of 
your  full  share,  and  that  yourself,  Baylor.  L.  Wash* 
tngton,  and  I  are  equally  concerned  in  the  share  you 
at  first  held. 

The  only  articles  of  intelligence  worth  communi- 
cating I  havr  written  to  your  mamma,  and  refer  you 
to  that  letter.  We  have  an  account,  indeed,  which 
seems  to  gain  credit,  that  Weeks,  with  a  squadron  of 
ship^  fitted  out  of  the  French  ports,  under  continen- 
tal colors,  had  taken  fift>'  three  homeward  bound 
West  Indiamen  (chiefly  from  Jamaica)  in  the  English 
channel ;  that  Lord  Slormoni  was  recalled  from  the 
court  of  France ;  and  w*ar  expected  every  moment 
between  Prance  and  Britain.     God  send  it. 
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Give  my  love  to  Nelly,  and  be  assured  that  with 
sincere  regard  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affec- 
tionate. 


TO  ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 


Dear  Sir: 

I  have  duly  received  your  several  favors  from  the 
time  you  left  me  to  that  of  the  12th  inst.  I  approve 
entirely  of  all  the  steps  you  have  taken,  and  have  only 
to  wish  that  the  exertions  of  those  you  have  had  to 
deal  wilh^  had  kept  pace  v^ith  your  zeal  and  good  in- 
tentions. I  hop??  your  health  will  before  this  have 
permitted  you  to  push  on  the  rear  of  the  whole  rein- 
forcement beyond  New  Windsor.  Some  of  the 
enemy's  ships  have  arriv'd  in  the  Delaware,  but  how 
many  have  troops  on  board  1  cannot  exactly  a^ccr- 
tain»  The  enemy  have  lately  damaged  Port  Mifflin 
considerably,  but  our  people  keep  possession  and 
seem  determined  to  do  so  to  the  last  extremity* 
Our  loss  in  men  has  hpen  but  small,  Capt.  Treat 
is  unfortunately  among  the  killed.  I  wish  you  a  safe 
return. 


TO    BRIGADIER'GENCKAL    CONWAY, 

Sin, 

In  answer  to  your  favor  of  this  date,  it  remains 
with  Congress  atone  to  accept  your  resignation.  This 
being  the  case,  1  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  the 
army,  till  you  have  obtained  their  consent     When 
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that  is  done,  I  shall  not  object  to  your  departure, 
nnce  it  is  your  inclination.  I  thank  you  much  for 
^your  wishe*^  for  ihe  liberty  of  America,  anJ  the  sx\c- 
eess  of  our  arms,  and  have  only  to  add.  that,  in  case 
you  arc  permitted  to  return  by  Congress,  you  will 
have  my  hopes  for  a  favorable  passage,  and  a 
happy  meeting  with  your  family  and  friends,  I 
am.  Sir,  &c' 


TO   NAJOK-CENERAL   fiT.   CLAIK,    HAJ0R-GEK£KAL    BARON 
DE    KALB>    AND    DRrUADtUK-GCNHKAL    KNOX. 

IJWIRUCTIOM* 

Vou  irc  to  proceed  whh  All  convenient  expedition  to  Fort  Mer- 
cer, where  by  coafcrring  wilh  Krigadicr  Gencrnl  Vaniiltil,  Cor»- 
Bodore  Huelwuod  irtd  «uch  other  ofliecrs  as  you  nuiy  think 
proper  10  coAiult — ind  from  your  own  %-iew  of  ihe  grotind  and 
Ri*er,  joti  will  invcaligite  llit  following  Poinds, 

I.  The  Practicihditr  o\  hindering  tho  Erii-iny  fiom  cleahD|;tho 
oum  Clwnnei  of  the  Chevaux  de  frise  which  now  obsimcifi  it — 
vrhhoui  having  jiosirsston  of  Nfud  Island. 

'  Gflotf^l  CcuHiy  bjul  thr  *\ay  Ijrf<m  u-Jil  hin  cummiviitm  lu  Con]£ni<v  and 

2>k«  u  «  rMKrt)  tt>  Gc««nl  Wdthingrcm.  that  i  Inngpr  (Uy  m  Arnvnca 

tDilwiccf  h'>  ruk  tad  hopei    of    promotion    in    Fnncc,   uicllnf;  : 

^'Alihou£h  I  kvre  ihe  cdoilncnt.  J  hf^il)  cvrr  chtrifih  ihc  c*iii>e  for  which 

t0«f^ :  ted,  if  lb*  plflE  t  tvnX  ti>  Cutiereu  m  iHvfittil,  I  ho]>c  1  iihalJ  Aorve 

noro  c^MtiuIly  It*  uki>ihcr  pari  of  ihc  WQild,"     ^^']]■l  Ihu  ]-<Jan  wm 

iloaiiCFt  fndmjiEV  -  not  is  It  ipiiircnt  Troin  ihv  jutunaU  tTml  Conifma  »- 

1Q94  bi  rHigftfrior.  Ihoagh  H  vrouH  vFin  Ihm  hrivfin^  trmn  tbp  army.  He 

•I  iW  Mdw  liuK  4  biiic,  cooQplnififiig,  b««»[fu1,  uiJ  wmewhat  fmpa<teDl 

ID  Ml.  Clurlc^  CudIL  wbkli  #«  mcani  foi  Cun^tcb,  ^ictil  wiu  tcci>rtU 

rMd  In  that  abvmhly.     In  Ili4(  1rrl#r  he  uid:  "  Svv#n  wKkingo  Kcvenl 

ra  wrvic  to  mc  froiB  Ihc  X4i  of  Ctrn^cB.  mcntitpnine  the  rcry  ciinor- 

dtwounei  hdd  hjr  ytni,  >lr,  by  Mi.  LoveUp  Mr,  Diier,  and  lomc  otbci 

an  Kccvnl  of  ony  tpplyUjg  for  the  mDk  of  mijor^nrnl.     II  I  hitd 

l«  «<tl  £rcundo(t  ntcnlncnt,  I  duuM  uoJoubtcJl^  hflvt  Idt  Ul« 

■my  taftnEly." 
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>.  AMial  f&nlicr  aid  wauld  be  requutd  from  ihlsi  Aimy  to  effect 
the  purpose  above  incntioncij.  »up[>oaItig  u  prActkible,  and  how 
fihould  such  aid  be  di«po«ed — 

3.  Wheiherour  Fleet  wiU  be  ;ib]e  tolccep  the  River,  in  caseih^ 
Rnem/  make  a  Unti^emetit,  anrl  eitaMish  Baltenp*  cm  Mud  Island. 

4.  Supposing  the  Fleet  necessitated  to  retire,  whelhec  the  Land 
force  could  maintain  its  present  i'oMtion  independently  of  it, 

5.  Whether  it  be  practicable  to  take  or  drive  away  the  Enemy's 
Flofltioj^  Battery,  and  if  either  can  be  donr.  whether  an  obstruc- 
tion may  not  be  laid  m  Ihc  Channel  ihrongh  which  she  pA»sed,to 
oa  to  prevent  the  Parage  of  any  ve»el  in  future, 

6.  If  the  Fleet  should  be  obliged  lo  retir*  and  Fort  Mercer  be 
invested  by  ihe  Enemy,  by  what  mean^  touU  ihe  Garrison  lie 
drawn  off,  or  reinforced  if  cither  should  be  judged  necessary' — 
You  wiJi  be  particular  in  making  my  acknoM^ledgements  to  those 
officers -ind  men  who  have  disiinginshed  themselves  in  The  defense 
of  Ihe  Fort  and  assuring  them  that  1  have  «  high  Sense  of  iheir 
gallant  Conduct. 

This  i&  by  no  means  to  be  understood,  Genlkmen^  ai  r«Btrain- 
ing  ycu  to  the  etcaminKtion  only  of  the  particular  poEnU  «nuraet< 
atcd,  which  arc  intended  as  a  memorandum — but  you  will  in  eoa- 
jaoctioD  with  the  Commanding  odiccrs  on  the  spot^  make  every 
such  arrangement  and  alteration  as  shall  appear  essential— Given 
at  headquarter*,  17  November,  1777-' 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRKSi 

HKAn-QirARTBaa,  WmricMAttan,  17  November,  in?- 
Silt, 

1  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that   Fort  Mifflin  was 

evacuated  the  night  before  last^  after  a  defence  which 

does  credit  to  the  American  arms,  and  will  ever  re- 

■  "  The  Generalt  Sr.  Clkir,  Knra  afwl  Kaih  reTnrntd  lo  Camp  lhi«  Sir»aii^ 
thejr  aic  Ji[l  c]c»r  \\\  their  i>}iiiLi(->na  tlmt  kcriiing  pnssfs^Jnn  vt\  (he  Jersey  iTioiv 
■t  »x  ucar  Rri]  Bunk  is  of  ihc  Iih(  JniptirtaiiL-r.  I  hav?  ihcfrfon  deicrmlncd  \x> 
makp  Picb  in  nykliiinn  wi  ihr  Bpmfnrcrinml  Thol  moTThed  thi»  moni^iift  fit"i*r 
Gcnl-  Nuotincdon  EhaL  1  vn  id  hot^ci  you  wilt  \rt  aUv  k>  ^jtc  on  cGcclual 
Check  10  the  force  whli;h  the  Kncm>  M  prciciii  bavc  la  Jtncj.    Gcnf.  Gitwit 
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fleet  the  highest  honor  upon  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  garrison.  The  works  were  entirely  beat  down  ; 
every  piece  of  cannon  dismounted,  and  one  of  the 
enemy's  ships  so  near,  that  she  threw  grenades  into 
the  fort,  and  killed  men  upon  the  platforms,  from  her 
tops,  before  tliey  quitted  the  Island.  This  ship  had 
been  cut  down  for  tlie  piirposr,  and  so  constructed 
that  she  made  but  a  small  draft  of  water,  and  by 
these  means  warped  in  between  Fort  Mifflin  and  the 
Province  Island.  Some  rnmpUinls  are  made,  that 
Uie  captains  of  the  galleys  did  not  sufficiently  exert 
themselves  to  drive  this  vessel  from  her  station  :  but 
[  shall  not  detv^rmino  any  thing  upon  the  matter  till  a 
proper  inquiry  is  made 

Nothing  in  the  course  of  this  campaign  has  taken 
up  so  much  of  the  attention  and  consideration  of  my- 
self and  all  the  general  officers,  as  the  possibility  of 
giving  a  further  relief  to  Fort  Mifflin,  than  what  wc 
had  already  affordt-^d.  Such  a  garrison  was  thrown 
into  it,  as  has  been  found  by  experience  capable  of 
defending  it  to  the  last  extremity;  and  Red  Bank, 
which  was  deemed  essentially  necessary,  not  only  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  open  the  communication,  but 
of  annoj-tng  the  enemy's  ships  and  covering  our  own 
fleet,  has  been  possessed  by  a  considerable  detachment 
from  this  army.     The  only  remaining  and  practicable 


«m  Uke  Cbe  oomnmuil  uf  (tic  Rcinforceniviil — Vrry  much  will  ilvpcnd  upon 
tfinf  pawrtBten  tti  ¥<rn  Merest,  *4  («  mlii(r  U  (he  Enemy  will  be  obliged 
IQ  pal  tlMBMctrc*  IB  ■  rerj  diui£Tv«iUe  tilvJitian  to  (hcc&  awA  adviuiUctCiO*  lo 
uu  iIMn  A  UI1DW  neck  cf  knd  brtwtcA  ivo  Cmks,  with  uir  whvlc  force  ^mvt- 
Mig  ay  Ac4r  IUat.     Thnvforv  ^Icnrj-  Colonel  Green  To  \\9lA  ii  if  pottitUt  (ill 
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mode  of  j^iving  relief  to  the  fort  was  by  dislodging  V 
the  enemy  from  Province  Island,  from  wlicnce  they 
kept  up  ^n  incessan:  fire.  But  thU.  from  the  situation  H 
of  the  ground,  was  not  to  be  attcmplcd  with  any  dc*  ^^ 
gree  of  safety  to  ihL'  atiacklng  piirty,  imles^  the  whole 
or  a  considerable  part  of  the  army  should  be  removed  ^ 
to  the  west  side  of  Schuylkill  to  support  and  cover  it^| 

To  account  for  this,  you  must  be  made  acquainted  ^ 
with  the  nature  of  the  ground  In  order  to  have 
made  the  attack  upon  Province  Island,  the  party 
destined  for  that  service,  which  would  have  been  at 
least  fifteen  hundred,  must  have  marched  down  tho 
Chester  road  as  far  as  the  Bell  Inn  near  Derby,  and 
thence,  lurning  towards  Delaware,  must  have  pro- 
ceeded about  four  miles  further  through  a  neck  of 
land  to  the  Island.  The  enemy  have  a  bridge  at  the 
Middle  Ferry  upon  ihe  Schuylkill  which  !s  but  four 
miles  from  the  Bell  Inn;  consequently,  by  throwir^ 
a  body  of  men  over  that  bridge  upon  the  first  div 
covery  of  our  design,  and  marching  down  to  the  Bell, 
they  would  have  effectually  cut  off  our  detachment 
upon  iheir  return.  It  is  true,  the  covering  parly 
might  have  consisted  of  a  less  number  than  the  whole 
army  ;  but  then  those  remaining  upon  this  side  of  the 
river  would  have  been  too  few  to  have  been  intrusted 
with  all  the  artillery  and  stores  of  the  army,  within  j 
twelve  miles  of  the  enemy. 

There  were  many  and  very  forcible  reasons  against 
a  total  remove  to  the  west  side  of  Schuylkill.  Leav- 
ing all  our  stores  at  Easton>  Bclhlelicm.  and  Allen- 
town    uncovered,    and   abandoning   several    of    out 


I 

I 


hospitals  within  reach  of  the  enemy,  first  presented 
themselves.  Another,  and  in  my  opinion  a  more 
weighty  ri^^ason  than  either  of  the  preceding,  was  the 
Importance  of  supporting  the  post  at  Red  Bank, 
upon  which  that  at  Fort  Mifflin  in  a  great  measure 
depended,  as  tlirough  it  we  sent  in  supplies  of  men. 
provisions,  and  ammunition.  The  enemy,  sensible 
of  this,  endeavored  to  diidud^e  us  from  Red  Bank  on 
the  22d  last  month  ;  which,  as  Congress  have  been 
informed,  cost  them  four  hundred  men, 

Now  had  our  army  been  up  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Schuylkill,  they  night,  without  any  danger  of  nn 
attack  upon  their  tines,  have  liiruwn  over  so  consid- 
erable a  force  into  Jt:rsey.  that  they  might  have 
overpowered  the  garrison,  and,  by  making  themselves 
masters  of  it,  have  reduced  Fort  Mifflin  by  famine  or 
want  of  ammunition.  Thus  we  should  in  all  proba- 
bility have  lost  both  posts  by  one  stroke.  They  might 
also,  by  uking  possession  of  the  fords  vipnn  Sdiuy!- 
kill,  have  rendered  the  junction  of  our  northern 
reinforcements  with  us  a  very  difficult,  if  not  an  im- 
practicable mailer;  and.  should  any  accident  have 
happened  to  them,  we  should  have  stood  a  ver>*  poor 
chance  o(  looking  General  Howe  in  the  face  through 
the  winter,  with  an  inferior  army.  We  should  finally 
have  thrown  the  army  into  such  a  situation,  that  we 
must  inevit.ibly  linve  drawn  on  a  general  engagement 
be/ore  our  reinforcements  arrived  ;  which,  consider- 
ing our  disparity  of  numbers,  would  probably  have 
ended  with  the  most  disagreeable  consequences, 

It   was  therefore  determined  a  few  days  ago  to 


J 


wait  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement  from  the  north- 
ward, before  any  alteration  could  *tafely  be  made  in 
the  disposition  of  the  army;  nnd  I  was  not  without 
hopes,  that  the  fort  would  have  held  out  till  that 
time.  That  we  might  then  have  moved  without  en» 
dangcring  the  stores,  I  had  given  orders  for  the 
removal  of  them,  from  the  places  before  mentioned, 
to  Lebanon  and  other  places  in  Lancaster  county,, 
which  is  at  any  rate  more  safe  and  convenient  than 
where  they  wera 

As  the  keeping  possession  of  Red  Bank,  and 
thereby  atill  preventing  the  enemy  from  weighing 
the  chevaux'de-frise  before  the  frost  obliges  their 
shij^  to  quit  the  river,  has  become  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance,  I  have  determined  to  send 
down  General  St  Clair,  General  Knox,  and  Baron 
Kalb,  to  take  a  view  of  the  ground,  and  to  endeavor 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  most  probable  means  of 
secL^ring  it.  They  will  at  thi?  same  time  see  how  far 
it  is  possible  for  our  fleet  to  keep  their  station  smce 
the  loss  of  Fort  Mifflin,  and  also  make  the  proper 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  captains  of  the 
galleys  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter/ 
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'  Foi  Kx  days  preceding  the  evacufttion  of  Fori  Miillin^  the  tire  from  El< 
Bnomjr'B  hsid-nVif  aud  bhi%iiiiiiE  hid  been  inonidnE.  M>jur  Flmr^r  kfrpl  ft 
JMiTnal  of  «v«nu.  which  w  Jajiy  Fwws,Tdc<l  to  (JencmL  Wathingtan,  ud 
from  wlxl<h  [lie  foUi>»iiiji  am  esIrflCU.— " -Virt-fw^r  lOfA,  at  ^ifOH,  T  wa  ij> 
tcnuptnJ  by  (be  bumbhArid  IndK  which  full  llikkly.  The  5r1ftf  iiicirUM. 
hut  not  Xhe  (nffrrt ;  our  tiBrrarkc  alnno  nufler.  Tsio  aV/o/*  ;  the  tltrtf^'ifm  oJ  Lh« 
fire  ii  ch&n|£cc!  ;  t>i|j  p,iUucT(jauff(i  :  .tdiucn  tii  tlictn  ate  broken  iI^wq  ;  ^tie  i>f 
our  cannon  is  dama^rd:  T  am  afmiJ  il  wdl  nul  firr  ilrai^t.  £!ffm  oUitHkal 
■i^^'/  the  erem^  keep  up  a  ^nng  every  h>1f  h^Mir^  Oiirgamwr  i^iinmkthei  : 
our  wlilicii  art  ijvcrwhdnic<lw)th  Ulijcue.— il/A,  The  Cficmy  keep  up  a  hr4v> 
fire;  rliey  have  L^hinecd  IhedlicGtion  oi  Ihclreiiihiwufa  uiiJ  iii»Lc«d  of  bftttet- 
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I  am  informed  that  it  is  a  matter  of  ama^temen:, 
and  that  reflections  have  been  thrown  out  against 
this  army,  for  not  being  more  active  and  enttq>ri5ing 
than,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  tliey  ought  to  have 
been.  If  the  cliarge  is  justi  the  best  way  to  account 
for  it  will  b^;  to  refer  you  to  the  returns  of  our 
streagth,  and  those  which  I  can  produce  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  the  enclosed  abstract  of  the  clothing 
now  actually  wanting  for  the  army  ;  and  then  I  think 
the  wonder  will  be,  how  tliey  keep  the  field  at  all  in 


iac  °«r  poliidJa  in  itv\%U  lbc>  Ukc  tbcm  obliqavTy  and  do  ^mit  xufiay  to  our 
Dortb  (Ul*.  Atn^ht;  Oif  enemy  Arc  ilhiI  intrmipt  onr  worim  Thrw  vencit 
hax  pMMd  up  brtwcn  as  and  f*FDvinf«  Itldnd  without  any  moledii-ii^n  from 
Ika  (lllen*  Col^ovl  ScdUli^  CapUJfL  Gcurj^t.  hud  mriclf  rtuuiiJcEl.  Tliuic 
[WO  t'^tl'Bieii  pnted  immaliitdy  lo  Red  Btnk. — imk  Ht-jtvy  Aririj* :  our 
Ivo  cigbI«*n-pOBnd«rt  dl  \hi  nottbeni  bfttlviy  itiffikomilaj.  ,41  nx^At;  lli« 
CDcvy  tkiow  ■ixM'.  ird  vrt  «rE  4liin>(d  by  ihinj  boats'-Jj/.J.  The  enemy 
tnavopcnrtl  4  TatCfry  4>ii  lh«  fvld  Prny  ^^ImrT :  ihe  vilV  g(  our  roundt  li  d«. 
OMTcd.  tk«  blKk-toutn  Fuint-L  Out  g»hi<>n  iv  cnhftuktvd  with  Ucji^u?  anil 
ID  baihh. — t^''*  The  tn^vxy  )u,«g  kc|iL  Lip  11  firiui^  uimii  lu  pHJl  i?f  i!ic  iii|>bl. 
DayUch  Aicoffca  If)  u  ■  floAliag  batUr^  [tlnrvil  n  tiirlr  nUivr^  ihrtr  f>ruTid 
hAtterysad  iwb  Iha  iKw*.  Jliwdt  fV/ifJ/  Oit  enoiDj  ki»p  up  a  Grtal  &r« 
Ftoa  Ibcif  Aa«tiiif>  luttciy  end  the  ibore  :  oui  IjlocL-huiita  «■(  m  t  plUfd  ciju- 
iktoa.  At  wwq;  vr  bivp  (nnncrO  Eht  nrudng  haiiay.  A  Ijoai.  whi^h  thli 
4iyd<wrted  ttom  th«  ll«ci.  vuUl  hAv«  e^ifrn  Ihc  caeioy  luflidcnt  intimUiDn  of 
«ar  WBakttBrt  ;  ifacy  irill  yvrhtHj  DllcmpI  a  luJ^mctit  nn  lEic  I-Jind^  wbithtrv 
naftTTt  prrrcM  vtlh  riiir  itrrwri  xmti^ih, " 

CcioMl  Soulh  Hiu  waandcii  <iii  cb*  tiih.  lU  hod  gone  into  the  Larmcki  \a 
uuvgr  ■  ktlcf  to  GcnCTfti  Vunmn*  A  ball  pvooJ  ihiuui^b  tljc  cbidnicy  ;  he 
ns  tinick  by  Ihc  KAticfCfl  hildu,  Knd  for  a  ilme  fcnmEflMl  vti^iririu,  Kb 
Rbnd  the  ume  dAj^  lit  Rdl  UkdIi.  4fld  tha  tnmmond  d*irahr«d  on  Lieulvnant 
CoImcI  RiitfcU.  of  tbc  CojiiieciicuL  liiic.  KihanKO  m'lh  FAlicuc  anJ  d1  bbtUb. 
kadctftivd  won  Bfirr  la  b*  rwnTltd.  Vfijor  T^nycr.  of  the  Kho>lF  ItlftnrI  Une, 
votaaWcrvd  taulc*  the  iomni«id,  whkch  be  reUiHCd  ffocn  tbfi  r^Tli  id)  lUv 
«f  ihc  i6th>  Ceocni  Vaiauoi  uruLcuii  llie  istb,  ol  >tt  vMiick  iu  Ihe 
■iUrmaok  :  "  The  Arc  ^  iinlierinl  from  thr  ihlpplnc  athI  haTi#rrk  W*  havr 
laa  •  2rv«i  viAy  oncn  Ut-day ;  ■  gnu:  nany  oAc«r  arc  killed  ud  voundtd, 
Uy  £ae  «ap&iy  of  wtilkry  ie  idaoal  dc»IiD)<0,  W«  ibull  be  oblib^vd  lo 
wxvMt  lb«  foil  IhknisbL     Mijor  Titbot  li  bftdly  wouncTc^!.      %fnjaT  t'lfury 
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tents  at  this  season  of  the  yean  What  stock  the 
cloth ier^gpneral  has  to  supply  this  demand,  or  whatfl 
are  his  prospectSj  he  himself  wt!l  inform  you,  as  I 
have  directed  him  to  go  to  York  Town  to  lay  these 
matters  before  Congress.  There  are.  besides,  most 
of  those  In  the  hospitals  more  bare  than  those  in  thi 
iield  ;  many  remain  there  for  want  of  dothes  only. 

Several  general  officers,  unable  to  procure  clothing 
in  the  common  line,  have  employed  agents  to  pur- 
chase up  what  could  be  found  in  different  parts  of 

l»  wtwndod  ■]».  ft  h  Impoutbit  for  ui  officer  lo  pceivh  mon;  mciii,  th» 
Oilrinel  ThDycr^  who  niinmflbdt  thff  bnvr  l^ttlf  garrlton."  A{dD,  on  tfc« 
l6(h  :   "  Wc    were   oMj^od   lo   ovacuftU  Fcfll   Miffiin  la*t  tvcning'     Uijor 

[crt  niT,  Ihil  [>n44r|]|y  rniilrl  In-.  Thf  nnrtcin  rniiM  mil  hr  ivmrvml  vrilbcnf 
nnlup^  toogTviU  a  uctiFiot  of  loen,  nt  tho  Vigilant  I17-  wilh^n  <'ii«  hjA4nd 
yikFili  of  ilic  soutbcru  p*rl  of  tijc  wurk».  hnd  wUb  licf  Enccuuki  £rc.  hftod* 
ftreniidet.  inil  mutltclry  fron  lli«  riMtnd-Tap,  litlleJ  «vefy  mm  lliic  ippHiol 
«pon  the  plBiiofDiK."— J/-?-  UtUrt.  ^1 

Ancr  tliE  AfFHtr  uf  Red  BjulIl^  Cc]Ti|;rc«:i  ruHilTcH,  l]i«t  a  kw^jnl  aliould  be  pre^H 
"•nMil  lo  Crjionel  Grttrw,  im-l  «l»n  lo  rnlnrn-l  Smith,  irnl  Tfrnimmlcirr  HdxvJ* 
wood.  V  n  rcwaiti  r>f  their  g^IUnli^.  The  managrmcnt  of  \\w  fl««l,  tii>#«vTr, 
h«i1  not  t^ecii  ihouchl  audi,  «%  tc  jualify  ail  hunoi  u|  iliii  L^nd  u>  f U  commBadcT. 
Klcui^  wHt  proinoicrl  lo  th«  nnk  of  Iteutcntni-colontl  in  the  Hmiy.  H«  hid 
f-lnodj  received  fiom  Contrcts  Ihe  (ift  of  nhoiu,  u  m  i«linioni«l  «4  tliciv 
iciiK  bf  liih  merit  x(  tlio  b»ilLe  of  BMndytviit^  Kbtn  a  1ion«  wu  ibot  nndv 
him— y-TMrniiif,  Sr|it*mbpc  IJth  :  NtWfrmhw  4th,  SOlh. 

'*  £nf-]i»td  IK  0  Icltor  to  Major  FIvuTy,  whom  [  orrlerfd  to  Fort  Uifflin  to 
»crvcljii)uikHly  oJ  cn^iiicti.  As  he  la  a  yuunh:  link"  uf  uicou.  4nJ  ho  fnftde 
ihln  brunch  of  military  icrvicflhi*  pfl-Miculat  ttuily,  I  plflce  %  cfjuiiilfnc*  tn  Wm. 
Veu  wiU  thervfore  mik«  Iha  hciit  irr4.n|>4niciit  ler  «tifthlin|£  him  lo  cairy  tulA 
pUu«  luIq  eietutJoii.  u  luid?  withiji  hi»  dqicitmvDt.  Il»  AUthcvilT.  al  the 
tunr  tlmt^  thai  It  i«  Tnhonlmnttf  to  ycnjti,  thitiI  bv  «uHI(i«mt  fcr  putiinj^  into 
pnii;1m  wlkil  hit  knowledge  of  forlif^calion  jwinltokit  Aineceuuyfor  deUndlog 
lite  tiuftl ;  and  hb  ■ItiiadiiiciU.  Ihvlijfh  infe'tur,  beiiiic  vf  <  dihtiuci  tad  tepanlc 
nftlun?.  rFi|Liirc:%  Umi  I1U  orrlcrfi  ihauM  Itf  \\%  a  {tou  degrM  ft1«ct«lli3ii3ty»  waA 
that  h«  «Kou1cl  he  wff«fed  to  sKerciiu  htk  iudj^mflDl.  Ptruisdvd  thai  jcu  vill 
concui  iviih  him  la  Frory  moikiUTC.  irhich  tbc  £0od  cJ  the  Ktvitc  may  icquirv*' 
^  WAT^tK^WH  t&  UfttUKiXRf-O'ipwi  \ffitk.  4  Nowpmhct,  1777- 
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tbc  countr>'.     General  Wayne,  among  others,  has 

■  employed  Mr.  Zantzinger  of  Lancaster,  who  has 
purchaseil  to  tlie  amount  of  four  thou-'^arKl  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  which  he  desires  a  draft  upon 
the  Treasury  Board,     Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of 

I  his  letter*  I  am  not  clear  whether  this  application 
should   properly  be  made  to  the  treasury,  or  the 

*dothicr*gencral,  who  should  charge  the  money  to  the 
refitments  for  whom  the  clothes  are,  as  so  niucli  ad- 
vanced to  them.     If  t*he  latter  should  appear  the 

■  most  proper  mode,  I  will  order  it  to  be  done.  I  am 
anxiously  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the 
northward,  who  ought,  from  the  time  they  have  had 
my  orders,  to  have  been  here  before  this.     Colonel 

f  Hamilton,  one  of  my  aids,  is  up  the  Nonh  River, 
doing  all  he  can  to  push  them  fonvard  ;  but  he  writes 
me  word,  that  he  finds  many  unaccountable  delays 
thrown  in  his  way.  However,  I  am  in  hopes  that 
many  days  will  not  elapse  before  a  brigade  or  two  at 

H  least  will  arrive.  The  want  of  these  troops  has 
embarrassed  all   my  measures   exceedingly. 

^l8/A  Vour  despatches  of  the  13th  &  14th  have 
this  moment  come  lo  hand,  they  shall  be  attended  to 
and  answered  in  my  next  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 
f  TO   RICHARD    IIENKV    LBK,    IK    CXINCKESS, 

WmrcMAnar,  ts  Nortmber,  i???. 
Dear  Sir> 
Your  favor  of  tlie  7th  inst^int  should  not  have  re* 
mained  so  long  unanswered,  but  for  the  uncertainty 
of  Colonel  Pickering's  acceptance  of  his  new  appoint- 
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nicnt.  He  has  now  deternnned  to  do  this,  whicli 
leads  m€  to  say,  that  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  recom- 
mend a  proper  person  as  a  successor  to  the  office  of 
adjutant-general.  The  gentleman  I  named  to  yoti 
^me  time  ago»  will  not  you  say  answer.  I  knew  but 
little  of  him  mysclT,  but  I  understood  he  was  vrcll 
acquainted  with  the  duty,  having  served  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  General  Montgomery  (a  good  judge) 
in  Canada,  during  his  long  ;trid  severe  campaign  jq^ 

'775*  m 

That  I  might  know  the  sense  of  the  general  officers 
upon  tliis  point  of  ?^o  much  importance,  that  is, 
whether  any  of  them  were  acquainted  with  a  person 
qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of 
this  office,  I  asked  them  eollectivt^ly  ;  hut  they  either 
were  not  acquainted  with  a  proper  person,  or  did  not 
incline  to  recommend  any  one.  Colonel  Lcc,  who 
was  formerly  recommended  by  Congress  to  fill  this 
office,  Colonel  Wilkinson,  Major  ScuU,  ^nd  Colonel 
Innes  were  separately  spoken  of.  The  hrst  13  an 
active,  spirited  man,  a  good  disciplinarian,  and  being, 
as  he  was,  disappoiated  before  by  Colonel  Pickering's 
unexpected  acceptance  of  the  office,  may  possibly 
look  for  it  now.  He  writes  a  good  hand,  but  how 
correctly,  or  with  what  ea&e,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
say.  having  had  no  opportunity  of  judging.  The 
next  gentleman.  Wilkinson,  I  can  say  less  of.  because 
he  has  served  for  the  most  part  in  the  northern  de- 
partment. General  Gates  I  understand  speaks  highly 
of  him.  Ht;  is  I  believe  a  good  grammaiica!  scholar, 
but  how  diligent  I  know  not.     The  next.  Scull,  ifi  a 
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young  man,  but  an  old  officer,  and  very  highly  spoken 
of,  for  his  knowledge  of  service,  strictness  of  discipline, 
dili^nce,  and  correctness.  He  early  was  brigade- 
major  to  General  Thompson,  The  last,  lnncs»  I  knoiv 
nothing  of,  than  his  being  a  man  of  spirit,  good  sense, 
and  education,  and  recommended  by  General  Wood* 
ford.  Thu$,  Sir,  have  1,  without  the  least  view  to  serve 
an  individual,  given  yoi;  the  name  of  ever>'  one  that 
has  been  mentioned  to  me,  and  the  characters  of 
them  respectively,  as  far  as  they  have  been  delineated. 
It  is  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  to  the  well-being 
of  an  army,  thai  the  several  departments  of  !t  should 
be  filled  by  men  of  ability,  integrity,  and  application  ; 
and  much  therefore  is  it  to  be  wished,  that  you  may 
be  fortunate  in  your  choice  of  adjutant  and  quarter- 
master generals  to  this  army,  Wadsworth  has  the 
reputation  of  being  clever  at  business.  In  the  com* 
missary  s  department  he  was  found  active  and  under- 
standing;  but  how  far  he  may  be  qualified  for  the 
chief  management  of  so  extensive  a  department  as 
that  of  quarterma^ttT-general,  I  know  not.  Experi- 
ence has  already  evinced  in  the  commissarial  line  a 
change  which  has  embarrassed  the  movements  of 
this  army  cxceedinyly,  I  will  not  charge  it  to  the 
measure,  nor  the  men,  but  to  the  time  it  happened. 
This  howc\-cr  with  truth  I  can  say,  that  wc  seldom 
have  more  than  a  day  or  two's  provisions  beforehand  ; 
and  often  as  much  behind,  both  of  meat  and  bread. 
It  can  be  no  difficult  matter,  therefore*  under  these 
dmunsUnres,  for  you  or  any  other  j^enileman  to 
conceive  how  much  the  movements  of  an  army  are 
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dogged  and  retai'ded.  And  now,  whilst  1  ani  upon 
this  subject,  let  me  add,  that  1  am  well  convinced 
that  the  salt  provisions  necessary  tor  next  year,  and 
which,  (fcr  want  of  salt,)  can  only  be  had  lo  the 
eastward,  will  not  be  provided,  as  the  season  is  now 
far  advanced,  and  I  have  heard  of  no  proper  measures 
heing  taken  to  lay  them  in. 

Have  you  any  late  advices  from  Europe  ?  Is  there 
any  good  grounds  (or  the  report  of  Russians  coming 
out?'  And  is  ihcre  any  expectation  of  a  war  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  ?  If  these  are  ques- 
tions, which  can  be  answered  with  pFOpriet>',  I  shall 
be  glad  of  a  solution  of  them,  and  am«  with  sincere 
regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

■  Thil  is,  RuHian  Iroapi  Tf>  Join  Iht  Brilith  Bfiuy.     AI  the  beginning  of  the 

WW,  ibc  BhibU  euvcrnmciil  Imil  atroiti;  cuprLUli^nh  \j,\  ublftiiiing  miliU.17  uJ 
from  KuksU.  Thi^  hopr,  hnwcrcr.  ««&  $0011  dcfr-xicd.  Tbr  following  Me 
cttrftCtl  Ifoni  Mfere  wntT«i]  tiy  the  \L%t\  [>(  lltrlmouth  to  L^«n«nl  H«ttt  '.-^ 

"  \Vi%  MftJHiy'i  mihivKr  ki  St,  FcUTubari;  hhWng  been  mtCnLCtcd  to  uuesJ 
Itie  KiDpreis  how  far  she  would  hv  dispo&cd^  Id  cbsf  of  nc;c?^(y.  li>  uiti<  hJi 
Mftjciy  lA'ith  bti*:h  frrcct  ni  ihv  tU'r  ami  tHraTity  ol  the  empire  voH^fl  ftdntt. 
her  im)»cra1  Mfljeaty  hia  in  ike  lulne>i  of  h«r  •dcctiaQ  far  tfir  Bririth  ctlioii. 
jtnd  i^nillddc  Far  Ihc  brncEiii  ihe  trccivrd  tiiiUct  hci  liilc  dlflicuUiu.  oiAdE  the 

hiLTr  any  number  of  JnfAQlxy  ittnt  maybe  wanted/' — MS,  Leiitr^  5  Stptctnbttr, 

'*  YiTi  irill  s»  hy  hU  Ma}»iy's  i^wch.  that  m«atii>n  i(  tnade  of  fL«g<MiBtion< 
wltfc  fordgfl  powers  for  aiuiliai^  lioops ;  bnt  it  is  with  grtal  coac«ni  thai  t 
4C<jnaiii[  yiHj,  ibaL  out  piotpcct  of  iiuccch  jq  our  Inntiailumt  with  the  F.ai|ir«tA 
tA  Kuuin^of  wliich  we  had  aagDud  iL.net  ]»er)Ltiuii,  \x  xi  bfihT  tntl  doubifuln  ud  in 
Ihc  prcaeni  flituation  U  a  circunatanci  of  much  diHippdiitm«bi  and  «mti&r 
niciil." — 37  OLtobcr,  177^-— Aim  on" »  FarH^mrHeary  HigtjUr.  vol.  jii» .  p,  904, 

N^ittithiiiiJidiTig  ihli  MflydedtJon  of  thv  point,  th«  rumor  w  at  ran  rinued 
For  two  or  thren  yean,  that  rcinlort^nienl*  li>  th*  Britiil*  utny  were  opecieJ 
frDin  Ruskia.  aiid  il  et<:itf:d  fruuL  liiiic  Ui  Itiuv  ■  jpitMl  deal  of  aiijjEclicjmion  in 
Axnenca. 

On  thii  »bject  oF  reioforcvmontt,  SJr  Willlan  Howa  haid  •lr««dy  bocaoM 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERA  I-   PUTNAM. 

xq  Norcmbor,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  14th,  I  could  have 
wished  that  :hc  regiments  I  had  ordered  had  come  on, 
because  I  do  not  like  brifjades  to  be  broke  by  detach- 
ment The  urgency  of  Colonel  Hamilton's  letter  was 
owing  to  his  knowledge  of  our  wants  Jn  this  quarten 
and  to  a  certainty  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  New  York,  if  you  sent  away  all 
the  Continental  troojis  that  w#tre  then  with  yon.  and 
wdced  to  replace  them  by  those  expected  down  the 
river.     1  cannot  but  s^y  there  has  been  more  delay 

(n«tlT  dboMiii^cJ-  Ncillicr  liit  |-ci|(ii^tiup>  Dor  Ills  autidpaLiQiu  livl  been  in 
m/f  dcgre*  friliitd,  ftnd  h^  h^\  crrn  tLk^il  tile  rpull  fn  >  Ertier  lUtrd  Ottahar 
ttd,  n  vhich  hr  wrc4«  to  I^rd  Ccor^e  Ccrrmaine  "  From  Ihe  litEle  Arlonlionj 
Bf  LoE^.  Eirfn  lo  tnj  ncQirwncndvimni  imcc  Ihg  omjincui^tintut  of  loy  «jiii- 
lunil,  I  am  led  ta  bop«  Ihdr  I  mny  tw  rrhrv^rl  tmn  ihii  Vf-tj  painful  irrvlfpH 
vbcrdv  1  havt  nol  the  gtxxl  Fortune  to  enjo/ the  nffcsftry  confide dc«  Lcd 
Mppotl  ol  m^  ku|Kiltn,  but  wLidi  I  c^^iclvile  will  ic  cxUntfci]  to  Sii  lleur) 
CU&ton,  ifij  pn«ampeiT«  nnccftuv.  af  to  luch  othr  uvriknt  w  the  Klne  miy 
b*  pi— ir  A  to  ^kpoiDL  By  the  return  thereEore  of  thff  packet.  I  humbly  n* 
qaoM  I  miB  have  his  Mojrfly'B  poimituon  to  miiEn  1^  D0minAn<L"^/'4ry^. 
■MMiy  A^tgr.  ¥0l.  il.,  ]>  437.  Afl«r  f|ifAking,  In  b^  /^arraftpf.  of  hfi 
«0>ll—>d  r«B«itfinncBi  for  more  1r«opc,  be  adili:  *  Ferhaps  it  tf«a  impoi- 
tfblc  tot  the  iuebUEo  Iu  kil^  inure  .  kuf-li  aij  iikquwlcil^iEicuc  wnuM  hiive  been 
on  •fAraion  epnn  h JmuJf , anrl  would  hnvr  frlirvRd  my  mini!  frrnn  rhp  un/a^. 
mmt  in  hito9*d  uod**  in  concni*ing^  that  ny  opiniau  o\  thi>  ri«rtf«ily  ot  nitt- 
iMtMBvOtft  wtH  deemed  nugitorr.  and  thet  of  (ourH  I  had  Joit  (he  coDlideuce 
«f  Ibvt,  «hawcrefnth«  ftnl  Inaience  10  |ad;p  of  my  conduct." — p.  yx  Who. 
t««t  tvadf  the  nrreipQDdebOc.  u  pr^uced  in  PArlUmcet^  mvt  bn  convinced 
thai  Ehete  u  too  oiiich  tnilh  id  ibi>  remnrk.  Sit  WmUm  Howe  wlb  (>jQtnp( 
■Ad  full  m  Ujlng  all  hi«  filint  brfnr^  ib"  ministry,  with  a  irairmenl  of  the 
■■■bcr  of  *i«a  atcntify  to  carry  thtcti  into  uvediioa.  HJi  pUniweeetp- 
p(Dv«J.  uh!  the  itioaioit  of  adtquAte  [elnfoT«meii(s  wa>  implied  ;  bat  it  «u 
aerti  fuEfrSked  tecordlrg  (o  hlf  united pmlon,  or  ro  the  encourmgPTneTiiv  rTiut 
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in  the  march  of  the  troops,  than  I  think  necewiary; 
and  [  could  wish  chat  in  future  my  orders  may  be 
immediately  complied  wtth,  without  arguing  upon  the 
propriety  of  them.  If  any  accident  ensues  from 
obeying  them,  the  fault  will  lie  upon  me  and  not 
upon  you,  I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  Poor's  or 
Patterson's  Brigades— or  of  Colo,  Chas.  Webb's 
Regiment.  Scannell's  Brigade  will  be  at  CoryeJls 
fcrr>*  tonight  or  tomorrow  and  Lcc's  &  Jackson's 
Rcrgiments  arrived  here  this  day.  Be  pleased  to  in* 
form  me  particularly  of  the  corps,  that  have  marched 
and  arc  to  march,  and  by  what  routes  they  arc 
directed^  that  I  may  know  how  to  despatch  orders  to 
meet  them  upon  the  road  if  necessary,     I  am,  &c.' 

'  On  ColoovJ  Hv3iUon't  reEum  (mm  Alb:Lny,  x\\nt  etacudog  his  m&doD  1o 
C«II*nl  Gtttv,  h«  f0iiiid»  vhcn  he  dnivc)  sc  N«w  WindKr,  t]i«L  G<r«<nl  tSit- 
nam  bad  not  tm  forvud  itich  rrinfnrtemffit.^  lo  fimer»t  WAehinet<in.  ii««rr 
npeciBcl.  G«rienl  Pqatjn  trpms  To  bhv«  hftd  a  fpKUl  rtluctance  to  part  whi 
thfftc  lioopK,  iirobftbly  lo  conxqucnce  of  hu  jAvariie  iirojcd  (i|E«UkC  S<:vr  Vorb. 
CfllonH  HjittilUf^n'ii  letter  wu  pofniPd  arjd  suihdriUsWt 

**  I  cannot  foiLear  conlaqing,"  he  obEcrved,  **  thai  1  tm  utonitbtd  ud 
■lumeil  IxT^nd  uncaiurc  t«  ftnd,  thftt  all  liif  EKMlUnc/t  vicwp  faairc  bora 
hlLhcrio  fra^lraiTfJ.  BD't  ibM  nri  single  >>lFp  of  ihmr  I  mpndadfd  iiycu  hu 
bc«n  Uliiin  to  ilfard  him  the  Uii  he  nbtolutdy  £iLnd«  in  need  of,  uid  by  delA^ 
tnc  which  \\\<  cana?  ol  Amcdca  i>  put  to  chc  qlmoil  cnnfcivobU  litufd.  I  w 
fully  ciLiliiTLird  ici  you  the  Girncral's  sLiu&tion^  ihai  1  amid  nijl  cnlertiiiQ  A 
doubt  you  ^culd  tniUce  ic  Ihe  (inl  obj«cl  of  youf  attention  Id  ninforoe  bini  with 
thkl  !)T>ccid  Ihc  ^\^tij\*7f  cif  ftilptit  demuidcd;  bdi  [  aid  tDnyio  lAyhcvilJ  htvc 
ten  much  rcBion  to  think  olbcr  ob)e<ls<  in  campnrUon  with  iTiii  ino^llLcwil, 
hftve  bctn  uppermosi.  1  ip«Bk  freely  and  «rapbifif«lly»  b«(4U(e  1  tmnbic  tX 
the  ccii;sci-|iiCnCt>  of  Ehc  Jclpyt  ^fll  hu  happciicl.  !Sir  Hciiiy  Clmlun't  rein' 
furcemERL  ii  prubably  by  this  lime  wich  t'^fneral  Kowc.  This  #i)l  givr  hini  • 
ticdDve  Eupertonty  <yveT  our  amy.  What  miy  btf  the  i&^u?  of  tuch  a  itat*  of 
Chicifii  I  U^vc  to  the  feelings  of  every  fncQ'l  to  hii  couriTfy  (4p*blo  of  for^ 
weing  comeqaenMs.  My  apnssions  may  perhaps  have  more  wannihH  thin 
ifi  aUogeUjCf  propn,  but  Uiey  pro<ec<I  from  the  evrrflatting  oJ  Bty  heul  In  ■ 
matter  when  I  ooaccive  this  continent  esccnCiAUy  intcrated. 

"  1  wrnte  io  you  from  Albany   imd  desired  you  wuuld  itnd  ■  thunund  Cun^ 
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TO   THB   OFFICERS    AND     SOLDIERS    OF     THB     MIUTIA    IM 

THE   COUNTIES   OF    HUNTERDON,    BURUNGTOM, 

GIjOUCESTKR,  SALKM,  and  CUMBERLANa 

vt  Navember.  IHT- 

Friewds  ascd  Fellow  Sou>]£ft»: 

The  Encm;  hxvc  throw:!  considerable  force  into  yc>ur  State 
■iih  intent  to  possess  themselves  of  the  post  at  Red  Bank  and 
Alter  cle Ann g  the  obstructions  in  the  DeUwaie  make  incursions 
tnio  your  eountry.— To  prevent  Ihent  from  effecting  either  of 
ihe^c  piirpiwcii  I  have  ^cai  over  a  number  of  Contincniftl  Troops 
A*  I  trust  will,  vilh  the  spirited  operations  of  the  militia  totiDy 
defeat  their  dcii^s  and  oblige  tliem  to  return  to  the  City  and 
■nburbs  of  Philadelj>hka  which  is  the  only  ground  they  j>obscss  on 
UiF  Pennsylvania  Shore,  in  whtrh  chey  cannot  subsis:  cut  off  from 
die  supplies  of  the  plcnuful  State  of  New  Jersey.     I  therefore 

II  upon  you,  by  aJl  that  you  hold  dear  to  rise  up  as  one  man 
and  rid  your  ocvntry  of  it»  unjust  invaders.    To  convince  you 

itfuaul  iK»p(,  of  ih«f  Am  pTopoud  to  b«  left  vlth  jrou.  Thit  T  undFnianit 
\m»  Dot  b«ai  don*.  Hew  ihe  non-compllanCB  cAn  he  aBiv«rcd  Ed  (^oiictiJ 
rWaAiafitviL,  T^u  ^<J  heit  dctenaibc-  I  iiuw.  !5ir»  in  the  matt  eicpljdt  lenni, 
fl7 fail  Eictllraqri  «uThorty.  |£ivf  ji  u ■  pMiHve  order  from  blm.  thai  mX\  itw 
till  iroofit  und«  your  oommind  iD*y  b«  inrnvdibtvly  tnikr«1itd  to 
Uiif*a  F«irT.  tb«rt  lo  crot)  ite  h>cr  «j|d  lkA>i«n  to  lebfoioe  Ibc  Aimr  undtr 
Ud^  T^  Hviadiuutu  Eatlltli  are  la  be  deiftfned  ijnsittfl  of  ibcm,  until  ibs 
tioop*  cQDiJAc  Iram  the  oorUiwArtt  REriVf-  Whvn  tl^r  do.  Ihey  will  fvplua, 
4t  fM  aa  I  AA  initru^ted.  (lu  Lroupi  yua  Jkull  send  Hway  in  ci>ii>tei]|]CLicc  d( 
thii  rr^iiiiitirm,  ThriG4ntira)'»  tdn  nf  kt<-pint:irf>opk  lhl»  »»y  <1o»  not  Mtcod 
futhn,  Ih&n  fi^rtin|-  th*  coaniTy  Irom  aiLy  litElt  irmpEioni  of  (mall  pardas, 
Kbl  c»in"4fc  t"**  the  woika  aeceuAir  (ir  the  le^iifiiy  i>l  the  Jiver.  Alio  fct- 
laekiAf  Ne«  Vorkt,  Lh«[  he  Ihinhi  aught  tohAQUiaf  thequHtlaDEoiilM^pre«£nr. 
,11  B«a  coaU  b«  apved  Ironi  tbe  other  kUIv  tivceiury  «bjecU»  ho  wuuld  ha*s 
\m»  abjaclion  to  ittcfnptinc  ^  direnion   by  Hny  of   Kcw  V^tk,  bvt  nolbioft 

G*o«nl  Palmam  «ittL3«e*J  «  cap/  of  ihu  Jelttr  (o  Geiitni  Wuhinglan.  kad 
1l  coQUtu  Mmc  mMl  unjuit  aiul  uugeocroui  rcHcitiuDi,  lur  1  «vi 
ttHndoai  Of  harSnc  done  every  thing  In  my  powet  to  tuccor  fan  at  laoa  ai  po*- 
tfUa.  I  «baU  go  to  Smw  Windtor  ihia  dij  to  ih  Calonal  Hamsltor,  ibd,  Dbtil 
I  lava  «d«n  ffon  yo«,  I  canaot  lUia^t  of  coaiinuiac  at  lliit  port  ny»eir  uid 
mniA  all  Ika  troop*  awkf.  If  thty  thoutd  go  tw*r,  f  mm  dinfidiMit  Ganeral 
Ho**  »ill  ba  fivtL«r  taiaJoreed  from  Ihis  qiiarlei." 
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thftt  ifi  to  be  done  by  a  gcnciol  appearance  of  all  its  freemen  finned 
uid  read/to  give  ibeir  oppoaiiion,  I  need  only  to  put  you  in  mind 
of  tbe  rtfecE  It  had  upon  Ibe  British  Army  in  June  Us(,  who  laid 
Aside  their  iatention  of  marching  through  the  upper  p^rt  of  your 
State  upcn  seeing  the  hostile  manner  in  which  you  were  prepared 
to  receive  them.  Look  also  at  the  glorious  effects  which  followed 
the  spirit  of  che  utiion  which  appealed  among  our  brethren  of 
New  York  and  New  EnglinJ,  who,  by  the  brave  assistance  they 
alforded  the  Continental  Army  obliged  a  royal  one,  Hushed  with 
rheiT  former  victories  lo  stir  for  Fermit  and  lay  down  iheir  artn«  m 
the  most  submmive  manner. 

Reflect  upon  these  things,  and  I  ana  convinced  that  every  nun 
who  can  bear  a  musket  will  t^ike  it  np  and  without  rf^peeC  to  tiiM 
or  place  give  his  services  in  (he  field  for  ^  lew  weeV«.  perhaps 
only  a  few  daya.     1  am  your  sincere  friend  and  countryman. 


TO    THE    1*RESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 

«3  NoTtnibcf,  (77T- 

Stk, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
13th  and  iglh  instant,  with  their  enclosures.  [  am 
well  assured  Congress  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
the  necessities  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  deficiency 
in  our  supplies,  particularly  in  the  article  of  clothing, 
has  arisen  from  the  difTicuhy  of  importing',  on  account 
of  the  numerous  fleets  that  line  our  coast  However, 
I  am  persuaded  that  considerable  relief  might  be 
drawn  from  the  different  States,  were  they  to  exert 
themselves  properly.  This  I  hope  will  be  the  case, 
as  soon  as  they  receive  the  pressing  rccommcnda- 
tions  of  Congress  upon  the  subject. 

It  has  been  the  unvaried  custom  of  the  enemy, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  contest,  to 
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try  «^very  artifice  and  device  to  delude  the  people. 
The  message  through  John  Brown  was  calculated  for 
this  end/  I  am  surprised  Mr.  Willing  should  suifcrr 
himself  to  be-  Imposed  on  by  such  flimsy  measures. 
He  knows  thai  there  is  a  plain,  obvious  way  for  Gen- 
eral and  Lord  Howe  to  communicate  any  proposals 
they  wish  to  make  to  Congress,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  second  and  third  hand.  But  this  would  not 
suit  their  views.  1  ani  sorry  that  Mr.  Brown  should 
have  been  the  bearer  of  the  message ;  as,  from  the 
character  I  have  had  of  him.  he  is  a  worthy,  well-dis- 
posed man.  It  has  been  frequently  mentioned,  that 
he  had  interested  himself  much  in  behalf  of  our  pris* 
oners,  and  had  afforded  them  every  relief  and  com* 
fort  his  circumstances  would  allow  him  to  give. 

\  have  been  endeavoring  to  efiect  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  upon  principles  of  justice,  and  from  motives 
of  humanity  ;  but  at  present  I  have  no  prospect  of  it. 
Yet  General  Howe  has  assured  our  officers  it  was 
his  wish,  and,  if  it  could  not  be  done,  that  he  should 
readily  agree  to  their  release  on  parole.  The  enclosed 
copies  of  my  letters  and  his  answer  will  show  Congress 
what  has  passed  between  us  upon  that  subject ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  that  I  had  remonstrated  against  the 
severr-  and  cruel  treatment  of  tlie  prisoners,  and 
proposed  the  plan  of  sending  in  a  suitable  person  to 


'  Bfna  Iwd  cocnt  out  itota  V^W^Aal^xx  "«>iihfiui  a  ring  or  pan  from  mny 
fATMl  or  officer  ^n  the  t<rvi»  oi  die  United  Slim,  [urien<lin£  ihii  he  ti 
■tlh  «  verbal  mtHCje  1o  C^n^rns  4ro«n  G«neriir  llow«.  "     [Irvmln^ 
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inquire  into  the  fa€t&,  before  tlie  receipt  of  their  reso- 
lution. Their  sufferings,  I  am  persuaded,  have  been 
great,  and  shocking  to  humanity,  I  have  called  upon 
General  Howe  for  redress,  and  an  explicit  answer 
to  my  letter  of  the  14th.  If  I  do  not  receive  one  by 
to-morrow  mght,  with  the  most  positive  and  satisfac- 
tory assurances  that  a  proper  conduct  shall  be  ob- 
served towards  them  in  future,  we  must  retaliate, 
however  much  we  wish  to  avoid  severity,  and  mca^ 
ures  that  bear  the -smallest  appearance  of  rigor  or 
inhumanity. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  sundry*  officers* 
who  have  been  cashiered  since  the  action  of  tlic  4tli 
ultima  I  flatter  myself,  that  these  examples  will 
involve  many  favorable  and  beneficial  consequences. 
Besides  these,  there  were  many  more  brought  to 
trial,  who  were  acquitted  ;  among  them,  Gcnerd 
Maxwell  and  General  Wayne,  the  former  for  charges 
against  him  while  he  commanded  the  light  troopfi, 
the  latter  for  charges  against  his  conduct  in  the 
attack  made  on  his  division  in  the  night  of  the  20lh 
oF  September  Tlie  result  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
against  General  Wayne  not  entirely  exempting  him 
from  censure  in  his  own  opinion,  he  requested  a 
court-martial;  and,  upon  a  ful!  and  minute  investiga- 
tion of  the  charges  against  htm,  he  was  honorably 
acquitted,  and  in  terms  of  high  respect 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  Congress,  that  the  enemy  arc 
now  in  possession  of  all  the  water  defences.  Fort 
Mifflin  and  that  at  Red  Bank  mutually  depended  on 
each    other   for  support  ;  and    the    reduction    of  ihc 
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former  made  che  tenure  of  the  latter  extremely  pre- 
carious, if  not  impracticable  After  the  loss  of  Fort 
Mifftin.  it  wa**  found  Red  Bank  could  derive  no  ad- 
vantages from  the  galleys  and  armed  vessels;  (they 
could  not  maintain  their  station  ;)  and.  in  ca3c  of 
investiture,  the  garrison  could  have  no  supplies,  no 
retreat,  nor  any  hope  of  relief,  but  such  as  might 
arise  from  a  superior  force  acting  without  on  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  and  dislodging  them.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  garrison  was  obh'ged  to  evacuate 
it  on  the  night  of  the  20th  instant,  on  the  approach 
of  Lord  Cornwallis.  who  had  crossed  the  river  from 
Chester  with  a  detachment,  supposed  to  be  about 
two  thousand  men,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the 
troops  lately  arrived  from  New  York,  and  those  that 
had  been  landed  before  at  Btllingsport. 

From  General  Varnum  s  account  I  have  reason  to 
hope  that  we  saved  most  of  the  stores,  except  a  few 
heavy  cannon  :  however,  1  cannot  be  particular  in 
this  instance,  I  am  also  to  add,  from  che  intelligence 
I  have  received,  that  most  W  not  all  the  armed  vessels 
have  been  burned  by  our  own  people,  except  the  gal- 
Ieys>  one  brig,  and  two  sloops,  which  are  said  to  have 
nin  by  the  city.  How  far  this  might  be  founded  in 
Qeocs&it>\  [  am  not  able  to  determine;  but  I  suppose 
it  was  done  under  that  idea,  and  an  apprehension  of 
their  falling  into  the  enemy's  hand.'i  if  they  attempted 
to  pass  up  the  river. 

Upon  the  first  information  [  had  of  Lord  Cornwal- 
Iis's  movement,  I  dpftachcd  General  Himtington's 
brigade  to  join  General  Varnuin.  and,  as  soon  aspos- 
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siblt:,  General  Greent  wtth  his  division  ;  tuiping  that 
these,  with  Glover's  brigade,  which  was  on  themardi 
through  Jersey,  and  which  I  directed  to  file  off  lo  the 
left  for  the  same  purpose,  and  with  such  militia  an 
could  be  collected,  would  be  able  to  defeat  the 
enemy's  design,  and  preserve  the  forL  But  thcj' 
were  so  rapid  in  their  advances,  that  our  troops  eould 
not  form  a  junction  and  arrive  in  time  to  succor  the 
garrison  ;  which  obliged  them  to  withdraw.  General 
Greene  is  still  in  Jersey  ;  and,  when  Glovei's  brigade 
joins  him^  if  an  attack  can  be  made  on  Lord  Com- 
wallis  with  a  prospect  of  success,  I  am  persuaded  it 
will  be  done  Aijoui  a  hundred  and  seventy  of  Mor- 
gan's corps  are  also  gone  to  reinforce  him."  Generals 

■  The  remaiAdffr  at  Mar^ti^t  c£irpsMrtt  nndend  urtAt  i^muicti  bf  ihewuit 
ot  ihoH.  There  wu  macli  noiTcrinK  U  ihc  turmy  gcncrdty  on  thi*  ftcecoftt. 
The  {otlinvinir  U  ui  «lr4t:1  iniw  liic  OrUciU  Buak, 

"  Th*  Cnrtimjiadffr-in-chiel  "Her*  i  rcAoH  "(  t™  dtjlin  lo  nny  p*TU>n,  wfto 
shftll  by  niiiF  o'ctuck  «n  MondAy  momin|-  jhrixEucc  the  bc&t  soWitutr  for  tl}<>*«, 
muLe  of  nw  hid^v  Tbo  cumiiilbary  uf  hides  iB  lo  Turouh  Ihc  hi^lri^  and  tht 
raijor-gtri^nl  of  tfte  day  rt  lo  }v*\gt  o1  xUv  cnayy  And  amgn  the  ifveiivI  eo  tbf 
bar  ■fUsl/'— Nflvcmber  aad. 

A  L-uuiiuI  of  Hir  Hciia  callcil^  an  llic  cicnlng  uf  llic  24t1i  v(  NiXTMiitier,  tu 
consider  th«  qq^ttmn  ol  (niikmg  an  immeditrr  ■riftCili  on  rTir  anrnxy  in  PhiU- 
deJphiAi  While  Lard  ComvAllfa  *tA  xhaebt  ia  Sev-  Jmcj- with  fto  lArgs  ■ 
body  of  troops,  ii  wu  tupiHiaed  hy  iom<^  that  u  fii  oppurtunUy  ftiCDtei  kidf 
i<tt  nokJug  4  (iUcc?»riil  afU^b,  Gpncnl  WBtMnglon  had  rrmnnrfllnd  (he 
taatoj'i  lirif^A  in  person  with  Ihi*  vkw.  The  aubictt  vti  Jch&ted  tvUh  ciuiie*!- 
ncM.  and,  b  llicrc  ^b^  a  LlifTeiei^LTr  uf  opiiitun  amunt  the  eticlhIicd  cf  the 
conncj],  Ihey  ^rjMunted  wtlhoul  coining  xo  any  d^rininn.  Ai  fhr  rH|cnt  nf  rTi* 
CommnndcT-in-chicf,  Hch  offitifi  icni  in  hjb  wriltcn  opinion  the  nenl  morning 
with  hlf  rcoKinv  Duiuie  Ihc  nJght  a  rauieager  wei>  llkculbe  4ickp>icbc<d  la 
General  Green?  in  )eney,  who  eommatiimred  hit  vtevt  tn  writing,  Thf  ie«lT 
waa,  thai  clcvirn  ofiiccrs  wck  opposed  tfl  Oic  nittdc,  vid  lour  in  Favor  of  iL 
ThoK  LE  tile  afGtnintJYE  Ht^re  SiirUn^,  Wayne,  Stott.  and  Wuvdivrd  »  3d  iht 
DCgaCive,  Gicene.  Sullivan,  Knm,  damn  de  Kalb.  »ni4ll«fKid,  MaiiweUi,  l^oor. 
I'Atenoiit  liv^ac*  Uu^orUiln  and  AnnalJong. 

The   plan  auy^cilcd  foi   Ihc   attack   \*  Ihiu  dcjcrfbcil  1j>   Lord  Stldln;: 
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Poor  and  Patcrson,  with  thdr  brigades,  and  Colonel 
Bailey  with  Lcarneds,  are  now  in  camp.  The  last 
arrived  on  Friday  evering.lhc  other  two  in  the  course 
of  yesterday,  I  have  rot  yet  obtained  returns  of 
their  strength ;  but^  from  the  aceounis  of  the  officers, 
they  will   amount    in   the  whole  to  twenty-three  or 

'*U  Tim  A«  mttny'ft  linn  on  the  north  fide  of  Philidelphb  ihoiJd  }jt  mu 
liidbad  41 4t:fU^t  b7  thrv*  oolamiH  properly  Hanked  utd  lUpporttd^  v,  TIiaI 
Ive  IkMMod  men  ibouM  Ic  Uiimik  tivm  Gcucjal  ljj«eac  tud  ciutufkcd  in 
toau  U  Dimkft'i  ycny,  [ikhvpiI  ia  FhiUdrlphU,  Unri  ai  nr  nuir  Sprufv  STteer. 
|Hak  thtou^h  Ehr  Convman.  and  cndeivor  wich  a  pirt  la  tecurc  the  bhdf«  ovti 
ibc  SdnflkilL  aad  uritb  the  rcoiiainLlAr  ti>Btt«ck  the  cnem^  la  the  rcarof  ihdi 
U— ■  3.  Thai  fivphnndnd  of  the  Coniinfftirtl  irciopi.  with  Ihr  mfltEu  (ini1«r 
GiStnJ  Potter.  thiHild  ^uok  sncb  of  the  hitlf  on  the  oth&r  tide  ot  lh«  Schuyl^ 
\iU  Mtomaoand  MdeofiUdc  tti«  enemy '1  lino  ,  aiiJ  nhilc  ptii  of  ihcm  CMry 
0*  •  bfUk  csnaoDule  «1  eIlai  pIjlcc*  tlie  tcki  proccvd  10  Ebr  brii1|;c  met  ilir 
5eb«fIUl!.  Mid  wait  ta  opfiorfunily  <if  ilUckin^  tbfi  work*  thtrc  m  front,  whtn 
iW  pv^T  Iraok  Spruce  Slrt<t  incite  an  ittuk  in  ih«  rcVi'* 

Sitch  iru  ihe  uuiliuv  of  ihc  plan  of  Aiuck.  but  Jt  was  by  na  tutans  tadk 
IftcUrj  CO  the  mftjnniy  of  the  otftcen.  The  enemy'*  linec  cm  (be  north  tide  <d 
Ac  dij,  tmm  hvtf  I0  fiv«r.  wac  iiulAincLt  by  a  dmtu  of  fovitcen  r<iioubtt. 
Mr^Ctbcsnl  by  ^t*iii  la  tunic  putt  uid  by  drculiu  v^urkh  In  uihcr«.  Hftchol 
ttevficaiy'*  ll»f>K*  <•«  mof«*<r  prJteci«I  by  *  riv*i,  and  Ehc  rear  l>y  ihcumon 
•ttvonrew  To  ultick  kn  nnay  under  tnch  circumitfincn^  withnut  the^rcat- 
■t  ki^iil  od  1  fiilun,  wdaU  rtqain  a  litijc  lUpnioriEy  of  ftircc.  and  (he  bcfl 
iWf8a«d  trT<r>pf  :  but  in  the  prennt  mv.  rhe  ?n?Tny'i  force  wot  nlmoii  pi^utJ 
in  ttasibtn  10  ihit  «jid<f  W^ihitiifion,  and  tn  puini  of  dlidpUne  and  tjiptrt- 
ncc  Inr  tiipcdor.  Thoc  oontidcraUoiu.  with  uLben  oT  a  similar  lendEacy, 
«nv  fVirQ<({  tnffietont  to  tlihi^aunL^fl  im  nlmck. 

"Oaj  CoBinAndcrin  cKJcf  wiAhinfardenTlytoemifythe  putlie  eapeeialinu 
bp  voktes  an  aUMk  upon  the  termy— yci  preferring  ai  ibe  lamc  tloie  a  lew 
of  pofMlahiy  tn  oigogkng  in  an  eoierpnie  whii^h  he  cou]i]  noi  ia%tiiy  rohiiown 
vaucWnce  aikd  the  noce  rcipecUble  paii  of  hU  ccnittiliieni*,  vent  7ulcr<l«>  10 
tfe*  Ae  Mtnfc^  A  deaf  Kamhinc  favored  our  ob>«r\«tJoEi> :  we  taw  nduuhu 
M  a  tvry  ra|>«c4aMe  pitXtt.  fafnl  wirh  |>Unk.  fi^rniidably  fmunj,  ind  eKc 
iptanab  batwocn  tbon  do«*d  vhh  an  a1jb4iiii  vnuiuiAlly  i,(rnnc-  r-fincnl  do 
Fnlrfl  dadutd  dtat  in  wadt  wwka  wiih  live  ihousand  didu  be  wxjul^I  lid  de- 
iaaMtvany  forr«  rbiil  tbiHld  he  broughl  aj^jntt  him.  .  .  .  Cfrty  man 
nf  aipceienc«  and  judgment  thinlu  ^t  wi^uld  be  madncu  with  our  Fofcc  to  make 
*a  BtUDpt  OD  the  cncmT  i»  Ibcir  piocut  titaalhnt/'^ytAm  Lmmrrmi  tf  ii'j 
/uMtr,  M  Konwnbtt,  1)77. 
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twenty-four  hundred  rank  and  tile  But  I  find  many 
of  them  arc  very  deficient  in  the  articles  of  shoes. 
Stockings,  breeches,  and  blankets.  Besides  these, 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  detachments  from 
Lees,  jacksons,  and  Henley's  regiments,  have  joined 
me.  Yesterday  evening  the  enemy  burned  several 
houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
have  committed  the  most  wanton  spoil  iti  many 
ocherSn     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 


< 


TO  MAjOR-OBNBRAL   OR££Na 

My  letter  of  yesternight  (wrote  after  I  returned 
from  a  view  of  tbe  enemy's  lines  from  the  other  side 
Schuylkill)  I  must  refer  to*  Our  situation,  as  you 
justly  observe,  is  distressing  from  a  variety  of  irreme- 
diable causes,  but  more  especially  from  the  impracti* 
cabtlity  of  answering  the  expectations  of  the  world 
without  running  hazards  which  no  military  principles 
can  justify,  and  which,  in  case  of  failure,  might  prove 
the  ruin  of  our  cause ;  patience,  and  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  such  measures  as  appear  warranted  by 
sound  reason  and  policy,  must  support  us  under  the 
censure  of  the  one,  and  dictate  a  proper  tine  of  con- 
duct for  the  attainment  of  the  other;  that  is  the 
great  object  in  view.  This,  as  it  ever  has,  wilt  I 
think,  ever  remain  the  first  wish  of  my  heart,  however 
I  may  mistake  the  means  of  accomplishment ;  that 
your  views  are  the  same,  and  tlist  your  endeavors 
have  pointed  to  the  same  end,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
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oft  although  you  seem  to  have  imbibed  a  suspicion 
which  I  never  entertained, 

I  can  foresee  inconveniences,  I  can  foresee  losses^ 
and  I  dare  say  1  may  add  that  I  can  foresee  much 
dissatisfaction  that  will  arise  from  che  withdrawing 
the  Continental  troops  from  the  Jerseys.  But  how 
is  it  to  br  avoided  ?  We  carnot  he  divided  wlien  the 
enemy  are  colIectecL  The  evils  which  1  apprehended 
from  throwing  troops  into  the  jerseys  now  stare  me 
more  forcibly  in  the  face,  and  a  day  or  two,  if  you  can- 
not join  us  in  that  time,  may  realize  them ;  for  my  mind 
scarce  entertains  a  doubt  but  that  General  Howe  is 
collecting  his  whole  force  with  a  view  to  pushing  at 
this  army.  This,  especially  under  the  information 
you  have  received  of  Lord  CornwaUis's  recrossing 
the  Dclawarf^,  induces  me  to  press  despatch  upon  you, 
that  our  junction  may  be  formed  as  speedily  as  possi* 
ble.  and  the  consequences  of  a  division  avoided. 

The  ctirrent  sentiment,  as  far  as  I  can  collect  it»  is 
in  favor  of  our  taking  post  the  other  side  Schuylkill ; 
in  this  case  the  Jerseys  will  be  left  totally  uncovered  ; 
consequently  all  the  craft  in  the  riven  with  their  t\^- 
gi°£-  guns,  &c. ;  the  hospitals  on  that  side  of  the 
river,  the  magazines  of  provisions  which  the  commit* 
saries  are  establishing  in  the  upper  part  of  Jersey, 
&c  Think,  therefore,  I  beseech  you,  of  a!l  these 
thtngSt  and  prepare  yourself  by  reflection  and  obser- 
vation (being  on  the  spot)  to  give  mc  your  advice  on 
these  several  matters.  The  boats  (those  belonging 
to  the  public,  and  built  forthc  purpose  of  transporting 
iroop&j  &c.  across  the  river)  ought  in  my  judginent 
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to  be  removed,  as  soon  as  they  have  served  your 
present  calls,  up  to  Coryell's  Ferry  at  least,  if  not 
higher.     I  ftm  also  inclined  to  think  (if  we  should 
cross  the  Schuylkill)  chat  they  ought  to  be  carte 
over  also* 

It  has  been  proposed  that  some  of  the  galleys 
should  fcill  down  to  or  near  the  mouth  of  Frankfort 
creek,  in  order  to  prevent  troops  from  coming  up  by 
water,  and  falling  in  the  rear  of  our  pickets  near  the 
enemy's  lines  ;  will  you  discuss  with  the  Commodore 
on  this  subject?  Will  you  also  ask  what  is  becom 
of  the  hands  that  were  on  board  the  vessels  which 
were  burnt," 


ir 

"I 
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TO    THE    PKESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

HEAD-QuAKTXRa,  3fi  November.  I7n^ 

Sir, 

1  was  yesterday  morning  honored  with  your  favors 
of  the  22d  instt.  I  wish  the  measures  Congress  have 
;tdopted  may  effectually  suppress  the  disturbances  in 
the  western  department  Should  they  prove  success- 
ful, and  the  savages  and  wicked,  deluded  inhabitants 
receive  a  severe  check,  it  is  probable  they  will  not  be 
induced  again  to  take  part  against  us,  or  at  least  for 
some  considerable  time.  Colonel  Crawford  set  out 
yesterday  evening,  and  will  be  with  Congress,  I 
expect,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  to  take 
their  commands.  I  was  much  obliged  by  the  foreign 
intelligence  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to  me ;  it  id. 


I 


I 


I 

t 

I 


^reeablc  and  int(;rc?sting ;  and  I  htf^rtily  wish  then* 
may  be  an  early  declaration  of  hostilities  between 
France  and  Britain.  From  these  advices,  things 
seem  to  be  getting  into  a  proper  train  for  it ;  and  it 
is  not  easily  to  be  conceived,  that  it  can  be  much 
longer  delayed.  However,  our  expectation!^  have 
not  been  answered  in  this  instance,  and  they  may  yel 
be  held  in  suspense.  The  political  reasons,  that  lead 
to  delay  on  the  part  of  France.  1  do  not  perfectly 
understand.  As  to  Britain,  her  honor  is  lost  in  the 
contest  with  us.  and  the  most  indignant  insults  will 
Karcely  be  able  to  Hraw  her  attention  from  her  pres- 
ent pursuits  The  account  of  M  r.  Lee  having  effected 
the  purpose  of  his  embassy  at  the  court  of  Berlin  is 
of  great  importance,  if  it  be  true  In  such  case,  ad- 
ministratiun,  however  desirous  they  may  be.  will 
probably  be  disappointed  in  their  schemes  of  further 
mercecar)-  aids  against  us.' 

1  must  take  the  liberty  to  request  the  decision  of 
Congress  on  the  case  of  the  nine  first  raised  Virginia 
regiments,  a-*  early  as  circumstances  will  permit  If 
the  pUn  proposed  for  reynlistiug  them  is  judged 
expedient,  one  capital  inducement  to  that  end.  sug- 
gested by  the  officers,  will  cease  if  It  is  longer  de- 
layed. It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and 
of  which  I  wish  to  be  satisfied  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
should  also  be  happy  in  their  determination  respect* 
Ingihe  Marquis  de  Lafayette.     Ht:  is  more  and  mare 

*  Mf.  Artbtti  L*«'*  •vbAsgr  lo  tb«  oov*t  of  SerLin  did  not  tun  ooi  lo  b«  ■* 
HRMarfol  M  KTu  utidpftWil.  He  rttd'tU  Wij  iter  J>  and  tULI  iiuuacal.  but 
■nli«lM,  See  hk  iHien  on  ihe  nib^ect,  tn  (he  DifttmaHi  CorrtFf>&ttdfntf  «/ 
t^  Amrr^'m  Jfrv^utUnt  *oL  \u.  pp.  &5,  bfi,  7i>.  7^,  S^  t<y^.  <97- 
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soticitious  to  be  In  actual  service,  and  is  pressing  ii 
ht£  applications  for  a  command.     1  ventured  befoi 
to  submit  my  sentiments  upon  the  measure,  and  I 
still  (ear  a  refusal  will  not  only  induce  him  to  return 
in  disgust,  but  may  involve  some  unfavorable  con> 
sequences.     There  arc  now  some  vacant  divisions  in 
the  army,  to  one  of  which  he  may  be  appointed,  if  It 
should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress,     1  am  convirci 
he  possesses   a   large  share   of   that  military  ardor,, 
which   generally   characterizes    the    nobility   of 
country.     He  wenr  to  Jersey  with  General  Green* 
and  1  find  he  has  not  been  inactive  there.     This  you'^ 
will  perceive  by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  — 
just  received  from  General  Greene: —  f 

The  Majquis,  with  about  four  htiudrcd  mililia.  and  ihc  nftc 
corpf*  attacked  the  enemy's  picket  lost  evening,  killed  about 
twenty,  wounded  many  mor<f,  and  took  itbout  twenty  prisonen. 
The  Miitrqnis  is  rhnrinpd  with  thrf  spiritrd  behavior  of  the  militia 
and  rifle  corps;  Ihey  drove  the  enemy  about  half  a  tnilc,  and 
kept  ibc  pround  until  dark.  The  enemy's  picket  coQiij-tcd  of 
about  three  htirdred^  and  were  reinforced  during  (he  Ekinoia) 
The  Marquis  is  dcitrnnined  to  be  in  the  way  of  danger.' 


'  Thf  Mirquu  dc  Lafiyelle  waa  not  jrcl  caliErljr  rcmvcml  frcin  bts  wua 
infj  hid  only  JAined  ]he>  army  jusi  in  lime  to  engtf;?  in  vhifi  «ppditi<Ri  ii  x 
unlccj.  At  his  TctjuciE,  Cencfsl  Greene  p;ave  him  pcrmiainn  lo  KtoJiooiief 
Lord  CaTDwBllii.  and  mi-kt  an  aiuck  if  circam^LAncn  winild  wamai  iC-  Coni' 
wsllifi  WAS  th«n  in  tht  acl  of  Hnding  hit  tnwpt  utrnfi;  (hv  rtvrr  at  GLoucci^r 
In  r<ci>Jint>LtriP£.  Lafju^ctCe  ^Jvftiiccil  aonfar  the  enemy,  ihat  he  wu  dixcvertd 
m  X  Mudy  (loini  nnr  llie  iroucK  of  a  cret^k.  wblcli  cmplic^  ilbcit  into  tire  TVU- 
wdfc  at  Ulni)(««l0r.  A  ^maU  detachmml  ol  ilrBfjivina  wav  tent  aQ  Fri  mrrrc^pT 
Mm,  which  he  hv  x<j^v>  ibc  creek.  Mib  eqido  w&i  fH^^lf  Acd,  but  lOOn  br<«mt 
nuHittmily  caUtctcd  to  dire<:i  him  inio  ■  back  piih.  which  took  him.  out  tfJ  the 
rvach  cif  lliu  dnccant.  before  tJiey  couM  advance  lo  tbc  bridge.  He  wu 
oblificd,  Also,  lo  pa>3  witjiin  muakcL-^ot  ai  aa  vut-p»t ;  but  he  <«capcid 
unlajimiJ,  atid  jL>]iic<t  hji«  ilcluchmcnl, 

Od  the  naif  day,  Ibal   Ccngreis  received  (be  alMnw  loiter  bom  C^cstial 


<n7l 


GEORGE  WASff/NGTO^r. 


1=5 


I 


By  a  letter  from  General  Howe  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  which  passed  tlirougli  my  hands*  lie  hinted 
that  liberty  mij^ht  probably  be  granted  for  the  prison- 
ers to  embark  at  Khode  Island,  or  some  part  of  the 
Sound.  This  indulgence  appearing  to  me  inadmissi* 
Ue,  I  immediately  wrote  to  General  Heath  to  prevent 
him  giving  the  least  countenance  to  the  measure,  in 
case  it  should  be  requested ;  and  also  to  the  Council 
of  Massachufietts  State  and  General  Gates,  lest  he 
should  extend  his  applications  to  them.  The  reasons, 
1  am  persiiaded,  will  at  once  occur  to  Congress  for 
my  conduct  in  this  instance^  £l&  well  as  for  General 
Howe's ;  and  I  have  been  induced  to  mention  it  here, 
on  a  supposition  that  General  Burgoyne  may  address 
them  on  the  subject.  If  the  embarkation  is  confined 
to  Boston,  it  is  likely  that  it  will  not  take  place  before 
ftome  lime  in  the  spring,  or  at  least  till  towarJs  the 
end  of  February  ;  whereas,  if  i:  were  allowed  at  either 
of  the  other  places,  it  might  be  made  this  month  or 
the  beginning  of  next,  and  the  troops  arrive  In  Britain 
by  the  month  of  January;  a  circumstance  of  great 
importance  to  us,  as,  the  moment  they  get  there,  the 
most  scrupulous  and  virtuous  observance  of  the  con* 

Waifaia|>lfi«,  Hm^  vcrivd  iKil  it  wroaJd  b«  highly  agrv c«ble  Co  Coap— t  for  him 
10  ifiMial  tbo  MftiquU  dc  l4f«TCtU  \o  the  «jmmuid  oF  «  divisioo  in  tha  Coo- 
llsMul  vmy.^/fV'iitf/x.  DrcpmbEr  iit,  Thm  darn  ificrwudt  li  vai  pro- 
cIiImH  ia  pablic  ord«fi,  Ihil  h*  nai  lo  iii^tv  tttrntn^tiA  of  th»  drntion  rcnnl^y 
■■Jtt  GcacnU  Sljeplicn,  who  hul  Sc<a  tSlimiucd  tnni  the  Army.  Tli^t  Lbc 
Uuqull  bid  BltTSdv  Bible  I  favunhlc  \m\titvieu  in  Ibc  txrauxty.  trwy  be  in- 
Isml  troniA  l«UcT*n11cQ  by  ?4lrttk  Htnry  lo  Wiihiriijton.  in  vhicli  he  uyt '. 
"I  iaLc  ihi  libcitjr  ol  cndounf;  to  y^u  two  IctEcn  from  Knace  to  the  Mbrquii 
Ic  LUaynic.  One  oi  Iheia  ii  from  his  lady.  1  bcUctc.  I  bc|-  \v  be  prctcnicii 
10  Ua  In  Ihe  mOM  implihJ?  numier.  I  grfatJyr^vm  hi*  pennn  aiul  ■miabit 
chancier-*— DtocBtbd  6th,— J^rJ/. 
■S 
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vention  win  justiiy  me  ministry  in  placing  them  in 
garrison,  and  sending  others  out  to  reinforce  General 
Howe,  or  upon  any  other  expedition,  that  they  may 
thinJc  proper  to  undertake  ag3.[nst  us.  Besides,  com* 
peiling  their  transports  to  perform  a  long  coasting 
voyage,  at  a  tempestuous  season,  may  bring  on  thel 
loss  of  many,  and  be  the  means  of  deferring  tbc 
embarkation  for  a  long  time. 

1  must  request  you  to  transmit  me  a  number  o 
blank  commissions  as  soon  as  you  have  an  nppo 
tunity  to  do  it.  There  are  several  vacancies  yet  to 
fill,  and  the  officers  entitled  to  em  are  anxioiis  to  be 
appointed.  The  Commissions  I  want  should  be 
under  your  signature  and  not  Mr.  Hancock's.  I 
mention  this  lest  you  should  find  any  of  the  latter 
that  might  remain.  Those  signed  by  you  will  bo 
competent  to  all  cases.  Those  by  Mr.  Hancock  only 
to  such  as  happened  during  his  Presidency,  and  of 
those  [  now  have  some, 

N&vsmier  27M. — Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy 
of  General  Howes  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
14th  and  23J.  which  only  came  to  hand  last  nighty 
and  at  an  instant  when  I  was  giving  the  commissary 
of  prisoners  instructions  forthwith  to  confine  a  num 
ber  of  the  officers  in  our  hands,  and  to  put  the 
privates  under  very  different  restrictions  from  those 
they  have  been  used  to,  1  am  in  hopes  the  treatment 
of  ours  will  be  much  better  in  future,  Mr  Boudinot 
will  immediately  take  measures  for  releasing  the 
officers  on  parole,  that  we  may  relieve  an  equal 
number  of  ours.     1  should  have  been  happy  to  have 
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effected  a  general  exchange,  or  a  partial  one ;  but 
General  Howe  will  not  upon  any  terms  but  ihose  he 
has  ever  insisted  on,'  The  enemy  have  got  up 
se^'cral  or  their  ships  to  the  city.  It  is  likely  they 
have  found  a  passage  through  the  chevaux-<le-frise, 
or  they  may  have  removed  one  of  them.  I  have  the 
honor  &c.' 


■  "I  have  (rnt  Mr.  Homltnol  \f\  ciUBLrLF  inlc  Tti«  flAle  anil  wuili  tt\  Ibeprit- 
Mai,  ^-bo  Ate  in  Pliilncicljahia,  «nd  rcqucflt  thhf  he  vxxy  obtain  ynut  pcrmiBiDn 
ioc  the  tamt.  Hf:  will  aIvjIuvc  an  t^iipu  it  unity  uf  a^Tt^ing  wi[hyuur<'c7iiinii&- 
lirr.  trpnfi  »hr  lodii  anr!  f^rm^  rtf  parok  (or  the  dflicim  to  btiniiTualtf  r^lcued, 
■tiicti  I  pmsme  may  nol  be  Jmpnipfr,  in  oMer  lo  prevent  my  muundcBtarkU- 
inceo  tiui  head,  ]'«iapartbkh«Il  be  srafiieJ  tor  Ibc  carma^taartn  di  qu4tti;f- 
■Ulen  yon  mAy  appaini  Id  urry  uipplm  ra  th«  priunepi  Ln  out  hindu,  wbn 
fM  c^ooic  lA  ftppW  for  Lbem.  Two  wilJ  odEji  be  Deccaaaiy  ;  one  £oi  Ihc  pcnoa 
mffDcd  CO  IP  iQ  th<  oMiwjirO.  ilm  oilier  fui  Ujc  i>flic«r  liJavioc  aupplin  for  th« 
prhoovn  tn  rffin^ylvania,  Murylanrt.  nnd  Virgiiiift.  Mr.  ymjrlin<ii  »iU  a[flD 
■aform  ytnif  CMAniauy  of  th«  proportian  <•%  pruon«ri  in  C4c}i  ^uaricr.    *    .    . 

"  la  •  wcnL  I  i1>«ll  be  htppy,  a*  I  cvci  bavc  Unu,  to  rrjidti  the  kJiuuloa  of 
■BpCteinert  le  ny  lunJt  ot  f^amlartabir  at  E  can  ;  and  naEfiiMij  will  hnducr  mo 
IftdcfBxt  from  tbiarutf^  bul  a  contnry  line  of  coqdacl  to  ibov  in  )^iif  poavfr- 
Am.  CsptiMtf  of  itsalf  a  ■afGd«iillj'  i;ntftoDt,  sod  it  u  liudI  (u  *dd  to  itt 
iiilHMii     I  wn.ftc."— WfljW^fWBtt  .Sif  Wtiham  il<i^x^.  >«  N(rtrm)i?r,  1777. 

"  !■  vTktiDg  tie  hb  bivthv,  Nor«mber  B6(b,  Gcnent  Watbinglon  laid: 
"  )|wl  Uic  fciaforceoKul  fmw  tbc  nvftU^jitii  airivcU  bui  U;i  Jaj^b  auL>ucr,  it 
•sold,  i  think,  hnv*  put  It  in  ray  pow«  10  aatr  Fofl  Munin.  which  delemlrrl 
Uha  «lh««iu-dc-(ni»tt  ^  i-nd  come-^uently  have  rendered  PbiUdeJphia  ■  vcvy  in- 
«llslbt«  lilaAtiDD  for  them  thii  Kiaur.  Tlnjr  h«ve  lUo  rt«rivcd  0  reinfoicv* 
■ni  tram  N«*  Vork,  hut  nor  f\^w  vo  large,  I  i>i-lifv«,  u  ourv.  Wiih  Truth  I 
M«f  Add,  thai,  tUI  within  these  iov  days,  I  have  never  (nDiwithslaikdiai^  the 
Hunbcn  £iwa  me  Lrr  the  wutU,  ami  wlUi-h  it  aju  uutiuj  imciw  lu  cuijlrail jci} 
hod  BOminj  m^n  in  ihfi  finM.  umlrrmy  imrnediAfc  CAinniOnil.  ««r*fnfnir  Hnwr 
kot  ha/1  unJvr  hv,  a]Lhi)u|;h  W4  havn  {rU|;hl  him  Iwicr,  ami  prcvciilei  bin 
hAtheitD IroiD  obcaimn^  4.»tbcr  a<lT»iLliiiiC),  lli»  \X\aX  of  |JU4>c»iiic  bimeeU  of 
Ihe  di7  :  vhich,  but  f<^r  the  Klai  it  I1  ailf^nd?d  with,  bnTigv  no  folirl  adiHtitJit^F 
••Ibcir  am*.  The  mJiUa,  vhirh  have  bcea  called  upon  Ln  aid  ol  our  iro«|4 
tCoatiooDtol  1  aur*nK  hart  cvnie  uul  iu  auch  a  mf-nuei.  UutL,  befuic  vuu  v<pbid 
frt  a  tHinnd  riata  nf  ih«n,  ihf  ArtI  vtn  always  K"?)'  ;  b}  which  meaui, 
illhai^b  the  waad  of  tbflm  vat  gTHt.  j'ou  never  eould  inmte  your  raal 
nunben  aad  *iKit(ib. " 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL  GKKKNKp 


HKATi-QvAXTIftt,  3l  Kov(oih«r.  1777, 
7  o'clock  r,  M. 
Dear  Sir, 

Captaia  Dtiplessis  has  jusc  delivered  to  me  yours  of 

this  morning  from  BurUngton,     Every  account  from  M 

Philadelphia    confirms    the    report,   that    the    enemy™ 

mean  to  make  a  speedy  move.     1  shall  not  be  dis- 

appointed  if  they  come  out  this  night  or  very  early  f 

in  the   morning.      You   will    therefore  push   fcn^ard 

the  rear  brigades  with  all  possible  expedition,  andj 

the  moment  that  the  troops  and  baggage  have  all 

passed,  lei  the  boats  be  instantly  sent  up  the  river  to 

Coryell's  Ferry ;  for  one  part  of  my  information  js^ 

that  the  enemy  arc  preparing  to  send  boats  up  the 

Delaware,  and   it  cannot  be   for  any  other  purpose, 

than  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  our  water-craft,     I 

shall  be  glad  that  you  would  come  on  immediately 

upon  the  receipt  of  this,  and  send  word  back  to  the 

brigadiers  to  hasten  their  march*     I  am,  &&' 


If  GenL  Greene  should  not  be  found  GenL  Varnum 
or  Huntingdon  will  be  pleased  to  do  what  is  directed 
above  and  send  word  to  the  Captains  of  the  gallies 
to  fall  lower  down  the  river,  to  meet  any  boats  that 
may  be  coming  up  to  annoy  the  passage  of  the  troops 
or  baggage. 


I 


'  Gonvnl  Cirofine  ctnuuned  a  week  only  in  Jersey,      Hu  travpi  wen  iJnvdj 
rtcnJoitiE  ihi;  DdAW«n;  hi  Bm-fingtuiit  ou  tfatir  wtiy  lo  Ihc  jnciiji  anay^  whca    _ 
the  ibotne  leti^r  was  wrieffi-     -^s  Kori  M«rc?r  hufl  betn  cvorutTrrl,  «tid  nil  ihe  fl 
poitt  on  tkr  riv«r  given  iif,  «ii')  u  Lord  Comwdlis  witti  hit  deUcbment  ha4  ' 
crosKd  over  tu  FhiLiidclpluA,  lliEic  wu  uo  luiifci  itny  objaci  ta  bo  £a£d^  br  a 
large  lorn  in  J?Twy.     CJrfiK^r*!  Wuhtngtap'b  fcntcllSgtn».  u  ta  ihr  dfrdgfris  of 
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TO  TJIE    PRKSIDKKT   OF  CONGRESS. 

H&At>  QuABnEKS,  Wkitt  Maksii, 

Sir, 

On  Saturday  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your 
Favor  of  the  26th  Ulto.  with  its  Inclosurcs. 

The  Resolve  of  the  25 th  I  have  published  in 
Orders  agreeable  to  direction,  and  shall  be  happy  if 
Congress  can  fall  upon  measures  to  render  the  situa- 
uon  of  the  Officers  &  Soldiery  more  eligible  than 
what  it  now  is.  At  present  it  is  truly  distressing  and 
unless  some  means  can  be  devised  to  support  them 
more  comfortably,  we  shall  have  to  apprehend  the 
most  alarming  consequences.  The  officers  or  at 
least  a  large  proportion  of  them,  as  well  as  the  Men 
are  in  a  most  disagreeable  condition  as  to  Cloathing, 
and  without  any  certain  prospect  of  relief ; — And 
what  is  stilt  more  painful,  if  perchance  they  have  an 

Urn  «B«niy,  vu  weU  fonDd^d.  In  a  tt^tfiatch  lo  Ch«  minuter.  dMai  Nmremb«f 
tTtK  6u  Wiiiiftm  Hcwe  Mid  :  '*  A  (onffard  movdmcai  AgBinii  Ihe  enemy  will 
inavdiuvlf  uke  l^l^cc,  unJ  1  liopc  will  \x  jkliciiUcJ  iiiLli  Um;  »uivc94.  Elul  b 
(l»  tftUb*  ipiril  aor)  «f  liTitj  of  hit  Majff*:t^'itroo[4,"^/'4riVAM/Hfar7  KtgUUr^ 

Gcaenl  Djckiaua  made  ■  4ch«iu  upoD  Sum  l«1iuid>  NareiiibEr  n^-  ^^^ 
tbfl^l  Cwjftren  tmadrtrd  men.  If?  Undcd  bpfor»(tar  at  lUlflPAtf'c  f*oint  in 
thr«  dnisoni,  wbicb  marched  itil»  ihe  IslAbd  tcvon  miles  and  m«l  •!  Tbc 
vppaintvd  plm^  of  trnilcKuuiH  ll  wui  llitn  ui:Ei1atiiAl,  ilial  Ibc  uiuu  Lirtiy 
rA  1^  FnFfny,  und^r  Cfenenls  Sittnner  and  Qiinpben,  h«J  f»r4|vJ-  Ibielll- 
(«<«  o^  the  inlcndcd  incuTiinn  \%A  been  ncetT«i  by  Genenl  Skinner  »t  iIit« 
o'tlot^  lu  ibc  iQ4jroJ£L£«  f  hi^h  had  gifci^  bim  Uidc  to  dnw  uQ  hit  tfoupa. 
Orvnl  Hickinbirk  tPiDFrtti  vitthoai  cfT«:(.lng  hit  «bjec(.  but  tic  rvcnv^  ihe 
■pprobdOoo  cJ  tli<  Coinmitndcr-in-chicr  Icr  liii  «□1^^phM,  and  ilw  indidoH 
muiDer  ia  irhi^  hin  piin  lud  been  Uid,  In  lEic  fLiEnii&lio  uii  lUc  IkUod.  Are 
or  (IK  of  iW  eneaif  ivvre  liilLtd  knd  iwtnLY'four  nken  priifinrnL  HiflDwnlotf 
««■  dim  m«a  uL«a  ud  tvo  vauaded. — Cmf*^  Dtjkimjvm't  MS.  IM^^ 
Nmontpcf  itlh. 
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opportunity  of  purchasing,  which  is  seldom  the  case^ 
they  have  the  mortification  to  find  themselves  totally  I 
incompetent  to  it,  (rom  the  depreciation  of  our 
Money  and  the  exorbitant  prices  demanded  for  all 
Articles  in  this  way.  This  is  the  source  of  great  un- 
easiness— of  indifference  to  the  service — and  of  re- 
peated,  I  may  say,  daily  application  to  leave  it — and 
these  too,  by  as  good  officers  as  are  in  the  American 
line.  In  respect  to  promotions  for  merit  and  in* 
trepidity,  1  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  tbt> 
these  arc  proper  considerations  to  found  them  upon, 
yet  they  should  be  made  with  the  greatest  caution  & 
attention,  and  only  in  cases  of  the  most  eminent  and 
distinguished  services.  Every  promotion  or  rise  out 
of  common  course  cannot  fail  to  excite  uneasiness  in 
a  greater  or  lesser  degree^  and  nothing  will  r^fconctle 
them  to  the  army  at  large,  and  particularly  the 
officers  more  immediately  affected  by  them  but  where 
the  causes  are  known  and  acknowledged.  This  I 
mention  from  my  wishes  to  promote  the  public 
interest  from  my  knowing  that  Harmony  is  essential 
to  this  end,  and  from  no  other  moiivtis  whatever. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  Favor.  I  do  not  recollect 
to  have  heard  of  John  Simper's  case.  His  Brother 
has  not  been  with  me. — as  soon  as  lie  arrives,  I  shall 
give  directions  for  him  to  be  released  from  his  present 
confinement  and   to  be   forwarded  to  Cecil  County* 

I  have  nothing  material  to  inform  you  of.  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  the  Detachment  under  his  command 
mentioned  in  my  last,  returned  from  Jersey  01 
Thursday.     We   had   reason   to   expect   an   Attack 
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since  from  our  advices  from  the  City  but  have  been 
disappointed.  Genl.  Greene  has  also  joined  me  with 
all  the  Troops  that  were  with  him,  except  Hunting- 
ton's Brigade,  which  will  be  in  to-day,     1  have.  &c. 


I 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

HtAD.QUAftTEl.s,  -i  DpHiaber.  1777. 

D&AR  Sir, 

The  importance  of  tlie  North  River  in  the  present 
contest,  and  the  necessity  of  deTending  it,  are  subjects 
which  have  been  so  frequently  and  so  fully  discussed, 
and  are  so  well  understood,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  tbem.  These  facts  at  once  appear, 
when  it  is  considered  that  it  runs  through  a  whole 
State;  that  it  is  the  only  passage  by  which  the  enemy 
from  New  York,  or  any  part  of  our  coast,  can  ever 
hope  to  cooperate  with  an  army  from  Canadfi ;  that 
Uie  possession  of  tt  is  indispensably  essential  to 
re  the  communication  between  the  eastern, 
middle,  and  southern  States  ;  and,  further,  that 
upon  its  security,  tn  a  great  measure,  depend  our 
chief  supplier  of  flour  for  the  subsistence  of  ^uch 
forces,  as  we  may  have  occasion  for,  in  the  course  of 
the  war,  either  in  the  eastern  or  northern  depart- 
ments, or  in  the  country  lying  high  up  on  the  west 
side  of  iL  These  facts  arc  familiar  to  all ;  they  are 
familiar  to  you.  I  therefore  request  you.  in  the  most 
urgent  terms,  to  turn  your  most  serious  and  active 
attention  to  this  infinitely  important  object  Seize 
the   present   opportunity,    and   employ    your   whole 
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force  and  ^1  the  mcan^  m  your  power  for  erecting 
and  completing,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  possible,  such 
works  and  obstructions  as  may  be  necessary  to  de- 
fend and  secure  the  river  against  any  fitinre  atttrmpt* 
of  the  enemy.  You  will  consult  Governor  Clinton, 
General  Parsors.  and  the  French  engineer.  Colonel 
Kadi^re,  upon  the  occasion.  By  gaining  the  passage, 
you  know  the  enemy  have  already  laid  waste  and 
destroyed  all  the  houses,  mills,  and  towns  accessible 
to  them.  Unless  proper  measures  are  taken  to  pre- 
vent them,  they  will  renew  their  ravages  in  the  spring,  f 
or  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  and  perhaps  AI* 
bany,  the  only  town  in  the  State  of  any  importance 
remaining  in  our  hands,  may  undergo  a  like  fate,  and 
a  general  havoc  and  devastation  take  place. 

To  prevent  these  evils,  therefore,  I  shall  ex 
that  you  will  exert  every  nerve^  and  employ  your 
whole  force  in  future,  while  and  whenever  it  is  prac- 
ticable, in  constructing  and  forwarding  the  proper 
works  and  means  of  defence.  They  must  not  be 
kept  out  on  command,  and  acting  in  detachments  to 
cover  the  country  below,  which  is  a  consideration 
infinitely  less  important  and  interesting.  I  am,  dear 
Sir.  &c/ 


and  _ 

:pcc^ 

1 


I 


'  GcDCml  Wuhmglon  wrote  \\  Lhc  aamc  iimt  to  (governor  CliDton.  wiih  % 
good  dcil  ol  ^olkkudr,  on  th1^  ^nbji^c:.  "  General  Gatfft  wo&fttreclfd  by  Com* 
grflu.  "  Hf  rtmarked,  "to  turn  li»  vipwt  to  ttiit  matter ;  but,  from  MBte  pro- 
Ocedings,  thai  bnvc  jual  cgme  Lo  IahJ.  he  nmy  b?  cmplojcJ  in  the  BiHtd  uf 
\^vt.  \\  i[  ttiould  b«  hii  choice-  SbouIJ  eHIe  be  ihr  cu«.  naihi»|»  uenld  he 
more  pl^iuiDC  <a  ia«,  ari'i  I  am  coavlnccd  aocUing  would  more  ndvaoca  tfaa  Id- 
Icrcit  cf  the  Slatu,  tlutu  icir}'ou  Lo  t^kc  (he  chief  direction  ftnH  tupenAtcodract 
of  this  bmiiie^  ,  uud  I  abHil  be  h&p^j  if  ilic  aS■lt^  of  ^i:»vnrTiini*n4  will  permit 
you.     If  rhty  will,  you  may  resl  uiured^  thkl  no  aid  in  my  p<i*«r  td  >£or>d  yov 
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to  joseph  rred. 

DbaR  Sir, 

U  you  can  with  any  convenience,  let  me  see  you 
to-day.  I  shall  be  thankful  for  II  I  am  about  fixing 
the  winter  cantonments  of  the  army ;  and  find  so 
many  and  such  capital  objections  to  each  mode  pro- 
posed, lliat  I  am  exceedingly  embarrassed,  not  only 
hy  the  advice  given  me,  but  in  my  own  judgment, 
and  should  be  very  glad  of  your  sentiments  on  the 
matter  without  loss  of  time.  I  n  hop^s  of  seeing  you, 
I  shall  only  add,  that  from  Reading  to  Lancaster  in- 
cluaivcly*  is  the  general  sentiment,  whilst  Wilmington 
and  it-S  vit:i[Uly  has  [>owerfLl  advocates.  This,  how- 
ever, IS  mentioned  under  the  rose ;  for  I  am  convinced 
in  my  own  opinion,  that  if  the  enemy  believed  vre 
had  this  placer  in  ccntc^mplation.  they  woi^Id  possess 
themselves  of  it  immediately.  I  am  very  sincerely, 
dear  sir.  yours  affectionately, 

tisn  be  wjUihclil,  anil  Llicrv  m  nu  imjjciliiiivatt  on  ilic  kiimuf  ildiiacj  ot 
MpariflT  cMDraind,  ihil  thall  not  bf  rtnovAl/'  To  thu  pmpocal.  Govtrnor 
CGatflA  nrlic^l;  "Th<  Iffiilaliuv  of  dii>  StAtv  {Now  York]  i>  to  ntccL  on  Ibo 
51b  of  DVit  moDih.  The  TuJFty  of  imporUnt  bmiueu  i«  be  [>icputd  tut  tl»tr 
^oaMcntlon,  icd  oiA«r  Aflatn  of  geveram^ni,  vlll  pinpltty  to  ^rrit  a  pari  of 
■■r  liimc,  th4i  I  khouU  aol  be  sbU  to  Ktvc  that  aiEcntJon  <a  tbc  warki  for  Ihe 
Kcuriit  uf  tKc  rivcT,  yt\iit\\  their  itnttgcancc:.  ami  iht  iliuti  limc  in  «tbkb  UuBjr 
Mtghl  ifl  hf  mmp1ff(ft4.  rtqnirv.  KiTt  you  mny  fil  murM.  Sir.  Ihat  cvcfy 
iMHn  hear  thtU  b*  (aithfullr  t)evo[c<l  (d  Ibcm,  and  mj  adviDC  and  uauiuice 
iiaU  ogi  cio  U17  mniktciftilon  be  wiLlihcU  fiom  eLc  pervm,  aIki  *Iu31  be  In- 
Itmaed  viDi  the  £hitl  <Iirtction-" — MS  tittrr,  IlKcnibct  «orh.  I'lie  une 
faCMr  MnlBDi  msrd  LmportiuiC  htnli  rotipealtni;  ibe  paiturmclian  of  new  woika 
«D  Or<-  m«r.  umI  boniJcd*JI)  rrit^mmincl^  tbai  a  "  airvn):  forticu  bJluuJiJ  bo 
#atctvd  «it  W«l  Point.  oppo*itff  (o  Fort  <.V>niJinitmr.'"  Tfm  ■■*■  probably  ihp 
tal  wmTinn.  from  any  ofiicul  touve.  which  LhI  to  ihe  fortLfjing  of  iLai 
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to  hajuk-ct:neral  gates. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  favored  with  yours  of  the  23d  of 
November,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  you  were  upon 
your  guard  against  any  attempt  of  General  Burgoyne 
to  endeavor  to  change  the  place  of  embarkation.  No 
transports  have  yet  sailed  from  the  Delaware,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  troops  to  Europe,  nor  do  I 
hear  that  any  have  gone  from  New  York.  I  can 
only  attribute  this  delay  to  want  of  provision  for  the 
voyage.  Bread  we  know  is  exceedingly  scarce  among  ^ 
them.  " 


By  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  November, 
(copy  of  which  1  perceive,  by  the  Resolve  itself  has 
been  transmitted  to  you)  you  are  directed,  with  a 
certain  part  of  the  northern  army  and  the  assistance 
of  the  mklitia  of  New  York  and  the  eastern  States,  to 
attempt  the  recovery  of  the  posts  upon  the  North 
River  from  the  enemy,  and  to  put  them,  if  recovered.  J 
in  the  best  posture  of  defence.  The  enemy  having 
themselves  vacated  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton, 
while  the  resolve  was  in  agitation,  but  of  which  the 
Congress  could  not  at  the  time  be  informed,  the  first 
part  falls  of  course ;  but  the  last  deserves  our  most 
serious  attention,  as  upon  the  possession  of  the  North 
River  depends  the  security  of  all  the  upper  part  of 
the  government  of  New  York,  and  the  communication  ■ 
between  the  eastern,  middle,  and  southern  States,  It 
is  also  the  quarter,  in  which  the  enemy  will  probably 
attempt  a  diversion  in  the  spring  ;  as,  from  the  small 


I 
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force  they  have  remaining  in  Canada,  there  is  not  a 
possibilicy  of  their  doing  any  thing  on  that  side,  till 
vcr>"  late  in  the  campaign,  if  at  all  My  not  having 
heard  from  you,  what  steps  you  have  taken  towards 
carrying  the  resolve  for  repairing  the  old  works,  or 
building  new  into  cxccutioDr  or  when  you  might  he 
e]q>ected  down  into  that  part  of  the  country*  has 
made  me  hitherto  delay  recalling  General  Putnam 
from  the  command.  But  I  beg  leave  to  urge  to  you 
the  necessity  of  your  pref-ence  in  that  quarter,  as 
speedily  as  possible:  for  I  (ear  few  or  no  measures 
have  yet  been  taken  towards  putting  matters  in  a 
proper  train  for  carrying  on  these  important  works* 
General  George  Clinton  will  necessarily  be  employed 
in  the  affairs  of  his  government ;  but  1  have  wrote  to 
him,  sir,  and  1  am  certain  he  will  call  for  and  con- 
tribute  all  the  aid,  that  the  State  of  New  York  can 
possibly  afford-  You  arc  vested  by  ihe  resolve  of 
Congress  with  authority  to  demand  a  proportionable 
share  of  assistance  from  the  eastern  States.  1  ob- 
serve by  a  paragraph  in  the  Fishkill  paper  of  &omc 
days  later  date  than  your  letter,  that  the  Enemy  had 
evacuated  TiconderogAi  and  Independance.  If  this 
should  have  happened,  it  will  not  only  relieve  your 
attention  from  that  object,  but  it  will  enable  you  to 
draw  the  Force  which  you  might  have  intended  to 
watch  the  operations  of  the  Enemy  in  that  quarter, 
lower  down  the  River. 

Lieut  Colo,  Wilict.  who  was  here  a  few  days  ago, 
mentioned  that  Gansevoori's  R^^giment  was  at  Fort 
Sciiuyler,  and   Van   Schaik's  at   Schenectady.     He 
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seemed  of  opinion  from  his  knowledge  of  that  coun- 
try and  from  the  disposition  of  the  Indiana  since 
your  succ*tss  lo  the  Northward,  rhat  a  much  less 
Garrison  than  the  whole  of  Gansevoorts  Regt,  would 
be  sufficient  for  Fort  Schuyler  and  that  the  remainder 
of  that  and  Van  Sdiaick's  might  be  brought  down 
the  Country.  Your  own  Knowledge  and  Judgment 
will  undoubtedly  point  out  the  propriety  &  safety  of 
such  a  measure.  I  barely  mention  Colo.  WiUet's 
opinion  of  the  matter. 

You  must  be  so  well  convinced  of  the  importance 
of  the  North  River  that  nothing  more  netd  be  said 
to  induce  you  to  set  about  the  security  of  it  with  the 
greatest  vigour.  I  sometime  ago  sent  up  Lt  Colo. 
La  Radiere  to  Fishkill  to  as^i^t  in  carrying  on  the 
Works,  but  if  he,  with  the  Gentleman  who  was 
before  with  you  should  not  be  suflidcnt,  1  can  send 
up  another  who  I  believe  is  a  master  of  his  profession. 

General  Howe  has  withdrawn  himself  close  within 
his  lineSj  which  extend  from  the  Upper  Ferry  upon 
the  Schuylkill  to  Kensington  upon  the  Delaware; 
they  consist  of  a  chain  of  strong  redoubts  connected 
by  aiaiis.  We  have  reconnoitred  them  well,  but 
find  it  impossible  to  attack  them  while  defended  by 
a  force  fully  equal  to  our  own  in  Continental  troops. 
The  reinforcement  from  New  York  unluckily  arriving 
before  ours  from  the  northward,  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  afford  adequate  relief  to  Fort  Mifflin,  which 
fell  after  a  most  gallant  defence  of  seven  weeks. 
The  works  upon  the  Jersey  shore,  which  were  of  no 
great  consequence  after  the  reduction  of  Fort  MifHin, 
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were  evacuatedn  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
suppon  the  garrison  there.  We  have  not  yet  deter- 
mined upon  a  position  for  the  army  during  the  win* 
ler  That  situation  will  undoubtedly  bemosteligiblej 
which  wtii  aJTord  best  cover  to  the  troops,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  cut  off  the  enemy  from  resources  of 
provision,  which  they  may  probably  stand  in  need  of 
when  the  navigation  of  Delaware  is  obstructed  by 
the  ice*     I  am,  Sir,  &c.' 


to   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 


lo  Dcccmbvfi  1777* 


I 


I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  the  course 
of  last  week,  from  a  variety  of  intelligence,  I  had  rea- 
son to  expect  that  General   Howe  was  preparing  to 

"  "  t  hope  the  acnioni  of  our  Fricndi  ia  youi  Hon*?  ^t  Aiapmbly  will  be 
AncDdod  if^lh  Lhc  ilcurc^l  e^ecl,    Uales  wc  can  ItU  obi  Rcgimcnlih  a^JiLit  <he 

It  CwDpai(ii»  t  ytry  inurh  Icarlhftl  %l\  ourpaEiUbon  wUlhivfi  brnn  in  ntn, 
lormiHa  vtr  wich  Fraaoe  ihguH  <lJver(  the  ELlKnlion  of  Crme  GrilAJn,  1  ua 
cvnvincrd  ihr  will  Drmin  rwirf  ncrrt-  to  make  up  for  \\\c  disappijkiitmcnl  uid 
bono  dI  Hue  Cafnpnlgn.  And  Aliho'  from  fnun^  o(  our  liip  Bcpounti  Li  ihonld 
MiB  « If  «  vu  «b  inevluiblt,  <k  ought  qoi  lo  ?ouiii  upon  Ihul  hcotg,  but 
ibakc  fitu  jmimmtiuiu  lu  if  wc  vcrc  lo  Ucpeiiil  aoEcIr  upiin  out  own  bulLvou. 

"  Th«<|iW4rion  juu  iih  rtsivdin^  Elv  tlrength  iit  our  army  is  nf  %o  impDiifldC 
«  n>cu<,  thai  HUho'  I  hAt«  the  fullsi  contidcnce  m  jxiu  I  A^n  not  trust  ttM 
pwtJciilw  Ig  paper  (or  foAr  of  Accidcnti,  Tliui  ujiich  1  cut  uililc  you  thit 
««ff  PBmVn  tiMTT  bnn  alwnft  mach  fiAggvnieil,  tnil  IhiiT  The  pncmy  lidve 
eeoMaftlly  ao?cl«(t  our  Coabnenul  f<jrcc.      .  I1w  oBiccn  who  cooik' 

OBodd  ■(  Ucd  EUok  ibd  Fuit  MifTlJii  weic  Col-  GiccHt  of  RtiEiLle  Utnil.  nod 
I/.  Od.  SmifH  i^  WuryUTu!,  Th*7  <lir|  ill  ilwi  hrnv<»  wumi  rouM  [In,  tml  lllr 
po«UM  lv«^h  F«J).  bring  vvvfj^v-rrpd  by  dim  of  lupfrior  force,  Thvy,  how- 
ncr.  coaf<utti^  ih^  loni;^  ud  LtJieis>«.i&do|ip^[iuii  wliJcJi  Il^y  received  bioka 
In  Bpan  their  plus  for  the  rcmilnder  of  Ihe  CJunjuign/' —  iViuAit^tfn  U  Ca$< 
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give  us  a  general  action.  Accordingly,  on  Thursday 
night  he  moved  from  the  city  with  all  his  force,  ex- 
cept a  very  inconsiderable  part  left  in  his  line*  and 
redoubts,  and  appeared  the  next  morning  on  Chesnut 
Hill,  in  front  of,  and  about  three  iniles  distant  from, 
our  right  wing.  As  soon  as  their  position  was  di& 
covered,  the  Pennsylvania  militia  were  ordered  from 
our  right,  to  skirmish  with  their  light  advanced  par- 
ties;  and  1  am  sorry  to  mention,  that  Brigadier-Gen* 
eral  Irvine,  who  led  them  on,  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  wounded  and  to  be  made  prisoner.  Nothing  more 
occurred  on  that  day. 

On  Friday  night  the  enemy  changed  ihetr  ground/ 
and  moved  to  our  left,   within   a   mile  of   our  line, 
where  they  remained  quiet  and  advantageously  po*it- 
ed   the   whole   of  the  next  day.     On  Sunday    they 
inclined    still  further   to  our  left ;    and,  from  every 
appearance,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  they  were 
determined  on  an  action.     In  this  movement,  their 
advanced  and  tlanking  parties  were  warmly  attacked 
by  Colonel   Morgan  and  his  corps,  and  hIso  by  the 
Maryland  militia  under  Colonel  Gist.     Their  loss  I  ^J 
cannot  ascertain  ;  but  1  am  informed  it  was  consider*  ^^ 
able,  having  regard  to  the  number  of  the  corps  who 
engaged  them.     About  sunset,  after  various  marches 
and   countermarches,   they   halted  :   and   1   still  sup* 
posedf  from  their  disposilion  and  preceding  man<EU-       ■ 
vres,  that  they  would  attack  us  in  the  night  or  early  ^| 
the  next  morning;  but  in  this  I  was  mistaken.     On 
Monday  afternoon  they  began  lo  move  again,  and, 
instead  of  advancing,  filed  off  from  their  right ;  and 
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the  first  certain  account  that  I  could  obtain  of  their 
int«^ntions  was.  that  they  were  in  full  march  towards 
PhtladelphLi  by  two  or  three  routes.  I  immediately 
detached  light  parties  after  them  to  fall  upon  their 
rear :  but  they  were  not  able  to  come  up  with  them. 

The  enemy's  loss,  as  I  have  observed,  1  ciinnot 
ascertain.  One  account  from  the  city  is.  that  five 
hundred  wounded  had  been  sent  in  :  another  is»  that 
eighty-two  wagons  had  gone  in  with  men  in  this  situ- 
ation. These.  I  fear,  are  both  exaggerated,  and  not 
to  be  depended  upon.  We  lost  twenty-seven  men  in 
Morgan's  corps,  killed  and  wounded,  besides  Major 
Morris,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  who  is  among  the 
latter  Of  the  Maryland  militia  there  were  also  six- 
teen or  seventeen  wounded.  I  have  not  received 
further  returns  yet  I  sincerely  wish  that  they  had 
made  an  attack  ;  as  the  issue,  in  all  probability,  from 
the  disposition  of  our  troops,  and  the  strong  situation 
of  our  camp,  would  have  been  fortunate  and  happy. 
At  the  same  time  I  must  add.  that  reason,  prudence, 
and  ever)*  principle  of  policy,  forbade  us  quitting  our 
post  to  attack  them.  Nothing  but  success  would  have 
justified  the  measure  :  and  this  could  not  be  expected 
from  their  poftition. 

The  constant  attention  and  watching  I  was  obliged 
to  give  the  enemy's  movements  would  not  allow  me 
to  write  before  ;  and  this  I  believe  was  the  less  mate* 
rial  as  I  have  reason  to  think  your  committee,  who 
were  in  camp  most  of  the  time,  and  who  are  now  here, 
transmitted  an  account  of  such  occurrences  as  they 
deemed  important  in  any  degree.     The  first  cause. 
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too,  Sir,  and  my  engagements  with  the  committee' 
previous  to  the  coming  out  of  the  cncmy^wilJ,  I  trust* 
sufficicnlly  apologise  for  my  nol  acknowledging  be- 
fore the  honor  of  your  favors  of  the  ij^ih  ultimo  and 
the  isC  instant,  which  came  to  hand  in  due  order  z 
time.     I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c.' 


TO   GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON, 

M  DHeTnb«.  1577, 

Sir, 

1  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  1st  Inst- 
some  time  since,  but  the  situation  which  the  Army 
has  been  in  must  apologise  for  my  not  answering  it 
sooner. 

General  Howe»  after  making  great  preparation^^ 
and  threatening  to  drive  us  beyond  the  mountain 


1  On  Novtnttwr  ifilh,  Rubrrt  Moiritn  BlbrJtJec  Ociry,  and  J»<ph  Jamci  vcn 

fontidcntial  cDnaullHti<ni  with  Gciicnl  Wubingtan,  to  o^&lJcf  cJ  ihv  IkM  tad 
moil  pmtUcsbtr  muAas  foi  ■:iif'rymg  un  a  vrtntci't  ata]|fdi|;o  willi  tj|>ur  AniJKH> 
ecu — fln  object  which  Cingw«  Iub  miU:h  tl  |ipnr(_'" — Jfattmolt^  4S  November, 
1777'  A  lelier  written  !>>■  the  commiUte  10  Wuhihgt^n.  dai^d  ai  Whir^itJih, 
10  Dcccnilict,  1777  (in  Morris"  MS)  i-s  imporlaQi  ;^*'  AmWslbcm  mnj  n«jica» 
cjfTercd  a^^Biatt  *  vini«r'^  r^mnpf-ign  w?  wtrp  vtrry  10  obCA^v  onv  of  the  nOfl- 
prvYtlent  W41.  a  general  diifantctit  in  (h«  oniiy,  and  ciptrulV  i-inan^  tbc  c 
Ccn.  TbcK  di&i:un(4^i»i&  afc  ucribcd  tu  vanou»  uiubu,  xud  iac  iluut^L  xnti  piiay 
ol  them  ore  ^t\\  Tootided  nnd  rte^rve  juirlicular  altenlirm,  and  in  Lhr  ctiiiTV 
the  pr«>cnl  winter,  vill  br  tak^n  inia  consdemlkm  b^CoivsKsA,  fend  wc  hci^ 
cfTcrLuili^  Ermcrlitil,  Tlij^I  &  refoim  laaj  like  ptb;c  in  LKc  umv.  4ad  piO|)eE 
diKipline  be  iii[rodi)f«<l.  we  uibh  Co  <^t  ih?  miliury  pEflced  on  sach  a  footing  u 
atf  make  *  CKimmt&sioii  d  [Inirablc  object  (a  iIxp  offiMFt  aiid  hit  nnic  prcHrv*d 
tram  dccndntlon  uid  cvaLcnipt  ^  for  EhcK  puipn^c^  weinLeud  iLkiei^iMPincadlO 
CoDertiu  L  Th»ir  Ab  ball  pa/ e^rabli^hment  be  formeJ  iiid  adrspled  rn  Ihf  Aainv 
CAAKrvicc;  Thai  a  pfriflionory  nlabli^mtQi  T4kv  pUo*  in  ivvw  of  «ifictfv' 
widow! ;  Tlui  t  new  rcgutiUJoa  ai  nnk,  conHaLng  I1  «a  fu  u  iKdnlLlc  liO  lilo 
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came  out  wilh  his  whole  force  last  Thursday  evening, 
and,  after  maiui^uvring  round  us  till  the  Montlay  (oU 
lowing^,  decamped  very  hastily,  and  mnrched  back  to 
Philadelphia, 

In  my  opinion,  trying  the  officers  taken  by  General 
Dickinson  on  Staten  Island,  (or  high  treason,  may 
prove  a  dangerous  expedient,  [t  is  true,  they  left 
ihe  Stale  after  such  ari  offeree  was  declared  to  be 
treason;  but,  as  they  had  not  taken  the  oaths,  nor 
had  entered  into  our  service,  it  will  be  said  they  had 
aright  to  choose  iheir  side.  Again,  by  the  same 
rule  that  we  try  them,  may  not  the  enemy  try  any 
natural  born  ,siibject  of  Great  Britain,  taken  in  arms 
in  our  service?  We  have  a  great  number  of  them; 
and  I  therefore  think,  that  we  had  better  submit  to 
the  necessity  of  treating  a  few  individuals,  who  may 
really  deserve  a  severer  fate,  as  prisoners  of  war, 
than  run  the  risk  of  giving  an  opening  for  retaliation 
upon  the  Europeans  in  our  service.' 

tnc  «<  1h»  wwvf  hp  nilopTHl :  Thil  in  F(|iiiUMr  moAt  of  |>n^lhE  for  liwl 
ntfoBt  be  ohlcird.  Should  tliM*  i«t<nt  rccalntionn  bo  apprnvod  and  «Btmb- 
Ittcd  bf  Congwi*  (uiil  »c  bii««  rotion  to  luppoic  iJ)cv  will),  wr  tnitl  rbe  pr^ 
tiffiO|[  <lbeo*ri*RU  wiJl  ALibhide  tnd  ■  t|>irjt  of  tmulaiton  take  plarv  nmong  ihe 
prnkoKB  Qf  thir  knnjr  ta  |iroraoVc  llic  public  itervtct  «bd  intrucluce  thai  order 

tMbn  ladectmeBi  Ui«  nHniDtliM  fcAW  iT  alw  in  mntpmptjitiiin  in  prDpnn* 
b  Ccoc^vft  Ot%\  ibv  oScen  be  pcrmlticd  i«  diipOK  of  th«r  CdonraiHionR  landM 
ivdl  nc^lBlionh  M  may  mdef  Ibc  mcikutc  rlL^iblc-"  The  Comnililce  funuolljr 
ftfOfl«4loCoofifw>il>*  n'*<l  ^^  cnmplf  lin^  ihr  &TTnj  T>eroT<?  in  iciive  raovtmcfei 
c««U  be  m4^- 

^  The  oflken  hne  meniknitd  weic  n^lira  of  N**  Jfl:i»«7.  mhi*  cntcrtd  ialu 
ibe  acrfinof  tlKvocAiy.     At  thlt  vistrvaon  hy  tlip  law  ai  Nrw  Jrr>rj«  Ibrj! 
inprivoncd.  abd  the  liot^mvr  ^n»iilcHd  ii  hii  duly  lo  Lr^  xkttn  m  ili« 
LOffUtictf.    He  (onkirtDcil  la  rfCtu::^!  Wttliiu^Iua'*  lUJv j^,  hovsTtf ■  mhI 
p«l  iboB  on  ibc  f»ting  cf  priconm  <it  «tr 
TW  BrillA  Gencnl  Cuny^bdl,  llivn  on  StAUn  Inland,  had  cUlmrd  tbeiv  of- 
1* 
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I  am  pleased  to  hear,  that  your  AHscmbly  arc  in  so^ 
good  a  disposition  to  regulate  the  price  of  necessaries 
for  the  army.  1  could  wish  that  they  would  not  for- 
get to  regulate  the  prices  of  country  produce,  which 
the  commissaries  tell  me  has  risen  to  30  exorbitant  4 
rate,  that  there  is  no  purchasing  a  single  article  ii 
the  farmers.     I  am,  &c 


TO    THB    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

14  DKeiDbet,  iTT}> 

Sir, 

On  Thursday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receiva 
your  favor  of  the  8th  instant  From  several  letters, 
which  have  lately  passed  between  General  Howe  and 
myself^  1  am  fully  convinced,  that  any  propositions 
by  me  to  release  the:  Baron  Sl  Ouary  from  captivity, 
either  by  an  exchange  or  on  parole,  would  be  unavail* 
ing.  He  has  explicitly  stated  his  sentiments,  and  has 
declared  himself  to  he  utterly  against  a  partial  ex- 
change. The  situation  of  the  Baron,  through  the 
interest  and  acquaintance  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafay 
ette  with  an  officer  in  the  guards,  Is  much  more  com- 
fortable than  chat  of  any  of  our  officers,  who  are  pris- 
oners, he  being  on  parole  in  the  city,  whilst  they 

£«tn  ffoai  GovetDoi  LiviiiesIonH  uid  nlw  unothcr  pcnon,  who  bad  been  tt^ 
lund  wiiTi  ihfm.  Tht  an^icrrt,  ihicf  in  minihpr»  wen?  given  up,  hut,  in  r*Biifd 
lo  ihc  ?>[hci  pcnon,  GovcRL(>r  Liviibg^on  #n>Lc:  *'  Hv  b  no  officer,  lud  kkd 
coDimiUtLJ  a  nunibcr  of  rubbciiesiii  this  SLilic  btforc  lie  joinrtl  cbt  raemy  :  lad 
]  CAa  hs.rdi}'  tbtnli  (hil  dieDcnl  Campbell  will  bs  of  th«  opinton,  thAl.  in  <ett' 
■idenlioD  of  Uv,  •  tnoiD  wn  cvpiatc  Ibe  guilt  n\  •  prior  robbcfy  by  *  lubtC' 
qucnt  trcMoa," 
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all  confined  in  the  State-House.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  IS  the  practice  in  Europe  not  to  consider  volunteers 
as  priwincrs.  I  am  inclined  to  b**lieve  that  it  is  not. 
and  that  they  are  generally  held  as  such,  unless  the 
contrar>*  is  particularly  stipulated  by  cartel.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  they  have  been  held  in  the  present 
contest  on  both  sides  on  the  footing  of  other  prifi- 
oners,  and  exchanged  as  such.  Besides  this,  I  (ear 
thai  a  proposition  calculated  for  the  peculiar  benefit 
of  the  Baron,  would  be  ill  received  by  our  unhappy 
oBiccrs,  who  have  been  much  longer  in  confinement, 
whose  sufferings  are  far  greater  than  his,  and  who 
claim  a  right  to  exchange  in  due  course," 

The  inquiries,  directed  in  the  resolutions  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  the  loss 
of  the  fons  in  the  Highlands  and  of  Fort  Mifflin,  I 
shall  order  to  be  made,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
admit.  These,  however,  it  is  probable,  will  not  be 
effected  in  a  short  time,  from  the  situation  of  our 
aifairs  and  inevitable  necessity.  On  Thursday  morn- 
ing we  marched  from  our  old  encampment,  and 
intended  to  pass  the  Schuylkill  ai  Madison's  Ford, 
where  a  bridge  had  been  laid  across  the  river.  When 
the  first  division  and  a  part  of  the  second  had  passed, 
they  found  a  body  of  the  enemy,  consisting,  from  the 

'  In  th<ir  tc^atvc,  mpcctlng  the  Biron  St.  Ouftry.  CancrcB  dc9f(^4lcd  him 
M  "t  cttllioi  ifcnLabi^a  from  Krkncc.  cdjc^l^ciJ  u  a  valunrpcE  in  iticicfvlcc  u( 
Ibc  IJftilal  SlMlei.  &a4  Lately  by  the  Taiiune  a\  wAr  niiile  pr]«>fier  \ty  the 
Bckuli."  Tbcf  uutniclecl  Ccoenl  W&»kinf^n  lo  apply  Icr  ha  icJeiLac»  on  lb« 
pwod  tliil  Toluntecd  irtn  utr\  u  bt  r(\-«ttlod  ■•  piivunci*  of  wai ;  buL.  it 
GtfMrfll  How*  ihould  tiM  accvd^  rnihii  dn^Erjn*,  thrti  an  flnlmrgtmdfiE  tiy  «■• 
«l«aecor  <m  puvla  vuUba  lolidted  lor  the  Bifon  SI.  Ob*^. — y«^i»<i>, 
Decesbcr  jd. 


>'I4 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[<77; 


best  accounts  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  of  four 
thousand  men,  under  Lord  Comwallis,  possessing 
themselves  of  the  heights  on  both  sides  of  the  road 
leading  from  the  river  and  the  defile  called  the  Gulf, 
which  I  presume  are  well  known  to  some  part  of  your 
honorable  body.  This  unexpected  event  obliged 
such  of  our  troops,  as  had  crossed,  to  repass,  and  pr^ 
vented  our  getting  over  till  the  succeeding  night 
This  manoeuvre  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  not  in 
consequence  of  any  information  they  had  of  our 
movement,  but  was  designed  to  secure  the  pass 
whilst  they  were  foraging  in  the  neighboring  country. 
They  were  met  in  their  advance  by  General  Potter, 
with  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  who  behaved 
with  bravery  and  gave  them  every  possible  opposi- 
tion»  till  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  iheir  superior 
numbers.  Had  we  been  an  hour  sooner,  or  had  the 
least  information  of  the  measure,  1  am  persuaded  we 
should  have  given  his  Lordship  a  fortunate  stroke,  or 
obliged  him  to  return  without  effecting  his  purpose* 
or  drawn  out  all  General  Howe '5  force  to  support 
bim,  Our  first  intelligence  was,  that  it  was  all  out- 
Lord  CornwalHs  collected  a  good  deal  of  forage^  and 
returned  to  the  city  the  night  we  passed  the  river- 
No  discrimination  marked  his  proceedings.  All 
property,  whether  of  friends  or  foes,  that  came  in 
iheir  wayj  was  seized  and  carried  off.' 


*  John  Lmrcnt  in  «  letter  lo  hin  FaChEr  givct  an  «c<otfnl  af  Ihii  dftf^*  mov^ 
nenu  \  "  Wbea  «f  raiLicheil  ffQin  WhitmiLrah  Camp  mil  wer?  in  the  &ci  <rf 
CTQcnng  the  Schuyltdtl,  we  renivcd  intHligpn«  Ihm  Ihc  «iiemy  ««rT  tdivtn- 
eiag  on  this  nide  of  tbv  rner  :  in  fact  u  ravfcpDg  ptriy  «f  four  thouutid  under 
Ibt  commanil  of  Lorcl  Ccnanallia  had  ppbbcd  Ihc  rivpi  tiiil  tfcrc  tlfi/l^e  Putter't 
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Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Bur- 
goync,  by  which  you  will  perceive  he  requ«sts  leave 
to  embark  hi»  troopfi  at  Rhode  Island,  or  at  some 
place  on  the  Sound  ;  and,  in  case  this  cannot  be 
granted,  that  he  may  be  allowed,  with  his  suite,  to  go 
there  and  return  from  tlience  tr>  England,  His  first 
proposition,  as  I  have  observed  upon  a  former  occa^ 

MiBli*  before  t^«m.  Two  rvgimrnii  of  ihii  ^orpv,  hov«v<r,  arc  aid  lo  have 
oadnctcd  themKltc^  uUcuclj  irctl,  uk!  b>  Imvc  kLvcij  the  eneuy  na  amiU 
uiMijnaetut  fhf>  tilMonfl.  Grnetil  SuIIIvatl  has  Major  Otiifnl  of  thr  day. 
•ad  CQacH^uncIy  oanduciHl  tlw  naich.  H»  dWisk^jn  iind  piriof  Wnync'b  hkd 
OOned  the  rivvi ;  brLou  unmlJiin  u  lo  the  number  uf  Ihc  enenix.  4iid  dr«d- 
feig  tticlr  ftdwao*  tn  Iotm,  when  pan  of  iti«  \noy  thould  br  rsn  due  ^Mr  or  (hr 
liwr  wttd  put  OA  the  Mbvr,  h*  ordered  (h»q  Eroops  tri  rpcrau  Afid  our  lindg« 
tobenadcnd  impiUkiUc.  Kvticc  <>f  thb  wu  icnl  (a  rht  Commtndvr  in 
cbicf,  «bd  iiih#fi  he  »fri»e»i,  p«TtleK  ol  the  enemjr  wfre  icen  on  the  tommiind- 
■ft  Iwifrti  iTii  rtiii  liile  nT  iha  liver.  Ther?  wu  ■  piuw  Eor  *atnc  ume  end 
fnWnBltiliim  what  wu  li>  bf  done ;  p«iliu  of  hor>e  in  the  muntimc  wen  dc^ 
uctked  lOftln  cmim  intelhgenM  of  (he  fncmjr'i  numliers  eml  dful|[nh.  .  ,  , 
SvKko  pronounced  hbt^Utet  (he  enemy  lud  RCcivedinlclligeEirffif  tfurmiirch, 
dtboufh  <bc  ruoluliDn  liad  been  Ukcn  in  eouncil  oal>  the  nighi  bifoTv,  «nd 
flat  ibry  w*«  prrjujod  lo  iip|ift«*  our  pAsttge.  Gnil-  Wjihlngiufi,  who  nev^t 
■DC*  I  hA*e  bnn  in  hift  fAmily,  \\a\  paici^d  a  fulie  jcidgiDenl  on  knirb  poinlt. 
give  It  BS  hii  ^['jijlhxi  tha[  tlic  pui)  in  tich  were  lEin^rs^  ibai  Ehe  mccEinjE 
vttt  BCddeDUi.  bnc,  however,  th«r  f nemy  mielil  av«il  ihcmHiTn  »J  thin  duca- 
p«clDd  diarorcf^.  and  mi^hi  dr%w  eb  much  advanUge  from  it  ac  il  the  ren- 
«Miilsv  bill  been  I'reinciUutcd,  The  imclligcnce  vas  rtcef''fd  ih^l  the  eneDy 
■m  recfrl»2  ^i'  C^^t  hula  l>iiL  it  did  noi  ippcar  U[J3fii«tLiry.  jind  the  vmy 
WM  avdofvd  to  nift'<h  Lo  ^•dx  Fiitd,  ihree  or  foui  ratJe«  higlier  vp  ihe  rivet 
Md  ttvatm^  with  the  rlfbt  lo  the  Sthoylkill.  The  nejiE  mottling  the  wuiE  of 
pwMow-  I  cMld  veep  reui  of  bbod  when  1  uf  ii— (he  k^ql  uf  proviilgaA 
mdend  it  iBpcttiiU*  lo  u&reh.  We  did  BM  much  ttU  thr  et«i^ing«l  (hBt 
d*f.  Ottt  uideitl  bridge,  wi  tnfuDouA  ccniitriiccion,  vhkh  in  muy  puts 
obBfCd  The  neti  tc  mk'ch  by  Indian  fik.  wu  reniured.  indabriil|*?ur  wi^gocii 
■udte^er  the  Swtdev  KorrI,  hut  fprLCp>nil«  fr^ni  nffcnatiy  hnii);  ■uhLHTuird  re 
plank,  and  fiunJkhbiK  a  >erf  unitAbk  f i»(Lni;,  IhuUfltMrvvd  to  em**  a  IriAiDc 
laatber  of  iniopt,  M  the  ei^ni  turned  out,  (icnl,  Sullinn'i  rtiltuf^rtdc-  roi^vo' 
mmti  wu  iuup«ikftb!y  unlxicky.  II  *e  hftfl  pefKvered  m  frowng  in  ihp  tfini 
frartmfir,  m  if  we  had  even  ctT>t»<d  in  the  ercniui^  of  the  Cr<  dey ,  (he  flowei  »f 
the  British  ann^  tna^  fcivv  fallen  «  iaerlAcetn«up«riurDunLberk."— 13  Dcccra- 
ber,  trtV 
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ston,  13  certainly  in^missiblc,  and  for  reasons  obviovis 
to  himself.  As  to  the  second,  which  respects  the 
departure  of  himself  and  suite,  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  determine  upon  It  and  favor  me  with  their 
sentiments  by  the  first  opportunity,  that  I  may  know 
what  answer  to  give  him.'  I  learn  from  Mr  Griffin, 
who  has  just  come  from  Boston,  that  this  gentltrman 
either  holds,  or  professes  to  hold,  very  difTerent  ideas  fl 
of  our  power  from  what  he  formerly  entertained:™ 
that,  without  reserve,  he  has  said  it  would  be  next  to 
impossible  for  Britain  to  succeed  in  her  views,  and  f 
that  he  should  with  freedom  declare  his  sentiments 
accordingly  on  his  arrival  in  England;  and  thiit  he 
seemed  to  think  the  recognition  of  our  independence 
by  the  King  and  Parhamcnt  an  eligible  measure, 
under  a  treaty  of  commerce  upon  a  large  and  extent 
sive  scala  How  far  these  professions  are  founded 
in  sincerity,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine;  but  if  they 

*  "  Ki  lo  General  BurEuync'^  reqii<?it  Lo  mc  in  pcrmiJ  hlai  ti»  depftri  befonj 
kuB  Army,  I  did  na(  thmk  mywlf  autliorubd  ti>  gram  it.  hcforv  1  «>ni 
CongrfflSj  lo  whoED  1  Irmnsmillcd  a  «3py  of  bis  lc[Icr»  I  bIibU  gfvc  bttn  aD 
aitiwFE,  i^^  MMV,  a*  1  know  ttkclr  dcLcnoiiuniQn,  t  (hi;ik  \\  H&uld  luire  bean 
highly  improper  io  hsve  ftlli>wpd  him  the  liberty  of  viuTing  youruApori  (awol 
A  m«ii  of  IlJs  sAgBcity  4i]i4  peiielralion  wcrtild  make  nany  obkiemi.iDnt  V]ion 
iitDilifnii.  etc,  ilini  im^lil  piurc  dciriractital  to  u*  m  fuiurt.  .  .  .  Wbca- 
e<rer  you  Tanvt  otMuion  tor dirtctiancih  any  rhutEen  rf^tecling  G#ri«l«J  Uur- 
goynv  Hnd  b[fi  Iroopt,  ft  will  be  b«l  (oi  yuu  to  nntc  fully  I9  Con^reb  U|<v  the 
mbjccU  ^  ilicy  uWc  mml  ilctcrmiiic  m  4II  ca^c^  whkli  icfcc  Lu  ibc&i-"^' 

"/1  Ccn£rfii,  December  I7tli;  Resolved,  that  Ccneral  WAahii),f|40  1k% 
dJrcctcU  to  Jaform  General  ItutE^"^>  ^'^  Congicai  wilt  not  r«dvc  voi  coik 
(iHpr  any  prnpotiunn  fnr  iii(1dl£#n»  nr  ■Utnng  the  lemit  of  The  mnveollm  of' 
Stntagi,  uiDlaaii  immcdieidy  direcied  lo  ihtir  own  body."  Co«|[Eeia  btd 
alfCii^j  vuLcd,  Ebal  a  pi^pusil  J<ir  >Iiip|nqe  tbc  tioopa  {rma  ajiy  cdliet  |>tacE> 
l^ftfi  thui  nfpuloied  iQ  the  Con^fiitian  »[  S^rafoji,  ihauld  »ie  ryjcetad.^ 
December  I1L 
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arc,  what  a  mighty  change  1  While  I  am  on  the 
Mibjccl  of  Mr  Burgoyne  and  his  army.  I  would  sub- 
mit it  to  Congress,  whether  it  will  not  be  right  and 
reasonable,  that  all  expenses,  incurred  on  their 
account  for  provisions,  sKouM  be  paid  and  satisfied 
previoii4(ly  to  their  embarlcaiion  and  departure  ;  I 
mean  by  an  actual  deposit  of  the  mone>\  Unless 
this  is  done,  there  will  be  little  reason  to  suppose, 
that  it  will  ever  be  paid.  They  have  failed  (that  is, 
the  nation)  in  other  instances,  as  I  have  been  told, 
after  liquidating  their  accounts  and  giving  the  fullest 
certificates,  and  we  cannot  expect  ihey  will  keep  belter 
faith  with  us  than  with  others.  The  payment,  too,  I 
^ould  apprehend,  ought  to  be  in  coin,  as  it  will 
enable  us  to  administer  same  relief  to  our  unfortu- 
nate officers  and  men  who  are  in  captivity,' 

*  By  the  Vlh  Aiticlc  'jf  (he  Convention  Utc  Britiili  (rvufia  ^m  UiCLf  maith  to 
Bo«OB  weiE  tn  besuppiicd  wiih  provitions,  "  b/ r,ffncral  Ga[«' firder*^  a(  the 
fa»ei«t*  cd  niioAcu  tb«  trpopvcf  bvtrwn  «rajr."  Bui  CAJ«t  vm^  9*-V^t  ''' 
\am  lappliH  in  p«pfr  caoi^cy,  wor;h  at  Ihii  linuc  unly  About  one  ihird  of  itt 
wnifl  or  specie  v&lav ;  mhA  ilie  juiiicv  of  WuhiDgton's  fo^gciiioii  lo  eUfi 
IbU  p«gmicfil  in  foUi  f«r  «h«t  th«  Bhtihh  cantqAod,  mi^  vilh  ft^Ma  be  qdo- 
liODcd,  Con|;re»  Mat  aln^j  carikiJcf  m^  iJic  quuticm  n»cd  by  Wvihia[Lof] 
b  hklOlsr  of  Novvnibvr  l»I,  ({ip.  il^i.  iCj  of  din  veil mne)*  uil  <m  rli?  iQrh  of 
tNombtr  ai<d«r«d  "  Ibii  thf  ucAinh  ai  all  proviiinnft  %t\^  oth^  >]«««c«n« 
«tkb  alnady  tu*<  1»Mn,  ot  whkt  herc^fEer  miy  be  lupplictt  Ly  ihc  [JLiUic  U/ 
fdMBCn  in  the  paver  of  ihnc  Siniei.  ibnll  be  dlichiu'eccl  hy  diber  r<c«iriTifi 
bom  1^  BfMUb  Conttrtttity  of  pnionm,  at  iti^  «f  hh  aceiilB.  piovidocu  or 
•lbs  OBOCiiam*,  <qual  in  qualLly  and  kind  Co  whaL  have  beer  tuppljot}.  «[  the 
■BOHil  Unrr^f  in  ^nld  anil  lilvrr,  iil  (hv  raic  vA  as- ^  l^t  ev?ry  fIol]<ar  of  the 
MM t]f  of  (b««  SCat«:  Md  ibat  4LI  thMC  ecoouDti  b«  Liquidilnl  and  dift- 
^USeJ*  prrrkiw  to  tlie  r«le*A«  of  aoy  pruonm  to  Trbaiu  iJiuvikiout  or  ollicf 
McCHAriet  ibell  l]«\«  been  luppUful/'  Heath,  fireiaed  far  money,  bjut  tjJced 
BuiprjBifl  CD  lertle  t^te  aceonnis  lor  Xovember.  and  had  agreed  Eo  acopl  Con- 
ri»ca(«l  noner;  bvi  before  «  aeittciAaot  nshad,  he  mciv«d  tlrii  reaoluiioo  o| 
CongKKi,  «Uch  be  u  once  comntinlcatvd  to  Bnrgoynv.  The  Briiiah  general 
aaiHnlly  tbo«cb*  "  \t  vBt  a  little  eilraordinuy  (bal  we  thould  nfiu«  cuf  owa 
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December  \^ik. — Congress  seem  to  have  take?n  for 
granted  a  fact,  that  is  really  not  so.  All  the  forage 
for  the  army  has  been  constantly  drawn  from  Bucks  fl 
and  Philadelphia  counties,  and  those  parts  most  con-  ™ 
tiguous  to  the  city  ;  insomucli  that  it  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  entirely  so  in  the  country  below  our  ■ 
camp.  From  these,  too,  were  obtained  all  the  sup- 
plies of  flour,  that  circumstances  would  admit  of. 
The  millers  in  most  instances  were  unwilling  to  grind, 
either  from  tlieir  disaffection  or  from  motives  of  fear. 
This  made  the  supplies  less  than  they  otherwise 
might  have  been,  and  the  quantity,  which  was  drawn 
from  thence  was  little,  besides  what  the  guards  placed 
at  the  mills,  compelled  them  to  manufacture.'  As  lo 
stock,  1  do  not  know  that  much  was  had  from  thence* 
nor  do  I  know  thai  any  considerable  supply  could 
have  been  had. 


cnnvn^,  anil  further  addnl  llul  il  vtti  \yta^,  i^infe  ft  w*^  DQxnloiiB  thai  ■ 
Calfi«4  nighl  be  cxchnnged  for  twelv«  or  favrtetn  dolJftr^  tbrough  tlic  coiulrr," 
— I/eatA  to  tht  frrst^tnt  of  Cif/tf^tu^  5  Juiunry.  1773-  A;nl  iwo  wcrtn  bi«r 
lie  r<i[r1  rhc  Contirrnis]  CoiiimJHury  "  Ihitr  Ehv  ilcimindrng  hml  moinFy  va  «o 
ntf«or(Hnary  thai  he  imagiiied  CruE  Biirjin  vrould  not  hcsiuiv  bI  paTing 
ibid)'  e1iou«a.|]i]  pounds  ^Icrlini:  lo  piiblitit  lu^h  «  iiioccdiirc  lo  the  world. "^ 
//fiark  //I  ikf  Pnsiiffnl  of  Cflf^rfts.  i*  Jnmiary,  1778-  Hf  rliinibl  the  C«i- 
renlion  was  infMnged  hy  such  *  dcmofld,  taitrity  dike  to  the  pledge  of  llifl 
public  i^iih,  9,iiiX  lo  ^cjiciiil  lUkLtLc  iii)|j|Ecd  ix\  Ihc  i!ca1m|,r«  of  (tie  iiiuhC  hu>li]« 
DJilioiiK,  uml  app«lci1  rn  Hnyrr.  Thd  rrtiill  w4.11  ihoi  K«]wf  um-tnl  u>  ta 
ocban^  of  (>mDneri.,  but  Wuhmgtoit  foun4  himself  hampered  later  b/  ibta 
rcAolvc  of  December  iqrh.^f^'nj^jHx'^i '0 //iinv.  jd  Fcbritfty,  177ft:  WuA- 
inppit  li*lhf  Frfsi4ffiteJ  C^h^jj.  8  March,  1778, 

*  "  Ey  v^iue  of  the  power  a^d  diTCCtion  tfl  mc  esijeciallj'  gi^en,  I  bnebf  «■« 
join  and  require  all  pcrsun»  reAJUmg  within  isrcttty  nnlcA  it(  my  tlvad  Quufcn 
It)  ihrr^ti  f>rt«  h^if  ihtir  grain  by  the  first  dny  of  FebruBry  nrkd  ibpi^chv  half  hf 
ttie  lir^t  day  of  March  n«L  EfKUiiLg,  on  pain  m  co^c  of  UUurrof  having  dllhel 
tliiill  [voiakii  in  ahct'caj  after  ihv  pcriod^  above  luciiCtuucd,  icuciJ  b^r  tbe  Com- 
miJAirre^  £t  IJiiaii^r  MiAiers  of  the  army  nnd  paid  far  ai(inw-"—^/''wJai 
flo  OecembeTt  1777. 
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I  confess  I  have  felt  myself  greatly  embarrassed 
with  respect  to  a  vigorous  exercise  of  military  power. 
An  Unplaced  humanity,  perhaps,  and  a  reluctance  to 
give  distress,  may  have  restrained  me  loo  far ;  but 
these  were  not  all.  I  have  been  well  aware  of  the 
pteralent  jealousy  of  mihtary  power,  and  that  this 
has  been  considered  as  an  evil*  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, even  by  the  best  and  most  sensible  among 
ufL  Under  this  idea,  1  have  been  cautious,  and 
wished  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  any  act  that 
might  increase  it  However,  Congress  may  be  as- 
sured, that  no  exertions  of  mine,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances will  admit,  shall  he  wanting  to  provide  our 
own  troops  with  supplies  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  them  on  the  other. 
At  the  same  time  they  must  be  apprized,  that  many 
obstacles  have  arisen  to  render  the  former  more  pre- 
carious ;tnd  difticult  than  they  usually  were,  from  a 
change  in  the  commissary's  department,  at  a  very 
critical  and  interesting  period.  I  should  be  happy,  if 
the  civil  authority  in  the  several  States,  through  the 
recommendations  of  Congress,  or  their  own  mere 
will,  seeing  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  army, 
would  always  adopt  the  most  spirited  measures, 
suited  to  the  end.  The  people  at  large  are  governed 
much  by  custom.  To  acts  of  legislation  or  civil 
authority  they  have  ever  been  taught  to  yichl  a  will- 
ing obedience,  without  reasoning  about  their  pro* 
prict>' :  on  those  of  military  power,  whether  immediate 
or  derived  originally  from  another  source,  they  have 
ever  looked  with  a  jealous  and  suspicious  eye.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


350 


THE  IVXITINGS  OF 


[IJ7T 


TO   COVBRNOK   TRUMBULL, 


\%  D«<cmb«f.  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  2d  instant*  I  am 
much  obliged  for  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  my 
requests  through  General  Putnam,  and  I  shall  ever 
acknowledge  the  readiness  with  which  you  have  al- 
ways afforded  any  assisCafice  from  your  State,  when 
demanded  immediately  by  myself. 

I  was  never  consulted  in  the  least  upon  the  Rhode 
Island  expedition,  and  I  cannot  therefore  pretend  to 
say  who  were»  or  who  were  not,  to  blame  ;  but  it  un- 
doubtedly cost  the  public  an  enormous  sum  to  little 
or  no  purpose. 

I  observe  by  the  copy  of  your  letter  to  Congrew 
that  your  State  had  fallen  upon  means  to  supply  your 
troops  with  clothing,  I  must  earnestly  beg  that  it 
may  be  sent  on  to  camp  as  fast  as  it  is  collected  To 
cover  the  country  more  effectually,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  lay,  in  a  manner,  in  the  field  the  whole 
winter,  and  except  the  men  are  warmly  clad  they 
must  suffer  much. 

Among  the  troops  of  your  Slate  there  are  three 
hundred  and  sixty-three  drafts  whose  time  of  serx'ice 
will  expire  with  this  month.  This  deduction,  with 
ihe  former  deficiency  of  the  regiments,  will  reduce 
them  exceedingly  low  ;  and,  as  I  have  represented 
this  matter  to  Congress  very  fully,  1  hope  they  have 
before  this  lime  urged  to  the  States,  the  necressiiy 
which  there  is  of  filling  their  regiments  this  winter. 
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But  lest  they  should  not  have  done  it,  I  beg  leave  to 
urge  the  matter  to  your  immediate  consideration. 
Recruits  for  the  war  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  ob- 
tained if  possible,  but  if  that  cannot  be  done,  drafts 
(or  one  year  at  least  should  be  called  out  without 
delay.  And  1  hope  tha:  as  many  as  are  now  upon 
the  point  of  going  home  will  be  immediately  rein- 
Stated.  We  must  expect  to  lose  a  considerable 
number  of  men  by  sickness,  and  other  ways,  in  the 
course  of  the  winter ;  and  if  we  cannot  uke  the  field 
in  the  spring  with  a  superior,  or  at  lease  an  equal 
force  with  the  enemy,  we  shall  have  labored  through 
the  preceding  campaign  to  little  purpose. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   GEORGE    READ.    PRESIDENT   OF    DELAWARE. 

HEAII-<JUARTKR!J,  GUIJ'  MlU^ 

19  DocemlKtf,  1777> 

Sir, 

I  have  received  information,  which  I  have  great 
reason  to  believe  is  true,  that  the  enemy  mean  to 
establish  a  post  at  Wilmington,  for  the  purpose  of 
countenancing  the  disaffected  in  the  Delaware  State, 
drawing  supplies  from  that  country  and  the  lower 
parts  of  Chester  county,  and  securing  a  post  upon 
the  Delaware  River  during  the  winter/  As  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  enemy  from  such  a  position 
are  most  obvious.  I  have  determined,  and  shall 
accordingly  this  day  send  off  General  Smallwood 
with  a  respectable  Continental  force,  to  take  post  at 
Wilmington  before  them,     If  General  Howe  thinks 
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the  place  of  that  importance  to  him,  which  I  conceive 
it  is,  he  will  probably  attempt  to  dispossess  us  of  it; 
and  as  the  force,  which  I  can  at  present  spare,  Is  not 
adecjuate  to  making  it  perfectly  secure.  I  expect  that 
you  will  cail  out  as  many  militia  as  you  possibly  can, 
to  rendezvous  without  loss  of  time  at  Wilmingtotit 
and  put  themselves  under  the  command  of  General 
Smallwood-  I  shall  hope  that  the  people  will  turn  out 
cheerfully,  when  they  consider  that  they  are  called 
upon  to  remain  within  and  defend  their  own  State 

In  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  you  some  little  time  past,  you  express  a  wish, 
that  some  mode  may  be  fallen  upon,  to  procure  the 
exchange  of  Governor  McKinly.  As  this  gentleman 
will  be  considered  in  the  civil  line,  I  have  not  any 
prisoner  of  war  proper  to  be  proposed  for  him.  The 
application  would  go  more  properly  to  Congress,  who 
have  a  number  of  State  prisoners  under  their  direc- 
tion, for  some  of  whom,  Sir  William  Howe  would. 
probably,  exchange  the  Governor.     •     ♦     • » 


TO    THE    PBESIDE^T   OF   CONGRESS, 

HLAD-Qii^ftTena,  Valine v  FoRfia, 
C^ljj  93  December,  1777. 

On  Saturday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  favor  of  the  17th  instant,  with  it3  enclosures* 
The  next  day  I  wrote  to  General  Burgoync  upon  the 

<  *'  Vour  (avor  ^i  Ihe  94th  of  S«pr«inbcT^  mcloiing  aditroim?  agDinit  lorf- 
\%xti.  c&mc  BAfc  to  myhtitds.  Pot  the  liaiior  of  ibc  Jc^IuIMtl,  I  return  you  mr 
liiiccre  tbanka,  iinl  wish  most  dev^juily  llit»t  )MurUlun  muybc  ciuwiicd  wiOi  lli* 
iu«ceH  it  deierva.  " — Wnthingt^n  te  Rfv.  Mr,  Wittttkrr  \SitUm^  M911.),  90 
DvMmber,  1777' 
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subject  of  his  application,  and  transmitted  to  hint  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  founded  thereon. 
That  the  matter  mij^ht  not  be  delayed,  I  despatched 
my  letter  by  the  express,  who  brought  yours,  he 
having  informed  me.  that  you  expected  he  would  be 
sent  with  it. 

It  is  with  infinite  pain  and  concern,  that  I  transmit 
to  Congress  the  enclosed  copies  of  sundry  letters  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  commissary's  department 
In  these,  matters  arc  not  exaggerated.  I  do  not 
know  from  what  cause  this  alarming  deficiency^  or 
rather  total  failure  of  supplies,  arises;  but.  unless 
more  vigorous  exertions  and  better  regulations  take 
plaiTe  in  thai  line  immediately,  this  army  must  dis* 
solve.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  by  remonstrating^ 
by  writing,  by  ordering  the  commissaries  on  this  head, 
from  time  to  time  ;  but  without  any  good  effect,  or 
obtaining  more  than  a  present  scanty  relief-  Owing 
to  this,  the  march  of  the  army  has  been  delayed,  upon 
mure  than  one  interesting  occasion,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  campaign  ;  and  had  a  body  of  the  enemy 
crossed  the  Schuylkill  this  morning,  as  I  had  reason 
to  expect,  from  the  intelligence  I  received  at  four 
oclock  last  night,  the  divisions  which  I  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  march  and  meet  them  could  not  have 
moved.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  more  upon 
the  subject.  I  refer  Congress  to  the  copies,  by  one 
of  which  they  will  perceive,  how  ver>"  unfavorable 
also  our  prospect  is  of  having  any  considerable  sup- 
plies of  salt  pfX)vi&ions  for  the  ensuing  year/ 

Id  ihow  lb*  cmnili  upon  wbkti  ibU  ihUtcmeiit  \%  mule     '*  1  icctlvcd   cld 
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I  would  also  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  Con- 
grciis  of  the  necessity  of  tilling,  ;is  &oon  as  possible* 
the  offices  of  quarterma.ster  and  adjutant  general. 
These  posts  are  of  infiat:e  importance,  and  without 
appointments  to  them  it  will  be  impossible  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  army.  The  first  office  ts  now  stjf- 
fering  much  for  want  of  a  head  to  direct  the  great 
business  of  it :  and  the  latter  will  be  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, fn  the  course  of  a  f(?w  days,  by  the  dei^art* 
ure  of  Coionel  Pickering,  who,  since  his  appointm<;nt 
to  Uic  Board  of  Wan  has  been  waiting  only  for  a 
successor.' 

otIct/'  vriiM  Gcnert]  HnntlTipon.  "v>  bold  mj  brtft'l*  fn  retdloHi  to 
much,  FjgJilinc  wtU  be  hy  Ur  prelcnblc  to  (i*r^n|:^  Mj  bri£wl«  &£«  «m  of 
provjsjoQL.  ntii  ctEi  ibe  tciftfiilvitry  obuiu  %t\j  utcjiL  I  urn  cicceilli)[;lx  ud< 
hftppr  In  h*ifia  tht  boiTBf  ol  compUinli  (o  Hrad-QMrten-  I  have  utcd  fvtrf 
■rf  amcnt  my  ien4£injuion  can  iavcnE  la  mftka  th4  *oIdi«n  tuj,  but  1  d«aptir 
of  tnmt;  ablv  ic  do  Ll  laucli  tooccr,*'  The  nail  u  from  Gcncnl  Vuaum. 
*'  A^oMiiig  1o  the  »ytnj  of  Solcnncm  hun^r  wtll  br»V  ihrcmgh  i  itMkfr^nll, 
II  Is  thcrcdire  *  vay  p)«i.^nK  eifcum»*nce  lu  ilie  dUii^oa  ui^r  my  vonnutd, 
Uul  ibcrc  a  «  pEubibiilJI/  uf  llidi  ttLxrcIiirLic.  Tliice  clftyt  »uCL-C4i*c])r  we  L>*c 
bern  dntimt^  cirirrriiir  Twn  diyKWff  TiJitfi  hren  etilirely  ivllhout  meir.  Tti* 
wn  piafi  b«  *iippZ]«d)  or  iTwjr  cannot  b*  commantlod,  Tho  caTnpUinU  ip* 
(90  UTEoaL  to  pob  uDDoiitcd.  Il  i>  vitb  p^ln,  thit  I  itiejiiioa  thU  diBtrca,  1 
knew  \\  wlli  make  your  Eiccticncy  unhippj  ;  buc.  If  you  f xpCCt  tbe  cxarlbn  of 
vlrtudDi  finncipls^  while  ^ui  tnopd  »«  deprived  cif  th«  ncM»Afi«  of  lift, 
your  liAidilii4ppDitJlmcni  irill  be  i;tejl  lji  pmpart^on  lo  (he  pJidcoce,  ifhich 
Quw  uEbiuihrs  «Tcry  aan  M  human  ftrlinj;, " 

■  In  4  LrfE«i  Tn  Ongms,  dnled  Oripbvr  tJlti.  C«ii«iul  Mifflin  bid  tflndeicd  ihc 
nufpiuion  *A  hii  conainiuiona  of  mA^or-^ncral  ftnd  quaittrmtfllFr-j^nenl,  on 
liie  £iojnii  u|  itUEicjUEi.  lib  couifiiiaalun  uf  4mrt?riTUUl«r  vu  A<^cptcti  un  ibe 
7th  of  Noveinbei.  but  Ehe  nnk  atiU  commmjon  oE  mBjOf'gtneTqr,  wtlboul  th« 
pay  ADnacd  la  iHe  oEKce^  wda  continued  tn  bim  ;  and  At  lUe  HLbft  tjcnc  he  vu 
liiviitn  a  monbcr  i>f  Ibc  new  Butrd  of  War.  which  wu  wLi^iUulEd  of  iicrtun* 
not  in  T-nni^m.  Tbii  FbAnt.  Fiy  iu  ftnt  orginiraMon,  u>t  in  rnnml  ol  thrrn 
a«Mib«n.  Tb«  p«ncni<bofeen  vcrv  Gencial  MURin,  C«1onil  rJck^nngH  >nd 
Cob^nd  fUdiwr.  Ddur?  it  wcnl  into  openiiun.  tbe  Doud  wai  lalarcvd  lo 
Ave  mrmben  an'l,  iCirnion  luvmg  dtdined  the  4ppDiniinFnt,  CrMirril  Gaiei. 
Jotepb  Trvmbull,  and  Kichud  FeUrs  wcr  choien  in  uddliioa  to  Mifflin  tod 
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vation  of  the  troops,  from  their  necessitous  circum- 
stances, might  have  been  justifiable, — the  measure 
was  found  inexpedient,  because  it  would  have  exposed 
and  left  uncovered  a  large  extent  of  country  ;  tf  can- 
toning ihc  troops  in  several  places,  divided  and  dis- 
tant from  each  other, — then  there  was  a  probability 
of  their  being  cot  off,  and  but  little  prospect  of  thdr 
giving  security  to  any  part.  Under  these  embarrass- 
ments. I  determined  to  lake  post  near  this  place,  as 
the  best  calculated  in  my  judgment  to  secure  the 
army,  to  protect  our  stores,  and  cover  the  countr>' ; 
and  for  this  purpose  we  are  beginning  to  hut.  and 
shall  endeavor  to  accomplish  it  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

I  have  also,  from  a  desire  of  preventing  the  enemy 
from  an  intercourse  with  the  Ddaware  State,  and  from 
making  incursions  there,  detached  General  Smallwood 
with  the  Maryland  forces  to  take  post  at  Wihnirsgton, 
which  1  had  strong  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  in- 
tended. This  however  ]  cannot  but  consider  as  haz- 
ardous, and  shall  be  happy  if  it  does  not  turn  out  sa 
I  have  it  also  in  contemplation  to  throw  a  bridge  over 
the  Schuylkill  near  this  place,  as  soon  as  it  is  practica- 
ble ;  by  means  of  which  1  hope  we  shall  be  able  in  a 
great  measure*  with  the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  check 
the  excursions  of  the  enemy's  parties  on  the  other 
side. 

As  to  Jersey,  I  am  sensible  of  her  sufferings  and 
exertions  in  the  present  contest,  and  there  is  no  Stale 
to  which  I  would  more  willingly  extend  protection; 
but.  as  I  have  ob3er\'cd,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 


■J77l 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


>57 


it,  in  that  degree,  which  seems  to  be  wished  and  ex- 
peeled.  I  cannot  divide  the  army  (not  supt;nor,  when 
collected,  from  sickness  and  other  causes  equally  pain- 
ful, to  the  crcmy  s  force,)  into  detachments,  contrary 
to  ever)'  military  principle,  and  to  our  own  experience 
of  the  dangers  that  would  attend  it.  If  this  is  done, 
I  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  consequences.  My 
feelings  Icid  strongly  to  universal  relief,  but  I  have 
not  the  power  to  afford  it ;  nevertheless,  it  has  been 
and  is  still  my  intention,  as  soon  as  1  have  formed 
and  secured  this  camp,  to  detach  a  small  force  to  aid 
and  countenance  their  militia.  This  is  alK  it  appears 
to  mc,  that  can  be  done ;  and  I  hope  the  apprehen- 
sions in  that  quarter  for  the  greater  part  will  prove 
rather  imaginary  than  well  grounded,  though  I  confess 
there  are  strong  reasons  to  conclude,  that  the  enemy 
will  not  be  remiss  in  their  acts  of  violence  and  injury 
there  or  any  where  else.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    COKaRESS. 

Vallkt  FoKttR,  S3  Dcttmbca,  ITTT- 

Full  as  I  was  in  my  representation  of  the  matters 

in  the  commissary's  department  yesterday,  fresh  and 

more  powerful  reasons  oblige  me  to  add,  that  I  am 

now  convinced  beyond  a  doubt,  that,  unless  some 

great  and  capital  change  suddenly  takes  in  that  line. 

this  army  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  one  or  other 

of  these  three  things  ;  starve,  dissolve,  or  disperse  in 

order  to  obtain  subsistence  in  the  best  manner  they 
i? 
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can.  Resl  assured,  Sir,  this  is  not  an  exaggerated 
picture,  and  that  1  have  abundant  reason  to  suppose 
what  1  say. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  receiving  Infonnation  that  ilie 
enemy  in  force  had  left  the  city,  and  were  advancing 
towards  Derby  with  the  apparent  design  to  forage, 
and  draw  subsistence  from  that  part  of  the  country,  I 
ordered  the  troops  to  be  in  readiness,  that  1  might 
give  everj^  opposition  in  my  power;  when  belioUl,  lo 
my  great  mortification,  I  was  no:  only  informed,  but 
convinced,  that  the  men  were  unable  to  stir  on  account 
of  provision,  and  thai  a  dangerous  mutiny,  begun  the 
night  before,  and  which  with  difficulty  was  suppressed 
by  the  spirited  exertions  of  some  ol^Lcers,  was  sciti 
much  lo  be  apprehended  for  want  of  this  article.  This 
brought  forth  the  only  commissary  in  the  purchasing 
line  in  this  camp  ;  and.  with  him*  this  melancholy  and 
alarming  truth,  that  he  had  not  a  single  hoof  of  any  kind 
to  slaughter,  and  not  more  than  twenty-five  barrels  of 
flour!  From  hence  form  an  opinion  of  our  situation 
when  I  add,  that  he  could  not  tell  when  to  expect  any. 

All  I  could  do  under  these  circumstances,  was  to 
send  out  a  few  light  parties  to  watch  and  harass  the 
enemy,  whilst  other  parties  were  inslantly  detached 
different  w^ys  to  collect,  if  possible,  as  much  provision 
as  would  satisfy  the  present  pressing  wants  of  the 
soldiery.  But  will  this  answc^r  ?  No,  Sir  ;  three  or  four 
days  of  bad  weather  would  prove  our  destruction. 
What  then  is  to  become  of  the  army  this  winter? 
And  if  we  are  so  often  witliaut  provisions  now,  what 
is  to  become  of  us  in  the  spring,  when  our  force  will 
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h^  collected,  with  the  aid  perhaps  of  militia  to  take 
advantajTc  of  an  early  cainpaign,  before  the  enemy 
can  be  reinforced  ?  These  are  considerations  of  great 
magnitude,  meriting  the  closest  attention  ;  and  they 
will,  when  my  own  reputation  is  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  event  and  to  be  affected  by  it.  justify 
ty  saying,  that  the  present  commissaries  are  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  execution  of  the  office,  or  that  the 
disaffection  of  the  people  is  past  all  belief.  The  mis- 
fortune, however,  does  in  my  opinion  proceed  from 
both  causes ;  and.  though  I  have  been  tender  hereto^ 
fore  of  giving  any  opinion,  or  lodging  complaints,  as 
the  change,  in  that  department  took  place  contrary  to 
*my  judgment,  and  the  consequences  thereof  were  pre- 
dicted ;  yet.  finding  that  the  inactivity  of  the  army, 
whether  for  want  of  provisions,  clothes,  or  other  es- 
sentials, is  charged  to  my  account,  not  only  by  the 
common  vulgar  but  by  those  in  power,  it  is  time  to 
speak  plain  in  excLilpation  of  myw^lf.  With  truths 
then,  I  can  decl:ire.  that  no  man  in  my  opinion  e\'er 
had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  I  have,  by  every 
department  of  the  army. 

Since  the  month  of  July  we  have  had  no  assistance 
from  the  quartcrmastcr^cncral,  and  to  want  of  a:;stst- 
ance  from  this  department  the  commissary-general 
charges  great  part  of  his  deficiency.  To  this  I  am  to 
add.  that,  notwith<ttanding  it  is  a  standing  order,  and 
often  repeate*!,  that  the  troops  shall  always  have  two 
days'  provisions  by  them,  that  they  might  be  ready  at 
any  sudden  call;  yet  an  opportunity  has  scarcely  ever 
offered,  of  taking  an  advantage  of  tlie  enemy,  that 
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has  not  been  either  totally  obscructcd,  or  greatly  im- 
peded, on  ihis  account.  And  this,  the  great  and  cr>'- 
iTig  evil,  is  not  all.  The  soap,  vinegar,  and  other 
articles  allowed  by  Congress,  we  see  none  of.  nor 
have  we  seen  them,  I  believe,  since  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,  The  first,  indeed,  we  have  now  littk 
occasion  (or;  few  men  having  more  than  one  shirt» 
many  only  the  moiety  of  one,  and  some  none  at  all. 
In  addition  to  which,  as  a  proof  of  the  little  benefit 
received  from  a  ciothier-general,  and  as  a  further  proof 
of  the  inability  of  an  army,  under  the  circumstances 
of  this,  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  soldieiu 
(besides  a  number  of  men  confined  to  hospitals  for 
want  of  shoes,  and  others  in  farmers'  houses  on  the 
same  account,)  we  have,  by  a  field-return  this  day 
made,  no  less  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
ninety-eight  men  now  in  camp  unfit  for  duty,  because 
they  are  barefoot  and  otherwise  naked.  By  the  same 
return  it  appears,  that  our  whole  strength  in  Conti- 
nental  troops,  including  the  eastern  brigades,  which 
have  joined  us  since  the  surrender  of  General  Bur- 
goyne.  exclusive  of  the  Maryland  troops  sc:nt  to  Wil- 
mington, amounts  to  no  more  than  eight  thousand 
two  hundred  in  camp  fit  for  duty;  notwithstanding 
which,  and  that  since  the  4th  instant,  our  numbers  Rl 
for  dutj'.  from  the  hardships  and  exposures  chey  have 
undergone,  particularly  on  account  of  blankets  (num* 
bers  having  been  obliged,  and  still  are,  to  sit  up  all 
night  by  fires,  instead  of  taking  comfortable  rest  in  a 
natural  and  common  way),  have  decreased  near  two 
thousand  men. 
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Wc  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether  the 
army  was  really  going  into  winter-quarters  or  not  ({or 
I  am  sure  no  resolution  of  mine  would  warrant  the 
Remonstrance),  reprobating  the  measure  as  much  as 
if  tbey  thought  the  soldiers  were  made  of  !Uock?i  or 
Stones,  and  equally  in^nsible  of  frost  and  snow ;  and 
moreover,  as  if  they  conceived  it  easily  practicable 
for  an  inferior  army,  under  the  disadvantages  I  have 
described  ours  to  be.  which  arc  by  no  means  exag- 
gerated, to  confine  a  superior  one.  in  all  respects 
well-appointed  and  provided  for  a  winter's  campaign. 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  cover  from 
depredation  and  waste  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
aiui  Jcrrwy.  Bui  what  makes  this  matter  still  more 
extiaordinar>-  in  my  eye  is,  that  these  ver^-  gentJe- 
nen,* — who  were  wcU  apprized  of  the  nakedness  of 
the  troops  from  ocular  demonstration,  who  thought 
their  own  soldiers  worse  clad  than  others,  and  who 
advised  me  near  a  month  ago  to  postpone  the  execu- 
tion of  3  plan  I  vi'AA  about  to  adopt,  in  consequence 
of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  seizing  clothes,  under 
strong  assurances  that  an  ample  supply  would  be  col- 
lected in  ten  days  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the  State 
(not  one  article  of  which,  by  the  by,  is  yet  come  to 
hand)t — should  think  a  winter's  campaign,  and  the 
covering  of  these  Staie-i  from  the  invasion  of  an 
enemy,  so  easy  and  practicable  a  business.  I  con 
assure  those  gentlemen,  thcit  it  is  a  much  easier  and 
less  distressing  thing  to  draw  remonstrances  in  a 
comfonablc  room  by  a  good  fireside,  than  to  occupy 
a  cold,  bleak  hill,  and  skcp  under  frost  and  snow, 
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without  clothes  or  blankets.  However,  althoug;h 
they  serm  to  have  Utile  feeling  for  the  naked  and 
distressed  soldiers^  I  feel  superabundantly  for  them, 
and.  from  my  soul.  I  pity  those  miseries,  which  it  is 
neither  in  my  powt-r  to  relieve  or  prevenL' 

It  \%  for  these  reasons,  therefore,  thac  ]  have  dwell 
upon  the  subject :  and  it  adds  not  a  little  to  my  other 
difficulties  and  distress  to  find,  that  much  more  is  ex- 
pected of  me  than  is  possible  to  be  performed,  and 
that  upon  the  ground  of  safety  and  policy  I  am 
obliged  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  army  from 
public  view^  and  thereby  expose  myself  to  detraction 
and  calumny.  The  honorable  committee  of  Congress 
went  from  canip  fully  possessed  nf  my  sentiments 
respecting  the  establishment  of  this  army,  the  neces- 
sity of  auditors  of  accounts,  the  appointment  of 
officers,  and  new  arrangements.  1  have  no  need, 
therefore^  to  be  prolix  upon  these  subjects,  but  I 
refer  to  the  committee-  [  shall  add  a  word  or  two  to 
show,  first,  the  necessity  of  some  better  provision  for 
binding;  the  officers  by  the  tie  of  interest  to  the 
service^  as  no  day  nor  scarce  an  hour  passes  without 
the  offer  of    a    resigned  commission';    (otherwise  I 

■  Alluding  la  the  Mrmoriftl,  ^t  R«fnotL(Ir*nfe.  of  the  EegUbruN  of  Penciyl- 

*  In  ;Iie  txiVL^uiiuii  of  chc4.-k(ii|:  tbc  apint  uf  ruigninf  imoTic  thr  nffimi  ih« 
Honteof  Cimmont  ai  North  CorQlina  pbo^d  a  r«wluUon  th«r  aof  CarolJnD 
otioci  "  wha  BtictU,  uitli»>  far  good  uid  Bufliciciit  rtuoni.  c^rUfitd  \t>  lfc«  fvr- 
enior  u  be  mch  t>y  ttic  Commaiidcr  in  diid  of  cheCi>mbcnul  Army,  raiifn 
Till  coAinliElon  m  thi«  criiinl  pcriM.  ilidU  be  hdd  and  ilonncd  incapabla  ol 
holding;  ticrulter  any  office,  dvil  arfnilJUirT^  in  the  jpf(  at  ihb  BUtCh"  Thii 
gulled  oui  t[»c  folU'wing  ftnm  ihv  Gtwm] ; 

"  1  had  ikt  lii:>iior  Co  mreiv*  ymxt  Yavqt  af  flie  ^jih  UHo.  vith  Its  JncJMMfV 
by  yalerdty'i  poM.  A  ipirilof  fc-vigning  thvirCommwionB)  nliciher  r«u|iiag 
((ijm  «cccuj,iy  CHUitet  at  fei|£aeiJ  gae»,  [  cannut  JctcraiiucH  liu  t>Ru  but  lua 
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much  doubt  the  praciicability  of  holding  the  army  Ca« 
■ther  much  longer,  and  in  this  1  shall  probably  be 
thought  the  more  sincere,  when  I  freely  declare,  that 
1  do  not  myseU  expect  lo  derive  the  smallest  benefit 
from  any  establishment  that  Congress  may  adopt, 
othcrvrisc  than  as  a  member  of  the  community  at 
in  the  good,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  result 
from  the  measure,  by  making  better  officers  and 
belter  troops  :)  ami,  secondly,  to  point  out  the  neces- 
sity of  making  the  appointments  and  arrangements 
vrithout  loss  of  time-  We  have  not  more  than  three 
months,  in  which  to  prepare  a  great  deal  of  business, 
If  we  let  these  slip  or  waste,  we  shall  be  laboring 
under  the  same  difficulties  all  next  campaign,  as  we 
have  been  this,  to  rectify  mistaken  and  bring  things 
to  order. 

Military  arrangement,  and  movements  in  conse- 
quence, like  the  mechanism  of  a  clock,  will  be  imper- 
fect and  disordered  by  the  want  of  a  part.  In  a  very 
sensible  degree  have  I  experienced  this,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  summer,  several  brigades  having  no  briga- 
diers appointed  to  them  till  late,  and  some  not  at  all ; 
by  which  means  it  follows,  that  an  additional  weight 

frnfilcDl  in  tho  «ntif  uf  UtCi  1  httv  duoounlcnmncnl  \x  m  mucb  u  povublvL 
4iptnillr  «'h^rr  \\*p  Apphutiaru  vrF»  by  M«n  r\  mtrt  and  in  v^mp  ^nclt  iib 
lu#t  per«mpl<>rily  refuH<l  lo  i;raii(  cm,  Th«  pndliM  ti  of  (ivnUdoua 
Umdency.  intl  iniiii  buve  ail  milLfcp|>y  jnflfic[i':c  on  Lhc  hci^kt-  At  ilic  luue 
it  U  (o  be^buTv^d,  «hcrr  oCTicrii  wtih  ro  rtvijn,  whutp  rharnciFn  «r«  a- 
•ftf^imnhH  or  dH>  doi  mpDd  in  i  lavorAblc  pomi  ^i  vttw,  tkcir  cQimniiilom 
•InvM  b*  PicvivcU,  »UiciE  i;uatijia«A«  vrcblJ  agt  fnucuoU  Lhc  PubLic  Interot 
L#Bd  fi^l  piwmt  ih«  ^rMnAtJnn  of  hfFlvr  m^n.  1  UibII  pay  Hn/  r*|fftM  (n  Vh* 
SL«wIt«  of  joui  Konbl«.  IIovk  of  CommoiUp  uid  (h«l  Ihdr  vww  may  b*  tb« 
lore  luUj  ftnw«c«t,  I  kWU  JcU'Ci  «  copy  *A  It  lu  lUc  Ci->mmuiiliQ|f  officer  of 
noopt,  Ihat  li  miy  be  rainflii]iiii?4T«c]  Ehnngh  Iheir  line."—  ^tfi^iq^nni  i* 
Ojuv/F,  sj  Uctemlier,  1777. 
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\s  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Commandcr-in- 
chief,  to  withdraw  his  attention  from  the  great  line  of 
his  duty-  The  g-cntlcmcn  of  the  committee,  when 
they  were  at  camp,  talked  of  an  expedient  (or  adjuHl- 
ing  these  matters,  which  1  highly  approved  and  wish 
to  see  adopted;  namely,  that  two  or  three  members 
of  the  Board  of  War,  or  a  committee  of  Congress, 
should  repair  immedfately  to  camp,  where  the  best 
aid  can  be  had.  and  with  the  commanding  officer,  or 
a  committee  of  his  appointment,  prepare  and  digest 
the  most  perfect  plan,  that  can  be  devised,  for  correct- 
ing all  abuses  and  making  new  arrangements:  con- 
sttlering  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  weak  ami 
debilitated  regiments,  if  the  States  to  which  they 
belong  will  not  draft  men  to  fill  them,  for  as  to  enlist- 
ing soldiers  it  seems  to  me  to  be  totally  out  of  the 
question ;  together  with  many  other  things,  that 
would  occur  in  the  course  of  such  a  conference  ;  and^ 
after  digesting  matters  in  the  best  manner  they  can, 
to  submit  the  whole  to  the  ultimate  determination  of 
Congress. 

If  this  measure  is  approved.  I  would  earnestly  ad* 
vise  the  immediate  execution  of  it,  and  that  the 
commissary 'general  of  purchases,  whom  I  rarely  sec. 
may  be  directed  to  form  maga/.inrs  without  a 
moment's  delay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  camp, 
in  order  to  secure  provision  for  us  in  case  of  bad 
weather.  The  quartermaster-genera!  ought  also  to 
be  busy  in  his  department.  In  short,  there  h  as 
much  to  be  done  in  preparing  for  a  campaign,  as  in 
the  active  part  of  it.     Every  thing  depends  upon  the 
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preparation  that  is  m^tde  in  the  several  departments, 
and  the  success  or  misfortunes  of  the  next  campaign 
will  morr  than  probahl/  originate  with  our  activity 
or  supineness  dtiring  this  winter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Sec 


TO    THE    EXECUTIVES   OF    THE    EASTERU    STATES. 

HXJU>Qt'AKTm«ft.  VAUVV  FOfiGV, 
19  r>ccembcT.  1777. 

Sib. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  en<> 
eloded  return,  which  contains  a  state[mcnt]  of  such 
of  the  Connecticut'  regiments  as  are  in  the  army 
immediately  under  my  command.  By  this  you  will 
discover  how  deficient,  how  exceedingly  short,  they 
arc  of  the  complement  of  men,  which  of  right,  accord-* 
log  to  the  establishment,  they  ought  to  have.  This 
information  1  have  thought  it  my  duly  to  lay  before 
you,  that  it  may  have  that  attention  which  ils  impor- 
tance demands ;  and  in  full  hope  that  the  most  early 
and  vigorous  measures  will  be  adopted,  not  only  to 
makr  the  rrgimcnts  more  respectable,  but  complete. 
The  expediency  and  necessity  of  this  procedure  are 
too  obvious  to  need  ailments.  Should  wc  have  a 
rc&pectable  force  to  commence  an  early  campaign 
with,  before  the  enemy  ore  reinforced,  I  trust  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  striking  a  favorable  and 
an  happy  stroke.  But  if  we  should  be  obliged  to 
defer  it,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  describe,  with  any 
degree  of  precision,  what  disagreeable  consequences 

■  Tbc  ciAinc  of  the  HUfE  T«r1td  with  ihe  Ictler, 
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may  result  from  it.  We  may  rest  assured  that 
Britain  will  strain  every  nerve  to  send  from  home 
and  abroad,  as  early  as  possible,  all  the  troops  it 
ehall  be  in  her  power  to  raise  or  procure.  Her  views 
and  schemes  for  subjugating  these  States  and  bringing 
them  under  her  despotic  rule  will  be  unceasing  and 
unremitted.  Nor  should  we,  in  my  opinion,  cum  our 
expectations  to,  or  have  the  least  dependence  on.  the 
inlervention  of  a  foreign  war.  Our  wishes  on  this 
have  been  disappointed  hitherto,  and  perhaps  it  may 
lon^  be  the  case.  However,  be  this  as  it  may,  our 
reliance  should  be  wholly  on  our  own  strength  and 
exertions.  If,  in  addition  to  these,  there  should  be 
aid  derived  from  a  ^-ar  between  the  enemy  and  any 
of  the  European  powers,  our  situation  will  be  so 
much  the  better;  if  not,  our  efforts  and  exertions  will 
have  been  the  more  necessary  and  indispensable. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  be  happy  if  the  idea  of  a 
foreign  rupture  should  be  thrown  entirely  out  of  the 
scale  of  politics,  and  that  it  may  have  not  the  lease 
weight  in  our  public  measures.  No  bad  effects  could 
flow  from  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  a  salutary 
nature.  At  tlie  same  time,  I  do  not  mean  that  such  an 
idea  ought  lobedicsouragedamong  the  people  at  large. 
Your  ready  exertions  to  relieve  the  distress  of  your 
troops  for  clothing  have  given  mc  the  highest  satis- 
faction- At  tiie  same  time,  knowing  how  exceedingly  i 
the  service  has  been  injured,  how  thai  every  measure  Hj 
will  be  pursued  that  circumstances  will  admit  to  keep 
them  supplied  from  time  to  time,  no  pains,  no  efTorta 
can  be  too  great  for  this  purpose.     The  articles  of 
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shoes*  stockings,  and  blankets  demand  the  most  par- 
ticular attrntion.  as  the  expenditure  of  ihem,  from 
Ac  operations  and  common  accidents  of  war.  we  find 
to  be  greater  than  of  any  other  articles.  1  assure 
you,  sir,  it  is  not  e-isy  to  j»ivfr  you  a  just  and  accurate 
idea  of  ihe  sufferings  of  the  troops  at  large  Were 
they  to  be  minutely  detailed,  the  relation.— so  unex- 
pected, so  contrary  to  the  common  opinion  of  people 
distant  from  the  army — would  scarcely  be  thought 
credible.  I  fear  I  shall  wound  your  feelings  by  tell- 
ing you.  that  by  a  field-return  on  the  23d  instant,  we 
had  in  camp  not  le&s  thnn  3,898  men  unfit  for  duty 
b)"  reason  of  their  being  barefoot  and  otherwise 
naked.  Besides  these,  ihere  are  many  olhen;  de* 
tained  at  the  hospitals  and  in  farmers'  houses  for  the 
same  causes.  I  wilt  no  longer  dwell  upon  the  melan- 
choly subject,  being  firmly  convinced  that  your  views 
and  most  studious  care  will  be  employed  to  render 
the  situation  of  the  troops,  both  officers  and  privates, 
comfortable  in  future.  If  the  several  Statei4  direct 
their  attention  to  this  indispensably  essential  object. 
as  1  trust  they  will.  I  have  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
that  their  supplies,  with  thone  immediately  imported 
by  Congress  themselves,  will  be  equal  to  every 
demand. 

The  return  transmitted  comprehends  only  such 
troops  of  your  State  as  are  at  this  camp.  [  imagine 
all  the  regiments  stand  nearly  upon  the  same  footing 
in  point  of  deficiency  ;  and  from  il  you  will  be  able  to 
form  a  pretty  just  estimate  of  the  men  that  will  be 
necessary  to  fill  the  whole. 
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Before  1  conclude  I  would  also  add  that  it  will  be 
essential  to  inoculate  the  recruits  or  levies  as  fast  as 
they  are  raised  that  their  earliest  services  may  be  had. 
Should  this  be  postponed  the  work  will  be  to  do. 
most  probably,  at  an  interesting  and  critical  period, 
and  when  their  aid  may  be  materially  wanted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect*  *ir. 

P.  S, — We  have  taken  post  here  for  the  winter,  as 
a  place  best  calculated  to  restrain  the  ravages  of  the 
eneniy,  and  busily  employed  m  erecting  huts. 


TO  Major-general  conwav/ 

H»Ai>-QVAftTRKK.  y>  D«c«ii)>i*t.  177;. 

Sift. 

I  am  favored  with  your  lelter  of  yesterday,  in 
which  you  propose^  (in  order  to  lose  no  lime,)  to 
begin  with  the  instruction  of  the  troops.     You  will 

■  C«nwij  hwl  jiut  tiHii  ippaSntpdby  ContEFOa  ini-pMf or-£menl  lo  itit  uny, 
and  promoted  Lo  thcrAnlcof  fnijor-geneia].  He  vroleloGvneral  WanJiiii^on^ 
r(9p((lLit^  the  mode  of  ditcbarging  hij  new  datfa.  aiid  added  id  rcj^ifd  i«  bti 
laTp  tppoinlmcnu :  "  I  ictTplM  Ihr  otPi^^c  of  if»p«lar.grn«rs]  WLlh  rh«  i^^w 
of  beiig  inatnimer^tal  (o  tlic  wdfaK  of  lh«  cauw,  ud  l«  the  gloty  o<  the  C«av- 
niauilct<in-chicf)  in  making  hii  tioopi  fil  lo  cuccuU  hh  vrdtn.  The  mck  oE 
mfljar-gcficnil,  which  was  given  mp,  U  ohsolnlcly  reijuisiw  ln»  ihi^  dAicb.  in 
□rdet  (II  ht  itsie^  with  proper  aulhoril^  lo  EUpvfintenil  tbt  iaitraction  and  ih* 
internal  admia^stralJon,  Thcic  l6  no  ia^txatf^v  \d  the  EmT-pc^n  rniQW  undcf  a 
major-ecncnl.  }lovevct.  Sir,  if  my  appoinimcni  ii  produdJTtf  of  ttif  lnooQ> 
vfiiufncCf  or  anywioe  diBagrt«ablc  tft  your  E<ccU«ncy,  ts  I  iwilber  9pph«l  bqf 
?io]iciUd  fot  Ebifr  plAcff^  1  uo  vciy  ready  Iq  relum  io  Fmice»  vhcie  t  hav* 
prnang  busncss :  and  this  1  will  do  wilh  the  more  uiiiftcUon.  ■■  I  apect 
tv^a  ihcrs  io  ht  tiKfdl  ta  Ifie  cause."— Jf.V,  LJtttr,  Uecenbcr  t^lh.  II  it 
remarkable  Lhji  he  •■hoald  auert,  u  he  doq  heiCa  thai  he  never  appU^^d  foriHe 
KppodDimcni  ol  majoi-e^^ncra],  when  iheic  are  letlen  of  an  ftnlcrJuf  date  ftma 
him  lo  Cofigrut.  id  which  he  no!  ontir  apptipi^  har  inticli,  vifh  a  (orvtnln««a 
iklincel  amouikliu^  is*  iiDpudcut<,  that  ihv  lank  ougbi  |o  be  bellowed  on  bin. 
■nd  uus  a  herln  oT  ar)£ij]ncnt&  lo  niBtain  hJh  app]ittfLl<iD,— 'J^rAi. 
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observe,  by  the  rc^Iution  of  Congress  relative  to 
)rour  appointment,  that  the  Board  of  War  is  to 
furnish  a  set  of  instructions  according  to  which  the 
troops  are  to  be  manceuvred.  As  you  have  made  no 
mention  of  having  received  them,  1  suppose  they  are 
not  come  to  you  ;  vrhen  th^  do,  I  shall  issue  any 
orders  which  may  be  judged  necessar)-  to  have  them 
carried  into  immediate  execution. 

Your  apjHsintment  of  inspector-general  to  the  army. 
I  believe,  has  not  given  the  least  uneasiness  to  any 
officer  in  it  By  consulting  your  own  feelings  upon 
the  appointment  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  you  may 
judge  what  must  be  the  sensation  of  those  brigadiers, 
who  by  your  promotion  are  superseded/  1  am  told 
they  arc  d<rlermined  to  remonstrate  against  it  For 
my  own  part  I  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  general  officers,  and  shall  always  afford  every 
countenance  and  due  respect  to  those  appointed  by 
Congress,  taking  it  for  granted,  that,  prior  to  any 
resolve  of  that  nature,  they  take  a  dispassionate  view 
of  the  merits  of  the  officer  to  be  promoled,  and  con- 
sider every  consequence  that  can  result  from  such  a 
procedure;  nor  have  I  any  other  wish  on  that  head, 
but  that  good,  attentive  officers  may  be  chosen,  and 
no  extraordinary  promotion  take  place,  but  where 
the  merit  of  the  officer  is  so  generally  acknowledged. 

'  Whm  ihe  Biron  d«  K^lh  r«drb1  in  ippdnlmeni  to  ih«  ifDjr.  C^nwAj 
HAl  A  fvmoutHDcc  (oConf^vs.  wHcbbe^^iuu  followi  -  '*  It  li  vUh  tnfiiritc 
oauiD.  lliiti  ]  rliLJ  rnvbclf  iU)^hLc<l  ^nil  fo((;ot.  vheu  f^^x  li'ie  ulTci«d  ibik  lo 
panona^  »!ici  Cf»X  you  *  gr*»i  ritil  of  monc^,  and  hiivt  nrvcf  Mndrftd  yoix  [he 
ImiI  Mntc«-  B«ron  d«  K»]b.  (o  wbom  jiou  bjii«  oflored  the  nnk  of  msjor- 
fMinl.  it  UT  inUrior  in  F»nE(,"  AD<i  tUcn  be  procml*  lo  iitl«r  bU  »e*- 
plMnis  uid  obj«ciioni.  »nil  ir>  <l«m»ni1  Utt  hlinvelf  ib«  rank  of  major-fenrniL 
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as  to  obviate  every  reasonable  cause  for  dissatisfactiOD 
thereat.'     1  am.  Sir,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR    UVIKGSTOA 

Valley  Fo&gk.  31  Dec«a»bct.  i-^,,. 
Sllt> 

It  being  of  great  importance  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  Hupplicfi  of  forage  and  provisions,  1  miiftt  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  the  interposition  of  your 
interest  and  authority  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the 
most  speedy  and  suitable  measures  may  be  adopted 
and  pursued,  either  by  your  direction,  or  that  of  the  ^ 
legislature  or  council,  for  the  removal  of  all  that  ties  ^| 
within  the  vicinity  of  the  Jersey  shore,  opposite  to  ^ 


'Coowny't  rfjily  Id  iW*  l«l  ctflHse  ci  the  let  [nr  \i  *iifTldPnOy  iiiJicalu*  of  lut 
dnpHdty  And  vanlly.  "  Whar  you  art  pleaded  tu  cnll  an  cutnnrdinBry  piomfr- 
lluii,"  he  Miyx»  *'i9a  vatj  plain  one.  Tbere  it  nolbiri,[;  tmlni^nSiatry  Id  JI»  only 
fhdt  »icb  fl  |]Uc<^  WHS  not  though!  of  wtrncr.  Tb?  grnpral  AJtd  uriTvier^Al  mpril. 
whifh  you  with  every  promoted  officrt  migKl  be  endowfld  wllh,  i*  «  rMe  plu 
W«  vcd  Liul  few  Lrf  niecii  tu  gcncriJJy  ncknuwIeil^ciL  Wc  kuuw  but  ibc  CR«t 
Fr^denr  irt  ]Ciirap«,  and  the  gnal  Wuhmgton  rm  (hi*  cAritin*nL  I  cprtftiBly 
ncTfli  wu  M  rath  u  lo  pretend  to  such  a  pradjgioui  height  N«ilh«r  do  f  pre- 
tend ta  tny  MipcrLoriiy  in  pcnoniJ  vu^iLi<^  »''"  iQT  bruthrf  biiskdlcn,  Toi 
whom  I  hnvc  mufli  regnrtl.  Hut  yoi]»  Sir,  and  (ht  great  KrFderlc,  kno«  per- 
fectly well,  thhl  Ihib  Inita  i%  not  learnt  in  n(ew&iL)n[-h^.  I  hftve  MnrcdtUulily 
Ihiriy  yeBJ* ;  Ihnt  i*,  bcfoic  sutiie  yj  my  tumnJe  Ijtit^dier*  *ere  Iwra.  llicr»> 
fiirf  I  da  hot  rhink  That  i[  vuiM  he  found  mnrvrUniit  jiTirE  inrretlihlpi,  if  I  cov* 
mand  hi^ri.  &  niimbsrof  mvii^^luch  ffillEniuch  short  of  nbat  1  have  <«nuDaad«d 
tlicic  lEiun/  >eani  in  an  old  .irmir. 

"  Himc^ver,  Sir,  liy  t^c  efjmplrrvion  of  ynur  lellern  an^i  by  the  tuo  rrreptiunt 
yen  )iivc  honotcJ  mc  with  since  my  amval,  I  perceive  that  J  have  not  th*  hap- 
plncH  of  liciJig  D£ic?4ble  (q  your  Eit^eUency,  unil  tliBt  1  chu  <A|Hrct  no  bUpport 
)n  tvtiilling  tTie  lobotiout  daly  of  mi  ih«pre(i^f-g»[ipra1  1  Att  pdi  mran  vo  ^vp 
you  or  unj  ofiLCeria  ibeanny  tht  ttaat  uAcofiinn*.  Therefore  [  am  t«iy  retcty 
lu  retttriL  tu  Fruicc,  and  to  iHl:  lumy  ^htrc  I  hupe  f  »tjaU  nicei  with  no  frova*. 
I  beg  leav*  to  winh  ywur  FfcL-rili-iity  a  liajipy  new  year  tml  i  £lcrloil«  Cunpilpi/' 

—J/J.  J^'jV'r.  [;«ci7inbQr  jivt, 


< 
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Philadelphia,  or  thai  may  be  within  the  reach  of  the 
enemy's  foraging  parti<-:«,  excepting  such  as  inay  be 
really  essential  for  the  inhabitants  use.  They  should 
be  removed  so  far  back  from  the  water,  that  they  will 
not  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
The  Expediency  and  necessity  of  the  procedure,  I 
am  satisfied,  will  appear  at  once  to  you,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  as  far  ^s  it  may  be  in  your  power,  it  will  be 
carried  into  execution.  It  h  not  unlikely  but  that 
some  of  the  owners,  especially  if  there  arc  any 
tainted  with  loryism,  will  be  somewhat  averse  to  the 
measure,  as  it  has  happened  in  similar  cases.  How- 
ever, I  trust  means  will  be  found  to  do  away  their 
prejudices,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  propriety  o( 
ic.  Indeed  if  they  will  reason  from  their  own  expe- 
rience and  that  of  their  neighbors  on  this  side  Dela- 
ware, they  cannot  but  assent  to  it.  B^iL  be  this  as  It 
may,  it  is  a  matter  so  important,  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  dispensed  with.  The  present  opportunity,  whik 
the  weather  ik  severe  and  a  considerable  quarltty 
of  ice  in  the  River,  is  favorable  for  the  removal,  as 
the  enemy  will  not  be  able  to  give  any  interruption. 

I  am  not  without  power  and  directions  from  Con- 
gress to  act  myself  in  such  instances.  But  I  would 
wish  the  business  to  be  done  by  civil  authority,  as 
iheir  acts  will  create  less  jealousy  and  disgust,  and  be 
viewed  in  a  much  more  unexceptionable  light. 

In  a  few  days  all  our  light-horse,  except  a  few  that 
will  remain  to  do  duty,  will  be  sent  to  Trenton,  to 
winter  and  recruit,  it  bdng  a  place  under  all  circum- 
stances  the   best   adapted    to    that   end.       Besides 
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rccruitinjf,  they  will  serve  to  protect  the  couatrj" 
from  incursions  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  and 
wi!l  givf^  security  to  our  stores  and  magazines.  In  ^1 
addition  to  these,  when  we  have  secured  and  forti6cd  ^ 
Our  camp,  if  circumstances  will  possibly  admit,  1  will 
send  a  few  more  troops.  1  cannot  promise  that  ihey 
mil  be  many,  the  army  being  now  much  reduced,  by 
the  expiration  of  the  service  of  several  regiments, 
and  from  other  causes  equally  distressing,     *     * 

I  sincerely  feel  for  the  unhappy  condition  of  our  ^ 
poor  (cllows  in  the  hospitals,  and  wish  my  powers  to^| 
relieve  them  were  equal  to  my  inclination.  It  is  but  ^ 
too  melancholy  a  truth,  thnt  our  hospital  stores  are 
exceedingly  scanty  and  deficient  in  every  instance, 
and  I  fear  there  is  no  prospect  of  their  shortly  being 
better.  Our  difficulties  and  distresses  are  certainly 
great,  and  such  as  wound  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
Our  sick  naked,  and  well  naked,  our  unfortunate  meo 
in  captivity  naked  [  You  were  certainly  right  in 
representing  the  state  of  the  sick,  that  they  may  be 
made  more  happy  if  possible.  I  have  ordered  a  field* 
officer  to  be  always  in  future  at  the  hospitals,  and 
hope  that  he  will  contribute  all  in  his  power  to 
accommodate  them,  and  prevent  some  of  the  incon* 
veniences,  which  you  mention,  and  which  arc  of  great 
moment.  As  to  the  directors,  if  they  do  not  afford 
every  aid  in  their  power,  their  conduct  is  highly 
culpable,  and  deserves  the  severest  reprehension,  t 
assure  you.  Sir.  1  shall  ever  consider  m>'sclf  much 
obliged  by  your  information  of  any  grievances  or 
abuses  respecting  the  army,  and  shall  never  suppose 
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that  you  step  out  of  your  proper  line  in  giving  ii.  We 
arc  all  equall/  engaged  in  the  present  important 
stnjgglc.  and  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  arc  equally 
concerned  in  promoting  them.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c. 
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TO  THE   PftESrDEKT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Sir: 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  several  favors 
of  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  ult,  with  the  inclosurca 
to  which  they  alUide. 

In  my  letters  of  the  22d  and  2jd  of  last  month,  I 
mentioned  the  ditficulties  which  the  service  labored 
under  for  want  of  a  Quarter  Mastt^r  General :  and  as 
1  am  induced  10  believe  that  a  new  nomination  has 
not  been  made  since  Gen.  MifiUn's  resignation,  be- 
cause Congress  could  not  fix  upon  any  person  in 
their  opinions  fully  qualified  to  fill  that  important 
ofhcct  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  hnd  out  a 
gentleman,  who  I  could  venture  to  recommend,  either 
from  my  own  particular  knowledge,  or  from  that  of 
others.  That  my  inquiries  might  be  more  extensive, 
I  occasionally  mentioned  the  matter  to  the  General 
and  Field  officers,  and  deiiired  them,  if  any  person 
came  within  their  idea  as  proper,  that  they  might 
mention  them  to  me.  thai  I  might,  u[>on  thi-ir  com- 
parative meriu.  fix  upon  the  most  deserving. 

Several  of  the  officers  from  the  Northward  spoke 
of  the  activity  and  uncommon  exertions  of  Col.  I  lay. 
Deputy  Quaner  Master  General  in  tliat  Department, 
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Hearirig  liim  so  well  i^poken  of  1  tfnquircd  very  par- 
ticularly of  most  of  those  who  had  served  there  in  the 
last  campaign,  and  of  Generals  Sullivan  and  Wayne, 
who  had  served  in  thai  countrj'  the  two  preceding 
ones,  in  times  of  uncommon  difficulty.  They  con- 
firmed the  favorable  report  of  the  others,  and  went 
so  far  as  to  say»  that  without  disparagement  to  any 
gentlemen,  they  thougfht  him  the  best  qualtticd  of 
any  man  upon  the  continent  for  the  office  in  question. 

Upon  this  universal  concurrence  of  all  parties*  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  recommend  Col.  Hay  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  if,  upon  further  in- 
quiry, they  shonid  fitid  him  answt^rtht?  high  character 
which  he  bears,  I  hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  appoint- 
ing him,  provided  some  other  has  not  already  been  the 
object  of  tlieir  choice,  I  will  first  add,  that  Col.  Hay's 
pretensions,  in  right  of  seniority,  entitle  him  to  notice. 

You  must  be  fully  sensible  that  very  little  time  is  left 
between  this  and  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign, 
for  Che  provision  of  field  equipage,  carriages,  horses 
and  many  other  articles  essentially  necessary,  cowards 
which  I  cannot  find  that  any  steps  have  been  taken. 

In  my  last  I  also  took  occasion  to  mention,  that  by 
Col  Pickering's  appointment  to  the  Board  of  War,  1 
expected  he  would  soon  be  called  upon  to  lake  his 
seat.  In  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  24th  uIl  I  am 
desired  to  permit  him  to  retire  and  to  riominate  an 
Adjutant  General  pro  tempore.  BwC  as  there  is  no 
person  upon  the  spot  that  I  can  with  propriet)-  ask  to 
accept  of  the  place  pro  tcm..  1  am  obliged  to  detain 
him,  and  am  under  the  necessity  for  that  reason  of 
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urging  a  new  appointment  as  speedily  as  possible.  I 
have  taken  the  same  methods  of  endeavoring  to  find 
out  3  person  qualified  for  an  Adjutant  General,  that  I 
did  for  that  of  Quarter  Master  General :  but  I  cannot 
say  that  1  have  reccivetl  any  account  sufficiently 
satisfactor}-  to  determine  me  in  favor  of  any  particular 
person*  1  will  just  recite  the  names  that  have  been 
mentioned  to  me,  which  are  Cols,  Lee  and  Scammel» 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire;  Cols.  James 
and  Davjcs,  of  Virginia,  and  Maj,  Scott  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  four  first  are  known  to  many  gentlemen 
of  Congress,  and  Major  Scott  is  warmly  recommended 
by  General  St  Clair 

The  enemy  returned  into  Philadelphia  on  Sunday 
last,  having  made  a  considerable  hay  forage,  which 
appeared  to  be  their  only  intention.  As  they  kept 
themselves  in  close  order,  and  in  just  such  a  position 
that  no  attack  could  be  made  upon  them  to  advan- 
t^c.  I  could  do  no  more  than  extend  light  parties 
along  their  front,  and  keep  them  from  plundering  the 
inhabitants  and  carrying  off  cattle  and  horses  ;  which 
had  the  desired  effect. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  a  vessel  has 
fallen  into  Gen.  Smallwood's  hsnds  near  Wilmington. 
I  hope  she  will  prove  a  valuable  price.  You  liavc 
the  particulars  in  the  inclosed  extract  of  his  letter-' 

'  '*  I  am  DbZi||vd  la  ynii  far  yDnrprtimitfffiE  tlw  prit*  win*,  I  ilo  not  imaglBt 
f«a  vill  And  «<iro  Liqaor  an  ho^tA  thniL  uiU  b«  BofliiGiefit  fof  yoar  lill]v  sftfll* 
NB.  Uu  ii  Ibe  qiunriij  ihouM  bv  iny  tbtne  const dernblc,  yM  iPiul  luH  b« 
fnifttfal  ol  Ulc  pw>r  t^llcmi  wFiatrt  cipo««4  ro  tbe  wentj  of  Ibe  wHlher  tn 
■^17  iiAffmat  botuci,  Indvcil  numj  of  ificm  nrc  nut  yvt  under  ccrvcr," — 
W99ki^temtfGnfTaiSinAiSvMd^^li^a]x%ij,  177A'     The  name  of  Ubo  ve»Bl 
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Before  this  reaches  you,  you  wiil  have  received  a 
letter  from  Gen.  Wecdon,  in  ivhich  he  ha5  stated  his 
objections  to  Gen.  Woodford's  taking  rank  of  him- 
Gen.  Muhlenberg  is  gone  to  Virginia,  and  1  there* 
fore  cannot  say  what  would  have  been  his  objections; 
but  I  imagine  they  are  founded  upon  the  ^amc  rea- 
sons as  those  of  Gen,  Weedon,  And  you  may  per* 
ccivc  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  General  Wayne's  letter 
to  me,  that  he  does  not  think  that  the  rank  of  colonel, 
which  Gen.  Woodford  held  at  the  time  of  his  resig- 
nation^  could  operate  in  his  favor  upon  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  I  could 
therefore  wish  that  Congress,  as  they  now  have  the 
matter  fully  before  them,  would  proceed  to  the  final 
settlement  of  the  relative  rank  of  the  Brigadiers. 

1  have  received  information  that  the  militia  of  Jersey 
have  t^ken  possession  of  another  of  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels that  ran  on  ground  upon  their  shore.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  the  fact  is  so,  but  I  have  it  not  from 
full  aulhority. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

Vallkv  Foko£,  a  |«au4fT.  t7l6- 
SlR, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed 
copies  of  a  letter  from  mc  to  General  Conway,  since 
his  return  from  New  York  lo  camp,  and  of  two  letters 
from  him  to  me,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  be- 
fore Congress,  1  shall  not  in  this  letter  animadvert 
upon  them  ;  but  after  making  a  single  observatiun. 
submit  the  whole  to  Congress. 
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If  General  Conway  means,  by  cool  receptions,  men- 
tioned in  the  last  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  jist 
ultimo,  that  I  did  not  receive  him  in  the  language  of 
a  warm  and  cordial  frienti,  I  readily  confess  the 
charge  1  did  not.  nor  shall  I  ever,  till  I  am  capable 
of  the  arts  of  dissimulation.  These  I  despise,  and  my 
feelings  will  no:  permit  me  to  make  professions  of 
friendship  to  the  man  I  deem  my  enemy,  and  whose 
syTttem  of  conduct  forbids  it.  At  tlicsame  time,  truth 
authoriies  me  to  say,  that  he  was  received  and  treated 
with  proper  respect  to  his  official  character,  and  that 
he  has  had  tio  cause  to  justify  the  assertion,  that  he 
could  not  expect  any  support  for  fulfilling  the  duties 
of  his  appointment.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

P.  S-  The  encIo!ied  extract  from  the  proceedings 
of  a  council  of  general  officers  will  show,  the  office  of 
inspector-general  was  a  matter  not  of  such  modern 
date,  as  General  Conway  mentions  it  to  be.  and  that 
it  was  one  of  tlie  regulations  in  view  for  the  reform 
of  the  army.'  The  foreign  officers,  who  had  commis- 
sions and  no  commands,  and  who  were  of  ability, 
were  intended  to  be  recommended  to  execute  it ; 
particularly  the  Baron  d'Arendt,  with  whom  the  idea 
originated,  and  who've  c^pactty  seemed  to  lie  well 
admitted/ 

'  V.  144  a'  <>»^  *cJQin*. 

*  Read  in  CoQcreu,  Jiuinu-ir  71b.     Rclerred  to  Ihf  fioaid  of  Wv* 

U  lb*  <fnf(  of  \  totter  10  iha  Botnl  of  Wir,  ilainl  3  Jjnovr,  I7TS.  b  found 
IW  folWiriAg  jjan^nph,  onitt*d  ia  dio  letter  ivnt ; 

"Ttamrvict  ahhI  tmtraiol  myc^imlcv  I  hA*e  much  aIIicajIh  &nd  nomuih&> 
ttbnmf  ttlcb  nunc  anvouVcd  uiidciity  10  promocc  thete  ihoo  i  furi^  in  ihe  prrv 
«oi«oo(fte-  TUfl  1  bh«U  coniinue  (o  do  m  lir  u  tl  raif  b«  In  my  po««r;  but 
1  femj  the  BaBnTt  cipcctAliOiu  will  iiQirci  be  laiwcicd  m  the  inatAiicc  id  vbich 
tlH7  kiTc  V  pirlicaUil}  rrrommvndn]  my  co^^ponlioa  «Aci  cnaoionuic*— I 
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TO    MAJOR    GENERAL   GATKS. 

Vallkv  PovGv,  4  January,  177!. 
StVU 

Your  LcUer  of  the  8th  Ulto.  came  to  my  hands  a 
few  days  ago  ;  and  to  my  great  surpriee  informed  me, 
that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Congress — for  what 
reason,  I  find  myself  unable  to  accL  ;  but,  as  (aome 
end  doubtless  was  intended  to  be  answered  by  it,  I  am 
laid  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  returning  my 
answer  through  the  same  channel,  lest  any  member  of 
that  honble,  body,  should  harbor  an  unfavorable  sus- 
picion of  my  having  practiced  sonie  indirect  means  to 
come  at  the  contents  of  the  confidential  Letters  be- 
tween you  and  General  Conway.' 

I  am  to  inform  you  then,  that  Colo^  Wilkinson,  in 
his  way  to  Congress  in  the  month  of  Octobr.  last  fell 
in  with  Lord  Stirling  at  Reading;  and,  nor  in  confi* 
dence,  that  I  ever  understood,  informed  his  Aid  dc 
Camp  Majr.  McWilliams  that  General  Conway  had 


mcAn  in  Ifaeiueof  Gcn?r«lCvQwiiy-  His  tppr^atintal  to  Ibv  O0ice  ol  Iaip«c- 
tor  G^nFiAl,  [  ItpLjetft,  woiiM  hove  L^mtd  no  un^iBlnHi ;  but  hi<  pmnalion  ta 
the  mak  af  MHJar  (««ncrai  1»«  given  much.  M<r  c^erliont  trj  ?o-openlc  wil^ 
bbu.  Qi  my  Dllict  olTLter  to  CBUbLiali  i|i!ii:ip!iiie  iUbH  dtnyi  be  cnployeil ;  but 
my  feeling  ami  ajlthIoii  of  ^im  will  (irver  |«Tnir  tnr,  virhmil  Ihir  gmtt^«T  di^ 
simulAliao  which  I  Abhor  and  da|^i»,  to  ?oaam<ini:o  iha  cnan  m\  my  Friend, 
ivLum  \  kno»  (d  be  luy  eaeiuy,  itad  wbolutbvcp  iuiut£  eve^ y  biuc  Aod  UsJilioiB 

'  '*  UdwiUini;  Jik  t  «m  tnadd  Anything  to  (he  mullipticiFy  qf  multflr  lIi«J  bbc*^ 
•arUy  rnu*|*i:»  (be  vltciitiuii  i^F  C<'Iil'^>-  ^  ■■"  t-N^mpclIni  t?y  unatvi^labk  oaoM* 
siry  to  piK  my  amwrr  to  (ivnl  G4l«i  thmuijh  tlmir  bnm^n.— - 

"  Whftl  could  Induce  (>cai  Gqlet,  lo  oomiDanKuEt  n^opy  «i  bif  Ltti«t  ID  mt, 
tu  llml  Ifuubic,  BuJvt  i>  Itcyunil  (Ue^  Ucptb  uf  my  ci>m[jic1iFAaiuEi  upon  «ay  f^ir 
gTDiinil ;  btii  ihf  (net  behiQ  tA.  muAt  tiaiul  oi  iin  ppoLo^vy  for  a  Elberty,  whicti  tu> 
otbvr  contidenlioD  vronld  bAv«  indncsd  inc  lo  tj&ko,  lo  give  yoa  ifait  ttoubU.    I 
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written  thus  to  you  :  **  Heaven  had  been  determined 
to  save  your  Country;  or  a  weak  General  and  bad 
Counsellors  (*)  would  have  ruined  it"  1-ord  Stir- 
ting  from  motives  of  friendship,  tr.tni;niitted  the  ^icct. 
with  this  remark:  '^  The  inclot>ed  was  communicated 
by  CoionL  Wilkinson  to  M^jr  McWilliams.  Such 
wicked  duplicity  of  conduct  1  shall  always  think  it 
my  duty  to  detect," 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  and  without 
having  any  thing  more  in  view  than  merely  to  shew 
that  Gentl  that  1  was  not  unappriicd  of  his  intriguing 
disposition.  1  wrote  him  a  Letter  in  these  words : 

Sir — A  Letter  vhicii  I  received  lost  night  conuine4  the  fol- 
loviag  parigrBjih.-- Jn  a  LetUr  from  Gcnl,  Conwjy  to  Genl. 
G»i*<  be  My*—- hMwn  h»s  b«Ti  drt^rmired  io  savr  youreoun- 
liy  ;  or  a  «e«k  Generitl  «nd  bad  counacllor^  wuiiTd  b«Tc  riiiaed 
it    1  im.  Sir,  &c. 


Neither  this  Letter,  nor  the  information  which  oc- 
casioned it  was  ever,  directly,  or  indirectly  communi- 
cated by  me  to  a  single  officer  in  this  army  (out  of  ray 
own  family.)  excepting  the  Marcjuin  dcr  la  Fayette, 
who,  having  been  spoken  to  on  the  Subject  by  Genl. 
Conway,  applied  for,  and  saw.  under  injunctions  of 
secrcsyt  the  Letter  which  contained  Wilkinson's  infor- 
mation— so  desirous  was  1  of  concealing  evffr>'  matter 
chat  could,  in  its  consequences,  give  the  smallest  inter- 
ruption to  the  tranquility  of  this  army,  or  afford  a 
gleam  of  hope  to  the  encihy  by  disscntinns  iherein- 

Thus  Sir  with  an  openness  and  candor  which  I 
hope  will  ever  characterize  and  mark   my  conduct. 
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have  I  complied  with  your  request.  The  only  con- 
cern 1  feci  upon  the  occasion — finding  how  matters 
stand — is,  that  in  doing  this  1  have  necessarily  been 
obliged  to  nam^  a  Genln.  whom  I  am  persuaded  (al- 
though I  never  exchanged  a  word  with  him  upon  the 
subject)  thought  he  was  rather  doing  an  act  of  justice 
than  committing  an  act  of  infidelity  : — and  sure  1  am, 
that,  till  Lord  Stirlin^j's  Letter  came  to  my  handti  I 
never  knew  thai  General  Conway  (who  I  viewed  in 
the  light  of  a  stranger  to  you)  was  a  correspofidant  of 
your**  ;  much  less  did  I  suspect  that  1  was  the  subject 
of  your  confidential  Letters — 

Pardon  inc  then  for  adding,  that  so  far  from  con- 
ceiving that  the  safety  of  the  States  can  be  affected, 
or  in  the  smallest  degree  injured,  by  a  discovery  o( 
this  kind  ;  or,  that  I  should  be  called  upon  in  Auch 
solemn  terms  to  point  out  the  author,  tliat  1  confud* 
ered  the  information  as  coming  from  yourself,  and 
given  with  a  friendly  view  to  forewarn^  and  conse- 
quently forearm  me.  against  a  secret  enemy,  or  in 
other  words,  a  dangerous  incendiary  ;  in  which  char- 
acter, sooner  or  later,  this  country  will  know  Genl_ 
Conway — But>  in  this,  as  in  other  matter!!  of  late.  I 
have  found  my-selt  mistaken. — I  am  && 


TO  THE    PRKbJDBNT    OF    CONGRESS, 
SlR, 

I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of 
the  1st  instant,  with  it^  several  enclosures-     The  let* 
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itt  you  allude  to,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Congress 
and  Board  of  War,  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  mom- 
ing  ;  but  it  doc*  not  mwilion  the  regulations  adopted 
for  removing  the  diriticukies  and  failures  in  the  com- 
missary line.  1  tmst  they  will  be  vigorous,  or  the 
army  cannot  exist-  It  will  never  answer  to  procure 
supplies  of  clothing  or  provision  by  coercive  meas- 
ures. The  f^mall  seizures  made  of  the  former  a  few 
days  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  most  pressing  and 
abfiolute  necessity,  when  that,  or  to  dissolve,  was  the 
alternative,  excited  the  greatest  alarm  and  uneasiness 
even  among  ojr  best  and  warmest  friends.  Such 
procedures  may  give  a  momentary  rc!icf ;  but.  if  re- 
peated, will  prove  of  the  most  pernicious  consequence 
Besides  spreading  disafTection.  jealousy,  and  fear  in 
the  people,  thc>"  never  fail,  even  In  the  most  veteran 
troops  under  the  most  rigiti  and  exact  discipline,  to 
raise  in  the  soldiery  a  disposition  to  licentiousness,  to 
plunder  and  robberj',  difficult  to  suppress  afienvards. 
and  which  has  proved  not  only  ruinous  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, but.  in  TTt^iny  instances,  to  armies  themselves. 
1  regret  the  occasion  that  compelled  us  to  the  meas- 
ure Uie  other  day  ;  and  shall  consider  it  among  the 
greatest  of  our  misfortune**,  if  we  should  be  under  the 
nece&sity  of  practising  it  again. 

[  had  received  from  the  Board  of  War  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  published  such 
parts  in  orders  as  were  directed.  I  shall  endeavor, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  carr^'  the  intention  of  Congress 
into  execution,  respecting  the  extra  pay,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  from  receiving  it,  who  do  not  come  under 
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their  description/  The  three  packets  with  coinint^ 
sions  came  safe  lo  hand.  1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  &c 
P.  S.  \  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  keeping 
several  parties  froni  the  army  threshing  grain  that 
our  supplies  may  not  fait — Bui  this  will  not  do.  As 
to  meat,  our  stock  is  trifling*  not  being  sufficient  for 
more  than  two  days*  if  so  long,  with  the  most  sparing 
economy.' 

TO   THE    FRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Valliy  FoROft,  9  luurnrr,  IfTft. 

Sir, 

I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
favor  of  the  5th  Inst,  with  its  enclosures. 

The  power  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  vest 
me  with,  for  appointing  aids-de-camp,  I  shall  use  with 
economy,  and  I  will  not  appoint  more  at  any  time 
than  shall  be  necessary  and  essential  to  advance  the 
public  interest  Any  future  appointments,  that  may 
be  material,  will  be  made  out  of  the  line  of  the  ^rmy, 
if  circumstances  will  allow  it.  In  genera!  thifi  Ka^; 
been  the  case.*     The  proceedings  of  Congress  for  the 

'  Ab  vwn  9A  il  wiLfi  deieininad,  IhiL  ihc  Armr  vrould  go  Into  vistoi<i|UVtcn 
ai  Villey  Forge,  C<mgrKi  rtiiefted  General  Washington  to  inform  Ih*  cttem 
uid  soldiers.  Thnl,  in  conacquuncc  qf  "^  tlieir  wHicrly  pqtJCDoe.  fideltl]r,  »d 
Acml  in  Lbc  cbu»  uf  ihcir  country."  ouc  iiioiLdi'a  iia>r  oilnoalinary  wnbld  b< 

*  Rfitd  in  Congrr^^^  Jnauqry  13th.      Keferrrd  Id  the  Board  i>f  War. 

'  Hiihertolb?  Ci^jumindcr-in-chi^f  liadbcpiiallc/u'cd  {hTrcuds-dc-cimp.  He 
wilB  now  iiiltii>rJ7vl  ro  appoini  u  many  n  he  ihhould  thfnEt  fviTipfr.  In  eu« 
where  much  service;  vks  required,  il  hod  been  hJB  custom  lo  uppoitil  tutift  udt, 
bul  jLO  Riuic  than  cliicecouli)  be  enLiLlcd  to  pqy  anil  rank. 

In  mntpliance  wiFTi  the  «lrDngreprrspnEatJaii&DllhfCammand»-in-chiM,  ih* 
Congmt  were  4t  tH»  (imedalibtratingoii  (be  msAai  of  votrBCtioi*  abnou  In  OkV 
army,  pvcfcukrly  lu  Lhrdepaitmcntsfar  mpplylngprovldoDJUiiJdoihiac,  Ffom 
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detention  o(  General  Burgoync  and  army,  or  rather 
suspending  their  embarkation,  till  the  convention 
of  Saratoga  is  explicitly  ratified  and  notified  by  the 
court  of  Britain,  shall  remain  secret  here  till  they  arc 
duly  announced  by  Congress.  Tins  procrdure,  when 
known  to  the  General,  wiil  eha^n  htm  much  ;  for  [ 
Icam  by  a  letter  from  General  Heath,  that  the  refusal 
to  let  his  troops  rmbark  at  Rliodc  Inlandr  or  in  the 
Sound,  had  f;iven  him  some  uneasiness.  1  have 
nothing  of  importance  to  communicate;  and  have 
only  to  add,  that  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great 
respect,  &c' 

ibaiiiiparfiKt  orgttniiilionaf  th#«*ri*pArtmeDtt.  orfrcmbvliniinigsnml  in  id* 
■hblMH  ibcm,  cml  niflciioic*  lud  bc«n  «ipcncncfd  by  the  toldicn  during 
lliepfiecnllngcaiDpAlgn-  OathcKXhafJjViiUryH  ^  wai  deddeJ  by  Con^rcsn  thAi 
fl<«^uDilr<*  tttofiM  be  icfki  lo  (Fi«  c^mp,  Fmf>a«cFtd  to  caniult  wKh  GentriLl 
WaAfBUlnH.  «nd,  in  can)(incti'3n  -m\h  hin,  (a  malaK  4  new  tyblciu  a\  Wranfc- 
Bcaik  fo(  ihr  xlminiM ration  at  Lhp  &rmy,  Thr  rommitifr  wen  ihtatcil  uriih 
iBpl«  po«r«n  fnr  *n<riinjc  til  the  ^l^nrablv  objtcu  t>i  rrrntm  ;  cr  nihtt  ia 
^li^ptAa^  ^MtA  rvportlni*  ■  pUa  of  titc  Mmc  lo  ConKresv  Thfl  pcnMi*  ^hoHii 
ven  Djsii.  Rml,  uid  Koltom  En  Confrieu ;  ilti<]  titl^.  Mlfflfn,  mnd  rickcTtag 
(rOBi  The  Uc^Anl  fd  Wti.  Whrn  il  wu  IwtoO,  lU^E  ltm<  lit(?r  ^^enllemcD  «e'& 
Wly  occupied  li;r  >l)c^r  ddldil  <titUi:«^  ilie^r  were  <inJ>»cd,  4nd  (wo  tncmben  of 
Ca4p<b»  Cbatlvi  Curnll  md  Qiaiirefnrur  Wnrnt,  in  ftddiiion  \n  itic  abotc 
tfwMi  <v«r«  di^uA  in  th«it  pL«c«,  Tbv  oammilt<«  Ihcrvfort  f<in»»t«d  ^^f  ftv« 
libera  of  Con^ncftK  vrho  rcp4Jrt4  Lfaiu<diMcly  lo  Valley  Forf  c 

*  BvtsoyDC  hAd  complaiaal  Co  G4i««  of  ibc  trettmciif  «ci^ordcd  the  cobtoi- 
ttM  troop*  lO  Bottp»ii,  kad  fhtiuod  tliM  *'  (he  ptibli^k  ixxth  ti  brokft,"  Thla 
ktler  wuaJIcd  for  by  Ci^Lij^ru*  and  lIui  bodyovcticil  ihti  Huri^ync'^  ch&rEc 
VM  "aot  «wrutod  by  tbe  jmi  crjtitttucii'jii  ol  any  artidc  vf  the  ccn%«niiuiL/' 
i»J  iBlw^KUd  It  a«  ft  **  arxMig  indi^alK^n  M  hit  mimiAa.  tn'l  >ttoi<l*  jutt 
irvaaAl  of  feu  tlul  be  vfJI  ftvml  Kiratdf  of  m<h  prct<ntl^t  ]>rT*(.]i  of  the  Con* 
TCniidB  in  order  to  diMn£ngc  hlmkdr  «Jiil  Uie  •iiiir  undcf  bfui  ijf  iKc  i^till^faiUoos 
lli«f  anBSder  to  iHw  LiniEHl  SUIrv  :  md  (li«i  Ihe  ifotrily  vhlcbibruStaiu 
Ihvc  bad  m  bu  pcfvaDii  bonor  \m  bucby  dcatiD}«d,"  A  rctolnlit^n  frtx  pc^ 
fued,  bsKd  upt^n  diii  bclitf.  nniJcndinE  the  ctnbarluliDn  ^r  VurEoirnc  a"d  bit 
lM«ffl  Hniil  «  '*dHnnct  and  fiplial  mihcvncm  of  tb«  «.'onTPxi1ion  cf  Sarslngi 
■hati  be  propcfly  iiobficJ  by  tbc  Couit  of  Gmki  BnUin/'  Allhon^h  broogbt 
bto  Cons'*"  ^**  Juiujio  3d.  ibb  rtviluiba  vat  noi  (ormnEIy  «d4pt«d  nil  the 
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P.  S,  The  great  diversity  of  opinions  prevailing  2S 
to  the  Operations  which  the  Resolves  of  the  joch 
Ultimo  &  t.  [n*it  should  have,  which  give  a  month's 
extra  pay,  makes  it  nccussar)'  (or  me  to  request 
Congress  to  describe  with  certainty  and  precision  the 
persons  whom  they  intended  should  be  the  particular 
Objects  of  their  benevolence.  Without  this  I  am 
certain  I  shall  not  be  able  lo  execute  the  Resolves 
accordin^^  lo  their  intention  and  in  a  manner  that  will 
be  agreable  to  the  Army, 

If  such  officers  and  men.  as  were  in  Camp  when 
the  Resolves  were  passed»  and  who  continue  the 
whole  winter  are  the  only  objects  to  be  benefitted,  it 
is  urged  that  many  who  have  discharged  their  iluly 
with  fidelity — who  have  experienced  a  severe  cam* 
paign  to  that  time  or  till  a  few  days  before. — who 
maybe  now  out  of  Camp,  and  yet  be  here  in  the 
course  of  the  Winter  will  be  exchultfd. 

For  Example,  all  officers  and  men  on  furlough,  tho* 
they  should  have  been  long  from  their  Home,  before* 
perhaps  much  longer  in  many  instances  than  many 
who  remain,  whose  private  and  family  necessities 
oblige  them  to  be  absent— Those  who  have  fallen 
sick  from  their  services  &  who  arc  In  Hospitals  or  the 
Country — Detachments  on  command  these  would  be 
excluded.  Such  discriminations*  I  believe  will  give 
great  disgust,  and  uneasiness.     It  is  difficult  in  cases 

Bih  (icc  ytmtnati  o/  Ccnj^trtA  and  wbk  not  commuaicaiod  to  VuiffuyiLC  undl 
Ktbmaf^  4(h-  '^  Cicnenl  Burgoyne  jurl  hli  offi«n  »pp«T  nvch  <it«app<^Di«dt 
KnrL  mhibU  tn  sppcAr^nce  nthcr  of  ctMicfm  apA  unruincH  thkn  JiLiTklneu  or 
leiciKinTrit.  iinil  vmlwitut  lo  [>.tlli4lcr  ihdr  tunncr  cxpnEafona  ttnd  conduct  **— 
////rrt  ffi  TAr  P'rfti.imf  nf  Omj^fftt^  7  Ffhmwy,  177*.  To  Congrfw  h«  off«r«d 
nc*f  plcJjfci  of  eood  fftith,  but  <«u]d  not  cSoct  a  ehBii|>e  In  ju  puftion. 
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of  th!s  nature  to  draw  a  proper  line  of  distinction  and 
impossible  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  satisfac- 
tion, I  do  not  mean  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject,  my 
only  wish  is  to  have  it  precisely  ascertained,  who  arc 
to  be  included  &  paid,  ami  who  are  not  under  thi? 
Resolves,  that  I  may  not  on  the  one  hand  aet  contrary 
to  public  intention — and  on  the  other  give  cause  of 
complaint  and  {>erhapsdo  wrong  to  Individuals. 

Knowinfif  the  difficulty  of  drawing  a  properlineand 
the  dis^st  and  murmurings  that  ever  attend  discnmU 
nations,  were  I  to  advise  upon  the  subject,  only  such 
officers  and  ni<?n  should  he  excluded,  sine*?  Extra  pay 
has  been  determined  on,  as  are  absent  from  Camp 
without  regular  authority  or  such  as  may  abuse  Indul- 
gencies  regularly  nbtiune<l.  It  has  been  observed 
by  some  and  perhaps  with  propriety,  that  there  are 
officers  &  men  now  in  Camp,  who  may  be  shortly  in, 
who  have  no  superior  claim  to  merit, — whose  affairs 
are  not  premising,  or  who  have  already  had  indulgcn- 
cieSy— or  who  from  their  being  nearer  their  friends  & 
connections  have  had  opportunities  of  seeing  them 
frequently— of  ordering  their  concerns  and  visiting 
their  Homes,  Once,  twice,  or  perhaps  oftcner  in  the 
Campaign,  whilst  they  who  are  more  remote  were 
precluded  from  any  of  these  advantages  &  were  con- 
stantly on  duty.  These  considerations  will  have  their 
weight  in  the  scale  of  disgust  with  the  parties  inter- 
ested 

For  my  part,  tho'  the  Resolves  were  (ormilt-d 
in  principles  of  genero&ity^ — were  intended  to  reward 
merit,  and  promote  the  service,  from  the  difficulties 
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attending  (he  execution  I  wish  they  had  never  been 
made,  especially  as  I  believe.  Officers  and  Men  would 
in  a  little  time,  have  become  tolerably  well  reconciled 
to  their  Quarters.      I  have  &c,' 

"  MiUtGU-f  cperslbnt  h«(i>  to  t>v  ftl  an  end  for  ilw  vkinMt'  &tr  WUl^ua 
llo#c  II  iixcil  ia  rhfUdclphiA.  aid  we  have.  Ly  dkni  of  lubor  and  «xp<MiQ{  Ike 
Tnap«  (o  ihf  utmo^  ^fverlry  of  (he  scuon  rjiihcr  thnn  |^lvt  ii[»  the  rounlry  to 
tbfl  nvo^fA  of  (lie  Enemy  cklnblibhvd  3  p^t  aI  thii  pUcc.  '•rherfi  tlit  noi  m 
»c*in;ly  mm  covered  in  !»£  Uuit,  huiiii^  hiEhc-rt?  liwd  in  ie(iu«nd  iHch  ten- 

finnry  t^cllf^m  ftt  (hfymiiH  miil:«  up.  rh«  vadl  nt  dnTMng,  Afl^jed  lothf 
ngoi  of  the  ccftion,  fau  <u:(flsjonod  [b«in  to  su^tr  *d;1i  hardtJiipi  ^k  h^U  nal  tv 
vicditrU  liut  tiy  itjutc  wlio  lii^vr  tieca  ipvititluft-" — W^iKin^tm  A»  M^tt* 
Cfmrril  A*etifri  fffH}f.  x^}%niAtf.  (778, 

"Ai  [he  rcduclio]]  of  ihf  Uilldlionw  U  bacome  ntccssarj',  k  OornmiTlft  of 
Contrast  dJid  iHr^c  tjf  tbr  I!i.ia<il  rjf  Wir  uv  ecniic  to  the  nnnjp  ia\  xhtX 
piifpnt^.  It  U  tAiA  muny  i^norl  nflinm  nrjr  'nt^rj  nf  The  »mite.  qn^]  wHh  l9 
rttign,  uolttciliffyvrv  pal  on  b  permnnvni  (sUbUahmcut^  ThMiheyAtxwcsy 
ttud  wi»h  f«<  cue*  I  Uo  ngt  vtoudfft  ;  but  nbo  llitL  uc  dtlicr  iu  Ibc  civtl  «x 
ronitftry  dtpartmcni  *ie  not  wwry,  and  dn  nni  wish  for  rrif  roEzieni  ^  The 
nDrvice  >n  every  pvt  !■  >.Dvcre.  Cc^itgreui  lit  uii^c  and  dtj.  taking  littlo  traL 
Muil  Hi  i]\  thcrf-JutR  nuii:»  ?  Tljiv  it  no  Umc  tij  UlL  of  riw  utd  rfiircmeat ; 
\fX  111  Anl  rtTdhbfh  out  lihrrtir^'— oiif  dnlm  if  ms«  vlll  Ihffi  be  chlatntd-  t 
<lo  not  mcALloB  this  «t  appUcnblfi  to  your  Lofdthip.  1  never  hc^rdol  rour 
ilchire  lu  luiii  yuui  1>JU-k  u^un  a  kCivitc  ttie  iriLttl  ngbk  tnd  glorioui.  Sum*, 
howvfr.  dn  il.  We  aU  tngAnctl,  T  hajKn  oil  p»rr1ntiL'  prinFiptrs ;  rnaj  ih« 
Bami-,  teparate  from  every  lucrative  atid  ambilioui  ¥»#,  carry  ut  thnngh  tlhb 
podicbt."— ^^nii^dm  Qari^  /«  LarJ  St\rUn£,  15  January)  1770,     Sec  IfmmiUwm 

"  [  am  wTTy  !>  tnd  you  liave  (hcuglUt  vi  leavin|«  the  amiy,  )  \v>^  yo* 
wIU  c^aaidEi' lUc  omtici  vi*lW  and  Ibc  cifiiAcquEiicM  w1iii;h  Hicha  proccduTvnuy 
involve,  Be^tdf^i  (he  JiIhs  oI  your  ntrn  H>Tvic(H.  ihr  rvampip  migbc  have  ■  du> 
agreeable  itiBuencv  on  other  nRicfin.  Tlic  dLacontent  prvvailibj  in  ihc  army 
from  vAtLouH  c«a«c5  hu  became  bui  too  pccvaleul.  and  1  fnr  unlev  nvnic 
tneasum  can  be  adi^^pieil  10  render  th?  liTuBllon  of  the  Af|i«r%  moTv  cbmfoita- 
blt  lt>an  whAl  it  ha«  been  fur  ^ome  Eime  pii£t»  ihaL  U  will  iDcieate  Tl>q 
dcprccialicji  ol  dqe  munev>  ibe  diiTi^uhy  of  procuiini:  iieccturiev  «id  tbe 
eiEorbit.ini  prifp^  ihey  jii«  nhllged  fa  pay  for  >m.  when  the/  rgi*  be  had.  »« 
among  tike  oaug»  oi  diuati^faclii^n,  Whnlcver  your  dcteri»iL)At.iou  may  be,  I 
vn  pcisuadcd  jtni  will  iiui  icmaiu  An  Idle  apcrtaiui,  uf  be  waiilin]^  ia  yijur 
cvfirlioni  \a  proatote  the  cau«e,"—  HTaiAimfttH  tt  G^nrraJ J^ariau,  it>  Jamonry. 
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TO   GOVERNOR  WHAKTON. 

HXAIHJtTARTtll,  VAUJEV  FOEfM, 
18  Januarj,  177ft. 
SiK. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  observing  by  a  publication 
in  Dunlaps  Paper  that  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  they  had  among  other 
wholesome  laws  enacted  one  for  "  fdling  the  quota  of 
troops  to  be  raised  in  thts  State*'*  As  you  may  per- 
haps be  ignorant  of  the  reduced  condition  of  your 
Regiments  I  have  thought  proper  to  inclose  you  a 
Return  by  which  you  will  see  how  very  deficient  they 
are  at  present  as  to  the  number  required  by  the  allot- 
menL  You  will  also  perceive  by  a  note  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  RetuTT),  haw  destitjte  the  men  in  the  field  arc 
in  point  of  cloathing.  I  had  sent  out  officers  from 
every  Regiment  to  procure  cloathing  for  iheir  men, 
and  they  were  collecting  considerable  quantities,  when 
rolo.  Bayard  and  Mr  Young  a  committee  from  As- 
ibly  waited  upon  me,  and  desired  me  to  cail  in  the 
officers,  informing  me  that  they  had  appointed  Com- 
missioners in  every  county  to  purchase  necessarie'*  for 
the  army,  which  would  be  a  mode  more  agreeable  to 
the  inhabitants  than  il  done  in  a  military  way.  What 
these  Commissioners  have  done  I  do  not  know,  but 
no  Cloathing  has  yet  come  to  the  Army  thro  their 
Hands.  General  Wayne  informed  me  that  he  under- 
stood it  was  collected  and  stored  at  Lancaster  and  he 
went  up  about  ten  days  ago  to  enquire  into  the 
matter 

It  being  recommended  to  every  State  to  procure 
what  cloathing  they  can  for  thcrr  own  Troops.  I  trust 
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youF^  will  not  be  backward  From  the  quantity  of 
raw  materials  and  ihe  number  of  workmen  among 
your  people,  who  being  principled  against  Arms,  re- 
m^in  at  liom<^  and  manufacture,  I  should  suppose  you 
have  it  more  in  your  power  to  cover  your  Troops  well 
than  any  other  State-  The  Continent  will  continue 
to  import  from  abroad  and  to  purchase  on  the  gen- 
eral account  what  they  can.  I  am  tlicrcfort^  In  hopes 
that  the  exertions  of  the  States  aided  by  foreign  im- 
portations, will  contribute  to  cloath  our  Troops  more 
comfortably  and  plentifully  than  they  have  heretofore 
been.  Bitt  as  there  are  so  many  impediments  in  the 
way  of  the  latter  kind  of  supply,  1  could  wish  that  no 
great  dependance  may  be  put  upon  it.  but  that  wc 
may  rtly  principally  upon  our  internal  manufacture' 
1  lihall  be  glad  to  be  favd,  with  a  copy  of  the  law 
for  raising  your  quota  of  men,  and  have  the  Honor  to 
be  with  great  Respect,  Sir^  &c.' 

"*  If  Ibe  ci>hU  sliould  nol  be  col  oal  bcftnc  Ihii  rotuhBi  yon.  intlcad  vf  ilw 
raal  mginierLKii  tear.  I  uouM  rpcanicnenrl  %  iptrmrnl  of  the  paflvm  r4  Ifer 
fdlcn  f or  ] «ck*t.  Thie  hIe  di>cf  to  lK*  boHy,  and  by  buttoning  dovbl*  «v*t 
ihe  brcA^l  ailils  mucb  la  the  ivnnnlh  of  ihe  toldlei.  Their  miy  be  a  knudl 
CJipe  Hnd  cud  of  ■  dilfrreflT  color  lo  dlttlriguKh  |he  corps  I  have  ranniliied 
nuE  tti  rbc  officYn  r>r  ib«  Am>,  *nd  Ihvy  aU  «e«m  l«  ihtnk  thai  thb  klad  «J 
coal  will  be  oiuch  ibe  beti»  Hi  IcHhl.  lilt  we  tun  full  upon  iiietiih  uf  ifivcunvg 
hill  supplies  oF  complete  unifomiiL.  Wr  rannfil  4jurft  ruilon  In  pa  frf^n  hnm  : 
ll]ftrBfp«?,  if  you  carmol  g*1  aJl  id*  doib**  madil^ma^ff  np,  [  think  y**u  b*d 
beltai  atQil  pail  \A  (be  (loOi  licrr,  w^tb  aU  KJndi  of  n«cc«i4ry  lr(iDinJiii«,  uiJ 
Ihe  regtintri r«I  latlirirt  will  toon  make  i hem  up,  umler  the  tntpeictlan  at  ilieU 
oHken.  An  Ihe  owfaLI  k  much  prvCetAUc  1^  Lrcediri,  1  wrpuli  lecoinmcDd  >« 
Aiany  of  Iheni  m  |Kjtt%il]L«/'—  H'aiAiit/;te/t  te  C^tirrmrr  TtnmfMili,  14  Jutovy, 

'  Wii«hm|*Lon  h«<1  amj^Ie  rraicn  I0  complain  of  ihe  inactivity  of  Pcsfiifr 
TBuift  *it  iliii  i'liKtujc,  Wlivn  hf  wcnl  Jniu  tviuier  (]uArLcii  t(  tad  bcvu  uriLAiccd 
with  Cleneral  ArmitTong  iJiil  one  thomiifKl  of  ihe  SlJUc  ranitU  ibould  he  mBlfi> 
Uincd  in  the  country  between  the  Sebnylkt]!  utd  Ddeware  lo  chetk  incumoiu 


»778] 


GEORGE  WASIil/^GTON. 


■89 


to  major-gkneral  arnold.' 

Drak  Sir, 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  commission,  by  which 
you  will  find,  that  yoa  are  restored  to  the  rank  you 
claim  in  the  line  of  the  army.  This  I  transmit  by  di- 
rection of  Congress,  and  in  pursuance  of  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  a^ih  of  Novemben'  The  situation  of  my 
papers  and  the  want  of  blank  commissions  prevented 
me  doing  it  before.  May  I  venture  lo  ask  whether 
you  are  upon  your  legs  again,  and^  if  you  are  not, 
may  1  flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  soon  ?  There  is 
none,  who  wifihes  more  sincerely  for  this  event,  than 
I  dOp  or  who  will  receive  the  information  with  more 
pleasure.  1  shall  expect  a  favorable  account  upon 
the  subject :  and  as  soon  as  your  situation  will  pcr- 

ef  tliB  cncm^  «fid  cut  olf  tupptici-.  tiihteiid  oi  Chit  number,  ihcic  wen  on 
I'ttainry  isrb  i^nlj  b«tw«ni  uity  4nd  ona  hi^ndrvd  men  uivfor  (■fincnl  J^cvy,  *o 
tlut  (Ji*tc  ircT  "  no  GoArHa  wiihin  to  miloof  ifir  diy  on  the  Ka-ht  'He  «f  ihc 
SdujyIkUl,  bill  A  feivpauTiliof  \\^\.  harw.  who  britif;  iinnrppoiml  by  f  out  dan 
■km  go  n«u  Th«  cTtemjr'i  hri»  Uwing  fo  IhiE,  Tbp  inTerrourtt  of  aU  ihf  founlry 
bdit^ca  ScLi]>lkiU  auJ  UcUvarc.ti  upcn  ^nd  tiniciicriu^EcU  i^jtJi  riiJUJdphjD 
>•  cwr  il  nail,  and  miihl  mnltniic  vj,  un!c4  A  tulTtciciii  Tinmlicr  of  tniliiu  are 
linrTiattly  ordnvd  oari.'*—H^<ttktif£iou  i^  CvPr^var  WA^riom,  if  Fffhraaij. 

'  Gracnl  Arnold   uid   Genvral   Uicoln  wcir  Dl   ihii  lime  In  Altiftur,  not 
JVC  mllicicnlly  rMOvprvd  frvni  \\^vn  wnuiwi-i  ri>  h«  rroncnf^l  froin  thit 

*  "  Froo  jroD/  |>cculiAT  UlujitloD.  inJ  ticia^  one  cf  Etc  <tniccr:h  uirhln  Lbc 
apanlkii»ACl>ir  Tcvilvn.  I  havt  bfvn  fcnduirM  fo  romniunlciip  Hie  mArrer  to 
ytm.  I  4in  t«t  waablfl,  my  Jeu  ^,  of  your  [lEKpcmitian  to  junilce  Jtiul  jc«n- 
VwflT.  Oif  your  nUin  lo  hk  every  man  io  Uir  poucisioii  of  \\\a  \i^ifn\  cUJm. 
iiei  to  be  Oiravincrdv  tSit  yrm  viH  rhfrrf  nlly  P<r]iii?ici<  in  4  rn^mufF  ralcnhitM 
fttr  ihat  end'  Id  tki4  ia«unce  Cencral  AmolJ  it  rciiOKrl  lo  a  vio1al*d  rlghf, 
■od  <bv  naLiWkiD  i  bo|jc  nill  be  coniiiJcicO  hf  etcry  |-eiiUcmitii  cumcincJi  aa 
I  am  tafv  it  frill  by  ]ffu,utii  acT  af  nbviury  juklifc,"— JCiff>lu^jnwl>  jlf^r^ 
Ctm/rtI  liittU,  90  January,  Iff B. 
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mit,  I  re([uest  ihftt  you  will  rei>air  to  this  amiy^  it 
being  my  earnest  wish  to  have  your  services  the  en- 
suing campaign,  [n  hopes  of  this,  1  have  set  you 
down  in  an  arrangement  now  under  consideration, 
and  for  a  command,  which  I  trust  will  be  agreeable 
to  yourself,  and  of  great  advantage  to  the  public 

I  have  nothing  ol  importance  to  inform  you  of  in 
the  military  line,  that  is  new  or  interesting.  The 
enemy  scill  remain  in  possession  of  Philadelphia,  and 
have  secured  themselves  by  a  strong  chain  of  redoubts* 
with  Intrenchments  o(  communication  from  the  Schuyl* 
kill  to  the  Delaware,  We,  on  our  part,  have  taken 
a  post  on  the  west  side  of  the  former  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  city,  and  with  much  pains  and  industry 
have  got  the  troops  tolerably  well  covered  in  huts« 
We  have  to  regret  that  we  are  not  in  more  com- 
fortable quarters,  but  these  could  not  be  fotmd,  unless 
we  had  retired  to  the  towns  in  the  more  interior  part 
of  the  State ;  the  consequence  of  which  would  have 
been  distress  to  the  virtuous  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
who  had  lied  thcther  lor  protection,  and  the  exposure 
of  a  considerable  tract  of  fertile  country  to  ravage 
and  ruin.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  re- 
gard, &c.  


TO   sift   WnXUM    HOWE. 
SiK, 

Your  letter  of  the  Slh  instant,  enclosing  Lieutenant 
Eyre's'  representation,  was  duly  received.  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  contradict  the  facts,  which  he  has  related ; 

'  I'hunuu  Eyre. 
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but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  his  own  stale,  that 
his  conduct  has  not  been  ^o  discreel,  as  it  should  have 
been ;  and  that,  if  he  experienced  a  severer  treatment, 
than  had  been  usually  imposed  upon  officers,  prisoners 
with  us,  it  proceeded  in  some  measure  at  least  from 
that  cause*  But  were  not  this  the  case,  if  the  insults 
and  incivilities,  which  Mr  Eyre  complains  of  having 
suffered,  were  ever  so  unprovoked  by  him,  though  1 
wish  nol  to  justify  litem,  yel  1  cannot  forbear  ohserv- 
tnK>  that  the>*  are  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  the 
accounts  generally  received  of  the  treatment  of  our 
officers  in  your  hands  are  replete  with  instances  of 
the  most  tiagran:  indignities,  and  even  cruelties, 

Americans  have  the  feelings  of  sympathy,  as  well  as 
other  men,  A  series  of  injuries  may  exhaust  their 
patience,  and  it  is  natural,  that  the  sufferings  of  their 
friends  in  captivity  should  at  length  irritate  them  into 
resentment,  and  to  acts  of  retaliation.  If  you  suppose 
Mr,  Eyre's  representation  to  be  just,  and  that  he  es- 
caped from  a  rigorons  confinement,  under  no  obliga- 
tion of  parole,  I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle 
you  still  consider  him  my  prisoner.  But,  if  you  arc 
of  a  different  opinion,  I  shall  expect  some  gentleman 
of  ours  in  your  possession,  who  was  taken  in  a  sim* 
ilar  character,  in  return  for  him.  He  was  reported  to 
roe.  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  as  a  volunteer,  in 
which  light  I  still  view  him.  The  officer  you  mention 
did  not  attend  the  flag  of  truce  with  my  knowledge  or 
consent.  His  conduct  was  reprehensible,  and  1  hope 
an  instance  of  this  sort  will  not  happen  again. 

Mr  James  Bayard  was  taken  prisoner  near  the 
Swedes'  Ford,  the  day  your  army  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
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kilL  lie  had  just  returned  from  college,  and  had  no 
rank  in  or  connexion  with  ihe  army.  He  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  citizen,  and 
as  such  hi^  friends  will  propose  an  exchange  for  htm* 
I  am.  Sir,  &c.' 
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TO   MAJ0K-(;E>I£RAL   keatk. 

Urad  QuAJirtU,  VAlltV  FOJtGX, 

UcAK  Sir, 

I  have  your  favor  of  the  6th  and  Sth  instants.  I 
particularly  aUnded  to  Henley's,  Lee's,  and  Jackson's 
Regiments;  when  I  expressed  my  surprise  that  they 
had  not  been  inoculated,  as  they  had  been  so  long  in 
Boston.  1  hope  that  a  very  strict  attention  will  be 
paid  to  that  matter  against  the  next  campaign,  \Vc 
find  upon  a  scrutiny  that  there  are  upwards  of  two 
thousand  men  to  be  inoculated  in  camp  at  this  lime, 

I  have  given  the  Adjutant  General  the  Resolve  of 
your  Council,  but  he  tells  me  that  he  docs  not  think 
it  will  be  in  the  powers  of  the  Colonels  to  make  such 
a  return  as  is  called  for  Few  of  them  have  their 
papers  with  them,  and  some  of  these  who  were  at 
Ticonderoga  lost  them.  In  my  next  I  shall  be  able 
to  inform  you  whether  it  can  be  done.  Some  little 
time  past  1  sent  the  President  of  the  Council  an  exact 

'lath«dnftof  LleltertoCorerBQrTruntbullivit  wtiltenc  pwcnptj  ihM 

wu  altCFWftrds  ^cricltrn  out-  "  To  huliinlt  lu  Ihe  unjust  diiuis  of  Genrnl 
Howv,  ^fuuld  rpHtfv^  Choge  at  prt^enl  in  capfirily  ;  but  i(  ivould  to  my  opinion 
afford  hjm  tt>u  mucb  cficourogciiK-nt,  if  hc  ihotild  cicr  again  f^i  a  Uj£e  aumbri 
o[  Qur  tncd  in  hit  jv^KiabJi,  tmL  Iej  induce  tbcai  Lo  dctlh's  dcor.  uul  Ihcn  lum 
ihmi  mil  upTih  poralc  in  fuch  \  condition  ihftC  lev  vould  VTtr  vcacli  heow.  >Dit 

DODC  CVtr    IGCQVCI." 
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Return  of  such  of  their  Troops  as  arc  under  my  im- 
mrdiatc  command  for  their  Government  in  complect- 
ing their  levies. 

You  will,  I  suppose,  before  this  time  have  received 
orders  from  Congress,  respecting  the  delaying  the 
emharkation  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army  til! 
the  conventiori  is  ratified  by  Great  Britain.  By  this 
ECp  General  Burgoyne  will,  more  than  probable,  look 
tipon  himsrlf  as  released  from  all  former  ties,  and 
consequently  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  any  means  to 
effect  an  escape^  I  would  therefore  have  you  increase 
the  vigilance,  and,  if  necessary,  the  strength  of  your 
guard*i-  All  magazines  of  arms  should  be  removed 
from  Boston  and  the  neighborhood  ;  for  if  any  at- 
tempt is  made,  it  must  be  by  first  seizing  upon  arms 
to  force  their  way. 

]  cannot  think  U'trh  you.  that  the  operations  of  the 
next  campaign  will  be  against  New  England,  except 
the  enemy  arc  much  more  strongly  reinforced,  than  I 
think  tlicy  have  any  chance  of  being.  They  know 
the  unanimity  and  spirit  of  the  people  too  well  to 
attempt  it  by  detachment:  and  should  they  send  a 
considerable  body  from  Philadelphia,  they  must  either 
remain  besieged  in  the  town»  which  would  be  igno* 
minious,  or  risk  a  defeat  should  they  come  into  the 
field  with  inconsiderable  numbers.  The  troops^  who 
went  back  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  were  I 
believe  only  intended  for  the  security  of  that  city. 
The  garrison  was  so  small,  after  the  reinforcements 
had  been  sent  to  General  Howe,  that  the  inhabitants 
complained  much  of  their  being  abandoned,  and  the 
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troops  were  returned  to  quiet  them,  This  being- 
merely  matter  of  opinion,  it  should  not  relax  your 
f^ndcavors  to  perfect  the  necessary  defences  of  the 
harbor,  and  to  fix  upon  signals  which  may  7X  all 
times  alarm  the  counlr>"  upon  any  sudden  invasion. 
If  any  good  sealing  wax  is  to  be  procured  in  Boston 
be  pleased  to  direct  a  dozen  pound  lo  be  purcha^ied 
for  me  and  sent  on  at  different  times  as  opportunity 
offer.     1  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Valley  Fohi»e.  3s  Juiuity,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  begin  to  be  very  apprehensive  that  the  season  wUI 
entirely  pass  away,  before  any  thing  material  will  be 
done  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  River,  You  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  great  necessity  there  is  for 
having  the  works  there  finished,  as  soon  as  possible: 
and  I  most  earnestly  desire,  that  the  strictest  atten- 
tion may  be  paid  to  every  matter,  which  may  con* 
tribute  to  finishing  ami  putting  them  in  a  respectable 
state  before  the  spring," 

'  Tlic  (orla  vid  olher  workk  in  the  HighUnJji  were  cplircljr  denDliAhed  hj 

Ebe  BiUI^LJh  aud  it  now  Ijcooit  1  ijuraiLuii  of  M>tiie  iibjiotLicacc,  mIjcIIict  ibt? 
lihfliild  be  rctlDftfd  in  thtii  (ormpi  po«fidii«.  or  nrw  plans  ^oald  b«  wlmM 
for  [hut  purpose.  AbODt  iIiq  btgLnning  of  JnnuEUy  the  grounds  w?rv  «T«inin«d 
bf  General  Putiinm,  CovCTiiur  Clhuon,  Gciicrol  J*mea  CliDtQii,  aad  icrcnl 
otbet  gentlemtn.  Among  whom  vm  Kudl^rt,  The  French  tnginta  ;  Biid  ihcy 
wen  a11,  cucepF  Radleic,  uniud  in  ihe  opjnmn.  [tAT  Wut  Pcunl  wh  tbfl  aobI 
tillable  pUl:^  Co  be  fatCili^E-  Radi^tt  vit>}HMcd  tliiii  dcciaiun  wilh  cun«id«mblc 
veh«in<!Df!t,  and  dr#w  up  a  mtmarial  designed  fu  show,  ihtT  Ihc  s%\f:  of  Fnrf 
Clinton  po^sc^ed  adv«n[figri  much  supcriuf  lo  W«t  Point,  Ai  ihe  tngin*«T 
11*1  %  u)4Ei  \ii  iicieiiK,  Olid  had  tlic  toitfidcucc  of  Coa^ci>«iid  th«  C^oimuidvE* 
In-chtci,  \\  wat  deemed  eipedieni  by  General  Fulnam  lo  counll  the  C'ovncU 
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I  wish  you  had  not  waited  for  returns  of  the  mititia 
to  furnish  mc  with  a  state  of  the  troops  in  that  quat^ 
tcr  ;  and.  if  you  do  not  get  them  in  before  you  receive 
this,  you  will  plca?M;  to  let  me  have  an  accurate  return 
of  the  Continental  troops  alone,  it  being  absolutely 
necessary-  that  1  should  know  the  strength  of  your 
command  as  soon  as  possible.  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  success  of  your  two  little  parties  against  the  en- 
emy, which  1  dare  say  will  prevent  their  making  so 
extensive  excursions  for  some  time  at  least.  One 
circumstance  however  I  cannot  avoid  talcing  notice 
of,  that  our  officers,  who  have  been  but  a  very  short 

%nd  AfisefabZy  of  New  York,  beff'Tc  bv  ctmc  Eo  s  final  dererTniniiiian»  A  cem^ 
luiEfcc  *««  ■ppni[iLcil  Ly  LhoK  lM>ttEciH  >rhu  liijcut  Oirrf  <Uys  iccanauitiiiLg  clic 
bc«d«n  ol  rht  rivrt  in  thr  HighUndi.  md  Thrj  vrw  unanimcnib  in  livor  of 
W<4t  FciTii*  4£)wt]ig  hrTEin  vrith  wktj  cth^r  ficn«n  «uthorucd  lo  acl  &n  ike 
kITa^.  «j(«pt  the  ei<|>iDc«i^  It  »u  Accuriliu^ly  t1n.lij?il,  uo  Uic  ritli  <A  Jui- 
mrj,  ihAi  th«r  fortthoitioni  ihonliJ  bp  frecred  ae  Wai  PatDi.— </'H/jHd«i'f  .V5: 
l^nrr.  JftaoAT^  131b.— ^dirjV/j  ^^jM-na/. 

CcncEsl  ruEnun  «rrMr,  on  ihc  J  jtli  of  F(:t>tvijT»  jo  ffply  lo  tlic  abL>r«  l«uer 
Imn  ibp  f!omnnnrlirrjn-c'hiH  - 

'*Al  my  rvqnMt  the  UgidAtur*  of  thlt  glt(«  htve  ftppoinled  «  ccTnmittt«,  r« 
ftfiii  Eh«  pLt»«  fend  riiiitckcr  of  Kcunne  (he  river.  And  totlTwil  i«uie  laaitUave 
Ib  opnlitlng  (he  worli  The  iciiip  of  ifTiln  now  af  thlt  pod.  you  will  plcue 
l»  ctiene,  t*  ^  foUowi.  Tfa«  chftJo  «nd  neeeiawy  ancbon  arc  aatneUd 
for,  to  be  cqm|p]clc(t  hy  eIic  flnl  »F  April;  ind,  ffwi  (bv  inuUiucncc  1  luvt 
Pfcvivvd.  ihflrr  m  rrs4fin  tri  brllnr  ihr^y  will  bf  litilihvd  by  thil  lim«.  Tftrii  o4 
lb*  boerm  in(pnc1«d  t«  Kav«  bf«n  tii^d  at  Fori  Montgomery)  luflidtat  far  thft 
plue.  UT  rcfuiaioE.  Some  of  tbe  ifort  \%  ei<«odiii|£|y  tnut;  lliii  I  Ih^ic  (i> 
luvv  repUced  vtth  good  Iran  loon^  Thp  fhevam-tl&fTUe  wUl  be  (:Qmpln*<1 
by  the  time  th*  n*er  wUJ  idmll  (if  linlEtAy  then».  The  b>Heri«  aHr  Iht 
»stcf,  *qd  Ehc  fotl  to  CUICI  (heiD,  ajc  UiJ  pul.  The  Inllrr  jji  vtlhio  ihc  w>Jli 
■El  haodrcd  yui^n  Aiouml,  iwrriyFonr  fr^r  banp,  rnqrt^rn  fmr  Mgti,  th^  Whi 
i»o  infli»^  10  th<  fivit  'rhi»  1  Iffur  ii  Ino  large  to  te  mnpleled  by  Ihe  time 
<ipf<icd.  CoveiikOi  Ctlnlon  4Dd  (he  committee  ba*c  *£^tcd  W  tbii  pUu,  «cd 
■DtUngon  my  ptrt  ihalt  beirinElng  ro  cconjiteie  It  In  the  bctt  4nd  mo&f  a- 
p«dLctou«  tnacDfr.  BuTAcki  uid  hiatA  for  tbont  lhr<4  hiiodrvd  mn  uo  ccn- 
picted,  cod  barru^  for  ibovl  the  umc  nmnbci  arc  ncatl]'  covered.  A  roAii 
lo  the  riTcr  bat  hvcn  mul*  vllh  £k«i  <1iflicully." 
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time  in  the  enemy's  hands,  reap  the  advant^es  of 
any  captures  which  happen  to  be  made  by  us.  This 
mii?>t  not  be  pr3Cti?^c:d  in  future,  a^  it  is  the  height  of 
injustice,  and  will,  if  continued,  draw  upon  us  the  cen- 
sures of  the  officers,  who  have  been  for  a  long  time 
suffering  all  the  rigors  of  a  severe  captivity.  The 
proper  mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  deliver  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  who  must 
be  best  acquainted  with  the  propriety  o(  complying 
with  the  claims  of  our  ol^cers  in  their  hands.  I  shall 
represent  your  situation,  in  the  money  way,  to  the 
paymaster-general,  and  order  such  measures  to  be 
taken  as  may  relieve  you.     I   am.  Sir.  &c. 


TO    UAJOR-GEKEKAL    GATKM- 
SiK, 

Your  two  letters  of  the  34th  instant  came  to  hand. 
BcfoTL"  the  receipt  of  the  first  1  had  written  to  you 
upon  the  subject  contained  in  it.  rn  consequence!  of 
your  letter  to  the  comAianding  officer  at  Lancaster, 
which  had  been  transmitted  to  me.  As  that  will  in- 
form you  fully  respecting  the  British  olficers  and 
clothJnji,  I  will  not  trouble  yuu  with  a  repetition  of 
the  matter/     I  must  observe,  however,  that  the  num- 


'  "Tbifi  fivening  I  hitvfi  roccivctJ  a  letter  from  UeutenELnt-Calon*!  StollK  A| 
LAUtJiflcr.  HtKmiit:  11c  uf  ihc  tun^ikQincal  uf  die  ttiili^  offi^n.  wbo  aw 
gnlng  wiTh  [tic  dnihiii^  Diirl  Dirriifini?  for  rtip  pntonm  in  our  linndt.  ThM 
mvasuK  E  consider  nihtr  iii>for1una1e,  a±  they  I'Aine  out  1)^  luj  pcrQiivisD.  mnd 
In    OQHSC^ucncc   u'    «  alipulaltna   bcLwccu   myself  lud   («c[ic:hI   tluivf^       Thv 

and  two  amlBk      They  bml  paiJiporin  iii|>n«d  hy  ana  of  my  Atdt,  wh«  awl 
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bcr  of  officers  and  men.  who  came  out,  does  not 
appear  to  mc  so  very  extraordinary,  considering  the 
various  duties  ihey  have  lo  perform,  and  the  amouni 
of  wagons  and  necessaries  they  have  in  charge.  The 
officers  arc  under  parole,  and  the  party  unarmed,  nor 
will  the  stale  of  thia  army  admit  large  escorts  to  be 
cktached  ;  and  if  it  were  much  more  respectable,  1 
should  apprehend  two  officers  sufficient  to  attend  the 
flag.  I  should  have  been  happy,  if  the  officers  and 
clothing  had  not  been  seized,  as  it  destroys  ihat  con* 
fidencc,  which  should  ever  be  had  in  passports,  and 
involves  the  consequences  of  a  delicate  nature  In 
answer  to  the  last  clause  of  your  letter,  respecting 
the  detention  of  the  clothing,  I  refer  you  lo  my 
letter  of  yesterday,  by  which  you  will  perceive,  that 
there  is  a  particular  agreement  between  General 
Howe  and  myself,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they 
came  out. 

I   am  much  obliged  by  your  polite  request  o(  my 
fipmion  and  advice  on   the  expedition  to  Canada  and 


IktB  41  oar  noft  4<lv«a«il  poti,  and  wvrt  aEiciulcd  b^  k  uipUln  ftud  lieuieoAU 
tdmat  um;. 

'*  Mr.  Boutliuot,  I  Am  pcnutdcd.  wih*  niihUlErn  in  liU  n|irc*cnUti<]n  nnprd- 
iag  C«Dcnl  Hwc'i  (orbi'Jiiiiff  xny  mort  pr'>VLd4bi  t<iii|;  lant  jti  by  WAt^.  hm 
iW  ooJ}  inforniAiioia  Ik  haiJ  v»i  drriTcJ  trom  «  r>o»Q(ri^i  in  a  IrLCf i  fjiMit  hioa 
M  nv.  ftimdj.  '  A  iloop  with  flour  hai  been  mclvnl  yrsierdtj  evenlnj;,  (or 
tW  mt*  rtf  ihv  pntntifrt  hcrt ;  bul  I  im  Ti>  dture,  (hai  do  more  Ha^  «1  Inm 
m»j  b«  MBt  b^  fffMBT,  citiiei  up  t>i  dovrn  the  tivcc.  ^iihoul  Itvrc  bciui;  pre^j- 
oa^y  obUlacd/  As  id  dothioe,  1  hitc  an  tlimlx  hui  rfCiifnil  Mtvuiv  hi*  rJrnied 
M  tba  Ufcci^ol  paRhutng,  Th»  u  nnw  jl  mbjiK-t  *>i  diHirraneo  bpiw^m  lu, 
w»4  Um  dcHcn  of  our  Laavtinj-,  thixi  he  ehnlJ  vitiiu]  hit  l^txtps  in  oar  haQdiby 
■  tartdti  d«j.  ii  lo  oblijfc  Iileii  to  oonicnt  no  (hni  meuurr-  lluE  ll  ihauld  not, 
la  iB^  Qplaum,  prweal  him  Tfon  Hndmi;  cloihu  i^  ihd  priufiet*)  c«pHiAUy  ia 
^  hftd  oblalDed  my  ctii«cat  f »t  thfi  mttc.  ho  loa^  b|*o  u  Ihc  lut  day  of  Novcn- 
bcr.  bi  coiuUtftllun  of  hnaMuiancEi  Id  [xnnit  ■  ctiramlwiary  ur  emn  lo  j^  Intu 
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Other  occasions.  In  the  present  instance,  as  I  neiiher 
know  the  extent  of  the  objects  in  view,  nor  the  means 
to  be  employed  to  effect  them,  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  pass  any  judgment  upon  the  subjecL  I  can  only 
sincerely  wish,  that  success  may  attend  it,  both  as  it 
may  advance  the  public  good,  and  on  account  of  the 
personal  honor  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  for  whom 
I  have  a  very  particular  esteem  and  regard-  Your 
letter  was  delivered  to  him  in  a  little  time  after  it 
came  to  my  hands,  and  he  proposes  to  set  out  for 
Yorktown  to-morrow-' 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  shall  order  Hazcn's 
regiment  to  march  from  Wilmington  to  this  place, 
from  whence  it  will  immediately  proceed  towards 
Albany,  As  some  particular  purpose  seems  to  be 
intended  by  desiring  this  regiment,  I  am  induced  to 
part  with  it,  notwithstanding  our  force  will  ill  bear  the 
smallest  diminution.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

PhiUild;>lii4,  with  ncccssanei  (or  oui  p«oplc  in  hii  hands.  MkUtii  being  (hut 
rlrcunu(Ar]f«],  and  (hr  conf  liujcn  of  your  leller  ta  Colonel  Sm1lh  dirvcling  ttic 
«i0icert  [D  bo  t«cu,rc(t  tUi  Eutther  orJrr«,  drhcr  r^om  tbo  Bo«fd  of  Ww  oir  inm 
nct  t  have  Aiillni  lo  hjui  \^>  rescue  ui^  pctmi;  ihem  Icj  pticmc  Lkcic  loutc" — 
Woikiwi^tifn  to  tht  Bontd  af  War,  26  Juiiury,  1778. 

'On  JiiDUPry  astE  Congress  hid  DtEopted a  propadtMn  frvm  tht  Boafd ol W v 
foi  an  iiTuption  into  CinAdi  undci  gfocnl  ofGcAn  tppoictrd  fc;  Consna^  Tb* 
loUovtllS  diy,  [be  Man|u1&  cle  LifAyeiit,  MajoT-GcDenl  Conway  and  BrigVlief* 
GeQmU  SUrk  w«rc  Hecftd  to  conduct  the  ««pediiion. 

LafayclEc  actcpUJ  the  ipp^finlrncnl  with  rv luclancc,  anU  dqI^  up  Lfar  bitjcc 
nf  WasbingioHr  He  obtained  DrKalb  h5  trcond  in  commmd  and.  i1ia«  u|i- 
ported,  nachtd  Aibtnif  to  lind  no  (irrp^riitioTiK  made  for  lh«  4i[ie<tilion,  anil 
aU  the  pc»Qn»  co^crnricd,  wen  Convi^  himtclf^  cL>[tvjD<:c€l  g(  the  intptHMbility 
Of  condocilng  one  wiih  an/  hope  of  succns.  The  comaiiiEc<!  ib  cunp  ai  VaII^ 
Forge  had  dt»pproved  af  il,  the  Board  tt\  Wai  had  held  out  promiiea  wblch  IT 
C011U  not  pcHonD*  and  Lalayctlc  pri^kud  llial  Lfai» cxpedttion  >TDald  be  "a* 
laraoiiit  lU  Ibr  secret  cjpedlHon  agaiiLSl  Hbi^rle  IxJand.*' 
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to  ma/or-oenhral  charles  lee. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  last  night  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo.' 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  were  re- 
leased from  your  coDfined  situation,  and  permitted  so 
many  indulgences.  You  may  rest  assured,  that  1  feel 
myself  vcr>-  much  interested  in  your  welfare,  and  chat 
every  exertion  has  been  used  on  my  part  to  effect 
your  exchange.  This  I  have  not  been  able  to  accom- 
plish. However,  from  the  letters,  which  have  lately 
passed  between  Sir  William  Howe  and  myself  upon 
the  subject  of  prisoners,  I  am  authorized  to  expect, 
that  you  will  return  in  a  few  days  to  your  friends  on 
parole,  as  Major-Gcneral  Prcscotl  will  be  sent  in  on 
the  same  terms  for  that  purpose.  Indeed,  till  I  saw 
Major  Williams  last  night,  I  supposed  that  he  had 
arrived  either  at  New  York  or  Rhode  Island,  having 
directed  his  releasement  as  soon  as  I  was  at  liberty 
to   do   it      I    will   take  the   earliest   opportunity  to 

■  Id  thai  Idler  Ccntnl  Lra  wieta  :  '*  t  tuvc  the  tlronffetl  rftuun  to  AiittCT 
myytM.  (h«(  yoti  vilJ  lutcml  youitdr  in  vbaccvrr  cunctnut  my  ^otnioxi  nnd 
welfare.  I  think  lE  aiyduiyioiiilcmi  you.  that  njr  combDoo  \%  much  bviter«d. 
ll  H  BOv  ive  dmyt  llul  1  un  on  my  pArol«.  I  hive  ihr  full  liberty  of  the  city 
*bd  It*  IbniU  i  b4tT  TiviKi  «t  w.y  cuuiiuuid  fuiui^Lnl  ly  Su  Unify  Ctrutou 
ui4  (icnml  RnbentAa  ;  *m  Inlgcil  viib  iwnfif  (heoIdHi  inil  wirmat  fherdi 
1  hawfl  in  th«  worM,  Colonel  BnUn  and  Major  Diaasycl  rht  larly-lhini  rogi' 
mmA  ;  viih  tbr  f^mirr  1  ««i  brni  up  from  ihc  hc^  ^^  nine  ycnrt  *i  school ;  the 
laticr  ta  «  t9mmt/iiff  fram  rhv  litnir  I  ctittre^  ih«  ■erricr  fn  ihr  frl^y-^oul1H.  In 
ifcon,  ay  vtuiuoQ  It  itndcred  u  e«ty,  coinfortAbtc.  ftnd  pltfionl  u  pcHihlt, 
lor  A  nvi  who  U  if^wiy  wrt  ■  iirincmcr.  I  Ii*tc  uolbtbt  ld(  <a  wiili  for,  but 
xhM  loakc  drouniUAce  my  »rl(«,  trbfcch  fn«y  m^kc  li  canv«nknt  fcr  both  p«r- 
lift,  lb>l  ■  [•nirrxl  <i«ban(;«  may  \t\.9  plic«,  and  I  viii>ng  (he  ml  feip  tti« 
>d«aklAie«.  Ghn  my  loTf  to  hll  tny  fHcndt,  pAitkalArly  lo  Greene,  MIlTtiD. 
h«d,  and  U«agiii,  ind  be  prmaded  ibai  I  tm  moti  diKrrdy  and  devgtrdly 
yoiu*^"— Urmnber  jotb. 
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recommend    to   your   friends,   Mr.    Nounu!  2nd  Mr. 
White,  the  care  o((your  farm, 

Your  request  to  Major  Morris,  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Bat- 
tier, reached  me  only  last  night.  I  wish  I  had  been 
informed  of  it  sooner.  1  have  enclosed  a  passport  for 
her  to  Major  Morris,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  do 
every  ihing  in  his  power  to  accommodate  a  lady,  from 
whose  husband  you  have  received  so  many  civilities, 
I  am.  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c 


TO    A    COMMCntt    OF    CONGRES4' 

Gkvtlemen, 

The  numerous  defects,  in  our  present  military  c&* 
tablishment,  rendering  many  reformations  and  many 
new  arrangements  absolutely  necessary,  and  Conyre^ts 
having  been  pleased  to  appoint  you  a  Comminee»  in 
concert  with  me.  to  make  and  recommend  such,  as 
shall  appear  eligible,  in  pursuance,  of  the  various  ob- 
jects, expressed  in  their  resolution  for  that  purpose, 

'  This  Important  paper  wu  draivn  up  for  tht  tiK  cf  the  CamintLICtf  of  CoO' 
KTc»  mentioned  on  p.  aSj.  Il  is  b^i^^  Ujjuii  ibv  ^uggsiitm&iinJ  riconuDQDdB- 
\\<m&  Df  (fit  ifrjding  rilVt^m  of  the  (.'j^nriocntal  army.  ccTlfil  tmx  by  tMa?  iiw 
quirj«  by  WAtLiagLoii,  and  is  tchaattivr  on  the  subjcci,  ftflording  id  «faiMt 
fully  diawa  pkluic  uf  tbc  aroLy  4l  (lii»,  qpc  <t\  Elic  cnjd«l  pcri-JiU  vf  the  ml. 
A  r*n  "'  'hin  kTntamcnt  hai.  ilrwaily  hrrn  prinrnl,  Imm  imprrff  ct  dradf*,  in  ihr 
WtrAx  tf  AUsitiidtr  tfamiiUn  (Edition,  i^jo}*  iIt  ijB,  (uid  Lh«  dnJt»  m 
Wnoigt  tbo  ll^iuiLluii  MSS.  in  Itic  DepAnuicm  of  Sliiit:.  il  Wuhinglm.  Tfa* 
ohglnil.  from  whicti  ih?  |>itptr  t«  nnw  pr1nt«<1.  U  In  llaTnitlt^n'iKnling,  tsUd^ 
dfr-uAOp,  but,  JU  Ihc  AttAu  &]uv,  wju  pF<pAi«l  by  tlic  Commanitei-.lik'CfaicI, 
Aiiil  fut  huiuG  mufe?  wih  icLuTricLL  tu  liiin  t^  ttic  CuinmJEIce.  Fvi  IIjU  (?*mjii. 
th^ffJ^kcfAHH  iicil  fdtmd  amanB  ibr  MSS,  or  thr  ronlinenul  CnniEmph.  hut 
wnDt>u  Iho  draft*  of  Wu;hm|;ton'k  military  corrttpaitdtno*,  an  «sdo<H««Dt 
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1  have  in  the  following  sheets  briefly  delivered  my 
sentiments  upon  such  of  them  as  seemed  to  me  most 
essential ; — so  far.  as  observation  has  suggested,  and 
leisure  permitted.  These  are  submitted  to  considera- 
tion and  I  shall  be  happy,  if  they  are  found  conducive 
to  remedying  the  evils  and  inconveniences,  we  arc 
now  subject  to,  and  putting  the  army  upon  a  more 
respectable  footing.  Something  must  be  done— im- 
portant alterations  must  be  made  ; — necessity  requires, 
that  our  resources  should  be  eiilargcd  and  our  system 
improved  ;  for  without  it,  if  the  dissolution  of  the  army 
should  not  be  the  consequence,  at  least,  its  operations 
must  infallibly  be  feeble,  languid,  and  ineffectual. 

As  I  consider  a  proper  and  sattsfaclory  provision 
for  officers,  in  3  manner,  as  the  basis  of  every  other 
regulation  and  arrangement  necessary  10  be  made, 
since  without  officers  no  anny  can  exist,  and  unless 
some  measure^  be  devised  to  place  those  of  ours  in 
a  more  desirable  situation,  few  of  ihcm  would  be 
able,  if  willing,  to  continue  in  il,  I  shall  begin  with  a 
few  reflections,  tending  to  prove  the  necessity  : — 

O/a  half  pay  and  pensionary  estabUsknunL 

A  small  knowledge  of  human  nature  will  convince 
us,  that,  with  far  the  greatest  part  of  mankind,  interest 
is  the  governing  principle;  and  that,  atmo<it,  every 
man,  is  more  or  less,  under  its  influence-  Motives  of 
public  virtue  may  for  a  time,  or  in  particular  instances 
actuate  men  to  the  observance  of  a  conduct  purely 
disinteresietl ;  but  they  are  not  of  themselves  suf- 
fiient  to  produce  a  persevering  conformity  to  the  re- 
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fined  dictates  and  obligations  of  social  duty.     F<rw 


ifice  of 


men  are  capable  of  making  a  continual  sacni 
views  of  private  interest,  or  advantage,  to  the  common 
good.  It  is  in  vain  to  exclaim  against  the  depravity 
of  human  nature  on  t1iis  account — the  fact  is  so  ;  the 
experience  of  every  age  and  nation  has  proved  it. 
and  wc  must  in  a  great  measure  change:  the  constitu* 
tion  of  man»  before  wc  can  make  it  cjthcn*-Isc,  No 
institution,  not  built  on  Uie  presumptive  truth  of  the^ 
maxims  can  succeed* 

Wc  find  them  exemplified  in  the  American  officers, 
as  well  as  in  all  otiier  men.  At  the  commej*cement 
of  the  dispute,  in  the  first  effusions  of  their  zeal,  and 
looking  upon  the  service  to  be  only  temporary,  they 
entered  into  it.  without  paying  any  regard  to  pecuniary 
or  selfish  considerations.  But  finding  its  duration  to 
be  much  longer  than  they  at  firal  suspected,  and  thai 
instead  of  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  hardships 
and  dangers,  to  which  they  were  exposed,  they  on  the 
contrary,  were  losers  by  their  patriotism,  and  fell  far 
short  even  of  a  competency  to  supply  their  wants, 
they  have  gradually  abated  in  th^ir  ardor;  and  with 
many,  an  entire  disinch'nation  to  the  service  under  its 
present  circumstances  has  taken  place.  To  this  in  an 
eminent  degree,  must  be  ascribed  the  (requeni  resig- 
nations dayly  happening  and  the  more  frequent 
importunities  for  permission  to  resign,  and  from  some 
officers  of  the  greatest  merit.  To  this  also  may  wc 
ascribe  the  apathy,  inattention,  and  neglect  of  duly, 
which  pervade  all  ranks  and  which  will  necessarily 
continue  and  increase  while  an  officer  instead  of  gain^ 
ing  anything  is  Impoverished  by  his  commission  ;  and 
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conceives  he  is  conferring  not  receiving  a  favor  in 
holding  it.  There  can  be  no  suBicicnt  tic  upon  men. 
possessing  such  sentiments.  Nor  can  any  method  be 
adopted  to  oblige  those,  to  a  punctual  discharge  of 
duty,  who  are  indifferent  about  their  continuance  in 
the  service  and  are  often  seeking  a  pretext  to  disen* 
gage  thcmsclvrs  from  it  Punishment  in  this  case, 
will  be  unav^ling;  but  when  an  officer's  commission 
is  made  valuable  to  him  and  he  fears  to  lose  it,  you 
may  then  exact  obedience  from  him. 

It  is  not  indeed  consistent  with  reason,  or  justice  to 
expccc  that  one  set  of  men  should  make  a  sacrifice  of 
property,  domestic  ease  and  happmess, — encounter 
the  rigors  of  the  Beld, — the  perils  and  vicissitudes  of 
War  to  obtain  those  blessings  which  every  citizen 
will  enjoy,  in  common  with  them  without  some  ade- 
qoalc  compensation.  It  must  also  be  a  comforll<rss 
reflection  to  any  man^  that  after  he  may  have  con- 
tributed to  securing  the  rights  of  his  country  at  the 
risk  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  o(  his  fortune,  there  would 
be  no  provision  made  to  prevent  himstflf  and  family 
from  sinking  into  indigence  and  wretchedness.  Be- 
sides adopting  some  methods  to  make  the  provision 
for  officers  equal  to  their  present  exigencies,  a  due 
regard  should  be  paid  to  fLturity.  Nothing,  in  my 
opinion,  would  serve  more  powerfully  to  reanimate 
their  languishing  zeal :  and  interest  them  thoroughly 
in  the  service,  than  a  half-pay  and  pensionary  esiab- 
lishmenL  This  would  not  only  dispel  the  apprehen- 
sion of  personal  distress,  [at]  the  termination  of  the 
war,  from  having  thrown  themselves  [out]  of  profes- 
sions and  employments  they  might  nut   have  it  in 
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[their]  power  lo  resume  ;  but  wotild  in  a  great  degree 
relieve  the  painful  anticipation  of  leaving  their  widows 
and  orphans,  a  burthen  on  the  charity  of  their  conn* 
try,  should  it  be  their  lot  to  fall  in  its  defence. 

I  am  earnest  in  recommending  this  measure,  be- 
cause 1  know  it  is  the  general  wish  and  ex]>cctation, 
and  that  many  officers  whom,  upon  every  principle  wc 
should  wish  to  retain  in  the  service  are  only  waiting 
to  see  whether  something  of  the  kind  will,  or  will  not 
take  place,  to  be  determined  m  their  resolutions, 
either  of  slaying  in,  or  quitting  it  immediately;  and 
1  urge  my  sentiments  with  the  greater  freedom,  be- 
cause I  cannot,  and  sliall  not  receive  the  smallest 
benefit  from  the  establishment,  and  can  have  no 
other  inducement  for  proposing  it,  than  a  full  con* 
viction  of  its  utility  and  propriety* 

1  am  sensible  the  expense  will  be  a  capital  objection 
to  it ;  but  to  this  I  oppose  the  necessity. — The  officers 
are  now  discontented  with  their  situation ; — if  some 
generous  expedient  is  not  embraced  to  remove  their 
di!5Contcnt,  so  extensive  a  desertion  of  the  service  will 
ensue,  and  so  much  discouragement  be  cast  upon 
those,  who  remain  as  must  wound  it  in  a  very  essen- 
tia] manner.  Every  thing  that  has  this  effect  has 
a  tendency,  at  least,  to  protract  the  war,  and.  though 
dictated  by  a  well-intended  frugality,  will  I  fear  in  the 
end  prove  erroneous  economy. 

Of  aympUting  ike   Regiments   and  alUring  ikeir 
Esiabiish  m  eni. 

The  necessity  of  the  first  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner  possible,  is  too  self  evident  to  need  tllusiracion, 
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or  proof,  and  1  shai!,  therefore  only  beg  leave  to  offer 
some  reflections  on  the  morfe.  Voluntary  inlistoients 
seem  to  be  totally  out  of  the  question  :  all  the  allure- 
meats  of  the  most  exorbitant  bounties  and  every  other 
inducement,  that  could  be  thought  of,  have  been  tried 
in  vain  and  seem  to  have  had  little  other  effect  than 
to  increase  the  rapacity  and  raise  the  demands  of  those 
CO  whom  they  were  held  out.  We  may  fairly  infer, 
that  the  country  [has]  been  already  pretty  well  drained 
of  that  class  of  men  [whose]  tempers,  attachments  and 
circumstances  disposed  them  to  enter  permanently 
or  for  a  length  of  time,  into  the  army,  and  that 
the  residue  of  such  men,  who  from  difiercnt  motives, 
have  kept  out  of  the  army,  if  collected,  would  not 
augment  our  j^eneral  strength,  in  any  proportion  to 
what  wc  require.  If  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  little  more  can  he  done  by  voluntary  inlisCments, 
some  other  mode  must  be  concerted,  and  no  other 
presents  itself,  than  that  of  filling  the  regiments  by 
drafts  from  the  militia.  This  is  a  disagreeable  alter- 
native bul  it  is  an  unavoidable  one. 

As  drafting  for  the  war.  or  for  a  term  of  years, 
would  probably  be  disgusting  and  dangerous,  perhaps 
impracticable,  I  would  [jropose  an  anniinl  draft  of 
men,  without  officers,  to  serve  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  each  year ;  that  on  or  before  tlie  first  day 
o(  October  preceding,  these  drafted  men  should  be 
called  upon  to  re-inlist  for  the  succeeding  year ;  and 
as  an  incitement  to  doing  it,  those  being  much  better 
and  less  expensive  than  raw  recruits,  a  bounty  of 
twenty  five  dollars  should  be  offered.  That  upon 
ascertaining,  at  this  period,  the  number  of  men  will* 
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ing  Ui  reengage,  exact  returns  should  be  made  to 
Congress  of  ihe  deficiency  in  each  regiment,  and 
tran^i^mittGd  by  ihem  to  the  respective  Stales,  in  order 
thai  tUey  may  have  their  st^veral  quot^^  immediately 
furnished,  and  sent  on  lo  Camp,  for  ihe  service  of  the 
ensuing  year,  so  as  to  arrive  by,  or  before,  the  first 
day  of  January, 

This  method  though  not  so  good  as  that  of  obtain* 
ing  men  for  the  war.  is  perhaps  the  best  our  circum- 
stances will  allow,  and  as  wc  shall  always  have  an 
established  corps  of  experienced  officers,  may  answer 
tolerably  well  It  is  the  only  mode  I  can  think  of 
for  completing  our  battalions,  in  time  that  promises 
the  least  prospect  of  success  ;  the  accomplishment  of 
ivhich  is  an  object  of  the  last  importance  ;  and  it  has 
this  advantage,  that  the  minds  of  the  people  being 
once  reconciled  lo  the  ex[ier!meni.  It  would  prove  a 
source  of  continual  supplies  hereafter 

Men  drafted  in  this  manner  should  not,  in  the  6rsC 
instance  receive  any  bounty,  from  the  public,  which 
being  solemnly  enjoined  upon  each  state,  and  a  stop 
put  to  the  militia  substitution  laws,  would  probably 
be  attended  with  very  happy  consequences.  A  num- 
ber of  idle,  mercenary  fellows  would  be  thrown  out 
of  employment  precluded  from  their  excessive  wages 
as  substitutes  for  a  few  weeks  or  months  ;  and  con- 
strained to  inlist  in  the  Continental  army.  In  speak- 
ing of  abolishing  the  militia  su[bj5titution  laws,  it  is 
not  meant,  to  hinder  a  person,  who  might  be  drafted 
in  the  annual  allotments,  from  procuring  a  substitute 
in  his  stead,  himself  in  consequence  being  excused. 
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This  indulgence  would  be  admissible  and  considering 
all  things,  necessary,  as  there  are  many  individuals, 
whose  di-&po»it!oT)s  and  private  affairs  would  make 
them  irrecondleably  averse  to  giving  their  personal 
3crvic<r5  for  so  long  a  duration,  and  with  whom  it 
■would  be  impolitic  to  use  compulsion.  Th^  allowance 
of  substitution,  upon  a  smaller  scale — in  the  occa- 
sional coming  out  of  the  militia,  for  a  few  weeks,  a 
month,  or  two,  is  ihe  thing  meant  to  be  reprobated. — 
It  is  highly  productive  of  the  double  disadvantage  of 
preventing  the  growth  of  the  army  and  depreciating 
our  currency. 

In  the  new  estnblisliment  of  a  regiment,  as  appar- 
ent inconveniences  result  from  the  enemy's  having 
no  full  colonels  in  their  army,  distinctly  such,  to  ex- 
change for  ours,  in  case  of  captivity  ;^I  would  propose, 
that  our  batalions  should  be  commanded  by  Lteuten- 
ant*Colonels  commandant,  with  the  pay  of  Colonel, 
and  consist  of  the  following  officers  and  men  ;  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel  commandant  —  one  Lieutenant 
colonel  a  major,  nine  captains  ;  nine  lieutenants, 
nine  ensigns,  an  adjutant,  quarter  master,  paymaster, 
sergeant,  drum  and  fife  major,  twenty  seven  sergp-anls. 
1 8  drums  and  fifes,  and  five  hundred  and  four  rank 
and  file  :  That  these  should  be  divided  into  eight 
companies  :  That  »  captain*  lieulenant,  ensign,  three 
sergeants,  two  drums  and  fifes,  and  fifty  six  r»nk  and 
file  should  be  selected  from  the  whole,  to  compose  a 
company  of  light-infantry:  That  the  infantry  from 
each  brigade  be  commanded  by  a  field  officer  belong* 
ing  to  it, — if  officers  by  the  reduction  of  corps  and 
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Otherwise,  iinprovidcd  (or  are  not  appointed  to  these 
commands;  a  mode  preferable  to  that  of  drafting 
from  the  brigades,  as  a  mean  of  doing;  those  officers 
justice,  and  btcaustf  the  brigades  would  misslhe  field 
officers,  drawn  from  them  for  this  purpose;  And, 
That  the  whole  be  commanded  by  General  ofRccre 
from  the  line,  chosen  by  the  commander  in  chief. 
This  body  would  compose  the  flying  army ;  and 
in  conjunction  with  a  body  of  horse  would  become 
extremely  formidable  and  useful. 

The  benefits  arising  from  a  superiority  in  horse  are 
obvious  to  those  who  have  experienced  them.  Inde- 
pendent of  such  as  you  may  derive  from  it  in  the  field 
of  action  ;  it  enables  you  very  materially,  to  controul 
the  inferior  and  subordinate  motions  of  an  enemy 
and  to  Impede  their  knowle[d]ge  of  what  you  are 
doing,  while  it  gives  you  every  advantage  of  superior 
intelligence  and.  consequently,  both  facilitates  your 
enterprises  against  them,  and  obstructs  theirs  against 
you.  In  a  defensive  war  as  in  our  case,  it  is  pe- 
culiarly desireable  because  it  affords  great  protection 
to  the  country,  and  is  a  barrier  to  those  inroads  and 
depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  which  are  inevi- 
table when  the  superiority  lies  on  the  side  of  the 
invaders.  The  enemy  fully  sensible  of  the  advan- 
tages, are  taking  all  the  pains  in  their  power,  to 
acquire  an  ascendency  in  this  respect ;  to  defeat 
which  I  would  propose  an  augmentation  of  our  cav- 
alry, by  adding  a  lieutenant,  sergeant,  corporal,  and 
twcnty-two  privates,  to  each  troop.  The  establish- 
ment will  then  be  as  follows  : — 


AIL  u  uiuaI^  except  6  additional 


I  Lt  Colond. 
t  Uajor 
6  Captain*. 
I  a  Ikutcnaati 
6  CorocU 
I  Adjutant 
I  Qr.  Master 
iSadlci 
6  rarrkn 
6  Qr  Mafiieri;  Sergeants. 

JO  CorporaJa 

6  Trumptftcr* 
3^4  priv^Ec« 

There  are  and  will  continue  (our  re^^mentfi  of  cav- 
alry which  composing  a  brigade,  will  require  a  Brig- 
adier— Brigade  Major — Quarter  master,  commissary 
and  forage-master  as  usual.  The  men  for  this  ser- 
vice can  easily  be  gotten  ;  the  providing  horses  and 
accoutrements  will  be  found  to  suffer  some  difficulty, 
yet  will  not  be  impracticable.  The  procuring  horses 
should  be  undertaken  by  judicious  officers  from  each 
regiment  well  skilled  in  them  ;  and  conducted  in  such 
a  manner  a«  to  occasion  no  interference  with  each 
other.  Let  Sheldon's  purchases  be  confined  to  the 
Eastward  of  the  North  River;  Moylan's between  the 
North  River  and  Susquehanna;  Baylor's  between 
Susquehanna  and  James'  Riven  and  Bland's  to  the 
Southward  of  thaL  The  number  of  liorsrs,  to  be 
purchased,  by  each,  ouffht  to  be  determined,  and  an 
average  price  limited,  disclosed  only  to  the  purchaser, 
with  a  strict  injunction  to  conceal  it  as  much  as  po^ 
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sihie,  because  if  once  generally  known,  sellers  would 
take  advantage  of  it  and  part  with  none  urnler  the 
limitation.  The  accoutrements  to  be  provided  tn  the 
same  districts,  and  by  the  same  persons,  but  as  some 
of  thes*:  districts  abound  more  in  manufacturers,  than 
others,  all  th:it  can  be  engaged  in  each,  in  a  certain 
stipulated  time,  ought  to  [bej  secured,  in  order  that 
the  ovtrplus,  in  one  part,  may  supply  the  deficiency 
in  another,  And  as  these  articles  maybe  imported 
cheaper,  and  belter  in  quality,  than  they  can  be  made 
here,  I  would  advise  that  at  least,  fifteen  hundred 
setts  should  be  sent  for  to  France  ;  with  directions 
to  divide  them  in  small  parcels  and  embark  them  in 
different  vessels,  that  we  may  have  a  probability  of 
getting  at  least  a  part,  and  not  run  the  risk  of  sus- 
taining a  total  loss  and  disappointment,  by  adventur- 
ing the  whole  in  one  bottom. 

0/  the  ArrangcifUHt  0/  ike  Army^ 

The  establishment  of  a  battalion  being  fixed  under 
the  last  head,  it  remains  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
battalions  in  order  to  form  a  proper  arrangement- 
The  number  of  battalions  now  in  the  Jicld  from  each 
state  stand  thus  : 


New  Hampshire 

3 

M^saclui^etts  . 

'5 

Rhodt?  Uland    . 

9 

Connccticui .    . 

8 

KcwVork     .     . 

4 

New  Jersey  ,    , 

4 

Pennsylvania     , 

13 

Col;  W;  Slcwartsof  dQ 

1 

Dclavrvc .    <    < 

I 

Maryland 7 

Virginia ,15 

St;*tcdcj I 

CuroliiuL 9 

German  batalion    .    ,    .    .  1 

Haizen's ■ 

Acl<litioiiiiI«  ftod  parts     .     .  tj 


Tctol 
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By  the  foregoing  list,  it  appears,  that  in  regiments 
and  parts  of  regiments  there  are  Ninety-seven  now  m 
the  field,  but  the  slate  o(  them  requires  explanation. 
Out  of  nine  fronfi  North  Carolina,  by  a  return  of  the 
3i3t  ultimo,  only  572  rank  and  file  arc  lit  for  duty. 
These,  with  71  sick  present  and  137  on  command, 
make  780  rank  and  6le,  which  I  suppose  may  be  pro- 
duced. The  total  number,  rank  and  file  in  the  nine 
regiments  is  1079,  ihe  difference  is  accounted  for  in 
sick  absent  and  on  furlough  ;  which  is  the  only  way, 
1  am  apprehensive,  they  ever  will  be  accounted  for. 
From  this  defective  st^te  of  them,  I  should  think  ic 
adviseable  to  throw  the  rank  and  file  of  the  nine 
regiments,  into  two  (they  have  been  already  reduced 
to  three)  and  to  send  the  supernumerary  ofiicers  back 
to  the  State,  to  collect  such  men  as  on  various  pre- 
tences were  left  behind  and  deserters.  And  aided  by 
the  whole  efficiency  of  the  State,  voluntary  enlist- 
ments being,  as  1  said  before,  out  of  the  question  to 
exert  all  their  endeavors  towards  completing  the 
seven  other  regiments,  or  such  of  them  as  Congress 
shall  direct. — I  am  the  more  induced  to  recommend 
this  measure,  from  tlie  possibility  of  the  cnemys 
attempting  a  more  soulhern  expedition  next  cam- 
lign.  They  may  do  n,  in  order  to  gain  possession 
the  capitol  of  another  State,  which  will  give  repu- 
tation to  their  arms  in  Europe,  distress  our  trade  and 
abridge  our  supplies;  at  the  same  lime  will  enable 
administration  to  avail  themselves,  in  another  in- 
stance, of  the?  illusory  idea,  they  endeavor  to  hold 
Up  to  the  nation — to  keep  their  hopes  alive  and  ex- 
tract fresh  contributions;— that  every  State  whose 
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capital  tliey  possess,  is  conquereA — These  new  raivfd 
troops,  ma/,  either,  join  this  army,  or  aid  South 
Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  circumstances  shall  point  ouL 

It  is  needless  tu  enter  into  a  minute  detail  as  to 
the  precise  state  of  the  other  troops.  Let  it  suffice 
to  say,  that  they  bear  too  near  an  analogy  to  the 
specimen  here  yiven. 

Virginia  I  understand,  though  not  from  any  direct 
authority  has  resolved  to  draft  towards  the  complc* 
tton  of  her  batalions  ;  and  as  this  mode  seems  to  be 
the  only  one,  calculated  to  answer  the  end,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  she  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  full  complement 
of  fifteen  including  the  State  battalion.  What  plan 
Maryland  has  fallen  upon  or  may  adopt  to  fill  her 
battalions.  1  know  not.  but  as  tiie  powers  of  govern- 
ment are  with  her  in  full  vigor,  and  the  abilities  of 
the  State  intirely  adequate  to  the  end,  I  think  her 
original  quota  ought  to  be  depended  upon.  Delaware 
must  undoubtedly  contribute  one  battalion  ;  no  change 
having  happened  since  that  portion  was  assigned  her, 
sufficient  to  afford  a  plea  for  reducing  it.  In  l>ehalf 
of  Pennsylvania  much  may  be  siiid  ;  the  exhausted 
state  of  her  regiments^her  loss  of  capitol  and  in- 
testine divisions,  ever  destructive  to  the  energy  of 
gnvernment  may  perhaps  incapacitate  her  for  conv- 
pleting  her  thirteen  regiments,  now  on  foot.  Suppose 
the  number  should  be,  for  die  present  diminished 
to  eight,  and  the  State  should  exert  herself  to  fi0 
them  in  the  Arst  place.  When  this  shall  be  accom- 
plished, if  her  resources  appear  equal  to  any  further 
efforts,  she  may  proceed  to  raising  the  remaining 
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five. — New  Jersey.  New  York,  Connecticut  Rhode 
Island.  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  are  fully 
competent  to  the  quotas  respectively  required  of 
them,  and  no  abatement  seems  necessary  with  r^ 
spcct  to  cither  We  have  reason  to  hope,  their 
exertions  will  keep  pace  with  their  abilities,  and  that 
they  will  take  decisive  measures  to  send  their  several 
proportioni^  into  the  field, 

I  am  at  a  loss  v^hat  to  propos;e.  concerning  the 
German  batalion,  Hazen's  regiment  and  the  sixteen 
addttionals.  Appertaining  to  no  particular  state  or 
States,  they  will  have  no  chance  o(  being  filled  by 
drafts,  and  as  little  by  any  other  means.  They  must 
cither  remain  weak  and  imperfect  corps,  be  adopted 
by  the  States,  or  incorporated  into  each  other  and 
then,  if  possible,  recruited.  The  first,  upon  every 
principle,  ought  not  to  be  the  casc^  and  as  the  second 
would  not  be  altogether  eligible  from  the  difficulty 
of  apportioning  them. — without  dividing  and  sub- 
dividing the  regiments. — the  third  seems  to  be  the 
expedient  to  which  we  must  have  recourse.  Let 
Mar>*land  take  the  German  battalion,  wholly,  as  one 
of  her  eight,  for  she  already  claims  a  part  of  it ;  and 
then  let  the  sixteen  additionals,  none  of  which  are 
strong,  some  extremely  wcak»  and  others  only  par- 
tially oi^anized. — be  thrown  into  nine.  There  is  this 
number  of  them,  which  comparatlvdy  sptraking,  are 
tolerably  respectable,  and  have  undergone  a  good 
deal  of  hard  service  in  the  course  of  the  last  cam* 
paign.  These  after  having  received  the  men  out  of 
the  reduced  corps,  ought  to  be  licensed,  though  a 
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barren  experiment,  to  try  what  can  be  done  by  vol- 
untary enlistments,  tliroughout  the  Continent  at 
lat^e.  Haten's  regiment  might  be  added  to  them 
and  united  in  the  s^me  privilege. 

If  these  propositions  are  approved  the  whole  num- 
ber of  battalions,  on  the  establishment,  will  be  eighty, 
and  the  total  amount  of  them  if  complete  40^320, 
rank  and  file. 

Upon  this  number  of  battalions,  1  shall  make  my 
arrangements.  Whether  full  or  not,  they  will  re<|utre 
to  be  thrown  into  Brigades  and  divisions. — these 
again  into  wings  and  lines  ;  all  of  which,  for  the  sake 
of  order,  harmony  and  discipline,  should  be  under 
distinct  comm:inds,  capable  of  moving  either  jointly 
or  separately,  in  the  great  machine,  as  circumstances 
shall  require  i — 1  would  accordingly,  to  every  four 
battalions,  allow  a  Brigadier,  to  ever)*  three  brigades, 
a  Major  General,  and  to  the  grand  army  three  Lieu- 
tenant-Generals ;  one  to  command  the  right  wing, 
another  the  left,  and  a  third  the  second  line.  These 
three  will  always  be  necessary  with  the  grand  army. 
and  unless  it  should  be  more  divided  next  campaign, 
than  we  have  reason  to  judge  from  present  appear- 
ances, are  all  that  will  be  requisite  ;  yet  it  may  be  bet- 
ter to  appoint  four,  on  account  of  contingent  services^ 

If  it  should  be  deemed  improper  to  reduce  the 
number  of  Pennsylvania  battalions.*  in  the  manner 
proposed,  another  Brigadier  will  be  wanted  ;  other- 

'  Since  writing  the  jiIjovv,  I  bcaf.  (he  u«m1>1r  of  (hb  lUlc  bft««  pftu«d  « 
Ifew.  tn  rtnifr  men  far  (hpir  bftitallont,  nn^l  [  hjivr  MTTin^ed  thi^  «naj.  «ccordLagl]P 
Id  ft  sciliedute  hcmuilo  MXicied. — JVf^tf  by  iVatAiiigtat* 
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wise,  TTveniy-iTvo  Brigadiers  (two  for  the  flying 
army)  eight  Major-Generals  (one  for  the  flying 
army)  and  ihrec  Lieulenani  Generals,  will  be  suffi* 
cient  To  each  brigade  there  should  be  a  Quarter 
Master.  Forage  Master,  Waggon  Master  and  com* 
missary  ;  also  armorers,  a  travelling  forge,  and  some 
artificers. — In  short,  each  Brigade  should  be  an 
epitome  of  the  great  whole,  and  move  by  similar 
springs,  upon  a  smaller  scale. 

In  a  young  army,  like  ours,  the  office  of  Inspector 
General,  principally  (or  the  purpose  of  instituting 
and  carrying  into  pmclice  an  uniform  system  of 
manual  and  manceuvres  must  be  extremely  useful 
and  advantageous,  A  number  of  assistants  to  this 
office  will  be  required,  as  one  man  would  be  incapa" 
blc  of  superintending  the  practice  of  the  rules  laid 
down,  throughout  the  army  ;  and  unless  this  were 
carefully  done^  it  would  be  of  little  avail  to  c^itablish 
them.  It  would  be  proper,  in  my  opinion  to  have 
one  to  each  brigade  ;  the  benefits^  resulting  from 
which,  would  greatly  overballance  the  consideration 
of  expcnce. 

Another  new  institution,  I  should  wish  to  sec  take 
place  in  the  army,  and  from  which  signal  advantages 
would  flow,  is  that  of  a  Provost-Marshalcy.  It  should 
be  composed  of — 


I      Cai>t.  or  Gnjid  Fro¥0«t,  with  the  pay  of        doltan  pr  M. 
4     Licutcnanti  or  Provoftt  Manhals,  with  the  pay  of  do!- 

\Mn  each  per  Month,  to  be  tfiiioned  on  iht  fank^  And  rcnr 

of  the  aroif. 
■      Clerk,  to  Tvgiftlcr  «IJ  official  irana&cuo&i  o<  the  corpa  rcgu- 


3i6 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[>T7« 


5 
4 


lAiioDB  foT  ^itttlcn,  Aic.     A»  hit  btJMnc«s  will  be  pretty  extea* 
live  and  imply  a  degree  of  iruM^  he  should  have  not  leu  ihan 
dollar:!  ft  Monih, 
Qr  Muter-Sergeaatf  to  draw  pTOTision«,  ^c,   with  the 
»fne  pA^  :is  ochen  or  the  same  denommatioin. 


Sergeanci, 

Corporal's  one  to  be  with 

e:ich  officer 
ProvosU  or  privates, 
Kxcciitionets  with  the  poy  of 


TO  have  the  time  piy  j»  it 
given  in  ihe  bor^e. 


r 


The  reason  that  the  pay  of  this  corps  is  rated  so 
higli  is,  that  ihe  offices  of  it  are  exlrcmely  trouble- 
some ;  and  require  men,  worthy  of  trust,  and  o(  great 
activity^  to  execute  them,  who  would  not  be  templed 
by  a  less  recompencc  to  undergo  the  drudgery  and 
fatigue.  It  is  also,  necessary,  the  oflicers  should 
have  some  rank  to  enable  them  to  maintain  a  projjcr 
degr*^  u[  respect  and  command  ;  for  which  purpose* 
that  of  captain  for  the  principal  and  Lieutenant  for 
his  assistants  will  be  sufficient  The  intention  of  the 
corps  requires^  that  the  whole  should  be  on  horse* 
back,  armed  and  accoutred  in  the  same  manner  as 
light  horsemen.  And  as  there  is  a  necessity  for  good 
men  to  be  employed  in  this  service,  who  cannot  well 
be  enlisted,  they  ought  to  be  drafted  from  the 
brigades. 

The  business  of  this  corps  is  to  watch  over  the 
good  order  and  regularity  of  the  army,  in  camp 
quartei-s,  or  on  a  march — to  silence  all  quarrels, 
tumults,  and  riots,  detect  and  hinder  every  species 
of   marauding,  —  prevent    straggling  and   other  un- 
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soldierlike  licenses  :imong  the  troops— to  apprehend 
spies,  or  persons  whose  not  being  able  to  give  a 
good  account  of  themselves  may  render  ihem  sus- 
picious,— to  establish  and  inforce  good  regulations 
among  the  sutllers.  who  should  therefore  be  subject 
to  the  rules  prescribed  them  by  the  grand  provost, 
and  of  whom  he  is  to  keep  a  register,  frequently 
ifkspecting  their  conduct,  and  seeing  that  the  articles, 
they  offer  for  sale,  are  good  in  quality  and  at  reason- 
able prices.  These,  and  many  other  particulars,  arc 
comprehended  in  the  duties  of  the  Provost  Marshalcy  ; 
in  the  execution  of  which,  continual  patrolcs  must  be 
kept  up.  day  and  night  throughout  the  limits  of  the 
camp  and  iLs  environtw 

There  are  many  little  crimes  and  disorders,  inci- 
dent to  soldiery,  whicli  require  immediate  punish- 
ment, 'AnA  which  from  the  multiplicity  of  them,  if 
referred  to  Court  Martials,  would  create  endless 
trouble,  and  often  escape  proper  notice.  These, 
when  soldier.s  are  detected  in  the  fact,  by  the  pro- 
vost-marshals, they  ought  to  have  a  power  to  punish 
00  the  spot,  subject  Co  proper  limitations,  and  Co 
such  regulations  as  the  commander-in-chief,  accord- 
ing to  the  customs  and  usages  of  war,  shall  from 
time  to  time  introduce. 

Before  I  conclude  this  head,  1  shiill  recur  a  moment 
CO  the  subject  of  altering,  the  establishment  of  a 
battalion,  in  the  manner  proposed  under  the  preceding. 
Notwithstanding  a  company  of  light  infantry  is  added 
to  it,  there  will  be  a  considerable  reduction  of  otlicers, 
by  having  only  two  instead  of  three  subalterns  to  a 
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company  ;  and  this  reduction  will  be  greatly  increased, 
if  intirc  regiments  arc  disbanded  and  the  fighting 
part  of  the  staflT  taken  from  the  line,  not  left  separate 
and  distinct  as  heretofore.  It  becomes  an  object  of 
inquiry  what  \%  to  be  done  with  these  reduced  oflicers  : 
To  turn  then]  adrift,  1;^lthout  some  provi^on,  though 
they  insist  on  the  privilegCt  whenever  it  suits  chem 
to  continue  no  longer  in  it.  of  relinquishing  the 
service,  wears  at  least  the  appearance  of  hardship,  if 
not  of  injury  ;  and  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  subject  of 
clamor  and  complaint  with  them  all.  With  some, 
who  may  have  provided,  and  lain  themselves  out  for 
a  military'  life,  it  would  be  perhaps  a  real  grievance  1 
see  but  one  method  of  obviating  the  embarrassments 
on  this  score  and  that  not  altogether  unexceptionable- 
It  is  to  be  presumed  and  fervently  to  be  wished,  that 
every  battalion  retained  in  service,  will  be  officered  by 
Gentlemen  of  the  most  deserving  characters  and  best 
military  qualifications  in  it,  and  that  can  be  selected 
from  other  corps  belonging  to  the  same  state,  which 
may  happen  to  be  dissolved,  if  any  are. — After  this, 
should  there  remain  any  worthy  officers,  unprovided 
for,  and  that  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  some  useful 
capacity,  they  may  be  held  on  half  pay,  if  not  too 
numerous  'till  vai:ancles,  should  occur  in  the  tine  of 
their  own  States,  Others  may  be  dismissed  with  an 
allowance  of  land  proportioned  to  their  several  ranks. 

Of  Rank. 

Among  the  complicated  causes  of  complaint,   in  wk 
this  army,  none  seems  to  have  taken  deeper  root,  nor  " 
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to  have  given  more  general  dissatisfaction  than  the 
lavish  distribution  of  rank.  No  error  can  be  more 
pernicious,  than  that  of  dealing  out  rank,  with  loo 
prodigal  a  hand.  The  inconveniences  of  it  are  mani- 
fest :  It  lessens  the  value  and  splendor  ol  it,  in  some 
measure  degrades  it  into  contempt,  breeds  jealousies 
and  animosities  and  takes  away  one  of  the  most 
powerful  incitements  to  emulation. 

To  avoid  this  evil  in  future,  it  is  proposed,  that 
such  of  the  staff  as  are  entided  to  it  and  ought  to  be 
commis^sioncd,  should  be  taken  from  the  lifi&  For 
instance,  tlie  Adjutant,  Quarter  Master  and  Pay 
Master  of  each  regiment  to  be  chosen  from  the  regi- 
Oient.  they  arc  to  serve  in  ;  the  two  first  from  the 
subalterns,  the  other  from  the  subalterns,  or  cap- 
tains  according  to  the  fitness  of  the  person.  Each 
of  these  to  enjoy  double  pay,  but  to  hold  no  other 
rank  ihan  he  is  vested  with,  by  his  st-.itiun  in  (he 
line,  in  which  he  is  regularly  to  rise  ;  the  adjutant 
and  quarter  master  ceasing  to  be  such,  when  they 
arrive  at  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  the  pay  master 
when  he  attains  to  that  of  majon  The  Brigade- 
major  and  brigade  Quarter  Master  to  be  officers 
from  the  brigade,  not  exceeding  the  rank  of  Captain 
and  to  resign  those  offices  when  they  obtain  a  major- 
ity. The  future  appointments  of  Aid-de-camps  to 
the  Major  and  Lieutenant  Generals  to  be  from  the 
line,  and  they  •  *  •  to  hold  no  other  ranks,  than 
their  commissions  there  give  them  a  claim  to.  But 
as  many  good  officers  are  now  acting  in  this  capacity, 
to  the  former,  who  originally  belonged  to  the  line. 
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and  have  at  this  time  no  appointments  there,  the  rule 
ought  to  have  no  retrospective  operation  with  regani 
to  those  already  created  ;  who  ought  upon  evejy 
principle  to  preserve  their  present  rank- 

The  Secretaries  and  Aid  dc  Camps  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the  line 
for  plain  and  obvious  reasons*  The  number  which 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  business  require,  in 
addition  to  the  many  drawn  from  the  line  to  fill  tht? 
different  offices  of  the  staff,  when  it  is  considered* 
that  they  ought  all  to  be  men  of  abilities,  may  seem 
too  Urge  a  draft  upon  the  line.  But  a  consideration 
still  more  forcible  is,  that  in  a  service  £o  complex  as 
ours,  it  would  be  wrong  and  detrimental  to  restrict 
the  choice;  the  vast  divc^rsity  of  objects,  occurrences 
and  correspondencies,  unknown  in  one  more  regular 
and  less  diffusive  constantly  calling  for  talents  and 
abilities  of  the  first  rate  ;  men.  who  possess  tliem^ 
ought  to  be  taken,  wherever  they  can  be  found. 
With  respect  to  their  rank»  those  who  arc  now  in 
the  station,  ought  in  every  point  of  view  to  retain 
that,  which  they  now  hold :  some  of  them  have  been 
acting  in  these  capacities  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  others  who  quilted  the  line  of  the  army  to 
come  into  them,  would  in  the  common  course  of  pro- 
motion have  been,  at  least  as  high  as  tliey  now  arc, 
and  almost  all  of  them  have  been  in  the  service,  from 
an  early  period  of  the  war ;  in  future  those  who  hap* 
pen  to  be  from  the  army,  ought  only  to  hold  their 
rank  in  It ;  and  rise,  in  course,  like  others  in  a  sinnl;tr 
predicament :  it  is  submitted  whether  those  taken  out 
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o\  it  ought  to  have  nny  rank,  and.  if  any,  what ;  also 
what  shall  be  the  pay  in  both  cases. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  and  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, as  ihe>-  fill  places  of  the  highest  trust  and 
importance,  and  ought  to  be  Gentlemen  of  the  first 
military  characters,  should,  if  not  of  the  line,  have 
rank  conferred  upon  them,  and  not  less,  than  that  of 
Colonel. 

As  it  does  not  require  military  men  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Commissioners,  Forage  Masters  and 
Waggon  Masters,  who  are  also  looked  upon  as  the 
money  making  part  of  the  army,  no  rank  should  b« 
allowed  to  any  of  them,  nor  indeed  to  any  in  the 
departinenU,  merely  of  a  civil  nature.  Neither  -s  it, 
in  my  opinion  proper,  though  it  may  seem  a  trivial 
and  inconsequential  circumstance,  that  they  should 
wear  the  established  uniforms  of  the  army,  which 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  badge  of  military  dis- 
tinction. 

These  notations  will  add  weight  and  dignity  to 
the  fighting  part  of  the  army,  render  commissions 
valuable,  and  bringing  rank  into  the  estimation  it 
bought  to  bear,  will  make  it  a  stimulus  to  bravery 
and  enterprize  Ac  the  i^ame  time,  they  will  ease  the 
public  of  a  present,  and.  in  case  of  half  pay.  o(  a 
considerable  future  expense. 

In  speaking  of  rank  as  a  spur  to  enterprisee,  1  am 
ltd,  by  the  way,  to  hint  an  idea,  which  may  be  im- 
proved and  turned  to  no  small  advanuge.  This  is 
the  institution  of  honorary  rewards,  differing  in  de- 
gree, to  be  conferred  on  those,  who  signalize  them* 
11 
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selves,  by  any  meritorious  actions,  in  proportion  to 
the  magnitude  and  brilliancy  of  the  atchievemenL 
These  should  be  sacred  to  the  purpose  of  their  !n«tt< 
tution,  and  unactamable  by  loose  recommendations* 
or  vague,  though  arrogating  pretensions : — given 
only  upon  authentic  vouchers  of  real  desert,  from 
some  proper  board. —Congress  have  already  adopted 
the  idea,  in  particular  instances  ;  but  it  were  to  be 
wished,  il  could  be  extended  to  something  more  gen- 
eral and  systematic  I  have  not  sufficiently  employed 
my  thoughts  upon  the  subject  to  digest  them  into  a 
proposition,  as  to  the  nature,  variety  and  extent  of 
these  rewards  ;  but  I  would  in  general,  observe,  that 
they  may  consist  in  things  of  very  little  cost,  or  real 
value,  and  that  the  more  diversified  they  are, — ^the 
better.  If  judiciously  and  impartially  administered 
they  would  be  well  calculated  to  kindle  that  f^mulous 
love  of  glory  and  distinction,  to  which  may  be  imputed 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  most  illustrious  exploits 
performed  among  mankind,  and  which  is  pcculiariy 
necessary  to  be  cherished  and  cultivated  in  a  military 

life. 

Of  Promotion. 

Irregular  promotions  have  also  been  a  pregnant 
source  of  uneasiness,  discord  and  perplexity  in  this 
army.  They  have  been  the  cause  of  numerous  bick- 
erings and  resignations  among  the  officers,  and  have 
occasioned  infinite  trouble  and  vexation  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  To  rectify  mistakes  introduced  by 
accident,  inadvertency,  the  Interference  of  Stale  ap- 
pointments, or  other  means,  employed  much  of  the 
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time  of  the  General  officers,  in  the  course  of  last 
cAmpaign,  and  to  less  purpose  than  could  be  wished 
Wc  find,  that  however  injuriously  to  the  rights  of 
others,  an  officer  obtains  irregular  promotion,  he  is 
not  the  less  tenacious  of  it ;  but  it  is  with  the  utmost 
diflficuhy,  if  at  all,  he  can  be  convinced  of  the 
proprietj'  of  doing  an  act  of  justice  by  abandoning 
his  claim ;  though  he  will  confess  there  was  no  just 
CAuse  in  Ihe  first  instance,  for  giving  him  the  prefer- 
ence. But  as  it  did  happen,  he  pretends  his  honor 
would  be  wounded,  by  suffering  another,  who  is.  in 
fact,  his  inferior  to  come  over  him,  not  considering 
how  much  that  other  was  injured  by  the  act,  which 
gave  him  the  superiority. 

This,  however  shows  how  indispensably  necessary 
it  is,  to  have  some  settled  rule  of  promotion  uni- 
versally known  and  understood  and  not  to  be  deviated 
from,  but  for  obvious  and  inconlestible  reasons.  Ex- 
traordinary promotions  founded  upon  acknowledged 
worth  on  the  one  hand  and  acknowledged  demerit  on 
the  other,  would  rather  excite  emulation  than  mur- 
murs. The  prospect  of  not  being  shackled  to  the 
tedious  gradations  of  ordinary  succession,  would 
teach  the  good  oRker  to  aspire  to  an  excellence,  that 
should  entitle  him  to  more  rapid  preferment ;  and 
the  fear  of  being  superseded,  with  dishonor,  would 
teach  indifferent  ones  to  exert  more  activity,  diligence 
and  attention  than  they  otherwise  would ;  were  they 
left  in  a  listless  security,  certain  of  enjoying  the 
honor  and  emoluments  of  progressive  rank,  let  their 
conduct  be  ever  so  undeserving.    But  this  i&  a  matter 
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th^t  ought  to  be  handled  with  the  utmost  caution 
and  delicacy.  Nothing  is  more  alarming  and  preju' 
dicial  than  an  injudicious  infraction  of  rank*  It 
discourages  merit  and  fornent_s  discontent,  and  div 
ordcr  No  departure  from  the  established  maxims 
of  preferment  is  warrantable  which  is  not  founded 
upon  the  most  apparent  and  unequivocal  reasons. 

With  respect  to  the  rule  of  promotion,  proper  to 
be  observed  ;  as  1  believe  it  to  be  consistent  with  the 
general  sense  and  sentiment  of  the  army,  I  would 
propose ; — 

Tbat  promotion  should  be  regimental  to  the  rank 
of  Captain  inclusively  : — and  from  that,  in  the  line  of 
the  state  of  the  rank  of  Brigadier,  inclusively  ;  pro- 
ceeding from  that,  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  large. 

The  reason  that  promotions  in  the  line  of  a  State 
end  with  the  Brigadier,  and  are  extended  from  that 
to  the  line  of  the  army,  is,  that,  though  the  principle 
of  having  regard  to  the  proportion  of  troops  fur- 
nished by  each  state,  in  the  appointments  of  general 
officers  be  in  the  main  equitable  and-  politic  ;  yet  the 
end  proposed  from  it,  will  be  sufliciently  answered  by 
limiting  it  to  the  creation  of  Brigadiers.  If  carried 
further,  it  will  be  injurious  and  become  an  incurable 
source  of  inquietude  and  disgust.  When  once  a  man 
is  made  a  general  officer,  his  circle  of  expectation 
widens,  and  he  transfers  his  views  from  the  line  of 
his  slate  to  the  line  at  large.  He  looks  for  promo- 
tion according  to  his  seniority  in  the  scale  of  general 
officers,  and  will  not  brook  being  overleaped  by  his 
juniors  and  inferiors,  merely  because  he  had  the  ill 
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fortune  to  enter  the  service  of  bis  countrj%  in  a 
smaller,  or  less  populous  State  than  they.  These 
fcelinfifs  and  sentiments  are  universal  and  we  have  al- 
ready in  some  instances,  experienced  their  operation. 

As  four  rcglmenU,  in  the  arrangement  proposed, 
arc  required  to  constitute  a  Brij^de  and  some  states 
send  less  than  that  number  to  the  field,  a  mode 
should  be  fallen  upon  to  place  this  mailer  upon  de- 
terminate principles,  so  as  to  prevent  disputes  here- 
after. At  present  no  dil^uk/  can  anac :  because  all 
the  States,  Delaware  excepted,  have  Bngadit^rs;  but 
time  and  accident  may  remove  these,  and  give  rise 
to  contention  unless  some  rule  is  previously  fixed  and 
declared 

It  appears  to  me  absolutely  essential  that  Congress^ 
the  board  of  war*  or  some  other  body,  or  person* 
should  exercise  the  sole  power*  when  once  (he  states 
have  sent  their  regiments  into  the  field,  of  giving  and 
receiving  commissions,  tilling  vacancies  and  the  like. 
If  this  should  not  be  the  case.  I  fear,  the  confusion 
will  be  endless.  Erroneous  promotions  will  probably 
be  made,  as  heretofore,  commissions  antedated,  offi- 
cers di&fiati»lied,  time  lo^t  in  transmiuing  rt;lurns  from 
one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  and  waiting 
the  arrangements  upon  them,  the  wheels  of  the  whole 
machine,  in  consequence  clogged  and  disordered,  and 
infinite  trouble  incurred  in  putting  them  to  rights 
again- 

0/  Chaiking  fh£  Army. 

In  regard  to  cloathin^,  experience  has  evinced, 
that  tbe  mode  of  providing  hitherto  in  practice  is  by 
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no  means  adequate  lo  the  end;  and  that  unless^  our 
future  everts  are  more  effectual,  it  will  be  next  to 
impossible  to  keep  an  anny  in  the  field.  I  am  io 
hopes,  that  valuable  consequences,  will  accrue  from  a 
resolution  of  Congress  o(  the  22d  of  November,  di* 
reeling,  "That  the  several  States  from  lime  to  time, 
exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  procure,  m  addition 
to  the  allowances  of  cloathing  heretofore  made  by 
Congress,  supplies  of  blankets  &c  for  the  comfort- 
able subsistence  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their 
respective  bacalions.'' 

As  this  puts  the  business  into  a  greater  variety  of 
hanJs,  than  it  has  heretofore  been  in,  and  uixier  the 
providence  of  a  more  diffusive  attention,  besides  ex- 
citing a  laudable  rivalship,  and  operating  upon  the 
attachments  of  the  different  states, — it  will  probably 
be  not  a  httle  instrumental  in  bringing  us  the  needed 
supplies.  But  it  is  not  an  expedient  that  can  be 
relied  on  altogether ;  of  which,  I  doubt  not.  Congress 
are  fully  sensible  and  will  only  consider  it  as  an 
auxiliary  to  their  exertions.  Indeed  with  several 
states,  which  happen  to  be  more,  or  less  the  tlieatres 
of  the  war,  and  labor  under  other  local  impediments^ 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  furnish^  but  a  very  small 
part  of  their  proportion. 

For  my  own  part,  (with  alt  deference  I  speak  it) 
I  have  little  conception  that  our  extensive  wants  can 
be  completely  satisfied,  in  any  other  way,  than  by 
national  or  governmental  contracts,  between  Congress 
and  the  Court  of  France.  If  we  are  to  depend  wholly 
upon  the  resources  of  our  mercantile  credit,  they  must 
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from  the  nnturc  of  things,  be  too  limited  and  con- 
lingenL  While  the&eas  are  crowded  with  the  British 
navy,  and  no  foreign  maritime  power  is  employed  in 
the  protection  of  our  trade  ;  the  prccariousncss  of 
remittances  from  this  Continent  must  be  so  great,  as 
to  destroy  or  at  kast,  sicktn  our  commercial  credit, 
and  make  it  neither  the  interest  nor  within  the  abili- 
ties of  private  individuals  to  adventure  so  largely 
upon  that  foLndation^  as  our  necessities  demand. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  judge  with  certainty  what 
terms  we  may  be  upon  with  the  French  Courts  what 
may  have  been  already  attempted,  or  may  be  now 
ncgociating,  in  the  matter  here  suggested.  Perhaps 
the  project  of  our  national  contracts  is  not  practicable, 
but  if  It  is,  it  would  certainty  be  our  interest  to  em- 
brace iL  Besides  placing  our  supplies,  in  so  essen- 
tial an  article,  on  a  sure  and  unfailing  foundation,  it 
would  cement  the  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and,  if  discovered,  prove  a  new  and  powerful 
topic  of  hostility  between  France  and  Britain,  At 
the  same  time  I  do  not  think,  that  the  fear  of  a  dis- 
covery, from  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  France, 
lo  force  on  an  immediate  war.  supposing  it  to  exist. 
Deed  be  any  insuperable  obstacle.  Things  might  be 
conducted,  in  such  an  indirect  and  discreet  manner, 
as  to  make  them  go  on,  in  all  appearance,  as  they  do 
at  present,  and  render  a  detection  of  the  part  the 
government  bore  in  the  affair,  morally  impossible 

The  resolution,  before  cited,  recommends  to  the 
respective  states,  the  appointment  "of  one  or  more 
persons  to  dispose  of  the  articles  (procured)  to  the 
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officers  and  soMiere  in  such  proportions  ^t%  the  Gen* 
eral  officers  from  the  respective  states,  commandinjf 
in  the  army,  shall  dtrccL  and  at  such  rrasonabic 
prices  as  shall  be  assessed  by  the  CIothicr-Gcncnil 
or  his  deputy  and  be  in  just  proportion  to  the  wages 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  charging  the  surplus  to 
the  cost  of  the  United  States";  "adding  that  all 
cloathing  hereafter  to  be  supplied  to  the  officei^  and 
soldiers  of  the  contiitetit^il  army  out  uf  tlitr  public 
scores  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  bounties 
already  granted,  shall  be  charged  at  the  like  prices." 
— The  regulation  contained  in  this  clause  is  very 
wholesome,  generous  and  equitable:  It  will  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  army,  and  conduce  10  re- 
moving the  difficulties  stated  in  the  first  section  of 
these  remarks,  arising  from  the  infiuFficienc>'  of  th« 
present  provision  for  officers.  Nor  do  1  know 
whether  It  admits  of  any  improvement,  by  being 
made  more  definita  As  the  criterion  of  reasona* 
bleness  in  the  prices  seems  to  lie  with  the  Clothier- 
General,  or  deputy.  It  may,  perhaps  Ije  liable  to 
uncertainly  and  abuse,  and  may  be  the  subject  of 
dispute  between  them  and  the  officers.  If,  to  prevent 
tliis,  a  catalogue  of  rates  could  be  established  as  the 
standard,  it  would  be  desireable,  but  perhaps,  the  great 
difference  and  variety  in  the  qualit>-  and  kinds,  of 
goods  may  not  admit  of  such  a  measure. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for  each  state  co 
have  agents  for  importing  and  purchasing  goods,  tow* 
ards  its  qtiota,  of  supplies  ;  and  the  Clothier  General 
should  have  a  deputy  in  every  slate,  for  purchasing 
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al!  over  plus  articles  wanted  in  his  department,  "  pro- 
vided that  effectual  measures  be  taken  by  each  state 
for  preveniing  any  competition  between  their  agents 
or  the  Clothier  General  and  his  agents,  who  arc  ser* 
eraily  directed  to  observe  the  instructions  of  the 
respective  states,  relative  to  the  prices  of  cloathing 
purchased  within  such  state,"'  There  should  also  be 
a  sub  clothier  or  clerk  from  every  state,  constantly 
with  the  army:  to  receive  and  distribute  the  cloa- 
thing,  see  that  the  goods  brought  correspond  with  the 
invoices,  and  that  the  issues  are  made  conformable 
to  some  general  rule  established  to  do  justice  to  the 
public,  to  regiments  and  to  individuals. 

The  rule»  I  would  propose  for  issuing  and  di5;tribu- 
ting  cioathing  is  this :  That  the  captains  of  companies 
in  the  first  place  give  certificates,  containing  the  name^ 
o(  hi*  men,  with  the  particular  wants  of  each : — That 
these  be  digested  into  a  regimental  return,  signed  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  regiment ;  That  the  pay 
master  draw  the  cloathing,  lodging  the  regimental 
rclum.  so  signed,  with  the  Clothier  as  a  voucher  for 
the  delivery,  who  is  to  keep  an  account  with  lUc  regi* 
ment  for  the  same ;  That  the  pay  master,  retaining 
the  certificates  for  his  own  government,  distribute  the 
cloathing  to  the  men,  agreeable  to  them,  taking  their 
receipts  ami  keeping  an  exact  account  with  every  in- 
dividual, which  he  can  easily  do,  as  he  is  supposed  to 
have  accounts  open  for  their  monthly  pay  :  And.  that 
all  cloathing.  delivered  to  the  men,  be  given  credit  for 
tn  the  pay  rolls,  witli  accounts,  signed  by  the  sub 
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clothmrs  annexed,  for  the  information  of  the  Pay 
Master  General. 

To  make  soldiers  look  well  and  bestow  proper 
attention  and  care  upon  their  cloathsr  they  ouf;^ht  to 
receive  them  at  stated  periods.  This  gives  a  taste 
for  decency,  and  uniformity  and  makes  the  officers 
regardful  of  the  appearance  of  the  men  :  a  matter  of 
no  small  moment  in  an  army,  as  tending  to  promote 
health,  and  foster  a  becoming  pride  of  dress,  which 
raises  soldiers  in  their  own  esteem  and  makes  them 
respectable  to  their  enemy. 

The  periods  I  would  fix  upon  for  delivery,  are  on 
the  first  days  of  June  and  January'.  In  June  should 
be  given  a  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  HanncI,  if  to  be 
had,  two  pair  of  linnen  ovc^ralK  one  shtrC.  a  black 
stock  of  hair,  or  leather,  a  small  round  hat  bound  and 
a  pair  of  shoes.  In  Januar)\  a  waistcoat  to  be  worn 
>over  the    former,  close    in    the    skirts    and    double 

breasted,  resembling  a  sailor's ,  to  have  a  collar 

and  Cliff  of  a  different  color,  in  order  to  distinguish 
llie  regiment,  a  pair  of  breeches,  woolen  overalls,  yam 
stockings,  shirt,  woolen  cap,  and  a  blanket  when 
really  necessary.  Watch  coats  ought  if  possible,  to 
be  provided  for  sentinels.  Whatever  might  b«  fur- 
nished more  than  these,  the  soldier  ought  to  have 
stopped  out  of  his  pay.  upon  the  terms  fixed  by 
Congress,  in  their  late  resolve  ;  a  list  of  llie  cloathing 
to  be  kept  by  the  commanding  officer  of  each  com- 
pany, an  inspection  into  them  made  at  least  once  a 
week,  and  punishment  inflicted  or  restitution  made 
for  ev^ry  article  missing,  unless  well  accounted  for. 
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If  it  could  be  done  which  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
it  would  be  well  to  discnminate  the  troops  of  each 
state — by  the  color  of  their  deaths  and  each  regi- 
menl  by  that  of  the  collar  and  cuff. 

If  this  plan  could  be  adopted  and  a  quantity  of 
supernumerary  articles  laid  In,  for  occasional  demands, 
our  men  would  appear  infinitely  better,  be  much 
healthier,  and  the  army  a  great  deal  stronger  than  it 
commonly  Is. 

The  Clothier-General  ought  to  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  enter  iniocontracts.  for  as  large  quantities 
as  possible  o(  shoes  and  stockings  to  be  manufactured 
in  the  Country.  These  are  articles,  that  can  least  be 
dispensed  with,  and  the  deficiency  of  which  we  have 
most  severely  felt. — A  Mr.  Henry,  of  Lancaster,  I  am 
told,  would  contract  for  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
pair  of  shoes,  annually,  to  be  paid  for  in  raw  hides. 
The  number  of  cattle  killed  for  the  consumption  of 
the  army  enable  us  to  make  this  contract  to  great 
advantage. 

Of  ihe  Quarter  Masttr  Genrrafs  Dtpartmtnt. 

In  this  department  are  comprehended  Forage 
Masters,  Waggon  masters,  artificers,  &c,,  with  all 
Ibcir  appendages.  It  is  a  department  of  great  trust 
and  magnitude^  on  the  due  administration  of  which 
all  the  operations  of  an  army  essentially  depend. 
The  person  who  fills  it  ought  to  be  a  miUtar>'  charac- 
ter— a  man  of  abilities  of  business  and  activity,  well 
versed  in  the  resources  of  the  country'  and  of  suffi- 
cient prudence  and  rectitude,  to  exercise  hb  ofiice. 
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in  drawing  the  necessar)'  supplies,  in  a  manner,  least 
distressing  to  the  inhabitants. 

Hi$  duty  requiring  him  to  be  almost  constantly 
with  the  army,  to  see  and  know  lis  wants,  superintend 
ihc  riiov foments  of  his  department  in  the  diiTcfrcm 
branches,  and  to  prevent  or  rectify  the  abuses  that 
may  be  creeping  into  it. — he  will  stand  in  need  of 
assistants,  to  execute  the  business,  abroad  under  his 
direction.  It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
these  assistants,  that  will  be  requisite;  circumstances 
vary  and  must  govern.  But  I  cannot  forbear  obseiv* 
ing,  that  some  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  restrain 
that  extravagant  rage  of  deputation,  now  too  prcva* 
lent  among  us.  It  has  served  to  create  a  number  of 
mere  sinecures,  and  to  render  the  execution  of  every 
office  more  perplexed,  more  expensive  and  less  satis- 
factory than  formerly,  both  to  the  army  and  country, 

I  should  imagine,  that  a  great  part  of  the  business 
of    this   department    might    be    managed    by    con*   ^, 
tracts  with   people  capable  of  performing   them  and  ^M 
bound  by  sufficient  securities.     This  would  unburthen    ^ 
the   public  of  large    sums    now    paid   in    stationary 
wages,    often    for   temporary    purposes,    and    would 
perhaps  answer  the  end  of  supplies  better     Standing 
wages  arc  very  apt  to  beget  indolence  and  tnatten- 
tion,  and  commonly  continue  an   incumbrance,  when 
the  cause  that  gave  rise  to  appointments  ceases  to 
exist  from  the  difficulty-  of  throwing  off  the  pt;rsons 
to  whom  they  were  given  ;  on  which  account  they 
ought   to  be    avoided^  whenever  any  point  can   be 
effected  without  them. 
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1  am.  also  unacquainted  with  the  number  of  per- 
sons the  Quarter  Master  General  may  find  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  in  camp  or  elsewhere  as  store  keepers 
clerks  and  the  like  :  but  under  the  of  these 

remarks  I  have  given  my  opinion  of  all  the  Assistant 
Quarter  Masters  required  in  the  subordinate  duties 
of  the  office  in  camp.  More  than  these  should  not 
be  allowed.  Division  Quarter  Masters.  Foriige  Mas- 
masters  and  Wagfvon  Masters  should   be  abolished. 

Who  may  be  in  contemplation  to  fill  the  place  of 
Quarter  Master  Gererai  is  as  yet  to  me  unknown^ 
and  equally  indifferent,  provided  he  be  a  fit  person. 
But  in  making  the  appointment,  not  a  moment's 
time  should  be  lost.  The  least  procrastination  will  be 
extremely  prejudicial  as  the  season  is  already  far 
advanced,  which  we  ought  to  be  improving:  in  prep- 
arations for  the  next  campaign.  Every  thing  is  to 
be  done  ; — the  old  waggons  to  be  repaired,  new 
ones  provided,  horses  and  pack  saddles  procured. 
Bell  tents  for  arms  and  tents  for  the  men,  haversacks 
and  knapsacks  made,  tools  of  different  kinds  prepared, 
and  artificers  and  waggoners  engaged. 

And  here  I  shall  uke  occasion  to  declare,  that  how- 
ever inconvenient  it  maybe  to  the  Quarter  Masters 
to  provide  or  expensive  to  the  public  to  pay  for  wag- 
goners, it  ought,  nevertheless,  at  all  events,  tobc  done- 
Sold  icrs  are  drafted  for  waggoners  and  many  other 
purposes,  by  which  their  services  in  the  line  arc  en- 
tirely superseded,  while  they  actually  compose  a  part 
of  our  numbers,  and  appear  on  the  returns  to  com- 
pose part  of  our  strength.     Thi»  may  be  tolerated  in 
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quarters  or  in  a  5<fi4son  of  inaction,  though  ev«;n  then 
the  soldiers  would  be  better  cniploycd  in  learning  the 
duties  of  their  profession  ;  but  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  in  the  progress  of  the  campaign,  as  has 
been  of  late  the  invariable  practice. 

Several  new  rf^gulations,  will  I  liclieve  be  neee^ 
sary  in  the  Forage  department,  the  particulars  of 
which,  the  Gentlemen  at  the  head  of  it  will  be  best 
able  CO  point  out 

One  thing  I  shall  observe,  chat  the  manner  of  pay- 
ing the  Forage  Master  has  been  a  subject  of  dtsctis- 
aion.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  allowing  a 
commission  instead  of  a  fixed  d(^ierminatepay,  opens 
a  wide  door  to  fraud,  and  peculation.  In  mentioning 
this  not  the  least  insinuation  15  intended  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  gentleman,  now  acting  in  this  capacity, 
it  IS  merely  hinted,  as  a  matter  worth  consideration 
on  general  principles- — I  think  however,  it  may  be 
safely  asserted,  that  the  assistant  forage  masters  are 
not  in  general  so  accurate  as  they  ought  to  be.  in  re* 
ceiving  or  delivering  forage,  and  that  depending  too 
much  upon  the  farmcjrs  reports  and  thetr  own  con- 
jectures the  public  pays  for  much  more  than  the 
receive. 

We  have  to  lament  that  we  are  suffering  exc 
ingly  from  a  scarcity  of  forage ;  an  article  not  less 
essential  to  the  well  being  of  an  army*  than  that  of 
provisions.  Should  we  be  able  to  shift  through  the 
winter,  this  want  will  be  no  small  obstacle  and  delay 
to  our  operations  in  the  spring ;  especially  as  we  arc 
exhausting  the  small  stock  now  on  the  spot,  which  will 
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probably  be  the  immediate  scene  of  them.  We  have 
numbers  of  horses  dying  da/ly  for  the  want  of  prov- 
ender; what  then  must  become  of  them,  when  it 
grows  scarcer  and  the  distance  to  fetch  it  greater? 
How  ar(^  magajiines  to  be  formed,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances? And  without  magazines  how  are  our 
horses  to  be  supported  in  the  early  part  of  the  next 
campaign:  when  their  number  shall  be  greatly  aug- 
mented. These  are  serious  questions,  not  easy  of 
solution,  and  are  proposed  that  every  exertion  may 
be  made  to  avert  an  evil  of  no  small  consequence* 

A  waggon  Master  General  is  a  necessary  officer, 
and  there  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  public,  if 
t!ie  duties  of  tJic  office  were  dischargcJ  by  ;in  active 
Gtreful  man,  who  would  make  a  judicious  choice  of 
deputies,  and  not  be  himself  above  his  business,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  most  of  those  heretofore  in 
this  line*  They  have  been  apt  to  indulge  fantastical 
notions  of  rank  and  Importance  ;  and  assume  titles 
very  inapplicable  to  their  stations  ;  which  have  served 
to  destroy  a  great  part  of  their  usefulness  ;  and  make 
them  the  objects  of  general  contempt,  and  resent- 
ment- Thi*  inconvenience  must  be  obviated  in 
future  by  allowing  no  r^nk  lo  any  of  them,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest. 

The  numl)er  of  assistants  requisite  cannot  be  pre- 
cisely ascertained,  as  it  must  depend  upon  the  num- 
ber of  waggons.  There  must  be  one  to  each  brigade 
to  superintend  the  baggage  waggons;  but  how 
many  will  be  wanted  to  take  the  charge  of  forage, 
provisions  and  for  a  variety  of  other  purposes,  I  am 
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ai  a  loss  to  jufige.  This  muHt  be  left  lo  the  quarlrr 
master  (general,  of  whose  department,  thi&  is  a  branch, 
and  to  the  waggon  master  General,  who  is  the  immc 
diatc  agent>  One  deputy  however  to  e\er>'  twenty 
waggons  appears  to  me  fully  sufficient. 

The  men  employed  in  this  capacity  should  be] 
plain,  sober,  diligent  men,  acciuainled  with  the  matv 
agement  o(  horses  and  waggons,  and  untainted  with 
absurd  fancies  of  gentility;  who  would  understand 
the  end  and  design  of  th^ir  appointment,  and  nol 
cont;ider  the  means  of  making  themselves  useful,  as 
a  degradation  of  their  imaginary  dignity, 

I  shall  cio^e  this  head  with  an  observation  on  the 
mode  hitherto  in  practice  of  estimating  and  paying, 
for  damages  done  by  the  army  in  quarters,  ox  in  tht 
field  ;  which  ajj[jears  to  me  objectionable,  on  ^teveral 
accounts*     The  payments  have  usually    been  made, 
on  certificates  of  appraisement  by  farmers  or  other  ^ 
persons  In   the  neighborhood  of  the  parties  injun;4^| 
— cho£en  by  themselves  and  whenever  the  accounts 
were  presented  and  there  was  money  in  hand  to  pay 
them.     This  mode  is  unequal  and  gives  the  injured 
party  an  evident  advantage  over  the  public ;  and  ha^j 
no  doubt  in  many  instances  been  attended  with  grossj 
impositions.      Besides  this  defect,  it  would   probabl' 
promote  the  service  and  be  productive  of  more  r^U' 
larity,  if  a  fixed  time  was  appointed,  when  these  pay-      i 
ments  should  be  made.      There  would   not  be  such.^| 
frequent  large  drafts  upon  the  Quarter  Master,  in  the  ^ 
most  active  part  of  a  campaign,  when  he  wants  money 
for  more  pressing  exigencies,  and  the  entries  of  his 
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disbursements  might  be  made  with  more  order  and 
exactness  i(  these  were  deferred  to  a  time  of  greater 
leisure.  It  is  submitted  in  the  first  place  whether 
the  appointment  of  two,  or  more  persons  would  not 
be  proper  to  accompany  the  army,  constantly,  (or  the 
puqK)se  of  ascertaining  damages,  with  a  like  number 
of  persons  chosen  by  the  parly  interested  ;  whoaM; 
certificates  should  be  a  sufficient  justification  Co  the 
Quarter  Master,  for  paying  them :  and  in  the  second 
place,  what  time  or  limes  would  be  proper  to  f^attsfy 
demands  of  this  nature.  Perhaps  two  different  peri- 
ods would  be  best,  both  in  the  interval  of  tranquility, 
* — one  a  lilllc  after  the  entrance  of  the  army  into 
Winter  Quarten;,  and  the  other  just  before  the 
opening  of  the  campaign* 

0/  the  Commissary s  dtparlmenf. 

This  department  has  been  all  alon^  tn  a  very  defec- 
tive and  for  soine  time  in  a  very  deplorable  situation. 
One  important  change  has  already  taken  place,  in  it; 
since  which  it  has  been  with  the  utmost  difficulty  wc 
were  able  to  keep  the  army  together  Whether  this 
proceeded  from  the  revolution  being  ill-timed,  or  too 
great,  from  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  of  executing 
the  office  being  multiplied,  or  from  the  present  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  it,  not  having  yet  had  leisure 
lo  digest  his  plan  and  form  his  connexions, — 1  shall 
not  undertake  lo  delcrmine.  But  unless  a  very  con* 
siderable  alteration  shortly  takes  place  I  see  no  pros- 
pect of  adequate  supplies  for  the  succeeding  campaign. 

To  attempt  supplying  the  army  from  hand  to  mouth 
ft 
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(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phrase)  scarcely  ever  having 
more  than  two  or  three  days  provisions  before  hand, 
and  sometimes  being  as  much  in  arrears,  is  a  danger- 
ous and  visionary  experiment  We  shall  ever  be 
liable  to  experience  want  in  the  most  critical  junc- 
tures, as  we  have  frequently  done  heretofore  ;  ami  to 
suspend  or  forego  the  mo&t  interesting  movements 
on  account  of  it.  Whether  the  first  establishment  of 
this  deparimeni — the  present — or  the  mode  of  sup- 
plying the  army  by  contract  at  certain  stipulated 
rates,  be  preferable,  is  a  question  not  for  me  to  de* 
cide,  though  well  worth  a  strict  and  candid  examine*- 
tion.  But  I  shall  not  scruple  in  explicit  terms  to 
declare,  that  unless  ample  magazines  arc  laid  up  in 
the  course  of  tliis  iwinler  and  the  approaching  springs 
nothing  favorable  is  to  be  looked  for»  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  next  campaign  ;  but  our  arms,  enfeebled 
by  the  embarrassments  of  irregular  and  fluctuating 
supplies  of  provisions  will  reap  no  other  fruits  than 
disgrace  and  disappointment  To  obviate  this,  no 
possible  exertion  should  be  omitted  ;  tlie  ablest  and 
best  qualified  men  in  the  several  states^  whence  pro- 
visions are  drawn,  should  be  called  forth  to  aid  in  the 
matter, — such  as  are  acquainted  with  the  resources 
of  the  country'  and  may  have  been  conversant  in 
business  of  the  kind- 

The  choosing  of  fit  places  for  magazines  in  defen- 
sivewar  is  equally  momentous  and  dlRScult.  Expence 
and  haiard  are  naturally  incident  to  them  ;  because 
the  possible  movements  of  an  enemy  must  ever  be 
conjectural  and  it  is  precarious  when,  where,  and 
often,  how  they  arc  to  be  removed.     According  to 
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present  apprarances.  magaxincs  any  where  in  the  rear 
of  the  army  from  Lancaster  to  the  North  River  would 
not  be  amisfi,  and  the  more  numerous  they  are,  the 
better;  as  their  multiplicity,  decreasing  the  import- 
ance of  each,  would  leave  no  one  a  ^ufTicit^nt  object 
of  enterprise;  enhance  the  trouble  of  destroying 
them*  and  lessen  the  labor  and  expence  of  forming 
them  in  the  first  instance. 

Whether  the  Commissaries  should  be  dependent 
upon  the  Quarter  masters  for  teams,  or  be  empowered 
to  provide  for  themselves,  is  a  matter  they  can 
perhaps  best  settle  between  themselves.  But  it  is 
necessary  they  should  come  to  some  agreement,  or 
determination  upon  the  subject,  to  remove  the  incon* 
veniences  hitherto  incurred  on  this  score  ;  the  com- 
missaries halving  frequently  imputed  the  deficiency  of 
supplies  to  ^  want  of  tlie  means  of  transportation. 

It  is  a  point  of  prodigious  consequence  and  in 
which  we  have  been  amazingly  deficient  that  vinegar, 
vegetables,  and  soap  should  be  regularly,  and  abun* 
dantly  furnished  to  the  army;  nothing  contributing 
more  than  thin  to  the  health,  comfort  and  content- 
ment of  soldiers  Certainly  there  are  no  inniurmount- 
able  obstacles  to  doing  it ;  and  if  not,  no  pains  should 
be  spared  to  accomplish  so  valuable  an  end. 

A  ration  should  be  more  precisely  defined  than  it 
now  is.  and  the  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  allowed 
the  soldier,  fixed.  It  should  also  be  considered 
whether  any  and  what  quantity  should  be  allowed 
officers  at  the  public  expence  ;  at  oil  events  the  Com- 
missaries should  be  obliged  to  provide  for  them,  if  at 
their  own  charge,  as  they  would  otherwise  have  no 
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opportunity  of  getting  it,  and  in  the  hard  and  fatigti- 
ing  service  they  pa&s  through^  it  U  indispensable,  even 
to  the  most  temperate  men. 

Of  ihi  //ospiial  d^/rarimeni. 

There  ever  have  been*  and,  1  fear  will  continue 
difllic^uUies  and  iinperf eel  ions  in  this  departmenL 
What  they  are  particularly,  or  whence  arising,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  minutely  to  enter  into,  as  1  have 
neilh^r  had  leisure  nor  opportunity  to  examine  its 
present  constitution  with  a  critical  eye.  One  power- 
ful reason^  no  doubt,  of  its  not  producing  so  fully 
the  advantages  to  be  hoped  for,  from  it.  is  the  ex- 
treme scarcity  of  proper  supplies  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  9ick, 

But  one  thing,  which  has  had  a  very  pernicious  in- 
fluence.  is  the  continual  jealousies  and  altercation, 
subsisting  between  the  hospital  and  regimental 
surgeons,  they  seem  always  to  be  at  variance,  and 
recriminating  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  upon  each 
othen  The  regimental  surgeons  complain,  that  for 
want  of  medicines  ami  other  necessaries,  they  are 
disabled  from  giving  that  assistance  in  slight  cases, 
and  in  the  first  stages  of  more  dangerous  complaints, 
which  would  serve  to  check  ihelr  progress  to  ina* 
turity  and  save  the  lives  of  the  soldierj'.  The 
hospital  surgeons  reply»  that  their  stores  are  in- 
capable of  bearing  the  excessive  drafts,  which  the 
profusion  and  carelessness  of  the  regimental  sur- 
geons, would  make  upon  them,  if  indulged  in  their 
demands. 

1  shall  not  attempt  to  decide  the  merits  of  thb 
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<lisputc,  aor  can  I  conceive  any  adequate  mode  of 
adjusting  the  dtfft^rence.  But  one  would  imagine,  it 
might  not  be  impossible,  to  Ox  some  general  rule 
of  allowance,  by  which  the  supplies  to  regimental 
surgeons  might  be  regulated  ;  and  to  make  them 
accountable  for  the  right  and  ceconomical  application 
of  what  they  received. 

At  all  evefilfi,  as  the  accommodation  of  the  sick 
and  the  preservation  of  men's  lives  are  ihe  first  and 
great  objects  to  be  consulted  ;  the  regimental  sur* 
geoos  ought  not  to  be  destitute  of  a  reasonable 
quantity  of  medicines  and  other  conveniences,  of 
which  the  sick  stand  in  need.  The  ill  effects  of  it 
arc  many  and  glaring.  Either  men.  at  every  slight 
indication  of  disease,  must  be  sent  away  to  distant 
hospitals,  and  the  army  unnecessarily  deprived  of 
the  services  of  numbersj  who,  if  ihe  means  were  at 
hand,  might  in  a  day  or  two  be  restored;  or  they 
must  remain  without  proper  assistance  till  their  dis- 
eases confirm  themselves,  and  with  regard  Co  many, 
get  beyond  the  power  of  cure. 

Other  ill  consequences,  that  have  attended  the 
sending  so  many  men  away  to  a  distance  from  the 
army,  arc  desertions,  and  the  waste  of  arms  and 
cloaching ;  for  which  reasons  it  ought  to  be  avoided 
as  much  as  possible.  To  prevent  these  evils,  as  far 
as  it  can  be  done,  a  field  officer  is  stationed  at  each 
hospital  to  see  the  arms  of  the  soldiers,  carefully 
deposited  at  their  admission  into  it,  cake  care  of  them 
in  their  convalescent  state,  and  send  them  on  to  join 
their  regiments,  under  proper  officers,  so  soon  as 
they  arc  fit  for  duty. 
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Of  ike  Pay  Masttr  GeneraVs  DeparlfnetU. 

This  department  is  well  conducted  so  far  as  de- 
pends upon  the  Gi^ntleman  at  the  head  of  it ;  but  the 
ivant  of  money,  which  too  freqtienily  happens,  is 
extremely  injurious  to  our  affairs.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  observe  that  besides  feeding  and  cloathing  a 
soldier  well,  nothing  is  of  greater  Importance  than 
paying  him  with  punctuality,  and  it  \%  perhaps  more 
essential  in  our  army,  than  in  any  other,  because  our 
men  are  worse  supplied,  and  more  nrcessitouH  and 
the  notions  of  implicit  subordination^  not  being  a» 
yet,  sufficiently^  ingrafted  among  them,  they  arc 
more  apt  to  reason  upon  ihelr  rights,  and  readier  to 
manifest  their  scn&ibility  of  any  thing  that  has  the 
appearance  of  injustice  to  them  ;  in  which  light  they 
consider  their  being  kepi  out  of  their  pay,  after  it  is 
due, — Nor  does  the  evil  end  here;  the  inhabitants, 
■who  through  choice,  accident,  or  necessity  have  any 
pecuniary  concerns  with  the  army,  finding  themsrlves 
frequently  disappointed  in  the  payments  they  have  a 
right  to  expect,  grow  dissatisfied  and  clamorous; — 
the  credit  of  the  army,  and  which  is  nearly  the  same 
thing,  the  credit  of  the  continent  is  impaired — our 
supplies,  of  course,  are  impeded,  and  the  price  of 
every  article  we  want,  raised.  This  circumstance  is 
not  among  the  least  causes  of  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency. 

Of  the  Commissary  of  Muster's  Dtpartt, 

The  duties  of  this  officer  are.  I  bcHcvc,  discharged 
with  fidelity  and  care  by  the  Gentleman  at  the  head 
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of  iL     No  complaint  has  ever  come  to  my  ear,  either 
of  him,  or  his  deputies. 

0/  ihf  Commissary  of  Prisoners'  DffiarU. 

Th«  business  of  this  department,  as  far  as  I  am 
yet  capable  of  judging  is  in  good  hands  and  going  on 
a  proper  train. 

Of  Audiiors  of  Aeiounis^ 

The  want  of  such  an  institution  has  been  much 
felt,  and  I  am  very  happy  it  is  at  length  adopted. 
The  sooner  the  gentlemen  appointed  enter  upon  the 
exectjtion  of  their  office,  the  better,  as  much  necessary 
business  waits  their  regulating  hand.  The  public  has 
sustained  a  los^  of  many  thousands,  which  might  have 
been  prevented,  by  the  negligence,  dishonesty,  ard 
death  of  numberless  officers. 

Having  run  through  the  different  distributions  of 
the  army  as  composed  of  horse  and  fool,  with  all  the 
departments  depending  thereon,  and  offered  such 
remarlcs  as  occurred  to  me  on  the  several  subjects, — 
I  proceed  to  the  mention  of  two  departments  com- 
monly considered  as  separate  and  distinct — the  Artil- 
lery and  Engineering. — 

0/  ikf  Artilltry  Dtfiariment 

This  department,  if  the  arrangements  and  measures 
in  contemplation  meet  with  proper  countenance  and 
support,  bids  fair  to  be  upon  z.  very  res^pectablc  estab- 
lishment. A  plan  was  agreed  upon  not  long  since, 
between  General  Knox  and  myself,  for  the  formation 


J44 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[<77« 


of  four  battalions,  which  was  intended  to  be  presented 
to  Congress ;  that  if  approved  by  them,  it  niij;rht  be 
recommended  to  the  several  States,  It  is  now  sub- 
mitted to  ttie  consideration  of  the  Committee — 

We  have,  at  this  time,  three  imperfect  battalions  of 
Artillery  in  the  field,  besides  some  detached  compa- 
nies, which  have  never  been  regularly  JncorporatetL 
These  together  make  1370,  including  officers:  to 
which,  Harrison's  battalion  of  Virginia  being  added, 
would  amount  to  1970.  The  deficiency  of  the  four 
battalions  on  thin  State,  will  be  910,  which,  it  is  pro- 
posed,  should  be  raised  by  the  dilTcrcnt  states  agree- 
able to  the  following  arrangcoienL 
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In  the  above  are  included  all  the  oflliccrs  except 
the  Brigadier,  field  and  staff  ofificers  ;  and,  if  com- 
pleted would  prevent  the  necessity,  of  the  pernicious 
practice  of  drafting  frori  the  battalions. 

General  Knox  communicated  to  me,  more  than 
two  months  ago  an  estimate  of  ordnance  and  ord" 
nance  stores ;  which  he  had  prepared  to  send  to  the 
board  of  War,  for  the  supplies  of  the  next  campaign, 
agreeable  to  their  request.  Nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  an  enquiry  what  has  been  done  in  consequence. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  in  this  place  to  give  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  any  arsenal  or  depositary  of  stores 
at  Albany,  in  the  present  situntion  of  the  North 
River  is  improper.  It  would  be  loo  easily  accessible 
and  exceedingly  liable  to  be  surprised  and  destroyed. 
Indeed  il  ought  to  be  a  general  rule  to  have  every 
kind  of  magazines  as  far  advanced  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country,  and  as  remote  from  the  sea*coast 
or  from  the  sides  of  navigable  rivers,  as  the  nature  and 
design  of  them  will  permit  We  have  seen  the  effects 
of  not  attending  duly  to  this  precaution. 

0/  ihi   Enginterin^  DtpartmmL 

The  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  this  department 
appears  to  be  a  man  of  science  knowledge  in  his 
profession  and  zeal  in  the  cause.  He  complains, 
that  he  has  not  assistant  Engineers  enough  to  exe- 
cute the  various  duties  of  his  office,  and  wishes  for  an 
augmentation  of  the  number.  He  also  proposesthat 
three  companies  of  workmen  should  be  formed  to  be 
instructed  in  the  fabrication  of  ali  kinds  of  ticld 
works,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  manual  and  mcchani- 
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cal  part,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  teach  the 
fatigue  parties  to  execute  the  works  with  celerity,  an 
exactness,  which  could  not  otherwise  be  expected 
from  men  entirely  iinpracticed  in  the  matter.  These 
companies,  he  would  have  to,  consist  of  a  Captain, 
three  lieutenants,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals  and 
sixty  privates  each  : — the  commissioned  officers  to  be 
tntciligent  and  skilled  in  some  branches  of  the  math- 
ematics ,  lliK  non-com  missioned  officers  to  be  sober, 
sensible  men  and  capable  of  writing  a  legible  hand, 
and  the  whole  corps  to  consist  of  men  of  good  char- 
acters, of  diligence  and  inlcgrily-  In  considera- 
tion of  these  qualifications,  and  the  extra  dut>% 
confinement  and  hazard  they  must  encounter,  being 
always  furemost  in  danger  to  repair  the  injuries  done 
any  (onification  by  the  enemy's  fire,  and  to  prosecute 
works,  in  the  face  of  it,  the  corps  is  to  have  extraordi- 
nary pay.  This  proposition  appears  rcason;iblc  and 
promises  a  degree  of  utility,  that  out  weighs  the  cost. 
These  companies,  if  formed,  arc  to  be  solely  under 
the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  to  have  the 
care  of  all  the  intrenching  tools  of  the  army. 

Condustan. 

I  shall  now  in  the  last  place  beg  leave  to  subjoin  a 
few  matters,  unconnected  with  the  general  subject  of 
these  remarks,  or  not  recollected  in  their  proper 
places,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Committee  is 
requested. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  foreign  officers,  who 
have  been  commissioned  and  never  designated  to  any 
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particular  command ;  and  who  cannot  without  dis- 
placing others,  be  brought  into  the  line?  Such  of 
them  as  possess  any  competency  of  military  knowl- 
edge, and  arc  otherwise  men  of  character,  I  have 
sometimes  thought,  if  they  understood  enough  of  our 
language  might  be  employed  as  As^^istant  Inspectoni. 
At  other  times,  I  have  judged  it  best,  if  practicable^ 
to  form  them  into  a  corps  by  themselves,  but  most  of 
them  being  field  officers,  the  difiticiilty  of  getting  men 
for  such  a  corps,  unless  deserters  and  prisoners  were 
enlistedi  (which  I  have  ever  looked  upon  as  impolitic) 
appeared  to  me  an  insurmountable  objection. 

The  enemy  have  set  every  engine  at  work  against 
us.  and  have  actually  called  savages,  and  even  our 
own  slaves  to  their  assistance  ; ' — would  it  not  be  well 


*  Tbe  diffifuliy  MrodQicml  in  cmnf»l«ttn£  tti«  Oniin^nral  oimy  iiiei[««i«d  to 
Ccocral  Vanum  the  pToprielf  of  riiting  ■  bfltulion  of  ntgtoet  lo  miltv  qp  (he 
fiQpa-Eiwi  vf  Ilboilc  IsUnd  in  the  ConliiicnUl  viii^^  lie  kubEHilKd  ihc  aug. 
fHtion  1o  Witliin^ron.  Jmiiivr  3.  y}!^,  wt^J)  unT  \x  (o  The  H1lo<E«  UUnd 
KxMOtiTc  «ti)i«ut  a  word  of  ifiprovkl  or  dii^ppfoval,  Th«  L,«|tihl4lure  □!  (ti«t 
Suif  At  oQte  pa»ed  a  Uw,  not  wiiboqi  hfoio  oppotiiihin  boinc  m^d^,  Lflowiit^^ 
■njr  Ablv-bodlol  Dcgro,  malatio.  or  IndUn  mcLn^iiVp  In  ib?  Stale  lr>rrtliil  bth« 
btttUiUoii*  »idO|t  for  CdDlifi«B(*1  htvEc«,  id<1  lh«  acl  of  enlisnng  thould 
libcrslG  ■  aJ^ic  fcvDi  viy  liin<l  *>l  Krvituttv,  wliilc  CDlJtl^Ti|£  him  to  *U  ibe 
»a|;r^  tKiuiifiniH  And  cnconnEcmpai^;  Kiven  liy  C^jri^rtiM  T<»  a  vhUc  Kjidicr 
ImK  mti>  thvii  Mrvicc,  The  C-cA'<mur  hu[>cU  lo  «n]iil  ifaTce  hunUnd  tttvf«, 
^Aujtusl  lti<  "ncvly  iftt¥«d  trUck  icgimcrl/*  andcr  CoL  GrcDnc^  dldi-ood 
rfoe  U  the  Zutt3e  of  Rhode  Island. 

Tha  |:ttM>paBltioa  a[  Vernua  th  (iie  tint  tugg^ition  ol  Itw  kind  to  be  foaad  «1 
tbsl  time  A  fe*r  dayii  nfCcr  llic  (-encial  lud  vni  in  hii  IcIECf.  CuL  joha 
l^wins  wrQC*  (o  bin  fAdtrr»  iRik[(i|;  i  \imjlu  prEh|H>«Hl  tii  tuj^iiicrit  (he 
CttAliDttit*!  fon^ '*  fnm  iin  unrripd  boirrr4,"  *' i  would  dring  tl^urnlwn- 
ItU  good  t  lkiit»  1  wuciJd  ndvAacf  ibotc  Mho  m  onjmtly  dcprvcd  '>f  ibd  rii^hm 
of  muiklDd  to  ■  iu(«  wlilch  wnnld  fae  i  proper  cndaUoa  belwccD  ibjccl 
iUwry,  tod  p<r|«c(  libert/,  ind  b(4id«  I  UD  peruibled  IhaL  tl  1  could  obiatn 
■atbaciiir  for  ibc  parpoK.  1  wculd  luve  a  corpt  «4  ibch  raen  trained, 
aBiformJy  vUd,  cqutpprd  and  rrwly  in  rvrry  mprcl  (o  ke  al  Itie  opeaing  ol 
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to  employ  two  or  three  hundred  Indians  against 
General  Howe  s  army  the  ensuing  campaign  ?  There 
18  a  Gentleman  now  in  camp*  who  would  1  imagine; 
be  able  to  bring  half  that  number  of  Cherokees^  and 
1  should  think,  the  Kcvcrend  Mr  Kirkland,  might  be 
able  to  influence  a  like  number  of  the  Northern 
tribes.  Such  a  body  of  Indians  joined  by  some  of  S 
our  woodmen  would  probably  strike  no  small  terror 
into  the  British  and  foreign  troops,  particularly  the 
new  comers.  The  good  resulting  from  the  measure, 
if  these  savages  can  be  kept  in  the  field  at  so  gineat  a  ^| 
distance  from  rheir  native  haunts — would  more  than 
compensate  for  the  trouble  and  expence  they  might 
cost  us. 

Col.  Morgan,  when  he  left  camp  desired  to  know 


the  nfli<  cunj»igD>  The  riclictilc  Ihai  mif  bv  thmvm  on  iht  color  t  d<ipi»t 
b««OM  I  fefn  tore  fs\  fflndering  esficnh*!  MTvieo  10  my  ro«o(rf.  I  un  drH  <f 
tbe  liLhj^oi  iT^th  which  so  lacred  ■  wir  u  thJi  \%  ckrrletl  rOt" — 14  fuioirj, 
177S.  Jtcnry  I^UTtr^^  srfiai  to  have  roivfE  ohfiacLH,  fr^^  rhesan  Hiunttd  n> 
Ihc  subjcci  o"  Frhniary  »J  :  r^ie«  w±a  "  ihiit  mf^HStrMii  popular  prejodic*, 
Open  tnoulhe^  fL^iaal  iite,  of  underUluni^  to  Iranrftiriii  bcinf-i  nlmovL  irrnliciaftl, 
into  VEll-(lbcJp]lnE^  ioLJi«n,  vf\  bdn^  nHtiji^d  to  codiboL  \\\^  nrpmiFDlii,  Bhd 
perhapt  the  intd^«,  of  ini#rMted  penon*.  .  .  .  The  hope  thail  *1ll 
iphog  Sa  each  ni«D*>  cnind.  respeclffii;  hit  «vn  cmpe,  ^lll  prevfoi  tU  Wiaf 
miicriblc-  Those  who  fall  in  builc  vill  not  Iiumi?  Tuui^h  ;  ltitj>>e  wli^  ^irrlve 
VllJ  oblAJo  IheiF  Toward-  HabitJi  ol  flubordiTialiOn,  ptlifini:«  und«r  fkli^aa^ 
nBeriDj;]  and  privaEJons  of  every  kinJ,  are  noEdirrlr  <{iiAliAciEioni.  vhicb  thM* 
nmn  [ju^rsa  in  ai;  ctnmctit  d^^crc.  .  ,  .  Vou  »k.  wbu  b  tlie  Gcn«ril'i 
opimoB  upen  rhii  aubject  ?  Hp  15  tnrvin:*<j  |h«r  Ihp  mlm*TOTi*  frlbs  ol  blacki 
io  ihc  toulhcn  puts  ol  ibc  contlDcnl*  oOcr  ■  re^ui^  Id  a>  ltt«L  ihonld  ool  fcc 
ncclcclcd.  With  rupcct  1u  my  purliculnr  pUn.  he  onl?  oIfjpcU  to  ik  wEUi  ihi 
ar^timrnt^  n[  pily  to'  n  "'Uti  who  u^oiild  he  lc"*  rirb  lh*n  fa«  ifii|tht  he." 
l-iurcnA  hid  itkod  biK  fftlhdr  f"  t;i*c  bim  ■  humbor  of  «blr-hctlKd  slates ia»UBi 
of  lavmt:  \\\m  ■  fortvue. 

The  projeri  dns  nnt  B.pp«af  to  havf  <<OTne  to  u^  luu«  >t  lUi  tine.     5«» 
W^tkUfittm  ii>  lltHfy  Lanrntt,  90  H*rth.  l7T9t  vkd   ffWirv'n  ^  TtA* 
J^UTfnj,  10  July,  £T>a. 


whether  he  might  engage  any  good  riflemen  to  serve 
during  the  ncjtt  campaign  in  the  light  corps.  He 
thinks  he  should  be  able  to  procure  many,  under 
assurances  that  they  would  serve  with  hini#  and  be 
dismissed  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  waggoners  and  the  enor* 
mous  wages  given  them  would  tempt  one  to  tr>'  any 
expedient  to  answer  the  end  on  easier  and  cheaper 
terms.  Among  others  it  has  occurred  to  me,  whether 
it  would  not  be  eligible  to  hire  negroes  in  Carolina. 
Virginia  and  Maryland  for  the  purpose.  They  ought 
however  to  he  freerren.  for  slaves  couid  not  be  suRi* 
ciently  depended  on.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  they 
would  too  frequently  desert  to  the  enemy  to  obtain 
their  liberty,  and  for  the  prolit  of  it,  or  to  conciliatea 
more  favorable  reception  would  carry  off  their  waggon 
horses  wiili  them- 

A  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  igih  instant,  pro* 
vidcs  that  all  continental  officers,  prisoners  with  the 
enemy  cither  while  tn  confinement  with  them  or  on 
parole  among  us  "so  long  as  they  continue  officers 
of  the  United  Scates,'*  should  be  entitled  to  their  pay 
Mnd  rations,  li-ihle  ro  a  tletliiction  for  what  they  may 
have  received  while  present  with  the  enemy  ;  and 
that  all  flying  camp  or  Militia  officers  should  be 
entitled  to  the  s^me  while  in  confinement  with  them 
only.  This  resolve  excluded  from  pay  all  officers 
liberated  on  parole,  who  have  not  actual  appoint- 
ments in  the  Continental  Anny  ; — will  it  not  be 
deemed  a  hardship  and  injustice  to  such  officers; — 
eq>ccially  to  those  who  merely  from  their  absence 
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have  been  neglected  in  arrangements  posterior  to  ^1 
their  capture;  as  has  been  too  much  the  case?— ^H 
While  they  continue  prisoners,  whether  in  possession  ' 
o{  the  enemy  or  out  on  parole,  they  can  have  httle 
opportunity  of  prosecuting  any  business  for  a  Hveii* 
hood,  and  must  be  in  a  distressful  situation,  unless 
they  have  a  private  fortune  sufficient  to  maintain 
them, — 

It  has  in  many  instances  happened,  that  ofHcers  in 
captivity  have  been  omitted  in  promotions  made  in 
their  absence;  upon  which  a  question  hag  arisen 
whether  there  should  not  be  a  restoration  of  rank, 
with  respect  to  those  who  are  men  of  merit.  It 
seems  but  reasonable  there  should. — 

Several  new  regulations  will,  1  imagine  be  found 
useful  in  the  articles  of  war ;  which  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate,  From   his  official  experience  of  the  deficiency, 
can   more   accurately   indicate.      One   thing  vre   have 
suffered  much  from,  is  the  want  of  a  proper  gradation 
of   punishments  :   the    interval   between   a   hundred 
lashea  and   death   is  too  great   and   requires  to  be 
filled  by  some  intermediate  stages.     Capital  crimes 
in  the  army  are  frequent,  particularly  in  the  in^itance  ^ 
of  desertion:  actually   to  inflict  capital  punishment  ^| 
upon  every  deserter,  or  other  heinous  offender  would  ^^ 
incur  the   imputation   of  cruelty,  and  by  the   famili* 
arity  of  the  example,  destroy  its  efficacy  :  on  the  other 
hand  to  give  only  a  hundred  lashes  to  such  criminals 
IS  a  burlesque  on  their  crimes  rather  than  a  serious  ^H 
correction,  and  affords  encouragement  to  obstinacy  ^^ 
and  imitation.     The  Courts  are  often  in  a  manner 
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compelled  by  the  eaormily  of  the  facts  to  pass  sen- 
tences  of  dealh»  which  I  am  as  often  obliged  to  remit, 
on  account  of  the  number  in  the  same  circumstances, 
and  let  the  offenders  pass  wholly  unpuniahed  This 
would  be  avoided,  if  there  were  other  punish  meats 
short  of  the  destruction  of  life,  in  some  degree 
adequate  to  the  crime  :  and  which  might  be.  with 
propriety  subsiituted,' 

Crimes  loo  are  so  various  in  their  complexions  and 
degrees,  that  to  preserve  the  just  rule  of  proportions, 
there  ought  to  be  a  gradual  scale  of  punishments; 
in  order  to  which,  whipping  should  be  extended  to 
any  number  at  discretion,  or  by  no  means^  limited 
lower  than  five  hundred  lashes. 

Upon  the  whole,  Gentlemen,  T  doubt  not  you  are 
fully  impressed  with  the  defects  of  our  present  mili- 
tary system,  and  the  necessity  of  speedy  and  decisive 
measures,  to  put  it  upon  a  satisfactory  footing.  The 
disagreeable  pictttre,  1  have  given  you,  of  the  wants 
and  sufTtf rings  of  the  army,  and  the  discontents  reign- 
ing among  the  officers,  is  a  just  representation  of 
evils  equally  melancholy  and  important ;  and  unless 
effectual  remedies  be  applied  without  loss  of  lime, 
the  most  alarming  and  ruinous  consequences  arc  to 
be  apprehended.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


"  Tlika  qnHtJoQ  of  pnnlthineni  bu  nol  n^rif^d  up<m  by  CiMgrtn.  and  on  14 
A^ttM.  in*.  tli«"  Wing  *k*«ft  prisuners  uridcr  Oi«aenrenc«  oi  d«lh,  «nd  (b* 

cnfOf<ln.  ■  ffnmci^  <i1  the  generrl  nfflcen  mi^mmemleEl  tfatl  "tnere  hjutt 
Ukor"  be  mul«  ihc  latonwfluic  pkimshmeDl  brti««Ti  one  handnd  UiUisft«hd 
toili,  BDd  Hidi  Ubur  lobeCKpeudcJ  in  rcpkiiia^  looils,  fgiiificAtloDft.  kad  other 
becE»uiry  public  wDrkt. 


1 
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TO    SIR    WILLIAM    HOWE, 


StR, 

I  have  duly  r^eived  your  letter  of  the  t^th  ulttma  ^a 
It  U  unnecessary  to  enter  minutely  into  its  cnntenD^^B 
since  the  enclosed  resoluiions  of  Congress  will  shotr 
you,  that  the  fnattcr  is  now  put  upon  a  footing  different 
from  thai  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boudinot :  which,  at  the 
same  time,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  as  6nal  and 
decisive,  and  to  regulate  your  measures  accordingly* 
1   should  be  glad,  as  soon  as  possible,  Co  be  favored       ' 
with  your  determination  in  consequence,  especially  on 
those  parts  numbered  in  the  margin  of  the  resolves;^ 
to  which  I  must  request  a  speedy  itnd  explicit  answer  ^H 

There  is  one  passage  of  your  letter,  which  [  cannot 
forbear  taking  particular  notice  of.    No  expression  of  ^A 
persons!  politi^ness  to  ine  can   be  acceptable,  accom*  ^^ 
panied  by  reflections  on  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people,  under  whose  authority  I  have  the  honor  to 
act.    The  delicacy  I  have  observed,  in  refraining  from 
every  thing  offensive  in  this  way.  entitled  me  to  ex*  ^J 
pcct   a   similar   treatment    from    you.     1    have    not  ^^ 
indulged  myself   in    invective    against   the    present 
rulers  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  course  of  cur  corre- 
spondence, nor  will   I  even  now  avail  myself  of  soi 
fruitful  a  theme. 

The  quartermasters,  permitted  to  go  with  the 
clothing,  appeared  to  me  sufficient  for  the  purpose; 
for.  though  the  prisoners  are  in  different  places,  yet 
they  lie  chiefly  on  a  direct  communication.  If  upon 
any  future  occasion  you  should  conceive  a  greater 
number  requisite,  you  will  inform  me  of  it  previously 
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to  their  coming,  and  1  shall  be  ready  to  comply,  as  far 
as  I  think  myself  justified.  Whether  your  sending 
out  more  th^in  one  British  quartermaster  was  an 
encroachment  upon  the  spirit  of  the  agreement 
between  us*  shall  not  now  be  matter  of  discussion. 
But  can  it  be  said  there  is  any  thing  in  it,  that  can 
reconcile  the  coming  out  of  Captain  McCleod?  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


Sir, 


TO    HENRV    Lj*UREN§. 


Y 

■  1  this  morning  received  your   favor  of  the    27th 

■  instant     I  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  obligation 
m        I  feel  10  you,  for  your  friendship  and  politeness  upon 

an  occasion  in  which  I  am  so  deeply  interested,     I 

K        was  not  unapprised,  that   a   malignant  faction    had 

been  for  some  time  forming  to  my  prejudice  ;  which, 

conscious  as  I  am  of  having   ever  done  all  in   my 

'  ''A  Idler  ftQW  0>a(rtv&  wUI  Mcoinj-fiijjr  iliLa,  (ODUiniaii  iwo  TCaolviion* 
nlulvt  fiQ  prUanen.  Voli  viII  pfrrptw  l>y  ihcm,  Ehtl  Codgrvti  gn  ilpni>  ihe 
pnaBAplion  of  our  fttinuhiii|E  our  ptLtaoez*  iti  tbe  cneA^'k  handfi  vhally  9^A 
ciUinly  whb  |)fn<ri»ii;tiu*  TbiU  iikin^  no  rule  tor  liquKlali^p^  jluJ  ACcouiilLbi; 
!« ih*  r>ijnn«  hrrr'i^f'>n'  njipHcrl  lay  Vhr  rrfmv  \\  ■  fininf,  fhiiT  itify  dn  not 
jfelflnd  iKfid  10  continut.  but  ««p*rt  oiir  prifonm  vi3l  livnttftvr  hv  ji|lc£«t]ivr 
tklnalfed  by  uandit«.  Tlib  \>  %  nuiter,  lo  *bkh  U  wlU  be  ncccauir  \*» 
Moad  ttreftillj',  both  thnr  %  carnpfieni  suppty  may  be  immcLUaiPly  Ftra47  for 
Ihc  }mrp«4tf.  and  fhiE  iherr  hiBy  t>?  no  ^cfificncy  in  lulufc;  otherwii*  ibe 
oaivcquciKC*  ouir  be  ilKt^lfuL  fur  lIie  paisi  conduct  of  Ihc  cncmjr  ^iirK  Idd 
nrach  mtfon  to  tpftr«h<ni1.  thai  thiry  uromH  not  Iwvfry  apt  ro  rrlinvr  wiini«.  To 
ithich  v«  hvl  wnil«rttk«n  ivholi^  rn  admiiiiKirr."—  ir^i^Vw^H  A>  Hpudimtt. 
3  Pcfcriary,  ITli.  "A>  ta«totMa£,  I  b^Vf  no  doiibi  but  Cciifr«l  llowc  h*i 
dra*vl  at  iha  litancy  of  juKhjiiEnf,  Thli  U  dow  a  mbJcCL  of  diflcmice 
bc4>ir««n  ui|  and  ihfl  i!c4(pi  □!  Oflr  inhialiae  th«(  he  ■hail  vicruil  htt  tnc^  In 
oar  tuadt  by  \  cvnato  day  W  lo  oblii^c  him  la  eminent  tu  thjU  rAtAXtfK*** 
WsjIUmfltm  U  CMft,  PnriJfnt  of  tkt  ff^nie/  li^tir.i(y}%vv^y,  137K. 
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power  to  answer  the  important  purposes  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  me.  could  not  but  give  me  some  pain  on  a 
personal  account.  But  my  chief  concern  arises  from 
an  appreliension  of  the  dangerous  consequences, 
which  intestine  dissensions  may  produce  to  the 
common    cause. 

As  I  have  no  other  view  than  to  promote  the  public 
good,  and  am  unambitious  of  honors  not  founded  in 
the  approbation  of  my  country.  I  would  not  desire  in 
the  least  degree  to  suppress  a  free  spirit  of  inquiry 
into  any  part  of  my  conduct,  that  even  faction  itself 
may  deem  reprehensible.*^  The  anonymous  paper 
handed  to  you  exhibits  many  serious  charges,  and  it 
is  my  wish  that  It  should  be  submitted  to  Congress. 
This  I  am  the  more  inclined  to.  as  the  suppression  or 
concealment  may  possibly  involve  yoii  inembarrass- 
mcris  hereafter,  since  it  is  uncertain  how  many  or 
who  may  be  privy  to  the  contents. 

My  enemies  take  an  ungenerous  advantage  of 
me.  They  know  the  delicacy  of  my  situation,  and 
thiit  motives  of  policy  deprive  me  of  the  defence  I 
might  otherwise  make  against  their  insidious  attacks. 
They  know  I  cannot  combat  their  insinuations,  how- 
ever injurious,  without  disclosing  secrets,  which  it  is 
of  the  utmost  moment  to  conccaL  But  why  should 
I  expect  to  be  exempt  from  censure,  the  unfailing  lot 
of  an  elevated  station  ?  Merit  and  talents,  with 
which  I  can  have  no  pretensions  of  rivalship,  harc 
ever  been  subject  to  iL  My  heart  tells  me,  that  it 
has  been  my  unremitted  aim  to  do  the  best  that  cir- 
cumstances would  permit  ;  yet  I  may  have  been  very 
often  mistaken  in  my  judgment  of  the  means,  and 


may  in  many  instances  deserve  the  imputation  of 
error  I  cannot  forbear  repeating,  that  I  have  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  favorable  disposition  you  have 
manifested  to  me  in  this  affair,  and  beg  you  will 
believe  me  lo  be.  with  semiments  of  real  esteem  and 


regard.  Sir,  &c 


TO   JOHN    PAftKE   CUSTIS. 

VALuv  FoiCT,  Ke;>n*t7  i.  r7T>. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  will  just  write  you  a  few  lines  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  letter  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  which 
was  detained  by  the  posts,  not  being  able  to  cross 
Susqiu'h.inna,  till  thf^  f^venitig  before  last.  I  con* 
frratulate  you  upon  the  birth  of  another  daughter, 
ind  Nellys  good  health:  and  heartily  wish  the  las-t 
may  continue,  and  the  other  be  a  blessing  to  yoi]- 

The  money  received  for  your  land  was,  I  think, 
well  applied,  unless  you  could  have  laid  it  out  lor 
other  land-s  more  convenient ;  which  method  I  should 
have  preferred,  as  land  is  the  most  permanent  estate 
we  can  hold,  and  most  likely  to  increase  in  its  value. 
Your  mamma  H  not  yet  arrived,  but  if  she  left  Mount 
Vcmon  on  the  twenty  sixth  ultimo,  as  intended,  may, 
I  think,  be  expected  every  hour/  Mcadc '  set  off 
yesterday  (as  soon  as  i  got  notice  of  her  intention) 

*  Uix  Wulttii0oa  anivtfd  in  cvmp  a  day  or  iwi>  iUtt  thiiltlt^tvAivntUa. 
Sh«  wrolf  to  U<^.  Wvnn  :  "The£«iicr4]  Ls  in  cfticp  Ln  v/ht-t  i*  called  the  i^rt*l 
TCUer  on  UwBuki  of  the  Schii^lktU.  OiTiccn  Aftd  (nen  an  cbJeny  b  llutis« 
«ti^  Ebcy  htj  ii  iiOenbk  «>nif'>tts1>lc  ;  the  army  ua  %»  hokltbf  ta  Mh  wdlbc 
cmpeetccj  in  j-m«r>K  The  GcacriLrH  tpu-tmciit  it  Tity  pieiaI];  He  hu  HdiI  4  loi^ 
cmbMn  bbili  if  dint  in,  vrairli  hb  tnado  cmr  quartrt  much  more  loloable  than 
ilwy  ^T't  *t  tint.'' 

*  Hklk4td  }L  Mctde  cd  the  C«unl'i  Umllj. 


S56 


TffS  IVXirrNQS  OF 


[iI5» 


to  meet  her.  We  are  in  a  dreary  kind  of  place,  and 
uncomfortably  (provided  :  for  other  matters  1  shall 
refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Colonel  Fitzgerald/  who  can 
give  you  the  occurrences  of  the  camp,  &c..  better 
than  can  be  related  in  a  letter.  My  best  wisheH 
attend  Nelly  and  the  little  oneSr  and  with  sincere 
regard  I  am  and  shall  ever  remain,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  affectionate,  &c- 


TO  GOVERNOR   LIVINGSTON. 


SiRp 


lliui>-QciAtTxi[f,  B  Febnurf,  iTfS. 


I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  the  26ih  Ullo. 

The  recent  detection  of  the  wicked  design  you 
mention,  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleasure  ;  and  1 
earnestly  hope,  that  you  may  be  alike  successful  in 
discovering  and  disappointing  every  attempt,  whidl 
may  be  projected  against  you,  either  by  your  opener 
concealed  enemies.  It  is  a  tax,  however,  severe, 
which  all  those  must  pay,  who  are  called  lo  eminent 
5t;iitions  of  trust,  not  only  to  be  held  up  as  conspicu- 
ous marks  to  the  enmity  of  the  public  adversaries  to 
their  country,  but  to  thp  malice  of  secret  traitors, 
and  the  invious  intrigues  of  false  friends  and  faction^.' 

I  John  FiljgflTcJd,  alia  one  oE  WuhtngFon's  nidfli. 

*  The  diafl  conLAmt  thi;  folluprjiie  (hruij,£]i  w)iich  tbc  pen  tiMbMii  tuui 

"  l[  It  enty  lo   \ytaT  the  fim,  nnd  rvrn  Ihv  flrvlfa  of  pfivile  «nfnnle>  mhtat 

ill  will  only  arit«  [rom  Ihflii  common  tk&tnd  to  the  <Aat«  ve  aft  vni^aecd  ■&, 

w  Iv  itic  lolcml'lc  ',  yc\,  1  ijuntci>c,  I  cqiinQl  lidp  Icdiiiie  die  uuoit  intiiiful  toi- 

HTmriK,  whtnfvcr  !  bflvc  rea*iii  lo  Iwlirvr  I  mn  ih*  ohjerf  of  pmrmfion  lo 

men,  vho  are  cinbArheEl  in  Ibv  BJiufgeneraF  intcml,  and  wliote  £rivrd«Tu|i  mjr 

%    hbiildocf  not  rpjrroai:h  mc  with  cvcl  lifltina  Hunc  Any  lbM£  (o  iatit\l,     UuL 

wlih  mnnyH  ii  i^  B  viriidrni  fau^  In  hnJi  and  wj'^h  iUc  mil  ot  b  mm,  bectua 

y  bs  hot  been  litppy  cuou^  to  be  the  object  ot  Ait  <oui*tr^t  f*v««." 
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I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  the  interest  you  take  in  the 
affair  of  the  two  Hendricks  and  Meeker ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  measures  adopted  arc,  considering 
all  things,  best,'  You  are  pleased  to  intimate,  that 
you  would  take  pleasure  in  recommending,  at  the 
approaching  se^inn  of  your  Assembly,  ^ny  hints 
from  me  respecting  the  army,  by  which  your  State 
can  advance  the  general  interest,  I  should  be  happy 
in  ofiering  any  such  in  my  power:  but.  as  there  is 
now  in  camp  a  committee  of  Congress  to  confer  with 
me  at  large  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  in 
every  respect  for  the  benefit  of  the  army,  whatever 
shall  be  thought  necessary  to  this  end  will,  of  course, 
be  communicated  to  you  by  Congress^     I  am,  &c. 


TO    PETER   COLT/ 

SiK : 

The  present  situation  of  the  army  is  the  most 
melancholy  that  can  be  conceived.  Our  supplies  of 
provisions  of  the  flesh  kind  for  some  time  past  have 
been  very  deficient  and  irregular.     A  prospect  nov 

'  John  aiit}  B*Vrf  Hendricks  dn<j  Jtihn  Mc«Lci  hiJ  trvcn  7iti|jQ]rciJ  '\ij  Cvl, 
Itftflon  in  (1k«  mnkdier  of  1777.  nncl«i  Wji^inEt^n't  (MrefEiani,  10  pnwre 
faetUif^noi  Inm  ikc  enemy.  Thvy  wr«  ftllovvd  to  cutty  •ma.H  tiuaniitiM  of 
prof!«Iow  EbIo  New  YorL  *nJ  to  \au\^  back  a  fcur  £ooda.  tho  be  Eicr  tofcwr 
ihtst  HAl  dstgnv  BHflg  irTsie<{  an  1  chir^  ot  rnryinc  on  tv  lllpgil  <X)rtt- 
■{Hiiduec  inth  iht  cocmy,  WuhtogtoD  iiiEcrpoacd  And  upluBM  the  miticrlo 
Gorr  liTin^on.  *'Yoo  muil  be  ■•cl!  lontinceJ,"  he  ym>\K.  "  lh»l  \l  b 
fMivpcBMAhly  nrrfVAry  tn  mbliv  iit«  Af  ihnc  raptni  la  pmcnrn  inttUlfeeoc 
nt  perVM%  naployoi  miui  b«ar  Ihv  Eu»pician  oi  hnng  thoa|>hi  faimical,  and 
It  b  fiol  b  Iticif  |ivwm  lu  wrt  ihcLi  iujiui^^iiiv.  1«»ut€  that  »»uM  set 
■btOtJ  1*'^1J  (I'tTFiijr  the  canfiflcnee  trhich  the  tntmy  pull  En  tbem."— I#'u4* 
iVl>"  '^  C^/Tfl^ZjW^frilM,  Juiurjso,  1778. 

*  rafthttlaK  CgmtnlMftnr  U  CaDii«iiniL 
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Opens  of  absolve  want,  such  as  will  make  it  impossi- 
ble to  keep  the  army  much  longer  from  dissolution, 
unless  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  measures  be 
pursued  to  prevent  it. — Jersey,  Pensylvania.  and 
Maryland,  are  now  intirely  exhausted.  All  the  Beef 
and  Pork  already  collected  In  them,  or  that  can  be 
collected,  will  not  by  any  means  support  the  army 
one  month  longer  Further  to  the  Southward  some 
quantities  of  salt  provisions  have  been  procured  ;  but 
if  they  were  all  on  the  spot  they  would  afTord  but  a 
very  partial  and  temporary  supply.- — The  difficulty 
of  transportation  is  great ;  the  distance  will  not  allow 
it  to  be  effected  by  land  carriage  ;  and  the  navigation 
up  Chesapcak  bay  is  interrupted  by  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels, which  makes  it  very  precarious  when  we  sh^U 
get  any  material  relief  from  that  quarter.  To  the 
Eastward  only,  can  we  turn  oureyes  with  any  reason* 
able  hope  of  timely  and  adequate  succor  If  every 
possible  exertion  is  not  made  use  of  there,  to  send 
us  immediate  and  ample  supplies  of  cattle,  with  pain 
I  speak  the  alarming  truth,  no  human  efforts  can 
keep  the  army  from  speedily  disbanding/ 

1  have  desired  Col.  Blaine  to  give  you  a  just  state 
of  our  situation,  and  to  send  an  active  man  in   his 

I  "The  occuional  dafiticnefi  in  the  Article  «f  proviciorA,  whinh  v«  h4v* 

often  Kverely  fctt.  »cm  uow  on  the  paint  oJ  rcutvljitt  tbenudvtt  Lnlo  tUi 
faitl  crisis— rotal  wiiiii  Jinrl  a  dlnaluvion  at  the  Afmf .  Mf.  Blaih^  iblureii  me^ 
IP  the  most  ilccitive  tcrm^,  th«1  he  hu  not  the  l«L>t  pr^ipfcl  uf  ftaiwcrin^  itc 

firn-fniiy.  The  tftppcrdhui^H  ht  h«i  frafn  Dlht*r  ^iiari'nt,  Apppur  tc  b^  tJin- 
gvthcr  vague  itnd  preCbnouc;  and  fram  4n}'Lbiag,  I  («d  h4.  wt  have  ^-t^ 
reaaoa  lo  airp^vhcmt  the  most  ruijiuu&  caiiKi|ucnc^, 

'*  Th*  ipirii  of  JeMfijon  among  Ihe  loldiery  never  berow  nic  to  such  *  Ihrcftl- 
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Department  lo  you  to  hurry  on  to  camp  whatever 
cattle  you  may  be  able  to  purchase.  I  cannot  for- 
bear, so  urgt^nt  is  the  necessity  of  the  case,  accompa- 
Dying  his  representation  by  a  similar  one  from  my- 
self. You  arc  called  upon  by  cvcty  motive  that 
ought  to  influence  you  In  your  official  capacity  and 
as  a  well  wisher  to  the  army*  to  strain  every  nerve 
and  exert  your  utmost  activity,  towards  affording  tis 
the  assistance  we  indispensably  stand  in  need  of*  ard 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  1  persuade  myself 
you  will  duly  consider  the  infinite  importance  of  leav- 
ig  nothing  undone  that  may  be  in  your  power ;  and 
as  I  know  the  State  of  Connecticut  abounds  In  the 
article  wc  want,  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  not  be  left 
to  (eel  the  calamitous  consequences  with  which  we 
are  now  threatened.     •    •     * 

I  am  informed  there  arc  considerable  quantities  of 
Salt  provisions  laid  up  in  New  England  ;  as  it  is  in- 
eonvenient,  tedious  and  extremely  expensive  to  trans- 
port them  to  this  army,  1  have  directed  General 
Putnam,  lo  make  use  of  them  almost  wholly  for  the 
troops  under  his  command,  and  to  let  all  the  cattle 
thai  can  be  procured  come  on  to  us;  which  will 
be  equally  conducive  to  dispatch  and  economy.     As 


caiaf  hetgbl,  ■■  <(  the  prt«nt  UnW'  Tl^  mtirntun  on  rccchidi  of  Ktotuladi 
•re  baomc  bnivervO.  Hid  vhal  mtjr  cn«jc,  il  «  b«lTrr  proipeci  dixs  boI 
Ufr  oiwn.  I  ditaJ  to  conjcciurE.  I  iirclvoJ  noL  Eo  UKiun  Ihc  umrtu  ol 
4irtnR,  *•  npvri'tict,  in  thii  parlicuUr,  qor  <ln  I  wiUi  to  thr«)w  nui  ihe 
kDf«Ution  of  blADiv,  upon  ftnjr  ptrson,  I  vnlf  mun  lo  rcprocal  our 
■tlln  11  ihrj  W,  tlui  nccfslir  nuy  Iw  prcperLT  fell,  of  ncninc  (ho  atmoM 
cu«  «ad  KlftUy.  topFe*«bi  tb«  niAchlHt;  ivhich  I  HDf>ot  forbear  APiiciptU 
inf.  with  tPOFrmiblc  £«a<cni.*'— ^ji^tvv'^Ha  tt  WUHam  Bmk^m^m^  7 
FcbnuT,   177A. 
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far  a»  this  may  Depend  upiKi  you,  I  shoul<l  wish  the 
rule  to  be  strictly  observed.     I  am,  &c. 


to  thomas  nelsok,  jr. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

1  have  beers  favored  with  your  letters  of  the  24ih 
of  Dccemr  and  20th  ulto.  and  tb^nk  you  for  the 
sever;*!  articles  of  intelligence  contained  in  thein. 
Although  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  soldiers 
could  engage  for  three  years  or  the  war.  yet  1  ant 
persuaded  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  good 
policy  to  attempt  it  at  this  time  ;  consequently,  that 
the  plan  of  drafting  for  twelve  months  only  is  a  wise 
measure.  If  the  Stales  would  exert  themselves,  and 
Congress  would  bend  their  whoie  force  to  one  point, 
the  most  satisfactory  and  decisive  effects  might  1 
think  result  from  it.  But  if  they  go  to  friitering 
their  army  into  detachments,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  some  local  and  less  important  purposes,  the  cam- 
paign will  be  wasted,  and  noihing  decisive  (on  our 
part)  attempted.  It  is  our  business  to  crush,  if  poft* 
sibic  the  army  under  Gcnl,  Howes  immediate  com- 
fnand  ;  this  once  done  the  branches  of  il  fait  of 
course,  and  without  it  the  body  will  always  afford 
nourishment  to  its  members.  My  fear  is,  that  Vir- 
ginia, by  alternpiing  to  do  too  much  will  do  too 
Ilctie,  or  in  other  words  by  attempting  to  raise  5000 
volunteers  (which  more  than  probable  will  not  sue* 
ceed)  the  drafts  for  your  regiments  will  be  impeded. 
and  after  all  unless  some  vigorous  exertions  can  be 
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used  to  supply  with  provisions,  men  will  avail  little, 
for  you  can  have  no  conception  of  our  deficiency  in 
thiit  article. 

It  is  with  pain  and  grief  I  find,  by  your  letter 
of  the  20th  ulto,  that  our  countrymen  arc  still  averse 
to  innoculation.  especially  when  consequences,  so  ap- 
parently ill  must  result  from  it.  The  artillery  and 
other  regiments  of  infantry  [  was  in  hopes  of  seeing 
here  as  soon  as  the  roads  and  weather  should  be 
a  little  settled,  as  they  will  want  a  little  disciplining 
before  the  campaign  opens  to  fit  them  for  the  pur* 
poses  of  it. 

You  gave  me  reason,  my  dear  Sir,  to  believe,  I 
shall  5CC  [you]  at  camp  in  the  Spring.  I  should 
rejoice  at  it.  or  to  hear  of  your  being  in  Congress 
again,  as  1  view  with  concern  the  departure  of  every 
gemleman  of  independent  spirit  from  the  giand 
American  council. 

Nothing  of  much  importance  has  happened  since 
my  last  We  have  lost  a  good  many  men  and  horses 
by  hard  fare  in  our  present  quarters,  but  hope  we 
have  seen  the  worst,  especially  with  respect  to  the 
first,  as  most  of  the  men  are  now  in  tolerable  good 
htJts.  Faction  had  begim  to  rear  its  head,  but  the 
heads  of  it  unmasked,  I  believe,  too  5oon>  An  expe- 
dition is  also  on  foot  against  (rather  into)  Canada, 
which  I  am  welt  persuaded  is  the  child  of  folly,  and 
must  be  productive  of  capital  ills,  circumstanced  as 
our  affairs  are  at  present.  But  as  it  is  the  first  fnilt 
of  our  new  Board  of  War,  I  did  not  incline  to  say 
any  thing  against  iL     Be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
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respectful  compliments  to  your  lady,  micleand  friends, 
and  believe  me  to  be  with  perfect  esteem  and  regard. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    GATES, 

HaADQUARTMsa,  Valley  Fokca, 

Sm: 

I  was  duly  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  23d  of 
last  month,  to  which  I  should  have  replied  sooner, 
had  I  not  been  delayed  by  business  that  required  my 
more  immediate  attention. 

It  is  my  wish  togive  implicit  credit  to  the  assuramres 
of  every  Gentleman  ;  but  in  the  subject  of  our  present 
correspondence,  1  am  sorry  to  confess,  there  happen 
to  be  some  unlucky  circumstances,  which  involuntarily 
compel!  me  to  consider  the  discovery  you  mention, 
not  so  satisfactory  and  conclusive  as  you  seem  to 
think  it. 

I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  find  no  small  difficulty  la 
reconciling  the  spirit  and  import  of  your  difTerent 
Letters,  and  sometimes  of  the  difTerent  parts  of  the 
same  Letter  with  each  other.  It  13  not  unreasonable 
to  presume,  that  your  first  information  of  my  having 
notice  of  General  Conway's  Letter  came  from  him- 
self;  there  were  very  few  in  the  secret  and  it  is 
natural  to  suppose,  that,  he  being  immediately  con- 
cernedj  would  be  most  interested  to  convey  the  intel* 
ligcncc  to  you.     It  is  also  far  from  improbable  that 

'  The  fiisi  oElicIa]  Dole  ffom  ij%ic%  u  A  mcmljcr  of  the  Bmrd  of  Wu  «-&« 
dnEed  34  Jtimaiy,  177B.  WasJiinglou'i  hnt  Mter  (oi;ftla  u  IVHidflK  of  tit* 
Boud  of  W4r  wod  dikled  36  jLaii4iif,  E778. 
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he  acquainted  you  witb  the  substance  of  the  passage 
communLcated  to  me.  ^One  would  expect  this,  if  he 
believed  it  to  be  spurious,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
imposition  and  evince  his  innocence;  especially  as 
he  seemed  to  be  under  some  uncertainty,  as  to  the 
precise  contents  of  what  he  had  written,  when  I  sig- 
nified my  knowledge  of  the  matter  to  him* — If  he 
neglected  doing  it,  the  omission  cannot  easily  be  in- 
terpreted into  any  thing  else,  than  a  consciousness  of 
the  reality  of  the  extract,  if  not  literally,  at  least  sub- 
stantially. If  he  did  riot  neglect  it,  it  must  appear 
somewhat  strange  that  the  forgery  remained  so  long 
undetected,  and  that  your  first  letter  to  me  from 
Albany  of  the  8th  of  December,  should  tacitly  recog- 
nize the  genuineness  of  the  pamgraph  in  question; 
while  your  only  concern  at  that  lime  seemed  to  be 
"the  tracing  out  the  author  of  the  inFdelity,  which 
put  extracts  from  Genl.  Conway's  Letter  into  my 

X  hands-'' 

Throughout  the  whole  of  that  letter  the  reality  of 
the  extracts  is  by  the  fairest  implication  allowed  and 
your  only  solicitude  is  to  find  out  the  person  that 
brought  them  to  Ughl.  After  making  ihc  most 
earnest  pursuit  of  the  authorof  the  supposed  treachery, 
without  saying  a  word  about  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  the  passage;  your  Letter  of  the  23d  Ulto,  to  my 
great  surprise,  proclaims  it  "in  words  as  well  as  in 
substance  a  wicked  forgery." 

V  It  U  not  my  intention  to  contradict  this  assertion 
but  only  to  intimate  some  considerations,  which  tend 
to  induce  a  supposition,  that  though  none  of  General 
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Conway's  letters  to  you  contained  the  ofTeosive  pas- 
sage mentioned,  there  might  have  been  something 
in  thera  too  nearly  related  to  it.  that  could  give  such 
an  extraordinary  alarm.  It  may  be  said,  if  this  were 
not  the  case,  how  easy  in  the  first  instance,  to  have 
declared  there  was  nothing  exceptionable  in  them* 
and  lo  have  produced  the  letters  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  it?  This  may  be  thought  the  most  proper 
and  effectual  way  of  refuting  misrepresentation  and 
removing  all  suspicion. — The  propriety  of  the  objec- 
tions suggested again^  submitting  them  to  inspection. 
may  very  well  be  questioned.  "  The  various  reports 
circulated  concerning  their  contents"  were,  perhaps. 
80  many  arguments  for  making  them  speak  for  them- 
selves, to  place  the  matter  upon  the  looting  of  cer> 
tainty.  Concealment  in  an  affair  which  had  made  so 
much  noise,  tho"  not  by  my  means,  will  naturally  lead 
men  to  conjecture  the  worst ;  and  it  will  be  a  subject 
of  speculation,  even  to  candor  itself  The  anxiety  and 
jealousy  you  apprehended  from  revealing  the  Letter, 
will  be  very  apt  to  be  increased  by  suppressing  it. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  not  submit  to  inspection  a 
performance  perfectly  harmless,  and,  of  course,  con- 
ceived in  terms  of  proper  caution  and  delicacy  ? 
Why  supposed  that  *'  anxiety  and  jealousy  would 
have  arisen  in  the  breasts  of  very  respectable  officers. 
or  that  they  would  have  been  unnecessarily  dt^giitited 
at  being  made  sensible  of  their  faults,  when  related 
with  judgement  and  impartiality  by  a  candid  Ob- 
server?" Surely  they  could  not  have  been  unrea- 
sonable enough  to  take  ofTeace  at  a  performance  so 
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perfectly  inoffensive,  "blaming  actions  rather  then 
persons,"  which  have  evidently  no  connexion  with 
one  another,  and  indulgently  "recording  the  errors 
of  inexperience." 

You  are  pleased  to  consider  General  Conway's 
Letters  as  of  a  confidential  nature:  observing  that 
"lime  and  circumstances  must  point  out  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  communicating  such  Letters." 
Permit  me  to  inquire  whetlier,  when  there  is  an 
impropriety  in  communicating,  it  is  only  appltcfible 
with  respect  to  the  partieSj  who  are  the  subjects  of 
them  : — One  might  be  led  to  imagine  this  to  be  the 
ca«:  from  your  having  admitted  others  into  the 
secret  of  your  confidential  correspondence,  at  the 
same  time  that  you  thought  it  ineligible  it  should  be 
trusted  to  those  "officers,  whose  actions  underwent 
its  scrutiny."  Your  not  knowing  whether  the  Letter, 
under  consideration,  ^' came  to  me  from  a  Member 
of  Congress,  or  from  an  officer,"  plainly  indicates 
that  you  originally  communicated  it  to  at  least  one 
of  that  honorable  body;  and  I  learn  from  General 
Conway,  that  before  his  late  arrival  at  York  Town, 
it  bad  been  committed  to  the  perusal  of  several  of  its 
members,  and  was  afterwards  shown  by  himself  to 
thre<r  more.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  conceive  a 
reason,  founded  in  generosity,  for  imparting  the  free 
and  confidential  strictures  of  that  ingenious  censor, 
on  the  operations  of  the  Army,  under  my  command, 
to  a  member  of  Congress;  but  perhaps ''time  and 
circumstances  pointed  it  out," — ic  mnat  indeed  be 
acknowledged,    that   the  faults   of   very   respt-ctable 
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officers,  not  less  injurious  for  being  the  result  of  in- 
experience, were  not  improper  topics  to  engage  the 
attention  of  members  of  Congress. 

It  IS  however  greatly  to  be  lamented,  thai  this 
adept  in  military  science  did  not  employ  his  abilities 
in  the  progress  of  the  campaign,  in  pointing  out 
those  wise  measures,  which  were  calculated  to  give 
us  "  that  degree  of  success  we  might  reasonably  ex- 
pect." The  United  Stales  have  lost  much  from  that 
unseasonable  diffidence,  which  prevented  hU  embra- 
cing the  numerous  opportunities  he  had  in  Council,  of 
displaying  those  rich  treasures  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, he  has  since  so  freely  laid  open  to  you. — I 
will  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  impute  the  penurious 
reserve  which  ever  appeared  in  him  upon  such  occa- 
sions to  any  other  cause  than  an  excess  of  modesty; 
neither  will  1  suppose  he  possesses  no  other  merit 
th^n  of  that  after  kind  of  sagacity,  which  qualifies  a 
man  better  for  profound  discoveries  of  errors,  that 
have  been  committed,  and  advantages  that  have  been 
lost,  than  for  the  exercise  of  that  foresight  and  provi- 
dent discernment  which  enable  him  to  avoid  the  one 
and  anticipate  the  other. — But,  willing  as  I  am  to 
subscribe  to  all  his  pretensions  and  to  believe  that 
his  remarks  on  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were 
very  judicious,  and  that  he  has  sagaciously  descanted 
on  many  things  that  might  have  been  done,  I  can 
not  help  being  a  little  sceptical  as  to  his  ability,  to 
have  found  out  the  means  of  accomplishing  them,  or 
to  prove  the  sufficiency  of  those  in  our  possession. 
These  minittice,  1  suspect,  he  did  not  think  worth  his 
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attention,  pfinicularly  as  chey  might  not  be  within 
the  compass  of  hh  views* — 

Notwithstanding  the  hopeful  presages,  you  arc 
pleased  to  figure  to  yourself  of  General  Conway's 
firm  and  con»tant  friendship  to  America,  t  cannot 
persuade  myself  to  retract  the  prediction  concerning 
htm,  which  you  so  emphatically  wish  had  not  been 
inserted  in  my  last.  A  better  acquaintance  with  him, 
than  I  have  reason  to  think  you  have  had  frnm  what 
you  say,  and  a  concurrence  of  circumstances,  oblige 
me  to  give  him  but  little  credit  for  the  qualifications 
of  his  heart  ;  of  which,  at  least,  1  beg  leave  to  assume 
the  privilege  of  being  a  tolerable  judge.  Were  it 
nccc&sary,  more  instances  than  one  might  be  adduced 
from  his  behavior  and  conversation,  to  manifest  that 
he  is  capable  of  all  the  malignity  of  detraction,  and 
all  the  mcancsscss  of  intrigue,  to  gratify  the  absurd 
resentment  of  disappointed  vanity,  or  lo  answer  the 
purposes  of  personal  aggrandizement  and  promote  the 
interests  of  faction.     1  am.  &c.' 


TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    WAYNE. 

IN5TRUCTIONS, 

HKADQUAJirua,  Vaiut  Foua^ 
9  Fthnnry,  iT^ft. 

The  good  people  of  the  State  of  Pcunaylvaniii,  living  in  tks 
vkiaily  of  Philadelphia  and  near  the  DcljLwaie  Rivci,  having  guf- 

'  *'  I  7«C«rday  f«c«iv«d  ^out  Uvor  ol  tb«  191I1  intt, 

"  1  UD  U4«cne  lo  tonlnriiisr  «bui|  itiifl.  uiJ  li4d  \  nut  b«n  fon«]  into 
ll,  joD  never  would  here  hjid  occiilan  lo  Impale  10  me.  even  cbr  ihailDv  of  ttlt 
pesLlion  I9vard«  iT.  Vour  rtftciltdly  adJ  Aalcnnly  ilibcltialrie  Aciy  ofFaatlvo 
liem  in  ltk4c  mitlcn.  trbjch  hiK  been  (he  tubject  vf  imf  |>i>I  corropEnidtincfl 


3*8 


TUB  WRITINGS  OF 


ithoulS 


Cereil  much  by  ih«  enfiny's  carrymg  ofi  Chfir  properly,  nithoal 
allowing  Ihem  any  tomf^nsatiim,  (hereby  dUiresMOg  the  inhabktinu, 
supplying  their  own  army,  ;ind  enabling  ihem  to  protract  tbccrud 
and  unjust  war  thAt  they  ore  now  troging  against  thc«e  Stuen  :  and 
whei^ns,  by  recent  mtclligence,  1  have  reascn  to  expect  that  they 
intend  maVing  n.nother  grand  forage  miothis  coiimry  ;  It  i«of  the^^ 
utmost  conar<]uencr,ihai  [he  lkoriic«,  catilc,&hc«p,  and  ]jfovCDdcr|]| 
(within  fifteen  miles  west  from  the  rivet  Delaware,  bclwccti  the 
Schuylkill  and  the  Jirandywine,)  be  immediately  removed  lo  p*^^ 
venr  the  enemy  from  teceiving  any  benefit  therefrom,  aa  veil  at  ^^^1 
supply  the  pre:^cnL  exigencies  *ji  the  Amencan  array. 

1  do  therefore  authorixe,  empower  ^^^  command  you  forth- 
"with  to  tike,  carry  off,  and  secure,  all  such  horses  as  are  luitabU 
for  ravalry  or  for  draft,  and  all  cattle  and  shcrep  fit  for  ilaughler, 
together  witli  ^\<i^  kind  of  forage,  far  the  ui^e  of  this  army,  tbat 
may  be  found  in  the  possession  of  :iny  of  the  inhabitants  withui 
the  aforesaid  limits,  causing  certiRcatea  to  be  given  Co  «acli  pcrwiii 
for  tht;  number,  value,  and  quanrity  of  the  horses,  sheep,  cairle, 
and  provender  so  taken.  Notice  will  be  given  to  the  holders 
of  «uch  certificates  by  the  commissary  and  qu arte rtnastcr- general 
when  and  where  they  may  apply  for  payment^  that  they  may  not] 
be  dL<^|ipoin[ed  in  calling  for  iheir  money 

All  officers. civil  ard  military,  conimi»arIc«  and  quaiterma^ivrii^ 
are  hereby  ordered  to  obey,  aid,  and  as^i^t  you  in  this  tkt 
business.     All  the  provender  on  the  islands  between  Philadelphia;] 
and  Chesier^  which  may  be  diftirult  of  acres?,  or  (oo  haEardouv  ti 
attempt  carrying  olf,  you  will  immediately  cause  to  be  de^itroyi 
giving  direction  to  the  ol^cer  or  officers  to  whom  thia  duty  M^ 
assignedt  to  Cake  an  account  of  the  ijuantity,  together  with  the 
owners'  names  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  service  aUl  admit- 
am,  Sir,  Sfc' 


naha  in«  wiUing  m  clAse  wiiti  the  denre,  yuu  eicprev,  of  bnirCog  them  b 
afUr  in  ttlence,  tbd,  l^  Iat  as  future  vanls  wIEl  |i«TTrit,  al^liviofi.     My  I^in 
lc«dii  inc  Fo  iiciii:c  dnd  liArmuuy  vbieIi  nil  nirii  ;  amiI  It  it  (JCculiirhF  iu>  ituli 
avojil  nr^y  pcr<iaiT,it  friids  ur  ctiiSRUicms  with  \.\vf\\t  vhn  .irr  embarked  in  iht 
Bime  gr*0i  niLlJDQt]  intcrfcc  wiUt  my&di  ;  as  cve^  JtlTcrrrLce  uf  UiU  kmd  maM 
ia  iti  couKtjUOicc  be  very  iiLiiuwu*." — ff«jA«njrAi«  £f  M^t~Gcivt^  G*^,  a4 
f  rbnjary.  177B, 
^  After  «aecu  ling  ll»uorJeri,  Wiiyne  po-Bcd  Q¥«fa  Lumitar  pfifp«v 
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TO  SIR   WtLUAM    HOWE. 

Sir. 

I  received  yesterday  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the 
5th  iniitant.'     la  answer  to  whatever  it  contains  con- 

JOMy,  wli«»fc*  vujdbert  by  Pa]ubl  wlrb  s  {mrry  of  hnrw-  Puliuki  urnitk 
tionod  far  the  urmCcr  n1  TrtinEC4i.  The  Biituh  folIowc<l  Wnyno  inm  Jfi»y, 
CT99^nc  tilt  [ivrr  in  (vq  diTisJuutt  »nc  UnttiJif  al  Bi  Uini^parl.  tud  the  alher  ti 
GtiiMraiFr.«mouniirijf  in  til  lo  tci^r<  rbun  (l>rw  Ibnnqnd  rrrn.  ui[h  Hf;1iI  lieldv 
pl«ccii,  Tbcy  ■tt«inplcd  10  oirrouDtJ  WAynt  in  Ibe  mghl  *t  HAddonfivJd,  b?in£ 
in  fufvc  T^ktly  kupcjior  .  bvt  lie  ic\vi>T^I  (iiudy  niteJU^rtnc  uf  ihtir  ilcfei|fu,miiij 
nrtTt*tftt  [B  (ht  *ifeniftg  jl  ftw  hiWfi  tirPvirmsly  ifi  %\\r  <rri™!  nl  th*  m«iny, 
Afl«r  m4kjn|2  ■  ni|iiid  iccunion  iE■1J^  lfi«  c^Bnlry,  and  colUctii^f;  for4f>«  «Dd 
otllc.  tbc  British  iTiatncnJ  (o  PhiUddjibia ;  bm  ihcj  Hcre  hiiUAoI  by  W4;rDe 
■ad  tNilaclci  whilf  d«b»rk1nEM  ibe  frxry,  tad  a  tmart  iktfmtsh  nuii^d.  PulukJ 
apflccd  hifnwif  vith  htt  u«ul  bravery.  Illi  hone  wu  vounde^  On  tlm  t4ili 
uf  Mtrch,  W4)ci?  icciwcd  (!ir  ilvei  with  lilh  dcJjitliiueiiL  jit  HufTini^'hjn,  ind 
precHtlerl  tn  ddtmy  ihe  fofigc  fctrt^siUe  to  Ihr  Bnrmy  in  Fliil*(1H|ih[*  prrnnty 
■■d  m  parE  «f  Buda,  and  lo  driw  oR  the  bon*«  Actd  cacilf.  Ilv  thui  nadft 
ftcimil  quila  Juvnd  the  dtr.-^ 'fd/w^''  ^^-  Let^n.  Much  $lh.  I44h. 

'  *'  II7  idTTrft  r«c«iTvct  from  Rhode  Ulflnd,  TtnnfiriitUg  10  tup  k  ropy  nf  1 
IftMr  trm  General  lletth  (o  Lini1-ipener«l  BuFifoyne.  t  ccfry  of  srltich  \>  tn- 
dgKil,  1  am  iiiforBioJ  ifait  It  j«  deicnnihcil  ta  deUiu  ncaccji]  Biiq;cryi]c\ 
cnofM  Id  New  KfigUnd  untfl  ill  ritmind*  fin  ihdT  pnwWon*  wnM  oflirr 
BMCaBrw  w  vttivSed,  «nd  ihtE  Uiia  deUrminalion  is  croandcd^  not  only  sfaon 
ft  rriUHiiod  of  nine  far  pnjvttioni  Id  be  tcui  in  fcr  ih«  vubvLilcncc  t.-i  [be 
prinnrfi  lo  ny  ixnnnioii.  and  fur  ihi-  pDrcEuie  of  other  nece»uii«,  bui  upon 
KfofS*f  ^  my  icvnlt.  «Aiiariv«,  *nd  Abctlon,  of  whil  u«  ailed  conrinenui 
btib  of  CR<iUl,     Thli  ]ui  ftUcftdMi  is  loo  iLllbcrd  10  dcicrvc  •  leriuui  uhAcr. 

"  With  vca£«rd  ti>lhe  olhcTi  I  know  rot  fnim  whil  nprwlon.  in  iny  <if  nty 
IfUrn  to  yoit.  it  hu  1>cfn  andinLoodt  thai  t  mmJd  tTtc  rtc^uAtion  alludtd  b> 
Vga  kno*  ihaa  the  ■Il'JwftnM  *if  proviBcinn  to  priTflDCi?,  from  stic  bci{iDolD|c  of 
xtff  command,  hu  brm  eqiu]  In  quifiiLiy  and  qiuliLy  to  vtitt  ts  ^tren  in  our 
dvn  troopa  ooc  on  tervicV'  If  you  hud  Iboughi  [h1«  kiifuHiaent.  you  mi^hr 
have  dlr«ied  a  futhcr  mppl^  from  lIjc  tpmKcU,  ahJ  *«c  likeniic  *t  likcity 
^  «iod  id  whjtleivr  ulidrs  you  1]iiiD|;hL  pntprf  fTinii  lite  couniry.  The  allow> 
VBC*  of  fuel  h*!  twn  ilan  re|^iUi^,  a«  wf  II  ii  our  nnni  woald  idmit.  and  a 
nviUr  pcnvibaiati  of  pufchakt  or  aapp)y  from  you  \tm  doct  b<cn  rtfuscd,  M j 
Irticr  of  tbe  2itt  of  April  Usi  nplalned  to  yon  what  wu  affotdoil  10  the 
prinnett;  flotbing,  ond  lome  other  noctuiguKa,  ihey  bad  a  right  10  npecl 
(rvm  thwe:,  who  had  been  tbc  occaatoa  of  Ihcir  beinc  apoKd  lo  the  chance  of 
CBpllvlly,  uid  that  Idn  1  have  crrr  nnrlrnicxxt  (o  be  uiuiuaL     But  wmrUh' 
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c^frning  General  Bur^^oynr's  army,  anJ  the  measures 
adopted  relative  to  it.  I  have  only  to  inform  you,  that 
this  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  never  had  the  least 
direction.  It  lies  wholly  with  Congress  ;  and  the  pro* 
posals  you  make  on  this  head  must  be  submitted  to 
them.  I  have  accordingly  transmitted  a  copy  of  your 
letter,  and  shall  be  ready  to  forward  to  you  any  reso* 
lution  they  may  take  in  consequence. 

I  shall  omit  anJmadvcrtm^  on  your  obscrvatiofis 
with  regard  to  the  allowance  and  treatment  to  pris- 
oners in  your  hands.     It  is  a  subject,  which  has  been 

Mxtidm^  ilie  rcnoiutrkric<9  t  uAdc  Kt  j^v,  upoath*!  point,  CndinicthaltapplB 
were  nut  vnl  In,  mj  tjununilr  jiil«r]K«cil  Ui  licbalf  ol  llic  uolurtLiiAtc  men  ia 
our  pq»e«]Ofi ;  Uhl,  en  «  l«tv  teptfltntat^oa  ol  their  ditrre^  1  fivnniilod  ia 
dus  dt)r  (he  purcliaic  of  hlAhlcfitinu,  bid  «uch  other  neccvi&rio  ■«  iba  Hv«ri|f 
of  the  winiDi  rc<iuJr*,  nd  ttJthtm  vhicEi  ilivr  miui  abwIutelT  kKir«  periibcd. 

"  CortfiJ'nl  Kc  J  uTti.  fh«t  ftm  will  •clitio«|pi^  thit  tn  Iw  d  juir  nMUl  «tf 
fmctt,  I  cAna&t  but  ihiah  U  BimoTf*!/  \'t  Hjr  aiijr  tiling  TAfifact,  father  npob 
Ehe  cniclL^  ftUcl>  atlcj^^^  \t>  liavcbccn  eicrtucJ  ^ili^L  the  t^Lsvonv  or  i^ 
unjust  renrmimi  y»ii  hivf  liceTiio  aTlea  ih(Ip/v<l  ra  Inntmit  Eo  me  opoo  Ihii 
hc«4,  In  connidenlioji.  hoircrcr,  bJ  the  real  and  nD«TTjid^[e^NBiaMi<rflfc* 
pnnontTi  on  both  siJo.  u  wdE  u  to  pvl  an  «ad  t^  B^J  f rvhlas  dUnxltOQ  «• 
thr  ^ttjtiil,  I  (hall  iron^mt  \n  «ii  iracnp-jiatf  cTtf  hiTijjr  nl  all  priconm  kuw  it- 
our  paucBiuu.  oi  wcU  oi£c«ri  aa  private  eua  aq  fv  as  the  tiufahct  «|  i^ 
lalicr,  ami  pariiy  u(  Llie  rjmk  <■(  Elic  farmer,  «U  adaill.  In  4bc  MC«b  tiMc. 
1  th:itl  wiiil  Ihf  arrival  hfrr  at  tlw  Bnti«h  offie«n»  whoia  yoo  InTvnhMHd 
upon  theirpA rule*,  andiihiJ],withoi]ldcijiy,  ■on(lnn«q«Aln(]mlwrt&]roai>rcMrn> 

">Vith  rqc^rd  to  thif  iccuunt  for  pruvyunif  knd  Dthor  DticBiultt^  vUch  I 
find  by  Grnefftl  llearh't  letter  i*  brcome  H  prel^vt  f ar inf r^hpng. tl  It  (t  nolla- 
ttndetl  oA  V\  ahsoUtv  hfvbch  of,  iho  caavcnlEon  of  SuaE<i^A,  I  <ii>  ttMlUy  a^nt 
to  the  iiLitutfdmlc  RppoiDUnEiiL  of  comniiatoucii.  uji  yum  ]J4it  juid  uri  inia«.  Lu 
HitU  fhni  account,  rog«th«r  »iJh  ail  oThef  aE^tmml*  iftt  pr&viajorn,  *C-  lor- 
aljhod  the  pdnoDfrrr  on  ciEhcr  Ei'dc^  and  ed  raaka  pajmcnt  of  the  ^*!MrTt- 
Al  1  ha\c  DO  abjflclioD  to  ihc  c«rljcsl  incrtiuf  i>[  llic  nnDmiugacv  fvt 
compteEing  the  eichangetad  li'^viditEing  l^e  •ccounu,  I  tnjti  Itt^re  w(U  b*ao 
a«v  JtnpcilimcaL  Id  Ebc  rctcB»  of  Ci^ncral  Bur|-ayn«'«  Inopa,  bNl  dtSA 
givt  immfUlBlcly  such  onJcrs  for  their  einbukalioa  opaii  Ibc  arriiBj  orf  Ai 
traji*piirK  at  UcHtotv.  u  will  iwmon  enrf  difficult j/'^-JV^ttr  W  iVmiM^pam, 
5  Febniaiy,  1778. 
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fully  discussed  in  the  progress  of  our  correspond- 
ence; and  the  necessity  of  a  further  investigation 
is  superseded,  by  your  now  meeling  me  on  the 
ground  I  have  so  long  wished.  The  powers  under 
which  I  act  are  entirely  derived  from  Congress,  and 
must  of  course  be  subject  to  such  modifications,  aa 
they  may  think  proper  according  to  circumstances  to 
prescribe  But,  holding  myself  fully  ^LUthorixed,  by 
their  instructions  ^nd  intentions,  to  avail  my5cU  of 
the  reasonable  terms,  you  are  at  this  time  willing  to 
adopt  for  the  mutual  relief  of  prisoners,  I  shall  ex- 
plicitly close  with  your  prepositions  to  the  following 
effect  ; — "That  an  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  in 
our  possession,  officer  for  officer,  soldier  for  soldier, 
and  citizen  for  citiscn,  so  far  as  number  and  rank 
will  apply/  be  carried  into  execution,  as  expeditiously 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  and  without 
regard  to  any  controverted  point,  which  might  prove 
an  impediment  to  so  desirable  an  end.  And  here,  as 
1  may  not  clearly  understand  your  meaning,  when 
you  say, — **  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  wait  the  arrival 
of  the  Briciiih  officers,  whom  you  have  relea&ed  upon 
their  paroles,  and  shall  without  delay  send  an  equal 
number  to  you  in  return." — I  take  occasion  to  request, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  an  explana- 
tion ;  whether  you  intend  to  consider  such  officers, 
on  both  sides,  as  still  continuing  under  the  obligation 
of  a  parole,  or  as  absolutely  exchanged  in  pursuance  of 
the  general  cartel."     1  see  no  reason  why  an  effectual 

^  Hf>«>v  rffilint  thai  \ht  erchnnge  ol  irominii«iiAnvd  nflifrn  mno  hr  K^vrrtifd 


J 


37" 


THM  WKITIJrGS  OF 


[<778 


exchange  should  not  At  once  operate  wich  respect  to 
Uiem. 

I  also  agrre,  thai  two  commissioners  from  me  shall 
mc?et  a  like  mimber  from  you,  on  the  loth  day  of 
March  in  Gcrmantown.  at  the  King  ol  Prussia  Tavern, 
at  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  to  adjust  upon  equitable 
terms  the  diflerence  you  mention,  and  such  other 
matters  as  they  may  be  severally  empowered  to  de- 
termine. 

With  respect  to  a  ^neral  settlement  of  accounts, 
as  it  comprehends  points  with  which  I  have  no  au- 
thority lo  interfere,  it  is  nol  in  my  power  to  concur 
in  the  measure  you  suggest  for  that  purpose.  1  am 
under  the  necessity  of  referring  it  to  the  decision  of 
Congress.  Considering  agcneral  exchange  as  5nally 
agreed  on  between  us,  I  shall  without  delay  order  the 
prisoners  in  our  hands  to  places  in  the  vicinity  of 
your  different  posts,  as  their  rcspeclive  situation*^  may 
render  most  convenient;  and  shall  give  you  notice 
as  they  arrive,  that  you  may  return  a  number  equal 
to  those  sent  in  from  time  to  time.  I  am,  with  due 
respect,  Sir,  &c 


TO  UAJOR^ENEKAt   HcDOUGALL. 

Head  QtiAHTEii,  Vauxv  Foaoi, 
Dear  Sir,  "  F=bruuy,  1778. 

The  Congress,  so  long  ago  as  the  30th  November 

last,  directed  me  to  have  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 

Culond  CimpbelK  '*  ^^  have  pqI  aplT  been  loagot  (."oufiacd,  liut  Lavc  htti^ 
erta  bcm  [he  abjeclioF  ptrrifuUr  cKfepdon."  The  convcntloa  ttcofn  Hovfr 
«Iio  regarded  ^  Bubjectf  oE  ^nlUDi^e, 
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of  the  losses  of  Fort  Mifflin  upon  the  Delaware,  and 
Fort  Montgomery  upon  Hudsons  river.  The  peculiar 
siination  of  the  army  has  hindered  me  from  attc^nding 
to  this  matter  before  this  time-  As  most  of  the 
principal  officers  up  the  North  River  were  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Montgomery, 
or  e\'entually  so  by  being  very  near  it,  there  cannot 
in  my  opinion  be  a  sufficient  number  proper  to  com- 
pose a  Court  found  upon  the  spot.  It  is  therefore 
my  intention  to  send  three  at  least  from  this  Army, 
and  it  is  my  wish  that  you  should  be  one  and  act  as 
president  upon  the  occasion,  if  your  health  will  per- 
mit you  to  attend.  !  shall  therefore  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  upon  the  subject,  that,  I  may  cither  proceed 
to  fill  up  the  commission  for  you.  or  appoint  another, 
il  your  health  should  not  be  sufficiently  established 
to  go  thro'  the  Business.  It  is  my  wish  to  have  this 
inquiry  carried  on,  not  only  in  obedience  to  the  Re- 
solve of  Congress,  but  for  other  reasons,  which  1 
need  not  explain  to  you.  It  is  besides  impatiently 
expected  by  the  Gentlemen  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
who  are  in  hopes  that  some  beneficial  consequences 
will  result  from  it  You  are  particularly  well  ao- 
<)uainted  with  many  circumstances  relating  to  the 
situation  of  matters  in  that  quarter  and  therefore 
more  capable  of  conducting  the  enquiry  than  any 
other  officer,  I  shall  only  add  one  reason  more  to 
induce  you  to  strain  a  point  upon  this  occasion, 
which  is,  that  the  scarcity  of  General  Officers  is 
already  so  great,  that,  supposing  one  as  proper  as 
yourself,  I  could  not  spare  him  without  injury  to  the 
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tervice.     1  shall  expect  an  answer  by  return  of  the 
topress.'     I  am*  &c, 

to  major-general  gates. 

Sir, 

II  am  favored  with  your^  of  the  9th  instant,  cnclos- 
ng  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial  hdd 
by  your  oriler.  It  is  a  defect  in  our  martial  lavr, 
from  which  we  often  find  great  inconvenience^  that 
the  power  of  appointing  general  courts-martial  is  too 
limited.  I  do  not  find  ii  can  be  legally  exercised  by 
any  officer,  except  the  Commander-in-chief,  or  the 
Commanding  general  in  any  particular  State,  This 
tircitmstance would  make  it  improper  forme  to  ratify 
the  sentence  against  Murray,  did  the  nature  of  his 
Crime  require  it ;  and^  if  it  was  thought  inexpedient  to 
let  him  pass  unpunished,  I  should  be  under  the  neccs* 
ilcy  of  ordering  anorher  court  for  his  trial.  But  as 
there  are  some  mitigating  considerations,  which  you 
tnention,  it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  remit  the 
present  sentence,  without  proceeding  any  further  in 
the  affair.  1  leave  it  to  your  judgment,  either  with 
my  approbation  to  do  this,  or  to  make  use  of  the 
Enclosed  order*  to  bring  the  offender  to  a  second  trial 

'  *'  With  leaped  to  Fort  Mifflin.  iFc  inquiry  ini">Wc3  Tcry  cituiinvc  fofiild^ 
tTMiioD),,  &[k4  nk<jre  ar  k>s  nlTecti  aIdilui  aII  iht  General  Olfxvn  in  thLi  tnnr- 
Vhnac  idvict  ur  roncnrrrrt:?  in  tke  Tntuurpii  [uli«ri.  mribt  them  in  lomr  (legrH 

fcrti^|.  The  mode  in  tnj  opmian  An;.F  ttEickccplioTialilt  lo  be  punned  i»  for 
ngrrtt  iv  nuLliailtT  a  Contnkicc  of  their  Qvn  bud^n  ox  \a  i1zU^^\k  %.ixj  irihs 
pcnntit  (hey  vnny  chnse  Ea  Intni^r^  nnr  ccnDA^trd  «riih  the  □|>em.joEu  ai  ihU 
Anay.  lo  jfo  (nlo  ihe  buoinrHv"—  l^^*tMng$m  U  tkt  Prmdmt  t/  t^mgfwu^  % 
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Had  the  constitution  of  the  court  been  entirely 
regular,  1  do  not  conceive  i  could  with  propriety  alter 
the  capital  punishment  into  a  corporal  one.  The 
right  of  mitigating  only  extends,  in  my  opinion.  Co 
tesaening  the  degree  of  pLinishmcnt,  in  the  same 
species  prescribed  ;  and  does  not  imply  any  authority 
to  change  the  nature  or  quality  of  it  altogether  I 
am,  sir,  &C.' 


I 
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TO    GOVERNOR    t-IVtNGSTON, 

Vallkv  fOHCi,  14  FcbraATT,  J77I. 

Sir 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  tran^imitting  you  a  Letter 
from  the  Committee  of  Congress,  now  here.  These 
gentlemen  have  represented  the  distress  of  the  Army 
for  want  of  provision  so  fjlly  and  in  so  just  a  tight^ 
that  I  shall  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  further 
observations  upon  the  subject — I  shall  only  observe, 

*  "You  mentlciii Kime icnipLeii,  u lo the opcrmi Jon  of  cjD/«nlde« vT wu,  wilb 
K^ml  (■>  ir>tffibon)it.  la  iFlemplpd  dt^^rtion,  coces  of  m«K  ialuHion,  mm. 
pcvtcd  lA  'Bj*  lucl,  butHritbiit»Bd!n|>  Ihc  ccnfsiioa  of  ihc  crimimils)  I  A<r  aot 
c^wrirc,  TO  fftJI  vithin  Ihc  mo-ninc  of  Thit  Biticlc,  wbicb  pu-lkuliirly  rcliitn  lo 

■■y  ttt^  t>|J WITt  of  \X,  c^rrnpnnd,  I  i^t-mV  (herf  un  he  no  doubl  of  iLo 
praftleCy  of  oan&traiiiG  tt  into  dacrtkm,  i.iid  inftictinj;  ibc  wntcncc  q'  Ihe  Jav, 
Wheik  ■  mnn  \i  found  a(  an  knippoper  di«IiBC«  Ifodi  the  cunp,  or  tn  citcUB' 
riubcH  ihAl  [ciilkMc  An  ilTcmpI  ic  dacrl.  He  is  c<riain]y  to  be  coDiidcred  and 
tivaied  u  ■  dcKrtci.  If  nut,  tlic  utriupL  o'  ontiiiti^  but  ihc  full  ticcnlJon  of 
hiB  dttipi.  vfn  la  be  denDvd  davrtinn.  ihv  can*  v^uld  ii«v*t^  or  **rf  nrtljr 
W  «ac«rt>in«d  \  (v.  In  ordvt  to  thftt,  It  would  b«  ncccuvy  tbi;  »o1dier  tboald 
hl*<  been  ■cinallj  vilh  ibe  rncmTAod  ifba-vwds  rcoovcmJ.  Wbeo  ilifflculifei 
ACAf,  Efip  cpirti  Alher  Ihui  (he  l«1ttr  of  ibf  [iv  ifl  to  be  couAulled,  and  Ihit 
•ppetn  tic^lf  ID  be  iatcndeil  by  Ikiai  pan  of  llic  o«tli  ptocnbed  la  Courl* 
Hmrliii,  wliitli  klcclara^  '  ibilirlicn  lui/tUmtfl  ikhall  m-uiCttlik:]!  i«  m^I  etplAinel 
bf  the  arTiclR,  the  ctrnn  a  to  detennine,  ■f:rard]ng  1o  consricnce,  th«  bpsl  «rf 
tbcii  iUHJ«n1uidjn£<  aod  tb«  cutaiD  of  wu  ia  like  cuca.'  "— ftWiiM^^w  4r 
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that  if  the  picture  they  have  drawn  is  imperfect  it  is. 
because  the  colourings  are  not  sufficiently  strong;  it 
docs  not  exceed  our  real  situation.  From  your  real 
and  earnest  wishes  to  promot*?  the  service,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  we  shall  have  every  rehef  in  your 
power  to  give.  I  should  have  troubled  you  before  oo 
this  interesting  and  alarming  business — had  I  not 
supposed  Congress  the  proper  Body  to  have  been  in* 
formed,  and  that  the  means  of  rcUef  should  be  under 
their  direction. 

Not  to  mention  our  distresses  the  last  campaign 
and  that  wc  were  supplied  from  hand  to  mouth  and 
frequently  not  at  all,  from  the  day  Mr.  Trumbull  left 
Commissary  department,  this  is  the  second  time  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year  that  we  have  been  on 
the  poirl  of  a  dissolution,  and  I  know  not  whether 
the  melancholy  event  may  not  take  place. 

The  subject  of  Horses  too  is  so  fully  explained  by 
the  Committee  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  enlarge 
on  that  head.  The  advantages  derived  from  a  r&- 
fipcctablc  cavalry  will  strike  you  at  once,  and  I  have 
the  most  entire  confidence  that  you  will  with  pleasure 
afford  any  aid  in  your  Power  to  promote  our  views  in 
this  )n3tanc<i     1  have  Sec. 


TO   JUCUARD    HBHRV    LRE. 


Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of   the   2d  ultimo,  from  Chantilly.  en- 
closing  Lieutenant-Colonel   Frazer'**  orders   for  the 
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tnanagement  of  the  grenadiers  and  lighi-infantry  in 
an  action,  and  upon  a  march,  came  to  my  hands  in  the 
course  of  last  month,  and  merits  my  thanks,  as  it  may 
be  of  use  to  such  corps,  one  of  which,  consisting  of 
light-infantry,  we  are  now  forming.  The  enemy  arc 
^vern^  by  no  principles  that  ought  to  actuate 
honest  men  ;  no  wonder  then,  that  forgery  should  be 
amongst  their  other  crimes.  I  have  seen  a  letter 
published  in  a  handbill  at  New  York,  and  extracts 
from  it  republished  in  a  Philadelphia  paper,  said  to 
be  from  me  to  Mrs,  Washington,  not  one  word  of 
which  did  I  ever  write.  Those  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  you  speak  of  are.  I  presume,  equally 
genuine,  and  perhaps  written  by  the  same  author."    I 

*  '*  Tbc  arte  of  lliv  cncTEiH  of  Aoierin  are  «iictlc4,  hal  all  wifkfii  ■■  Ehcj 
■re  nrioDfc.  Anions  oibci  trickt.  ihc^  havff  fori^il  a  pamplilrl  of  trtun. 
•Villfd  '  t^On  frcitia  Gftnenl  Wiuhingi«n  to  SrT«nl  nf  hi<  Fn^adi,  in  1776.' 
The  'tciU;n  of  (hv  forf^cr  \\  cnJeril,  «Dd  ao  donbi  ii  j^a-incd  biro  a  food 
btf fiiEAk  frain  his  muieis,  I  would  send  jnu  x'iAh  punphlpc,  if  \\  Vfir  na[  lh 
bulky  for  ihe  E^*^  b^  ^'  might  ttrve  to  atTLiiic  your  iFisare  houn  durtnj  ihfr 
ia*ciiaa  <»%  winter," — fiiekvJ  linxry  t-ft  ia  tftjAingfrM,  s  JaiiiufTi  i^J^. 
Tha  Isitci  rcfarrcd  10  an  lUue  iircieil  amipurioua  in  VuL  IV,  of  iblacQ]io> 

"Sfiice  itf  laiE  to  T«u  abcnit  ili«  lud  of  jAbuaiy,  I  haTBbMH  fct«rrd  wltl 
you  ktier  of  lIw  isth  ol  thit  moDiti.  vhlcb  Old  a»[n*cb  wj  hjtadt  UU  utiliU 
<hnc  le*  da^  I'bc  quMlton  there  pul  «u,  Id  artme  d«^ee.  lolved  in  ay  Uil. 
Dal  Eo  be  OUR  npLidt,  I  can  ludurt;  jov,  that  no  pcncm  ever  biard  mcdmpaa 
flsptndoci  ihil  bad  a  itndtfutr  LufiBi4,'nA(ji)ii.  THe  Hmc  ]}r|»ti|iln.  ibai  IcJtao 
bftcmbwk  la  th^/ippMviiioaMTh'arltiFtarf ''taimt  f)f  i<rear  UnEniEi,  Ap^ratrvilh 
fcJJIliODal  FoF«  at  tbbdaj  ;  nor  u  i(  mj  dc^ira  Id  ^jLbtitaw  mj  t€mzt%,  whil« 
tbcf  BK  coniJflcrcd  of  Impgrlaaoe  iii  ihe  pfntnt^Dacut .  but  |o  rcfon  ailnlcD 
of  thi<  kip.^  l>  Kfltfing  T^F  ult,  which  tFiDW,  who  aft?  endeavoring  lo  effect  a 
change,  ate  praciUtnf  t&  bnt]|[  it  lo  pui.  [  bava  uid.  ami  1  aljlt  do  uj.  that 
Ibcrt  is  not  All  vffitrr  in  the  tcrvicc  vf  ihc  Cnitod  Siaiei.  [lut  tv^ulii  rciuin  to 
lti«  twvctc  of  ri<imp*i]c  lifr  viih  more  hparifrit  }0f  than  1  iUdu^cL  Jlut  I  wiuM 
Wt«  tUa  declaniioA  accom|kanitd  bj  tbetd  aeai^eali)  that.  vbiU  (ba  ptiblia 
■f«ttlii&e4  vlth  mycndvaruLin.  t  oicao  aui  tu  ibrinL  from  the  caiue.    Hut  the 
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should  be  glad,  however  to  sec  and  examine  the 
texture  of  them,  if  a  favorable  opportunity  to  send 
them  should  present 

Lord  Comwallis  has  certainly  embarked  for  Eng- 
land, but  with  what  view  is  not  so  easy  to  determine. 
He  was  eyewitness  a  few  days  before  his  departure 
CO  a  scene,  not  a  little  disgraceful  to  the  pride  of 
British  valor,  in  their  manoeuvre  to  Chesnut  Hill, 
and  precipitate  return,  after  boa&tmg  their  intcntioos 
of  driving  us  beyond  the  mountains. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find,  that  the  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia have  taken  matters  up  so  spiritedly :  but  wish, 
instead  of  attempiing  to  raise  so  many  volunteers, 
they  had  resolved  at  all  adventures  to  complete  their 
regiments  by  drafting.  If  all  the  States  would  do 
this,  and  fall  upon  ways  and  means  to  supply  their 
troops  with  comfortable  clothing  upon  moderate 
terms,  and  Congress  would  make  the  commissions 
of  officers  of  some  value  to  them,  every  thing  would 
probably  go  well,  making  at  the  same  time  some 
reform  in  the  different  departments  of  the  army; 
nothing  standing  tn  greater  need  of  It.  than  the 
quartermasters  and  commissaries,  as  no  army  ever 
suffered  more  by  their  neglect ;  the  consequence^  of 
this  neglect  are  much  to  be  dreaded. 

1  am.  dear  Sir»  your  most  obedient  servant. 


iQamcnt  hti  *(]ln,  [lol  ibitl  of  f^clion,  catLsiipon  m«  torEsign.  I  tbtll  do  il  villi 
■s  much  pletmre  u  ever  Ih«  we^xiy  traveller  r«tirFd  to  r«I,  Tfcit,  ay  dear 
DcKlor^  ycu  arc  si  liberty  to  uscrl ;  hnx.  jn  dpine  it,  1  would  hare  aotlunc 
fofmaL  ALL  ltikD|^  will  conir  right  lEiin.  and  »Don  ttcotts  tb«lr  prupa  Igof. 
■«  ih«  dmigii  \t  nr>r  <tn\j  Hwn  tlirou^,  bet  rtpratetM.'^- WMJhi^f|i#ii  t*  itm. 
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TO   OOVERKOE   CEORCE   CLINTON, 


I 


16  yehnnry,  1778- 

Dear  Sir, 

It  \s  with  great  reluctancf:  I  trouble  you  on  a 
subject,  which  does  not  properly  fall  within  yOLr 
province  ;  but  it  is  a  subject  that  occasions  me  more 
distre^,  \\M\t\  I  have  felt  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war;  and  which  loudly  demands  the  most  zealous 
exertions  of  every  person  of  weight  and  authority, 
who  IS  interested  in  the  success  of  our  afTairs ;  I 
mean  the  present  dreadful  situation  of  the  army 
for  want  of  provisions,  and  the  miserable  prospects 
before  us  with  respect  to  futurity.  It  is  more 
alarming,  than  you  will  probably  conceive;  for,  to 
form  a  just  idea,  it  were  necessary  to  be  on  the 
spot.  For  some  days  past»  there  has  been  lilile  less 
than  a  famine  in  camp.  A  part  of  the  army  has 
been  a  week  without  any  kind  of  flesh,  and  the 
rest  three  or  four  days.  Naked  and  starving  as  they 
are,  we  cannot  enough  admire  the  incomparable  pa- 
tience and  fidelity  of  the  soldiery,  that  they  have  not 
been  ere  ihis  excited  by  their  suffering  to  a  general 
mutiny  and  dispersion.  Strong  symptoms,  however, 
of  discontent  have  appeared  in  particular  instances; 
and  nothing  but  the  most  active  efforts  everywhere 
can  long  avert  so  shocking  a  catastrophe- 

Our  present  sufferings  arc  not  all.  There  is  no 
foundation  laid  for  any  adequate  relief  hereafter 
All  the  magaiires  provided  in  the  States  of  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  and 
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3.11  the  Jinmecliate  additional  supplies  they  seem 
capable  of  afTording,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  army  more  than  a  month  longer,  if  so  long. 
Very  little  has  been  done  to  the  eastward,  and  as 
little  Co  the  southward ;  and  whatever  we  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  those  quarters  must  neces- 
sarily be  very  remote,  and  is,  indeed,  more  precarious 
than  could  be  wished.  When  the  fore-mentioned 
supplies  arc  exhausted,  what  a  terrible  crisis  must 
ensue,  unless  all  the  energy  of  the  continent  shall 
be  exerted  to  provide  a  timely  remedy  1 

Impressed  with  this  idea.  1  am,  on  my  part,  putting 
every  engine  at  work,  tlial  I  can  possibly  think  of. 
to  prevent  the  fatal  consequences,  we  have  so  great 
reason  to  apprehend  I  am  calling  upon  ^11  those, 
«rhose  stations  and  inlluence  enable  them  to  com 
tribute  their  aid  upon  so  important  an  occasion;  and, 
from  your  well,  known  zeal.  1  expect  every  thing 
within  the  compass  of  your  power,  and  that  the 
abilities  and  resources  of  the  State  over  which  you 
preside  will  admit.  1  am  sensible  of  the  disadvan- 
tages it  labors  under,  from  having  been  so  lon^  the 
scene  of  war.  and  that  it  must  be  exceedingly  drained 
by  the  great  demands  to  which  it  has  been  subject 
Btii.  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  contribute 
materially  to  our  relief,  you  can  perhaps  do  some- 
thing towards  it ;  and  any  assistance,  however  trifling 
in  itself,  will  be  of  great  moment  at  so  critical  a 
juncture,  and  will  conduce  to  the  keeping  of  the 
army  together,  till  the  commissary's  department  can 
be  put  upon  a  better  footing,  and  eH^eccual  measures 


« 
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concerted  to  secure  a  permanent  and  competent  sui>- 
ply.  What  methods  you  can  take,  yQu  will  be  the 
best  judge  of;  but.  if  you  can  devise  any  means  to 
procure  a  quantity  of  cattle,  or  other  kind  of  flesh, 
for  the  use  of  this  army,  to  be  at  camp  in  the  course 
of  a  month,  you  will  render  a  most  essential  service 
to  the  common  cause.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a' 

'  Til*  following  nincf  from  ■  Ittter  wnrtpn  in  cftiap  by  G#ner»l  Vtraudi,  «■- 
bric^db'  of  ih«  dftj^,  to  General  Cn«Df,  nol  only  presents  *  vivid  jijciure  of 
tbc  iluCicatck  uf  Ujc  iLTinv*  \mX  t bowt  (he  iUlTii::ulLlci  aiUe  whjclt  Ihc  Cantniitnili^i- 
in.ctii*l  hitd  ru  contend,  ^  «e1]  in  wEinnhin^  iht  u«nH  ai  ftufTFring  inson^ 
iba  Kddjfln,  u  m  controUmi;  tbe  diiicantcTit  vid  oppcaujii;  dpinionf  of  hi» 
oA«n. 

''Th0  itioAiion  of  the  mnp  iKtuch."  %My%  G«n«nl  Vanium.  *' itaat  tb  HX 
humfta  probibiiiiy  the  umy  muii  to^n  diHotv*^  Muy  of  Uie  Inopi  uy  dcili- 
Ivbe  vf  EucAt,  (UtJ  xr<  kvceiI  djivt  id  urc4r.  TIip  buihck  hic  dyini;  for  W4at  of 
fonu**,  Thp  <>mintfy  in  Ihft  *iriniljr  nf  thr  dnip  i*  r«haitfcTpd  Thpr*  annot 
bt  k  Don]  ccttainCf  of  bvttonEij*  au(  circumitincei;,  vhltc  ve  conlinue  li«rf. 
WhU  oomtqavnce*  htic  wr  mkm9]l>  lo  cit^ct  ?  Our  dc wrtioni  uf  aiioiLlfil]- 
tai(l)r  (TMi;  lh«  love  of  frcrdom.  vhichorcc  inrmAKyl  ibe  brr«stiof  lhoc«  bom 
Id  Ihe  country,  k«  conlnlM  bj  bun^fr,  Ihe  keeneil  of  ne»tau«t.  IT  vc  coiw 
ildcT  tbc  nUti^n  in  whkli  we  tUnd  ta  ihc  troupe,  we  cjinaol  recoDcilc  iTidr 
mflcfi:i^  la  ihf  fcTHfimcnu  nf  hannit  men,  So  puliilc»|  eoTi*i<lertiion  c»ti 
latlifj  ih*  m«aitEjrr.  ~rh«r«  iv  no  Ifttsl  object  of  go  much  momfst,  av  fo  eon- 
cnl  the  ohli^liAnt  wbkh  bind  u«  (a  t1i«in-  ShnuIiT  ■  hhnd  ittUchjb<bl  to  4 
pncoocCTKd  pUn  \%XP,\\y  di»f!oci.  and  In  flip  fiid  forr«  ihr  army  Co  mndnf. 
Ikn  *il]  Ibt  umr  country,  whirh  nov  Appliudt  our  bemniUge  [Villcy  Foige], 
carse  out  i.ikKnilbilitj'^ 

"1  fcavc  froni  ibc  ficjinnlna  viewed  Ihis  tAtaU-lan  with  tiorrciT  T  It  h  un- 
pirsUfllDJ  in  tli4  hitlory  of  mitnkind  to  edotilikh  winler  quaTt«n  in  1  <oDntry 
iTMMd  nnd  wiihnut  a  ^i^i^tc  muchiinc.  Wv  ti«w  only  kcl  Booifi  of  ibc  eiTfta, 
«falchR4ioii  from  ibc  bcetitnlnif  luighl  iu  lo  cip«i  k%  lti«\lTible-  M^  fiv^ 
^am.  upott  Ihit  occition  may  be  otteotl^ :  if  »o.  1  ihoold  he  unbeppy,  but  duLj 
«M£e9  Bkc  10  ipc«k  wiLbouI  rocrve.  My  o*^n  cofudcncc  will  appn>re  tlie 
deed,  (fhen  (ome  may  pcrhniiK  Iciurk  back  nrlifa  rc^m  In  Lbe  time,  when  Ihe  etll 
In  ritTvrrc  mt^hr  hiiv«<  b^m  prvvvniftl.  There  it  tin  4llemdlivr,  bur  im- 
■DcduKly  10  temovc  chc  Antiy  I0  plicci  vhcrc  Ibcy  ctn  be  wippljrd,  uakv 
ctfecnil  Rinedin  can  be  ipphcJ  on  the  ipoi.  whkh  I  b^lifre  cvzry  eeaUcoiarL 
td  th*  •roDy  rMnV»  impmcficnhlfl." — MS.  Litttw,  Fehninry  oih. 

"  I  h4tc  iaor<  LbAD  oact  racntioned  to  you  thai  we  Imve  been  ob%ed  lo  n- 
oaBDCc  Ihe  luoal  iinpurijuit  cnterpTivi.  dcUy  Ihe  mouL  irilical  marcba,  I7  Ihe 


^Sa  THE  WMJTJNGS  OF  [1778 

AM    ADDRESS    TO     THB    INHAHITANTS    OF     NEW     JBRSKVi 

rENNSVLVANEA,     DELAWARE,    MARYLAND, 

AND  VIRGINIA.' 

Vallmt  Fokg^  iS  Pebnuirr.  177S- 

FrictK^s,  CoLEntrrmcn,  and  Fellow  Citi»Q«, 

Aflcr  Ibice  cimpaigntG,  Ouring  which  the  bravt*  fubjectt  of 
ttifsc  St&teu  have  conrencled,  not  unitiicct^a^fiilly,  with  one  of  the 
moal  pottciitil  kmgdonis  upon  carih,  wc  mow  ^od  oursdvta  tX 
Icoit  upon  a  level  wirh  out  opponents  ;  and  there  u  the  bcM 
reflson  to  believe,  that  efforts  adequatt,-  to  the  jibilttid  of  this 
couniiy  would  finable  ux  ^tpc^ily  Ui  cunduJe  the  itar,  ami  U) 
secure  the  invaluable  bksAmg$  of  peace,  liberty*  and  safety.  With 
this  view,  it  is  in  contcmplaiion,  at  Ihe  opening  of  (he  tiexl  euu' 
paign.  to  Assemble  a  force  sufiieienr,  not  barely  to  coxier  the 
coimtry  from  a  repeEtlion  of  those  depredations  which  it  hath 
a^lrcady  suJTered,  but  abo  to  operate  oScn&ivdyr  and  10  strike 
lome  decisive  blow. 

tn  tlie  prosecuiioQ  of  this  object,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  io  large 
an  airciy  may  suffer  for  the  want  of  proviTiions.  The  disiAnce 
betvecD  this  and  the  caaicm  States,  whence  considerable  suppliet 
of  liesh  have  been  hitherto  drawn,  will  necessarily  render  thc«e 
supplies e^ttremely  precanout.  And  unless  the  virtuous  yeomaniy 
of  the  Stat»  of  New  Jersey,  Peansylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir< 

dflinqucucy  «f  comauuine}^  Hue  of  Ime  It  hu  reduced  ui  atmcac  tv  the 
poinr  ol  ciLibanding.  Tb«  hud  of  the  dcj«.rTin?iit  i«  1  lE&iioTiiirjr  mtnduit  av 
CoDgTtftK ;  wtiPt  he;  might  <!?,  if  he  b^d  vicvs  enSidvplly  enleDsive,  by  •  proper 
viDplo)rment  o(  agcLiLs.  1  Lliqw  dol  ;  tniL  as  (he  cu^  3&  Bt  fircscnl*  Uc  Kccnu  lo 
be  almoal  usHfis.  1  liave  heiid  il  P&fii!rter1  bjr  more  Ihnn  one  stntihlC',  di^ 
interrsted  man,  ihfit  tTi«  feaiv*^)  of  Mr.  Tnimbvil  Eroia  that  offi<«  hM  t*t«n  iht 
ML  LLC  of  &l]  oyr  Qiiafortunu.  .  .  ,  Ccrtiun  It  is  ibAl  the  wft[>t  of  ^urUciKjei 
or  want  ol  abiluy  in  the  prewrtt  iriLnfcgm.  hai  broughi  iit  \ty  EZ10  bnnk  ol  ruifi. 
By  catraoTilinary  eicruom.  by  ccrfttAng  from  dJAEinl  t»u(y  mfl^juiaet  mdccl' 
IcLting  with  pjirtia,  nclmvcut^tuntilBtcmiionf]'  relief;  mad  luvc  bopo  th&t  iht 
repmFiilaE.Jun  of  our  ^ale  tlitlreu  la  sev«nii  pcn»i]i>  of  irilliifnrf  mnct  ftnibortly 
ID  JiffcrcDl  slatA,  vil]  procorE  va  mih  fitther  5ap]>]i««  u  wttl  wt^  m  frtvi  l^ 
Jjaagrccablc  neceuiLT  vf  diirtding  the  umy  into CADlooBlOntL"'— ^#^4  Z^i 
A)  hiift^ihfr,  17  Pebrvary.  177*- 
'  TIk  (InlE  dI  tbia  oddnv  \%  ia  ths  Af  X  ol  Uouvenitur  HorU. 
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giDiA  w)I)  even  thdnuelv««  10  propue  caul?  for  the  uac  of  the 
afmy,  <Junng  th«  iDonUia  of  M^y,  June,  and  July  nexl,  gr«xi  dif- 
ficuki^i  mflf  ari&c  in  the  course  of  ihc  camptign.  \\  \s  ih«rtfore 
rccocamcndcd  to  the  inh.ibiiiDtv  of  Uiokc  SUtc«,  to  put  up  Aod 
feed  imm^iatdy  u  inariy  of  their  stock  cattk  us  they  can  ftpirc, 
so  as  that  they  may  Ue  driven  to  thb  army  w>[htn  thai  period.  A 
bountiful  |irice  wltJ  be  glvfii.  and  ihp  prcipricLors  may  assure 
thcmicUei.  thAl  they  will  render  a  moat  c«sentUl  service  to  the 
illuiihou9  cauic  of  their  country,  aod  eonlhbutc  la  a  great  degree 
CO  thoren  Uiit  bloody  contact.  But  should  there  be  any  10  ia- 
senvhle  to  the  cunimun  inten^it,  u  nat  to  exert  themsrlvet  upon 
these  gcncrou»  principles,  the  private  inlcrcflE  of  (hose,  whose 
tituation  makci  them  liable  to  become  imniedl^te  subjects  to  ihe 
enemy'K  incurfiion^,  should  prompt  them  at  least  to  a  measure. 
vhkh  ji  calculated  to  save  their  property  from  plunder,  ihelr 
families  from  instill,  and  their  own  persons  from  abuse,  hopeless 
confinement,  or  peihaps  a  vioUot  death. 


to  william  duer. 

Sir. 

I  am  favored  with  yoars  of  the  i6th  instant,  com- 
municacing  the  intelligence  you  had  received  respect- 
ing the  scheme  of  investing  this  camp  and  cutting  off 
its  suppliesv  Your  being  unacquainted  with  our 
present  position  and  the  circumstance  you  mention 
of  an  intimation  from  General  Sinclair  of  the  possi- 
bility of  such  an  event,  very  naturally  occasioned 
Biddle's  insinuation  to  make  the  impression  it  did  on 
your  mtnd  But  it  is  a  project  which  apiicars  to  me 
totally  Imiiracticable  with  the  enerny'<«  [)re*^nt  force; 
or  even  with  one  much  greater;  and  [  believe  the 
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experiment  will  hardly  be  made^  The  extensive  line 
or  rather  circle  they  must  occupy,  to  keep  up  the 
communication  from  post  to  post,  necessary  to  inter- 
cept our  intercourse  with  the  country,  would  be  very 
little  able  to  defend  themselves  at  any  given  point, 
and  would  expose  them  to  ruin  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  us.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  you  must  be  under 
some  misapprehension,  with  respect  to  General  Sin- 
clairs  observation  ;  and  that  be  alluded  to  something 
else  than  an  investiture.     I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  We  have  one  bridge  nearly  completed.  De- 
fects in  the  Quarter  Master's  department  have  delayed 
it  hitherto/ 

■  '*  ]  am  fscMdJDgljr  Sony  to  bear  tfa«1  ■  dlfl«fence  ti4lw««D  ibc  oArco  and 
(nen  of  Lfac  Contiacoul  Lroops  anil  tliooc  of  Ihv  mUUb  ihualul  damp  tl>c  Cfa> 
ri<viA  nf  th«  latier-  1i  has  betn  my  cansEunt  tndcivor  tlnci^  I  hwl  tht  honor  fA 
COmiaAndlhcfaTTBof  tbc  UniliCd  StatcE  tci  prgyenl  itt^  onimMtiflBaeij  jfAl^Aiie* 
boiwctrn  tbc  irootn  uf  difcnui  Sialct,  wlictlici  riEuUf  ur  mnilia.  hf  fiffctrfog 
the  moil  mipirtiU  line  of  cnn^lnri  lowards  ill  1  wry  well  know  vbBi  aeept 
lh«rtf  id  a  muliiHl  confiderife  and  goo*!  a nd< islanding  between  all  Ihc  7QmpL>^ 
Eieiii  paita  uf  ait  a^iuy,  thai  Ihc  bcivicc  mu^i  be  manirciEly  luiuicJ.  aiid  ilicrt- 
fiiw  yhii  mny  rteptnrt  Ihat  I  will  talcc  pflrticular  ««,  when  the  urmj'  Vaknthf 
field  in  the  cprinc  aii4  wLien  wc  thoJl  mon  Ihan  prribable  l»  Qbli|>4d  (o  «U 
upon  Ihv  Militia  Ld  act  id  tunjumjlion  wilH  ub,  tu  eadcav^r  lorcoiov*  the  Uuflca 
oJ  complwnr,  I  hoiv  ihc  unhappy  dispnte  ihai  ariHc  n(  The  SJgci  <»l  the  Coidv 
poM  bciween  •  fvw  olftcm  of  ihe  CanrinoaUl  «riny  And  the  MiUlia.  iiUJ  nlhn 
be  loi>kcd  U(H>n  v  «ii  ac^idcatal  mailer^  iliau  th«  cffnl  of  a  general  an  J  fiut] 
hVKd  beiwtcri  ihcific  (wo  bodies  of  men  imharked  in  (he  time  oitik,  and  wh* 
oLifhl  Id  aflord  f  Euurual  bitppori  <v  dch  other  and  lo  l&nt  Lbeif  ■»«*  *g>iarl 
tha  caii][DL>ia  enemy  raihct  than  dpua  one  aitodici.  t  do  bopc  thatftli  pffljudlcc 
apon  Ihv  part  of  the  country  may  be  fnid  atlde  u|>an  ihii  occuJoa,  and  the 
nofll  Inpamni  enquiry  tnndr  in[n  thii  naaller/' — Woikim^itt^  9^  6WimiMr 
WAarltH.  13  February,  (77B. 

A  ;lf5.  in  WAshin^ioiri  wriiiii};  contttiat  ^rn«  "Remuka"  on  «  pftpn  pf^ 
BdEtted  by  Col-  Bland  in  November,  i???-  Thew  iTTnarkt  a»  of  no  litll* 
intermit  -vhen  viewed  in  the  light  of  subsci^uenl  eventi ' 

"To  ibolbli  cnlonJrd  dU(lutti<jn».  honcvcr  deiifablc  it  may  be.  U  Mil  to 
|iD[Kwkt>l«.    <inax  point  id  Che  «ul7  pan  <J  ihit  wii  »■«  mtd^  la  taId,  10  do 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT    Q¥    CONGKESS. 


a7  Fcl>ramj',  1778. 

Snt, 

I  am  now  (o  acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  several 
favors  of  the  iSth.  tgth,  and  2isC  Instant,  which  with 
their  respective  Inclosures  have  been  duly  received- 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  5th  instant,  transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  7th, 
1  was  about  to  take  measures  for  appointing  a  court- 
martial  and  bringing  on  the  trials  which  they  direct. 
But,  on  recurring  to  the  papers  you  were  pleased  to 
send  me,  I  do  not  find  that  the  committee  have  made 
any  particular  charj^es  against  the  officers,  who  are 
to  be  the  subjects  of  trial.  It  was  probably  the  in- 
tention of  Congress,  that  these  charges  should  be  laid 
by  me  But^as  I  might  err  in  doing  it,  and  not  fully 
correspond  with  their  views  in  the  matter,  especially 
as  it  would  require  considerable  time  and  thought  lo 
make  myself  suHiciendy  acquainted  with  it  from  the 
papers  collected,  1  should  think  it  would  be  most  ad- 

Ibb  :  bu[  rvErn  ui  itie  New  Enflond  SEftiSv  whet*  the  icntiments  uJ  cu&Iooib 

"  The  nffw  mcddlxnt  cf  ibc  ^teay.  kftd  reduting  luparaumcnifj  officcft  i>  « 
voy  doinible  mmiirr.  Hud  uuclit.  li  puwblr,  lu  (aWc  plaice  ,  \tvX  i|ajcn.  mouM 
■OC  nc^  '  talBl  ctudj^ff  lo  auf  mllitlty  tjrttErn,  aa  li  propoiAJ,  oiruiBiDii  loo 
(ttftl  ft  ifltiTuUiofi }  Would  s«i  tbc  aumbn  of  njccted  officers  promota  dU- 
MBMit  ■wJ  dikonler  idiode  the  otnamoi]  «ddici]r7  Kftjr.  cv#D  muCiajr  Attd 
dMtrifon 

"  The  4llowin«  v/  Lind  »  (h<  diibandwl  officen  nay  h*  pmpfcf  enoueh— 
bvt  will  iic)(  ImU  pHy  tie  HiiecuJcil  wiilj  cautuiuuh  eKifcu^c  ?  ul4  would  boi  iblt, 
anil  illrtwina  half  piijr  Infh^  nfficif^  o(  ffilucnl  fralmpnt*  *l  ihcoid  of  thewM, 
Add  fciiCh  wfi^hL  lo  *  (Ubt  ■Iruiiy,  uid  prcbflldy  will  bt,  o|  tuch  nu^ituds^ 
■»  ID  udk  [be  cohmla  undfii  l£t  lud  oT  it ;  and  upv*  «  Efcal  di^i^vt  (o  Ui« 
pi«fd«  fll  Luge  r " 
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visable  for  Congress  to  sUite  cxplictly  the  chargCA 
Ehey  wish  to  have  exhibited  against  the  officers 
respectively ;  and  then  the  business  may  be  proceeded 
on  with  propriety. 

Besides  the  above  reasons,  which  operate  generally 
against  my  exhibiting  the  charges,  in  the  particular 
instance  of  Genera!  Schuyler  it  is  impossible  for  mc 
to  do  it,  as  I  do  not  know  what  instructions  he  had 
received  from  Congress  from  time  to  time  as  to  the 
objects  of  his  command,  nor  precisely  what  ihesc 
were.  These  appear  to  me  necessary  to  be  known, 
and  essential  to  carrying  on  a  prosecution  against 
him.  When  Congress  shal!  have  arranged  (hrse 
points,  and  are  pleased  to  honor  me  with  them,  I 
will  pursue  the  speediest  measures  to  bring  on  the 
trials.  The  sooner  this  can  be  done,  the  belter,  as 
some  of  the  parties  are  extremely  anxious,  and 
strongly  importune  it.' 

Baron  Steuben  has  arrived  at  camp.  He  appears 
to  be  much  of  a  gentleman,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging,  a  man  of  milltar)'  knowl- 
edge, and  acc^uarnted  with  the  world.' 

■  X  <Wfrirr/,  lltAtio  muchorOtnenO  Wn^iiaGiiVi  EcCier  tA  F«briikrj  lfa«S7lL 
ftj  rcUta  \a  ihc  courl-martful  nn  tht  nfBcrrs  in  rlie  noHhem  ilepartnirnr,  b* 
ftl«rrvi]  ID  A  cDinmi([««  q!  four/'  itIJery,  Jfetnet  Smith,  Oj4t,  and  l^crsU  cdd- 
pUHcd  the  committee— '^Hrffl/f  of  C^Kf^tU,  6  M«re1i,  \^^%. 

■  Congjcis  IiBcl  tonfem-d  on  Steubtn  the  r»iik  of  caprain.  "  ijrmnfod  by» 
tirevM  <:nmnii&iiQn  at  ihe  LtatJn'4  «j>frciaJ  iniEAPce.  in  OTd«r  Ic  gDArd  BgiLinfl  !■- 
convenience  which  mlghl  iLlend  hLm,  if  he  should  without  4n|  oamm^&CotL  in 
hLi  pockei  he  made  %  priioncr-  Ujion  ihr  utIvaI  of  ihik  illuiirjouk  imn^er  W. 
Votk  Tawn,  CongrcB  oTdprwI  a  eummiitee  conufctinj  oJ  Mr.  Wiihflnpoon, 
Mr.  McKeia,  Mr.  F.  L,  Lcc  flui  Mr.  Henry  i«  wait  apon  4nd  coafu  wii^ 
Hm.  tu  [i«T  ^^  ncLcssaiy  cDinpLimcnls  on  hi?i  appeaiancc  ia  A^ncrica  ind  Lv 
Unrn  «ijilicttly  his  opectsUobi  Iron  C«ii|;fMi,  lod  th«  C0BUttittC<C  «et«  dinei«4 
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The  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Put* 
nam  will  ^how  how  great  the  distresses  are  in  that 
quarter  for  want  of  money.  He  has  described  their 
necessities  so  fully,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  ine  to 
add  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  only  observe,  that  his 
account  is  more  than  justified  by  many  other  letters, 
and  thai  I  am  persuaded  thp  earliest  possible  supply 
will  be  forwarded,  and  chat  the  very  important  and 
interesting  works  carrying  on  there  may  not  be  the 
least  retarded,* 

I  am  under  some  embarrassments  respecting  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment.  It  was  raised  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Allegany  and  towards  Pittsburg,  with 
assurances  from  the  officers,  tt  is  said,  that  the  men 
would  not  be  drawn  from  that  quarter  This  circum* 
stance,  added  to  the  disturbances  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  exposed  situation  of  their  families,  has  been   the 

to  dcIiYCT  me  thciubaUfltc  o!  [licir  (Txifercnn  Fn  f/tX\fi%"—t^wrHi  /*  /fWA- 
imt^n,  1^  FcLirLiary,  1775.  The  cjnfcicnccrcp^fL  wu:  *'The  Baroii  ^Icubcn, 
irho  wi4  B  hFutf^ntnl-^jr-nenl  ind  AJil-ile-nrnp  To  The  Kin|^  nf  Pnistui.  <1tsire« 
vo  rani  ;  it  wi]lini{tc>4|trhd  G«(WtaI  Wifhingtoh,  an«4  be  nitjtct  tohU  onffii; 
dod  not  fcquLrc  CI  d?iire  any  con*iiiind  of  a  ^rlkkilAi  corps  or  <)tvutoii,  but 
wtLl  terve  ocauLonDirjr  ju  dtrccl^il  by  (he  jfeneril :  eijvrlf  lo  be  ol  tite  In  pluw 
ainf  vDoamprnviiU,  Jfec,,  ^nd  pr^nctififi  tKe<|u(i[>l!li\e«f  the  nntti-  He  heordi 
tctorv  I1E  lefi  France  Lif  the  diuflluf ncl iuti  □(  lUc  AmcrkAiu  willi  llie  ihtoitiuiioa 
nf  lispigp  nffimnv  Ititrrfnrr  imtket  mi  lemrn.  nor  wiil  iirce[it  nf  nry  thm|*  bat 
with  g^ntml  4{>pr<ihuiofi  axiA  pifLicuUrlv  that  al  GenenI  W«iliinf^on/* 

'  "  (  wiili  A  ■lUppL)'  of  monej  to  l*t  oent  u  Aoon  as  pouibLe^  Ouf  itEtiidaei 
far  vtni  aF  \\  ire  nat  ea^ilr  (o  hf  defrrlbe^L  Wbir  Mr  L'slfre^  liroiiglii  wtih 
bin  -moM  Dal  uiffii:ien(  10  p*j"  Ihe  Ifoop*  /«*  N<rtwm^r  ky  3^0  or  500,000  dol- 
la^ik  The  UeiEwmU  n-etc  immctiite,  mwi  cl  ihc  utteri  lrA>|)ii  hnvrn^  bad  lour 
or  A'f  Rinnlhv'  pay  ilur  'em  irnl  utmr  murr  TtiA  army  nnvr  In  p-nrral  hit 
M>Yf  Md-«/i/'  jV;r  >v  arrraw,  iicltjcivp  of  thv  monlh'i  ci^EU  p«y»  and  ^Idei 
Ibik  the  tJuAitci  Mulct  li  prosiii^  firr  luji;<  diftiU  fiir  ihc  paj^joaci  vf  kb  De- 
panmenr,  thuuKh  he  hn  recclwd  a  larse  propor lion  ol  Oie  money  nhith  ome 
with  Mr.  PkUier-"— iraf4iv/n  //  Uf  J'rtndni  *J  Ctrxgrtta,  3  Kebnuij, 
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cause  of  great  de^^rtions,  and  is  at  present  the  source 
of  much  uneasiness,  and  tlie  more  so.  as  par:  of  the 
regiment  was  never  marched  from  thence-  I  think 
the  whole  should  be  united  either  here  or  there,  and 
wish  Congress  to  direct  me  upon  the  subject.  At  the 
same  time  that  their  case,  if  truly  represented,  si^cn^s 
to  be  hard,  and  lo  tnerit  the  indulgence  they  cUim.  I 
would  observCt  that  the  twelfth  regiment  from  the 
western  parts  of  the  same  State,  and  the  eighth  and 
twelfth  Pennsylvania  from  the  frontier  counties  of 
this,  have  similar  pretcnEion^,  and  might  become  un- 
easy, and  apply  for  a  like  indulgence. 

Agrt^eable  to  the  directions  of  Congress,  1  shall 
send  a  major-general  to  Rhode  Island,  though  the 
number  of  officers  here  of  this  rank,  from  one  cauae 
and  another,  is  greatly  reduced,  and  more  so  than  it 
ought  to  be  in  point  of  policy.'    Our  loss  of  matroeses 

'  ^'  llvwcvtTiDCtinTcaiciiC  an<1  diilrcBringtolhc  icnicc  la  tirii  quttlo  U  buj 
pn>vB.  10  pan  with  Anorhd  M^lar  Gmenl.  yci,  iii  obtdftnce  lo  ■  nuilvr  of 
CcngRKi.  1  mutt  do  ir,  i£  DctEh<T  General  I^1tI1■^l  nor  Hfith  in  thv  Jud^nont 
of  tfic  C^mtnillce  ivi]]  Answer  the  |]ur7>t]!in  o£  (he  commnnd  fet  Rb«lc  liWuL 

"  TTic  OimmittH  bes  know  Ehc  dcsi^PB  of  Cr>n|rrr*«  in  ^vieiablinga  bodjr 
of  Troops  iTi  lh«t  yute  ;  corspqiienily,  wbat  kind  ai  m  oticer  {vhdc*  oar 
pttuot  circurnilAnizeaJ  may  be  m&dc  to  aii^wci.  They  «tbo  know,  i»iLh  wor« 
CFitoiaty  than  I  do,  whnt  will  be  itt  Jcrcimmiitioi;!  ni  Cub^u^  rch]ip<iirt]£ 
General  Pnlnnm  ,  and  ol  caLtnc,  vh^lbvr  the  tppointinij  af  liim  to  tuch  ■  c«n- 
mand  as  th4i  «!  Ubode  Islmd  would  r«U  in  vrith  thcii  vkvb  ;  it  bcinf  inciiiB- 
beni  on  oit  Vi  ubKtvr.  thai  with  bucli  maicri^lB  u  [  un  lumithed.  ibc  work 
mait  goon  ^whether  veil  at  iU  ic  another  mBilvr).  II  Ibtrtlon  b«, ind  oih»i, 
arc  iiot  Uid  asid<,  ihcy  tnuai  be  placed  where  they  oth  le*>l  Laiuie  ihc  KniMh 
Gchcrilt  Arnold  and  Lmculn  will  aoi,  b^  Docior  Brown't  Accuuut  iju^t  fram 
Albany).  I»  ib^c  to  Ukc  the  Rt-kl  till  Jun«,"'^i#'<9iiiH/ATn  talk*  V^mmittM */ 
Cirit^ij.  6  Mifcb,  i77St 

Od  March  lotJi  Wuidngrun  ■ppoinird  MAior'Gctierr4l  Sullivin  to  Ihli  oonu 
mKnd,  Mying  !  "  Coogret^  Have  Tir>T  cnmmuniciled  uy  IbiDg  to  me  on  thv 
■ubjeot  q(  intuuaiont.  If  Ehey  have  Auy  new  objHl*  wUch  wiU  omAion  u 
divnulgo  liL  Uio&c  givcu  lu  yutif  ^jr^cLeuor,  \\  U  ptdbablc  dui  ihcf  wiil  moke 
you  piriicubirlj  t^qofiinted  wilh  tttclr  vte«VA. " 
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the  last  campaign,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  con* 
sid*:rable ;  and  it  has  not  been  a  little  increased  this 
winter  by  desertions  from  Colonel  Procter's  corps. 
From  these  circumstances,  we  are  very  weak  In  this 
line ;  and  I  request  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
order  Colonel  Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery  to 
m^rch  from  Virginia  as  early  as  the  roads  will  admit, 
and  join  this  army,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO   DftVAK    FAIRFAX.' 

Valley  Foiic;^,  1  M«rch,  htB, 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  favor  of  the  8th  of  December  came  safe  to 
my  hands,  after  a  considerable  delay  on  its  pa^s^ge. 
The  sentiments  you  have   expressed  to  me  in  this 

'  Rand  La  Cen£i«M,  Much  }di, 

*  An  nrtfT  and  iniimilc  Irirtk^Uhip  BubsiiteJ  bvtwccd  WABhlneUni  And  Brjui 
FoiTfai.  vhiLli  cEn«  nm  Mpprir  10  tiflvr  b«Fr  at  nny  ppnod  of  th«ir-  llvn  inrer- 
ruptcd.  Alchough  Lhey  dhfTcrrJ  widely  ^n  ib«ir  polfCiCAl  bentimeolL  Mr  I'felF- 
1*1,  diHclLitJt  ffvni  Ihc  niajuiily  uf  fiit  ciLfunLrymcn  ancJ  from  lilt  fricijth,  tliuu|:lit 
ll  hi*  dury  [o  ijn  lo  KisftUml  nnrl  rrrmiTi  (l^crc  xluriinj  Ihc  cnntenL  Wilh  Ihia 
■im  lit  npiind  to  Xiw  Vork^  1i4vjji£  oMainad  a  purport  fmrn  th«  CDm]n:iiidiv- 
ta-cbicf.  Bui  Hhcn  be  arrived  ihcn,  he  wu  liivrjled  from  hli  (■uipote  bj 
luHfig  oert4!n  otilu  |ir«cnl>ed  la  him,  which  Mi  conwiviKv  wc^uld  doi  ftlloir 
ktm  to  Ukc.  btlng  Afrftlii  |h«y  might  pFc^cnt  him  trom  «ver  t^in  tedng  hi> 
irife  And  chSMrta.  TIlU  bcwUucr  ntiicd  «  prejudiu  biejudiI  him.  Hhii:h  bo 
EhouKttl  anmiinniitjlc,  «fid  he  fiMftjprd  |irnniii«E<in  frnm  l}ift  Brithh  C0Biia»di« 
to  ntvm  to  hi*  fimi1|r,  On  hit  journ*)'  hd  ^^in  rinlod  Gvnunl  Wuhin^ctoa, 
4nd  wu  tmivcd  br  bun  irlEh  10  muth  kind^ot,  and  fUcb  niAikod  civUliJM, 
Ihct  li«  vmt«  him  «  Icltn  ct  icknovlcdgmetiti  Afid  (hanki  tnon  liter  he 
rtathod  VLrgiaiftf  to  vhit^h  lUd  fthave  ii  a  r<|>ly.     Ii^  ihtt  letter  he  uid ; 

"TbcTG  arc  litnct  when  furon  c<jnf erred  niahti  a  [fChXtci  Ltupmuiuu  than  al 
Oihcn,  far,  ltinu|[li  I  liavo  rvceiterl  many.  I  htipn  T  havff  nm  lienn  miiniiiitful  of 
Ifcem;  yel  ihal,  at  a  time  ]r«ur  p^pnlutt^r  abi  at  1h«  high«t  and  mint  at  tA« 
tovwi.  and  when  it  is  v>  uHtmikiM  fvi  men'*  reKniuienti  \<i  luft  hi^b  aj^ainil 
Ihose,  vho  differ  from  them  In  cplntor,  you  ihoflUl  act  with  your  voDted  klnd- 
W*c  l4irftrdi  me.  hat  oSHied  me  mon  than  any  lavot  J  liavo  r«<cii«d ;  «Dd 
[^CD«U  noi  be  bclicTcO  tryhduc  in  New  Voik.  \\  bciuE  above  the  ma  of  eommon 
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letter  are  highly  flattering,  meriting  my  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments, as  1  have  too  good  an  opinion  of 
your  sinccnty  and  candor  to  beheve  that  you  are 
capable  of  unme^nin^  profe^sioos,  ^ind  sp^^kin^  a 
UnfTuafre  foreign  to  your  heart  The  friendship, 
which  I  ever  professed  and  felt  tor  you.  met  with  no 
diminution  from  the  difference  in  our  political  senti- 
ments. I  know  the  rectitude  of  my  own  intentions, 
and,  believing  in  the  sincerity  of  yours,  lamented. 
though  I  did  not  condc^nin,  your  rcuiinclatlor  of  the 
creed  1  had  adopted.  Nor  do  1  think  any  person  or 
power  ought  to  do  it.  whilst  your  conduct  is  not  op* 
posed  to  the  general  interest  of  the  pcopl*!,  and  the 
measures  ihey  are  pursuing;  the  latter,  that  !s,  our 
actions,  depending  upon  ourselves,  may  be  controlled. 
while  the  powers  of  thinking,  originating  in  higher 
causes,  cannot  always  be  moulded  to  our  wishes. 

The  determinations  of  Providence  arc  always  wise, 
often  iniicrutablc  ^  and,  though  its  decrees  appear  to 
bear  hard  upon  us  at  times,  is  nevertheless  meant  for 
gracious  purposes.  In  this  light  I  cannot  help  view- 
ing your  late  disappointment;  for  if  you  had  been 
permitted  to  have  gone  to  England,  unrestrained 
even  by  the  rigid  oaths,  which  arc  administered  on 
those  occasions,  your  feelings  as  a  huiiband,  parent 
&c,  must  have  been  considerably  wounded  in  the 
prospect  of  a  long,  perhaps  lasting,  separation  from 
your  nearest  relatives.  What  then  must  they  have 
been,  if  the  obligation  of  an  oath  had  left  you  with- 
out a  will?  Your  hope  of  being  instrun^cntal  in 
restoring  peace  would  prove  as  unsiibHtantial,  as  mist 
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before  the  noon-day*s  sun,  ard  would  as  soon  dispel ; 
for,  believe  me.  Sir,  Great  Britain  understood  lierself 
perfectly  well  in  this  dispute,  but  did  not  compre- 
hend America.  She  mcantt  as  Lord  Camden,  in  his 
late  speech  in  Parliament,  clearly  and  explicitly 
declai^d.  to  drive  America  into  rebellion,  that  her 
own  purposes  might  be  more  fully  answered  by  it: 
but  take  this  along  with  it,  that  this  plan  originated 
in  a  lirm  belief,  founded  on  misinformation,  that  no 
efTectual  opposition  would  or  could  be  made.  They 
little  dreamt  of  what  has  happened,  and  are  disap- 
pointed in  their  views.' 

Does  not  every  act  of  Administration,  from  the 
Tea  Act  to  the  present  session  of  Parli-inient,  de* 
elare  this  in  plain  and  self-evident  characters?  Had 
the  commissioners  any  power  to  treat  with  America? 
If  they  meant  peace,  would  Lord  Howe  have  been 
detained  in  £ngland  five  months  after  passing  the 

'  Tti*  ftllDtlAn  here  £i  to  Lord  CAindnj'i  RDAV^ia,  In  tbe  debtlc  mp«tiii|^ 
tW  nply  Eo  ilie  KiD|>'h  Spccdi  «t  the  ofviitue  ol  F«tlumcu1,  Nwemlvr  iS, 
1777.  Th*  diHrtre  turtiftl  on  American  aflairt,  Oie  ctUhrt  of  ll«  diipute,  And 
At  moil*  in  which  Ilie  i#»i  had  bocn  conducted'  Lord  Cjunden,  fefcrring  I0 
MUVof  thfl  pnlimiauT  mpi  IB  [I]«  coiitcil.  laid :  *'  Th«  pflo|ik  of  AmciicA 
dwod  grcai  diaatltlurlon,  but  thit  did  iioi  fnl];  anrver  ttip  iTitpnliom  of 
gMtmncDl.  It  WAS  bM  di^ui^fAcdoa,  but  rflicnioA,  llul  w«9  «aii|flit; 
diMfttUfjujEUfii  mi^liE  furnisJi  4  prcEciicc  (ut  uddiji^  to  ihc  inlulc-.'Aile  v|>|rce^ 
^KMAy  ihil  ihrrtte  pvnpir  hid  frn-  a  hrriM  of  ynn  ^Qirifd  undrr  -  hur  nothing 
|fc«f1  of  ioin«lhin|-  in  ihv  i]i>|>f  of  nUnllion,  i^r  nnrly  apprcachiik^  t9  it,  could 
^Wtf  a  dM*nt  ipulijuy  f<7r  tlALjtbtcr.  toitquf-^L.  »iid  vnconiliiioDii]  lubmuaion." 
ikpla.  tn  r«£ud  10  tbr  flddrns  d«rlanng  M  uvcFiatf  Iti  lUy  10  bt  iti  tcbrlllon, 
Lcrd  CuBd*D  coniir^utd :  "  Hut  *ll  Ihli  did  not  do  ;  ihc  Now  KD|{Undc«  vtrt 
iMulrcd  uut  \\»  yciify  iliv  ftddroa  \  llicy  were  dclcruimrd  imt  tu  be  fcbdt  \  but 
Onl;  to  fvrpirv.  itinuld  the  want  happrn.  10  be  inii  titiurlnn  Ia  defend  thrm- 
•■Ivca*  SamrlhiDi*  mon  utak  viitL  W4htttig,  And  th«l  ^u  ablointd.  Qui 
■tnopB  w«r«  ordfrid  (»  «1  cffccifvclir ;  and  Klf'dffeacc  v*a  allied  idual  and 
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act?  Would  the  powers  of  these  commissioners  have 
bren  confined  to  mere  acts  of  grace,  upon  condition 
of  absolute  submission?  Not  sardy»  no  I  They 
meant  to  drive  us  into  what  the)'  termed  rebellion, 
that  they  might  be  furnished  with  a  preiexl  tn  (H*- 
arm^  and  then  strip  us  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Englishmen  and  citi:cens. 

U  they  were  actuated  by  the  principle*  of  justice, 
why  did  they  refuse  indignantly  to  accede  to  the 
terms,  which  were  humbly  supplicated  before  hoslii> 
itics  commenced,  and  this  country  deluged  in  blood  ; 
and  now  make  their  principal  officers,  and  even  the 
commissioners  themselves,  say  that  these  terms  arc 
just  and  reasonable;  nay,  that  more  will  be  granted, 
than  we  have  yet  asked,  if  we  will  relinquish  our  claim 
to  independency  ?  What  name  does  such  conduct  as 
this  deserve  ?  And  what  punishment  is  there  in  iitore 
for  the  men,  who  have  distressed  millions,  involved 
thousands  in  ruin,  and  plunged  numberless  families 
in  inextricable  woe?  Could  that,  which  t»  just  and 
reasonable  now,  have  been  unjust  four  years  ago?  If 
not,  upon  what  principles,  I  say.  docs  Administration 
act?  They  must  either  be  wantonly  wicked  and 
cruel,  or  (which  is  only  another  mode  of  deficribing 
the  same  thing)  under  false  colors  are  now  cndeav' 
oring  to  deceive  the  great  body  uf  ihe  people,  by 
industriously  propagating  a  belief,  that  Great  Britain 
is  willing  to  offer  any,  and  chat  we  will  accept  of  no 
terms  ;  thereby  hoping  to  poison  and  disafTect  the 
minds  of  those,  who  wish  for  peace»  and  create  feuds 
c^nd  dissensions  among  oursel^^es.     In  a  word,  having 
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less  dependence  now  in  ihtir  arms  ih^n  their  arts,  they 
are  pr^ctism^  such  low  ^nd  dirty  tricks,  chat  m^n  of 
sentiment  and  honor  must  blush  at  their  villainy. 
Among  other  manccuvres  in  this  way,  they  are  coun- 
terfeiting letttirs,  and  publishing  them  as  intercepted 
ones  of  mine,  to  prove  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  the 
present  measures,  and  have  been  led  into  them  step 
by  step,  still  hoping  that  Conjjress  would  recede  from 
their  present  claims,  I  am.  dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  affectionate.  8:c/ 


*  "Ttw  Coniinaixfer  in  Chltf  a^in  xakr%  occulon  to  t&art,  Mt  wamiflt 
I^abIu  to  th«  fiiluouE  ollictfn  and  soldieiy  ol  thif  iirm}',  lor  ih«(  pcrtevcrLng 
fiddiiy  MiJ  fcal  which  ihcj  ba«c  umfurmly  luitilfnteJ  U  til  ihcir  cvpdait. 
TlicfT  fcnltufltj  noi  only  undr^r  (he  crimman  hfl,rf|)<hSpi  [ndrlent  to  «  mlLlurf 
life,  but  al>o  dnJcr  llic  additional  iufl<nnj;>  la  which  lliv  jKctiliaj  dlualior  of 
tfavK  Sulci  W  <ipg»ril  Tt*cm,  d<«ly  piotc*  tkcn  worthy  o(  tho  onvioblo 
pHvtTfgnT  nf  cnQtrTitUni-  for  ih?  rl^hu  of  htiina:i  niiutr.  Ihr  itvf^tyva  and  indiv 
pendtucft  ol  ttielr  country.  Th«  KcenL  intlHnc*  of  anE<>aipl4inln|[  pALience 
duriair  ihc  tcuftif  'A  fcaviuODt  in  Cimp,  iiA  frah  i^fool  that  they  pOJdOM  fa 
%n  cDiincnl  ilr^r»  Ihc  syiiwii  iif  toUUcn  jind  thcm>|f]iiutLniit)r  of  pAlr^ols,  The 
E«v  ntfjiclory  itidividuill  who  dik^ran  lltfiuuclvvt  bj  murmuTi,  ](  i«  ta  b* 
bopcii  h«rc  r«p<iitcd  tu(h  unnuinLr  bchirjcr,  md  r(to]%«il  to  trmuUlc  lh« 
noble  cnmpb  vi  ihdr  aiaockm  upon  crvcty  ir^ial  wfaldi  the  customAry  muaJ- 
Vcfl  ol  wir  ni^  hrrviltvr  throw  in  thMr  wiy,  Uccuton»l  disimc  lar  w«ni  t4 
pruriauobi  4nJ<ithct  ncccik*iie>,  ii  «  ipnUdv  ihat  frcijuciill;  cccufs  in  cttrf 
Winy,  and  pcf  bi^ii  then  hc^er  Wfct  one  which  lui  1«eii  I»  iicucril  w  iilrnlifuUf 
topf>1i«d  m  rtjtcct  to  Ihc  former  u  tmn  Suraly  vrc  who  4rr  frtft  olirtQi  la 
armv,  cne^ficd  in  n  HrvEflc  ''"  tv<iytHin|;  vaIuaMc  ld  locictyi  4nd  pnrUltinf 
In  ihc  cbrioui  (Ask  of  Inytnjc  the  fovudaitc^n  nf  an  roiplre  ihoald  icom  pffrcnt- 
BOlcljp  (O  thrtnk  Bod^r  ihOK  AMflii«Dti  and  rrgon  *si  aflr  which  mvrceiMry  Jiire^ 
Hnpi,  fithtltiitiathccdUieofUwleaafnbHJoD,  F«plneiiflddf*fliUtion,  cncoarter 
villi  chccrfutdoi  HnJ  alicricy.  We  tlwiild  iicx  merely  he  ntunt.  wr  ibotld  he 
Mp«ior  (a  thnm  in  fvffry  (in^Ulicalinn  Ihiit  diEnibf*  ihr  man  nr  ih«  «nldm',  in 
poporooQ  u  Ibo  viotii^M  Ir^KR  vbkh  «•  »ci  and  thf  lintl  hapnof  ouvtoalikr* 
np«rior  to  tbHn.  I'hAnk  Hnvcn.  out  conntry  nboijiidi  with  prottilom  &ad 
Mlh  prudent  nuiA^meai,  ve  need  nol  ipprehend  vant  for  iry  Length  of  tlna, 
Defecti  la  the  covimijury't  clepATimeat,  conUnfendet  of  tfcatbcr.  (tad  other 
.bentjanij  ijtiiiolLrikf'tilk.  luive  ituhjettcd,  anil  oimy  ii^iin  btibjcd  ui  to  d  Je(i> 
dtacy  for  a  fn  dayv  but  ifJdim,  Avneiiean  toldion,  will  doapu*  Cbi  nvani 
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TO  THOMAS    WHAIiTO»,    FKESIDBNT    OF    ?£NrrSYLVAl4lA. 

Sir, 

There  is  nothing  I  have  more  at  heart,  than  to  dis- 
charge the  grcai  duties  incumbent  on  mc  with  the 
strictest  attention  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the 
people.  Every  instance,  therefore,  of  hardship  or  Op- 
pression, exercised  by  the  officers  of  any  depiiriment 
under  my  immediate  control,  gives  me  the  most  sen- 
sible concern,  and  should  be  immediately  punished,  if 
complaints  were  properly  made  and  supported.  That 
there  has  been  some  foundation  for  such  complaints, 
and  that  they  have  affected  the  service,  I  cannot 
doubt*  from  the  great  delay  and  backwardness  of  the 
people  in  forwarding  supplies  and  affording  the  means 
of  transportation.  Until  the  late  wagon  law  of  this 
State  was  passed^  there  being  no  means  o(  procuring 
the  service  of  the  inhabitants  but  by  military  compul- 
sion, quartermasters  and  commissaries,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  seem  to  have  been  justified  in 
impressing,  though  in  many  instances,  perhaps,  it  has 
been  done  with  circumstances  of  terror  and  hardship, 
which  they  ought  to  have  avoided.     But,  when  the 

of  repining  hi  inch  irifling  ttrakcji  of  ftdYtrtfty,  trifling  indeed  wben  compared 
with  the  inEihccndi^itl  priir  vbich  will  Dq<Joiibt<:(Uy  ctowd  Ih'hr  foticnet  Ki<d 
pcratvcnttce — Glory  and  frcc^^om,  peace  aixl  plenty  tn  thccnutlrci  jind  tbc<>OiB- 
miiJiity.  ihe  adijiirfldon  of  thc*ofM,  Ibe  Xey^t  of  ihf  it  courtrj'  and  ihr  pntlttiila 
of  posIcTUy-  Vour  gcneial  unccuDgly  empfoyc  his  IIid'Ei  on  thv  ireaiif  of 
rtUcving  your  iTuireac^*  supplying  your  wnnia,  ud  briiifiin^  j<iui  Uljcif  la  m 
specfly  hihI  pnihprnnt.h  isiuc-  Onr  pnrcnE  rounUj,  he  fjuije*.  will  fcecuad  bU 
fljidrtvDis  by  the  moit  vigi^rou  (-verHonE,  and  be  ih  tonvincfd  the  fBtlhful  cS- 
ccr*  and  srMicts  a«pdfll<-d  with  him  in  the  ^rcot  miflt  cf  Kicuinc  t>qr  coonery 
tram  bonda^jf!  ud  mitcry.  will  conilnue  In  ihc  dhpby  xt\  lh«l  pioiotic  tc^l 
itfalch  ii  cipAblft  of  fcmcothing  «Ttry  diflicully  uid  vuxquLUuog  tvtry  obctulf." 
-^OrdtriyBitvk,  I  M«te1i,  Xf^l. 
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Icgisbture  had  by  law  made  an  arrangement,  and  put 
this  important  service  under  the  care  of  their  own 
officers,  it  was  my  full  determination,  by  every  means 
in  my  power,  lo  support  the  law  that  had  passed,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  resources  of  the  State  in  the  mode 
pointed  out,  under  a  full  confidence^  that  th;:  wisdom 
and  forecast,  which  had  marked  out  such  a  plan,  would 
be  accompanied  with  proportionate  zeal  and  efficacy 
to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed,  lojudge 
properly  where  the  present  defect  lays,  and  therefore 
avoid  imputing  blame  to  any  ;  but  I  would  wish  you, 
and  the  gentlemen  in  authority  with  you.  to  be  assured, 
that  nothing  would  give  me  more  satisfaction,  than  to 
see  the  powers  of  the  government  so  effectual  for  the 
supply  and  accommodation  of  the  army,  as  to  take 
away  not  only  the  necessity  but  even  pretence  of 
using  any  other  than  the  ordinary  civil  authority. 
Give  me  leave  further  to  remark,  thai  the  army 
eeems  to  have  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  exertions  of 
the  gentlemen  of  this  State,  to  make  its  present  situ- 
ation as  convenient  as  possible;  as  it  was  greatly  ow< 
ing  to  their  apprehensions  and  anxieties,  expressed 
in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  that  the  present  position 
WAK  had^  where  with  unparalleled  patience  they  have 
gone  through  a  severe  and  inclement  winter,  unpro- 
vided with  any  of  those  conveniences  and  comforts, 
which  arc  usually  the  soldier's  lot  after  the  dutys  of 
the  field  are  over.     ■     "     » 

The  necessities  of  the  service.  Sir,  arc  great ;  the 
duty  required,   1  acknowledge,  is  bunhensome  and 
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ditficult  ;it  this  Jnclcincnt  season:  but  it  cannot  be 
di^fpensed  with.  The  army  and  ihe  country  have  a 
mutual  dependence  upon  each  oiher ;  and  it  is  of  the 
last  importance,  that  their  several  duties  should  be  so 
reguliiteci  and  enforced,  as  to  produce,  not  only  the 
greatest  harmony  and  good  understanding,  but  the 
truest  happiness  and  comfort  to  each.  Depending, 
therefore,  upon  a  due  and  early  attention  10  this  im- 
portant business,  and  promising  m>'sclf  no  small  relief 
from  our  present  difficulties,  1  remain.  Sir,  with  due 
respect  and  regard,  yours,  &c.  *  •  • 


TO  COLONEL   GEORGS   BAYLOIU 
mSTBUCTIOKS. 

It  being  adjudged  advisable  to  aufimcnt  the  cavalry  in  Coc' 
tmenia]  Service  by  an  addition  of  one  LicuL,  one  Sergeani,  one 
corporal,  and  [«cQly  two  piivatcs  to  eacli  Troop,  ind  that  the 
StiLEcs  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  should  furnish  %\x  huaijrcd 
Hofi^cs  for  ihiG  purpose.  Vou  wilE  receive  from  the  Comcc.  of 
Congress  (silling  at  Moor  Hall)  direciion  reipcciing  the  meant  to 
obtain  fhesc ;  with  which  you  will  repair  to  Virginia,  and  at  soon 
fls  posiiblc  consult  Colonel  Bland,  who  b  requested  by  Letter  to 
aid  you  in  this  bitsiness,  and  to  whom  you  arc  to  participate  the 
ni«ans  and  fumich  a  copy  of  ihese  Instructions,  on  the  mou 
effectual  mode  of  accomplishing  this  purchase  with  crconomy 
and  dispatch- 
In  purchasing  these  Horses  you  arc  not  rciUicted  to  price  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  by  any  meana  to  launch  into  acts  o(  extravi- 
gen»  on  the  other — good  horses  ate  warning,  and  for  such  the 
cusEomary  prices  mu»t  be  given,  take  none  Icsa  than  a  iguarter 
blooded,  nor  under  fourteen  and  a  half  hands  hij^h,  sound  aod 
clean  made.  They  are  not  To  exceed  tweU^e  years  old,  nor  bt 
under  five,  chia  spring.     Any  kind  of  bays  would  be  praferred  ; 
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but,  «3  the  time  is  short  in  which  thcf  must  be  procured,  And  the 
service  vithout  thcro  will  sufler,  you  must  not  stand  upon  color. 
Pacifig  Hors^"!)  Slone  horsey  and  inarirs  must  he  avoided- 

Colo.  Blind  aod  yourself  will  figure  upon  proper  places  of 
rendesTous  for  the  Horses  when  purch»ed,  where  provision  is  to 
be  \tid  ID  for  their  support ;  And  where  every  proper  nfiejins  ie  to 
be  used  for  ihe  exercise  and  irainirgof  them.  Vou  will  so  concert 
matters  as  not  to  iTiterfcte  with  each  other,  thereby  enhancing  the 
piicci  of  horses  and  rendering  the  purchase  more  difHcult  and 
expensive. 

Yoii  will,  each  of  y^u,  use  yourhest  endeavor*  toobtam  saddles 
and  other  accoutrcincnis  for  the  number  of  Ilbrse  aforeitieniioncd, 
and  procure  dao  as  many  swords  and  piatoU  ai  you  can. — To 
enable  Colonel  Bland  to  perform  his  part  of  this  business,  you  are. 
3£  before  directed,  to  furriish  him  with  rhr  money  ;ind  certificates. 
To  add  i^nything  with  a  vtcw  of  impressing  you  irith  in  idea  of 
the  great  importance  of  ihiH  business,  and  the  dispatch  necessary 
in  the  execution  is,  I  am  persuaded,  totally  useless.  Your  own 
obtCTValion  and  judgmeni  will  point  this  out  in  the  fullest  and 
rlcamt  manner,  but  I  atit  to  deairc  that  both  you  and  Cola 
BUad  will  give  me  ca.Tly,  and  regular,  informatioti  of  your  procecd- 
fingB  ud  prospects. 

Gfvm  under  my  hand  at  head  Qu^rlers,  Valley  Forge,  thU  4tb 
day  of  March  1778. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

VaU-CY  Foaoi.  7  Umrch,  177B. 

Sir, 

I  lake  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  copies  of 
iht^e  letters  from  General  Howe,  of  ihe  14th  and  aist 
ultimo,  and  of  the  ad  instant,  with  their  enclosures.' 

'  LaurcQi  vroiv  on  Mirch  vmIh  Lhat  ih«tc  Iciien  vr«re  En  %  <*itrtrt,\ivx 
*"fmn  vhcm  mi^  b«  cvprertd  ■  fpe<:4iil  rcpori  Kipectint  Tliv  mtn;^  appp^ 
bni^k  IcnfiB  md  epibcta  Ai:K[Lf  jcd  ihrouf^hauE  the  p4pen  fioni  Sir  Vi'illiHia 
Hove.  ftpi>lici)  In  ilie  £i:hj4l  i>cijij]9  III  thctr  Uniittl  Sitin.  anil  to  ibc  rcprc 
«n|fttiv*«  in  r-An^Feca.  which  wfre  hrsrl  hy  Ihe  Honv  with  grra'  lndi|;nBt)OtL 
Frem  upre>ti&D«  of  wnliiucDl  by  mcmb^n  ad  kU  ud«i  ii  apfWMi  la  tkt  <bc 
Clonal  opinion,  that  uicEi  pApcn  flhouM  have  bc<D  mAiLcU  wlili  tbc  contempi 
tf  au  immediate  return-" 


398 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


['77» 


The  unhappy  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce  has  laid  us 
under  no  small  embarrassments,  and  has  afforded  the 
enemy  good  grounds  for  complaint  and  triumph  at  the 
same  time.  This  however  is  the  natural  consequence, 
and  must  ever  be  the  case,  where  different  powers 
counteract  each  other  in  matters  of  the  most  delicate 
importance.  There  are  some  circumstances  attending 
this  affair,  which  it  may  possibly  be  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  throw  light  upon.  If  they  can,  I  shall  be 
obliged  by  their  assistance. 

Mar<:h  SM,— In  consequence  of  the  letters,  which 
havf?  Utply  passt^d  between  General  Howe  and  myself, 
particularly  those  of  the  5ih  and  loih  ultimo,  copies 
of  which  1  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  in  mine 
of  the  3th,  continued  to  the  14th,  I  was  about  to  send 
commissioners  to  meet  those  appointed  by  General 
Howe  for  adjusting  the  disputed  points  between  iJS, 
carrying  into  execution  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 
improving  the  old  cartel,  35  far  as  it  might  be  practH 
cable,  for  their  better  accommodation  in  future.  This 
meeting  was  to  be  on  the  loth  instant;  but.  yester- 
day mornings  Dunlaps  paper  of  the  4th  being  put 
into  my  hands,  I  found  that  a  resolution  had  been 
made  on  the  26th  of  February,  calling  for  all  accounts 
against  prisoners  in  our  hands,  and  declaring  that  no 
exchange  should  take  place>  till  the  balance  due  there* 
on  to  the  United  States  is  discharged.  Some  of  the 
States  are  not  required  to  exhibit  their  claims  tilt  the 
i3t  of  June.  The  time  that  would  be  taken  to  adjust 
them,  and  make  a  delivery  of  the  prisoners,  would 
more  than  exhaust  all  the  ensuing  summer. 
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This  resolution  I  cannot  consider  as  an  intended 
infraction  o(  my  engagements  willi  General  Howre; 
yet  its  operation  ts  diametrically  opposite  both  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  propositions  made  on  my  part, 
and  acceded  to  on  his.  I  supposed  myself  fully  au- 
thorized *■  by  the  instructions  and  intentions  "  of  Con- 
gress to  act  as  I  did ;  and  I  now  conceive,  that  the 
public  as  wel)  as  my  own  personal  honor  and  faith 
are  pledged  for  the  performance. 

By  the  direction  of  Congress,  I  in  the  first  instance 
stipulated  with  General  Howe  an  exchange  of  prison- 
«rs,  "officer  for  officer,  of  equal  rank,  soldier  for  sol- 
dier, and  citizen  for  citizen/'  This  agreement  they 
have  ever  approved,  and  repeatedly  declared  their 
willingness  to  carry  into  execution.  Their  resolution 
of  the  24th  of  March  last  empowered  me  (on  condi- 
tion of  General  Lee  being  declared  exchangeable) 
not  only  "/*>  pro€f€d'*  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
according  to  the  principles  and  regulations  of  the 
cartel  before  agreed  on,  but  also  to  enter  into  such 
further  principles  and  regulations  as  should  appear 
to  me  moat  proper  and  advantageous.  A  subsequent 
resolution  of  the  6ih  of  June  holds  foiih  the  same 
language,  sanctions  my  conduct  and  reasonings  in  the 
negotiations  about  that  time  on  the  subject,  and  di- 
rects an  adherence  to  them.  No  event  has  occurred 
since  that  period,  by  which  I  could  conclude  there 
was  any  alteration  in  the  views  of  Congress ;  so  (ar 
from  it,  that  all  my  late  letters  breathing  the  same 
spirit  with  the  former,  and  pointedly  signifying  my 
wiah  Co  bring  abotJt  a  gei^eral  exchange,  if  not  with 
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an  express,  at  least  met  with  a  tacU  approbation* 
General  Howe  at  lenj^th,  by  profession  if  not  in 
reality,  is  willing  to  perform  the  agreement  on  the 
conditions  required  by  mc  and  confirmed  by  them. 

It  may  be  said,  that,  with  whatever  powcn  I  wa& 
originally  vested  to  negotiate  an  exchange,  the  res<^ 
lution  of  the  19th  of  December  last  was  an  abridg- 
ment of  them,  so  far  as  to  annex  a  new  condition, 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  accounts  previous  to 
it£  taking  place.  I  had  no  conception  of  this  being 
the  case  in  the  present  instance,  however  the  letter 
may  warrant  the  construction.  Besides  the  common 
principle  of  preventing  the  inconveniences,  necessarily 
resulting  from  allowing  the  enemy  to  make  their  pay- 
ments in  paper  currency,  I  had  reason  to  im^igiiie 
that  General  Burgoyne's  army  was  more  particularly 
the  object  of  the  concluding  clause*  This  interpreta- 
tion I  the  more  readily  adopted,  for,  exclusive  of  ihc 
affairs  of  that  army.  I  verily  believed,  that,  from  the 
confused,  defective  state  of  our  accounts  relating  to 
prisoners,  there  would  be  a  considerable  balance  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Howe.  Nor  was  the  situation  of  our 
accounts  the  only  reason  for  this  belief :  the  prisoners 
in  our  hands.  e*^pecially  those  westward  of  the  Dela- 
ware, as  1  am  informed,  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
supported  by  their  own  labor,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  enemy,  who  hi^ve  had  agents  constantly  among 
us.  If  this  is  the  caEC,  the  reason  of  the  resolve  not 
applying,  the  effect  ought  not  of  course. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  contrary  to  our 
interest  to  go  into  an  exchange^  as  the  enemy  would 
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derive  more  immediate  advantage  from  it  than  we 
should.  This  1  shall  not  deny :  but  it  appeared  to 
me,  thai,  on  pnndple^  of  genuine,  exiensive  policy, 
independent  of  the  conftiderrttioiis  of  compassion  and 
justice,  wc  were  under  an  obligation  not  to  elude  it. 
I  have  the  be!»t  evidence^  that  an  event  of  this  kind  is 
the  general  wish  of  the  country,  I  know  it  to  be  the 
wish  o(  the  army ;  and  no  one  can  doubt,  that  it  is 
ihe  ardent  wish  of  the  unhappy  stifTerers  themselves. 
We  need  only  consult  the  tide  of  humanity,  and  the 
s>'mi>athie-s  natural  to  those  connrclcd  by  the  cement 
■  of  blood,  interest,  and  a  common  dread  of  evil,  to  be 
convinced,  that  the  prevailinj^  current  of  seniimert 
demands  an  exchange.  If  the  country^thc  army,  and 
even  the  prisoners  themselves,  had  a  precise  idea  of 
our  circumstances,  and  could  be  fuUy  sensible  of  the 
disadvantages,  that  might  attend  the  giving  our  enemy 
a  conividerable  reinforcement  without  having  an 
equivalent,  tliey  might  perhaps  be  willing  to  nuke  a 
sacrifice  of  their  feelings  to  the  motives  of  policy. 
But  they  have  not  this  knowledge,  and  cannot  be 
entrusted  with  it ;  and  their  reasonings,  of  necessity, 
will  be  governed  by  what  they  feci- 

Were  an  opinion  once  to  be  established  (and  the 
enemy  and  their  emissaries  know  very  well  how  to 
inculcate  itn  if  they  arc  furnished  with  a  plausible 
pretext),  that  wc  designedly  avoided  ai>  exchange,  it 
would  be  a  cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  disgust  to  the 
country  and  lo  the  army,  of  resentment  and  despera- 
tion to  our  captive  officers  and  soldiers.  To  say 
nothing  of  the   importance  of   not  hazarding  our 
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national  character  but  upon  the  mo^t  solid  grounds, 
especially  in  our  embryo  state,  from  the  influence  it 
may  have  or  our  affairs  abroad,  it  may  not  be  a  little 
dangtjrous  to  bc^t  in  the  minds  uf  ourowncounlryn>eii 
a  suspicion,  that  we  do  not  pay  the  strictest  observ- 
ance to  the  muxims  of  honor  and  good  faith. 

[t  IS  prudent  Lo  use  thcr  greatest  caution  not  to 
shock  the  notions  of  general  justice  and  humanity, 
universal  among  mankind,  as  well  in  a  public  aa  a 
private  vievr.  In  a  business  on  the  side  of  which  the 
passions  are  so  much  concerned  as  in  the  present, 
men  would  be  readily  disposed  to  believe  the  worst, 
and  cherish  the  most  unfavorable:  condusions.  Were 
the  letters,  that  have  passed  between  General  Howe 
and  myself  from  first  to  last,  and  the  proccdings  of 
Congress  on  the  same  subject,  to  be  published  with 
proper  comments,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  the 
exchange  should  be  deferred  till  the  terms  of  the  last 
resolve  were  fulfilled,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  pre* 
vent  our  being  generally  accused  of  a  breach  of  ^ooA 
faith-  Perhaps  it  might  be  said,  that,  while  the 
enemy  refused  us  justice,  we  fondly  embraced  the 
opportunity  to  be  Ioud>  persevering,  incessant  in  our 
claims ;  but.  the  moment  they  were  willing  to  render 
it.  we  receded  from  ourselves,  and  started  new  diffi* 
culties.  This,  I  say,  might  be  the  reasoning  of 
speculative  minds;  and  they  might  consider  all  our 
professions  as  mere  professions;  or,  at  best,  that 
interest  and  policy  were  to  be  the  only  arbiters  of 
their  validity. 

Imputations  of  this  nature  would  have  a  tendency 
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to  unnerve  our  operations,  by  diminishing  that 
respect  and  confidence^  which  are  essential  to  be 
placed  in  those,  who  are  at  the  head  of  affairs  either 
in  the  civil  or  miliUtry  line.  This,  added  to  the 
prospect  of  hopeless  captivity,  would  be  a  great  dis- 
couragement to  the  service.  The  ill  consequences  of 
both  would  be  immense,  by  increasing  the  causes  of 
discontent  in  the  army,  which  are  already  too  numer- 
ous, and  many  of  which  are  in  a  great  measure 
unavoidable;  by  fortifying  that  unwillingness,  which 
iilready  appears  too  great,  towards  enlenng  into  the 
service,  and  of  course  impeding  the  progress  both  of 
drafting  and  recruiting :  by  dejecting  the  courage  of 
iht'  soldiery,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  horrors  of 
captivity ;  and,  finally*  by  reducing  those,  whose  lot 
it  Ls  to  drink  the  bitter  cup,  to  a  despair,  which  <^xv 
only  find  relief  by  renouncing  their  atiachmtnis  and 
engaging  with  their  captors.  These  efl'ects  have 
already  been  experienced  in  part  from  the  obstacles, 
that  have  lain  in  the  way  of  exchanges;  but  if  these 
obstacles  were  once  to  seem  the  result  of  system, 
they  would  become  tenfold.  Nothing  has  operated 
more  disagreeably  upon  the  minds  of  the  militia,  than 
the  fear  of  captivity,  on  the  footing  on  which  it  has 
hitherto  stood.  What  would  be  their  reasonings,  if 
it  should  be  thouglu  to  stand  upon  a  worse  ? 

If  a  present  tcmporar)*  interest  is  to  be  a  ruling 
principle,  it  is  easy  to  prove,  that  an  exchange  can 
never  take  place.  The  constitution  of  our  army  in 
^respect  to  the  term  of  service  for  which  our  men  en- 
gage, and  the  dependence  we  are  obliged  to  place  on 
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the  militia,  must  for  ever  operate  against  us  in  cx- 
chaTigT!^,  and  forbid  an  equality  of  advsnt^ges.  Should 
it  be  said,  there  are  times  when  it  might  be  peculiarly 
unequal  and  injurious,  and  chat  the  present  is  such, 
on  accQunt  of  the  weak  condition  of  our  army,  I 
answer,  that  the  delay  necessarily  involved  in  the 
previous  negotiation  on  tlie  subject,  in  deliverinc;  the 
prisoners  from  time  to  time  in  small  numbers,  and 
receiving  others  in  their  stead,  and  ihe  mode  of  deliv- 
ery at  different  places,  will  nearly  bring  the  matter 
to  the  point  we  could  wi^h.  and  give  us  leisure  to 
reinforce  this  army,  if  it  is  to  be  done  at  all,  so  as 
to  obviate  in  a  great  measure  the  ill  consequences 
apprf^henclecL 

But  if  the  argument  of  interest  on  a  partial  scale  be 
pursued  as  far  as  it  will  go,  not  only  the  general  con< 
sideration  thrown  out  above,  but  special  ones  appo- 
site to  every  situation  will  present  themselves,  that  we 
ought  not  to  exchange.  New  we  ought  not,  because 
our  army  is  weak  !  When  the  season  ia  more  advanced, 
and  it  is  time  for  the  campaign  to  open,  we  ought  not, 
because  our  army  may  be  strong,  and  it  will  be  our 
businr^ss  to  svail  ourselves  of  our  own  strength,  and 
the  enemy's  weakness,  to  strike  some  decisive  blow  I 
If  they,  by  the  protection  of  their  shipping  and  im- 
pregnable works,  should  be  able  to  baffle  our  attempts 
till  ctie  period  of  reinforcemenis  from  Europe  arrive, 
it  will  surely  then  not  be  our  interest  to  add  numbers 
and  strength  to  an  enemy  already  HulTicienlly  numer* 
ous  and  strong  1  Thus,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  the 
golden  era  will  never  come,  which  is  to  relieve  the 
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miseries  of  captivity.  Our  service  must  become 
odious;  those  who  are  out  of  it  will  endeavor  to 
keep  so;  and  those  who  iA.n  in  it  will  wish  to  get 
out  of  it;  every  prisoner  the  enemy  makes  will  be 
his  soldier,  rather  than  submit  to  a  rigorous  and 
despairing  continement. 

If  we  do  not  seiac  the  present  propitious  moment, 
when  the  necessities  of  tlic  enemy  press  them  to  rca* 
sonable  terms,  to  form  and  establish  a  liberal  cartel, 
it  is  not  impossible,  in  the  vicissitudes  and  reverses  of 
war,  that  a  time  may  come  when  we  should  wish  wc 
had  embraced  it,  and  interest  may  strongly  impel  the 
enemy  to  decline  it,  except  on  the  most  unequal  con- 
diuons.  True  policry,  as  well  as  guoJ  faith,  in  my 
opinion,  binds  us  to  improve  the  occasion.  There  are 
however  some  ambiguities  in  General  Howe's  conduct, 
which  require  explanation*  and  ought  to  put  us  upon 
our  guard-  I  determined  to  make  the  aPair  of  citizens 
(namely,  to  procure  an  exemption  from  captivity  for 
them  if  po-^^ible.  or,  if  not,  since  it  cannot  now  be 
demanded  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  fix  their  exchange* 
ability  upon  the  easiest  and  most  unequivocal  founda* 
tion,)  an  indispensable  preliminary'  Id  any  further 
procedure;  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  ex- 
change of  General  Lee,  and  all  other  ofliccrs,  who 
have  been  the  particular  objects  of  exception. 

The  interview  intended  between  General  Howe's 
commissioners  and  those  on  our  part  on  the  10th  in- 
stant is  now  postponed/     I  cannot  doubt  that  Coft< 

o(tllvMdidu«  no(k«  fhtll  bv  xtknt.     Pwilcnlsr  cimn»t«ioN  vi&«  ll  in- 
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gress,  ]Q  preservation  of  the  public  faith  and  my  per* 
sonal  honor,  will  r<?mnve  all  inijie<liment&,  that  now 
Oppose  themselves  to  my  engagements,  and  that  they 
will  authorize  me,  through  commissioners  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  lo  negotiate  a  more  extensive  and 
competent  cartd,  upon  such  principles  as  may  appear 
advantageous  and  founded  in  necessity,  and  resoln* 
tions  heretofore  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and 
I  must  request,  that  they  will  favor  me  with  their 
answer  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Tlic  work,  from  its  nature,  will  be  difficulL  Two 
parties  are  concerned,  whose  interests  are  more  th^n 
opposite  in  a  common  view.  Wc  shall  endeavor  to 
act  for  the  best,  and  to  promote  the  public  service  as 
far  as  possible,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  answer 
the  expectations  of  all.  But  it  should  be  remembered, 
that,  ahhough  General  Howe  s  want  of  men  aflbrds  a 
prospect  of  favorable  terms,  yet  he  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  sacrifice  to  it  all  considerations  of  general 
advantage  in  a  contract  of  such  a  nature  ;  and  it  is  not 
even  to  be  hoped,  that  it  can  take  place  except  on 
principles  of  mutual  benefit.  I  persuade  myself,  that 
the  freedom  I  havt;  taken  in  delivering  my  sentiments 
so  fully  upon  this  occasion  will  readily  be  excused,  as 
it  proceeds  from  a  desire  to  place  the  motives  of  my 

cocvenSc^ui  foi  my  commfbtiuncn  ei>  mccl  yoiin  M  Ihe  [jmc  npiinicilcd.  I  noil, 
Iharvfore.  Tic^  to  fanTB  (he  mcDtiDg  UerBrrcil  hU  the  3TVI  at  M  arch."—  H^atkit^ 
M>«  ie  S§r  Wiiiiam  I/twe^  9  Mftrch.  ^776.  Sit  WiUJain  wmI4,  MhivH  34th, 
Id  Lotd  CcoiBC  Gctmainir :  "  Tbo  (Imc  nppolnLvd  (ci  tlio  mrcdnjf  of  the 
comRiiwicinfrn  being  fkOiipnn^  ^y  (itnn*!  Wuihiiigtoa  la  Ihc  31U  oE  ihi» 

meltlici  lie,  ttiii  (liuhc  under  hbit^r  ^ulhority  he  hcU.  vc  uiiccrc  111  tlini- 
pmltkiiarii  tocftrr^  *n  nch*n^  into  cueculion  Jif  Hinlime." 
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conduct  in  a  just  point  of  view,  and  from  an  opinion 
of  duty,  that  led  me  to  a  frco  discussion  of  a  subject, 
which,  considered  in  all  its  lights,  will  appear  to 
comprehend  consequences  of  the  first  delicacy  2nd 
magnitude.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c" 


TO    BRIGADIKR-GKNKRAL 


PARSONS,    AT    WEST    POIWT. 


Dear  Sir, 

Below  you  will  recive  a  copy  of  my  last  dated  tlie 
5th,  to  which  I  will  add  a  thought,  which  has  occurred 
since  the  writing  of  it;  and  which,  if  the  scheme  is 

■  R««d  in  Congrt«.  H^nh  i6ih. 

Aflcr  Ikkiui:  tliEi  IcEter  into  fCmuJcmlioit.  Ci>nere«b  inlvd  lo  »ib|>end  the 
«pcr»fSf>n  at  ihtU  formct  rewlvci*  In  (he  prehChl  in*ljw»cp,  *inl  authortrei! 
Ccpenl  W4a.hin^ion  ta  pr«iccJ  Co  aii  ncbiii^  ol  Uic^  pmonetk  Lbcn  in  ihc 
pDWfr  ni  thr  cjicmy,  Aiiboul  wdlinif  fur  ■  prtnoat  vcUlcoienL  of  hccpudu  ; 
fcut.  1f»  amTHjific  nny  foriirr  cartHi  *if  rfcchwut^^  he  wat  itijnlrcrt  lo  icM'htoh- 
lonnity  10  the  r?h>tvvc,  which  or'I?r«d  ■  ti^uLddtion  of  «oei>iiniii  Ur  rh«  mpp^rt 
of  prlsonvri.  before  they  couliL  1>c  euJuaK^'~~,7^'"'*^'^i  Much  iStb^ 

"  Ijilcty,  1  flaj;  with  prav^tlojiJi  and  clmhlnj  for  the  Brtti*!!  priwnen,  wLih 
CenTT^  Waihinfpon'fc  piatport,  wit  i«i(vd  it  LaBcttkitf.  The  aflifcr  wu 
dtCJititfi  With  cirvunuUiiL-Cft  uf  tJoIcucc.  Slill  mote  Utclr.  Cicncml  WAiliijif- 
•od\  cmptfi^mc^it  with  Of licial  Hiwr,  for  11  ftchangp  of  priMjncn,  hu  liwn 
fioUMn  C^ncTMK  hflv*  retdvvd,  thai  no  cKcbkngv  UiaJI  ttli«  ploc*  ciJI  oil 
•coOUntA  ux  Httlvd  kuit  (he  biiUni^  <tur  ihc  United  Suio  pdiL  Tbc  bc«uLT 
•I  Li  li,  thai,  on  «  fair  vttlrmcni  we  ihjtlt  wLUioui  devbl  be  In  Mr.  Heve'ft 
d«bl ;  md  1«  the  mevi  iii»e  we  6t\%iti  hit  oKcen  and  wldkni  iv  «  btcuriiy  («« 
Ibc  payment.  The  o^craiiDH  oF  thin  revive,  ihnuch  it  do««  not  pjafnly  «ppcu 
Vpon  ibe  '«(«  nf  ir,  iiioput  <fff  an  txchangc.  pvdiipi  for  trrcr.  AL  ah;  mU,  )E 
<MnQt  tiV»  ptaoc  all  ueiit  nmmer. 

"  It  ifl  ihouglit  10  be  bail  policy  \9  fo  ^nto  an  euthanize  .  bdi,  adnilllinf  ihts 
lo  be  Ifuc,  ii  b  aiu(-h  vonc  pdlit^  ic  commit  luth  Freijucnt  hTe4chc>  <jf  faiUi, 
tnd  rvin  otir  nuEicoal  duneter,  Whutrvn  re6iici1  poliliciaim  may  ihinL.  it  tt 
of  £TtAl  coaiequencc  to  prcMrve  a  naiii^naj  chancter ;  and  if  il  nhould  «DCe 
wool  to  be  a  lyiicin  In  an^  Sfali-  to  vIoUlc  tti  fdtL.  vhenvTct  tt  it  the  IcfiM  in- 
oonvnttnt  (0  k4tp  il.it  will  anqueclioDably  have  m  ill  effect  upon  ELnvi^n 
MgdtUtL^n*,  And  l«nd  10  bring  Cot^mractil  at  bcme  iniv  (onlan  pt.  *nd  tJ 
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practicable  a^t  all,  may  add  not  a  little  to  tlie  t;Liccess ; 
namely^  to  let  the  officers  and  soldiers  employed  in 
the  enterprise  be  dressed  in  red,  and  much  in  the 
taste  of  the  British  Koldiery.  Webb's  regiment  will 
afford  these  dresses ;  and  it  might  not  be  amiss  to 
know  certainly  the  number  of  some  regiment,  tliai 
is  qiiaitered  in  the  city.  Under  some  circumstanees, 
this  knowledge  may  avail  them,  especially  i(  the  num* 
heron  their  own  buttons  should  correspond  thereto* 
1  am.  &c, 

K  S.  The  official  papers  would  be  a  vast  acquisi- 
tion and  might  without  much  difHculty  accompany 
the  person. 


COPY    or    TMJC    t^TTCK    RErERRCD    TO 


5  MtPCll.  I77<. 


DftAR  Silt, 

I  learn  from  iindmilitet!  iiitlhority,  thai  General  nim(>r  <|U£tr- 
tcn  in  C4pUin  Kennedy' :i  hou:^c  in  the  cUy  of  New  York,  ivhicH 
you  kaow  i»  oc&r  Port  George.  A&d,  by  the  Utc  fire,  stands  in  a 

Cooric  To  d«1f 0^  iln  iaEliirnC4.  Th«  general  noliou  of  jtuiloc  ud  fautn^njlf 
■re  ImpUnEcil  In  nlmofl  cv?or  humaq  liicii^E.  niid  vu^lit  uul  Iv  be  Iw  fncl|r 
shofltril.  In  th*  pK»n[  cue,  tlie  piaion*  iif  the  cnufilrY  •"''  ^rmy  mc  oft  llw 
ndc  of  an  exchange  ;  and  a  sludicd  allcrapL  to  avrad  il  will  du^»t  both,  axtA 
Ichil  to  m^cthc  acrvic-e  oditWi.  U  AtU  in  jura  dnf(iiij£»d  rccniitiiiK.  tibovf* 
age  Ihe  mr^tie,  aad  incrcAv  Fhc  <ti«!onipnrt  rA  thr  nrtny.  Tbv  frocf-wl  of 
hcpdt£s  cipcivily  cannnE  but  ^c  vtrj  disOgr?«abU  lo  in«i  conalaatly  npowdCo 
lUe  dukoco  <;if  it,  ThuAC,  wh^a?  lul  it  b  lu  (all  Ulu  it,  will  hftTclhltc  hcruplelo 
get  rid  of  11  by  joining  the  Fncmjr. 

"  II  it  Miid  not  Xti  be  our  pic^al  ialcre*!  \*i  ekphLn|^.  bvcimv  ve  ahould  ca- 
dctror,  by  aud  by,  tu  Uke  AdiAiitdf^c   of  the  cncniy^  irr^kiicM  loMrikc   woi* 

d«ctKlT«  b]i>w.  If  ws  ihovld  fail  in  \\A^.  whifh  !  believe  we  iball.  wben  thf?)r 
get  i«iiiforcai),  w«  «hAlT  aot  think  it  our  io(«r««t  (o  add  to  Ihr  clnoclh  si 
AH  eiieiujr*  'licaiJj'  lUutib;  ri^uuub,  uud  toon  W  »nXflifN«H<  The  Imlb  u,  <tiu- 
»ldcTE?d  In  tbc  nitre  /Itw  of  liarrcr.  It  never  can  be  our  Interest  to  ciclua^ ; 
Ihc  conHtKutiOD  of  our  arnij',  Irom  the  AhEirl  tptm  of  eoliklmcm.  AAd  thd 
dependence  wc  air  ubtEged  la  place  in  llic  miliLJa,  ate  hlroni'l)'  oppmed   to  il  \ 
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manne-r  aJonc.  Whai  gua«i»  may  be  jti  or  nc»r  his  quftrt^rs, 
J  cannot  with  prccl&ion  say  ;  and  therefore  tlull  not  add  any 
thin;;  on  thi*  icore,  lest  it  should  prove  a  miainfoTmation,  But  I 
ihirik  il  one  of  fhff  uio^l  prHclicablc,  (ard  Mir^-ly  it  will  be  i^mong 
the  U3ui>t  dc^Liublc  And  honorable)  things  inmginAblc  10  take  him 
pri»oiker> 

ThU  house  tying  close  by  the  water,  and  a  retired  way  through 
a  tiock  yard  or  garrien  leadmg  into  ti^  what,  if  you  ha\e  whale* 
bwits,  (S  or  10),  but  want  oi  secrecy,  c^n  i^rcrcnt  the  CKtcutioii  iQ 
the  h^odfi  of  an  ciiterpriMc^  party?  The  embarkation  (oiK^t 
even  be  {and  Ihb  I  ehotitd  think  be^t)  at  King's  Ferry,  on  thefirtt 
of  rht*  ebb,  and  early  in  the  cvenirg  Six  or  eight  hours  "il'* 
change  of  hands,  would  lovr  ihe  boats  onder  the  w»t  &horc  and 
very  secretly  to  the  city,  and  the  llood-Lidc  will  boisi  ihem  back 
again  ;  or  a  party  of  horse  might  meet  them  at  Kori  Lee,  1  hid 
lik^  not  to  \\A\tr  meniianc-d  ihaE  nn  ship  of  war  is  in  ihr  Nrrih 
River ;  w«»  not,  at  Icaai  ten  d3>^  ago  :  nor  within  four  hundred 
yard*  of  the  Point ;  nil  beini*  in  the  Bast  River.  I  shall  add  no 
more.  Thii  i«  dropped  oa  a  him  to  be  im|>roved  upon,  or  re- 
jected, AS  eircunistantes  point  out  and  juMify.     I  ani,  ^u.' 

aid.  if  the  iigumcni  of  i^rc^fni  Inierekt  U  uUkcrcd  lo,  wo  ncTcr  wi  e^ch^oi:*. 
1  mi^  v«nEiir«  ro  fl»crl,  thtre  never  ftn  be  *  limr  im^rr  prcprr  Th.in  (he 
praenE,  or  nihcr  a  manlh  or  t#o  bcncc  ;  aiul,  go  *bout  it  u  »on  u  wc  pIoHc. 
the  |imiuu«  nvfutUUgiiK  ncfevAty,  uid  «thcr  drcmn&Uu^cs.  wlU  oI  tutine 
procntfiniip  i(  for  (otne  time.  And  1  iraiiH  itk.  whathet  in  t  Hput-lLcan 
Suia  «fid  ■  lOpuhhcHn  tnn^,  fttch  a  cnial  pobcy  u  thftt  aE  otpotiniE  lho*e  ncB, 
■ho  oie  JoEtnion  in  tideote  «l  their  cmmtiY.  \o  xYx  miBrin  <if  bopcln* 
CAptbliy.  cut  ttiecH<L  }"—Homiiii}n  u  Gi/vfrnew  UtintoH.  19  M«R:h»  177^. 

'  "  Mn.  W»ihi(n;Kfn  hu  rc«ivc"!  ihc  nmkiAEute.  uid  wbb«  I0  know  wbclhei 
Miijur  RQjEen  it  >iill  «(  Vurk.  Tlic  fJe(i:i;U  vf  l}iik  jwiieuI.  I  Ibiuli  ncc.  tU«l 
|fc«  YiflagP  i*  I^M  lang,  arul  nkf  Agf  ih  rnn  iTmn|£ly  Riuk«<1  in  il.  He  i«  nni  tXxe^ 
pllicr  mutJtWen  vith  tiftpoel  to  L^«  Un|;a«r  of  ihfl  p«n«nV«  tj*  ;  (oi  aHW  hit 
eouilcmuue  when  tfTcctod  eitlier  h^^  j<fy  «  ug*i>  J>  '^^  v'  npmbioD.  yei 
VtwA  fhc  muulci  ire  in  %  fifti«  of  ie|xsf,  hit  ryr  certAlolj  vinis  ^nlmilion. 
My  prnficiency  iiilhik  kind  cJ  dr3Wtn|;  ncfvi  went  licjofid  iktlchlng  ■  piotilf , 
1  DCtti  atlCRiplfd  tu  paint  «  niiqitUiiK  likcuow  uF  ft  full  fite.  Thcit  it  A 
iRiniftrnTV  painter  in  ctmp  vh4>  hu  mftde  two  or  Ihm  locceufut  Mttmpti 
l4  pnicluc*  tlH  gvrt<r*r»  lik«rk*«-"— ^<*iii  tAurrmt  A*  A<J  /*'*^.  ^  Mifch, 
in*,  Ur.  W.  S.  tt4k«r  m>b1ii  his  Emgwmftd  P^^ntUt  */  WAjkimf^im,  IhM 
Charin  Wftkan   fcsl*   nsmpletc^iS  In  Dpceinb«T.   I7n>  *  mii^Uturc  fnr  Htm. 
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TO   THE    MAtlQUIS    DE    LAFAVETTC. 

HMit-QvAKrui,  ta  M^fch,  1776. 
Mv  Dkar  Marquis, 

1  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  tv^o 
favont  of  the  19th  ami  2yi  of  February,  and  hasten 
to  dispel  those  /ears,  respecting  your  repulatiun, 
which  are  excited  only  by  an  uncommon  degree  of 
sensibility.  You  seem  to  apprehend  that  censure, 
proportioned  to  the  disappointed  expectations  of  the 
worlds  will  fall  on  you.  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  the  Cfinadian  expedition.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
it  will  be  no  disadvantage  to  you  to  have  it  known  in 
Europe,  that  you  had  received  so  manifest  a  proof  of 
the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  Congress,  as  an 
important  detached  command  ;  and  I  am  persuaded, 
that  everj"  one  will  applaud  your  prudence  in  re- 
nouncing a  project,  in  pursuing  whicli  you  wouM 
vainly  have  attempted  physical  impossibilities.  In- 
deed, unless  you  can  be  chargeable  with  the  invaria- 
ble effects  of  natural  causes,  and  be  arraigned  for  not 
suspending  the  course  of  the  seasons,  to  accommo- 
date your  march  over  the  Lake,  the  most  prone  to 
slander  can  have  nothing  to  found  blame  upon. 

However  sensible  your  ardor  for  glory  may  make 
you  feel  this  disappointment,  you  may  be  assured,  that 
your  character  stands  as  Fair  as  ever  it  did.  and  that 
no  new  enterprise  is  necessary  to  wipe  oflf  this  imagi- 
nary  stain.     Tile  expedition,  which   you  hint  at,  I 

WtaEiiiiElun,     \\  wm  b«KUD  itt  Ihc  tlotc  Ji  Octol^u.     "  Aii  cngnWaiE  bj  Dr. 

the  e»utic<jii»  liilc  ■  WiisUinftiBii  at  ilic  ni;c  of  l«ciity-li»f."'     Tli«   pun«r 
mopilaaed  by  lAurrn»  niiiy  hnvc  tYrn  l'<-a).«. 
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think  unadvisablc  in  our  present  circumstanc<^'  Any 
thing  in  the  way  of  a  formal  attack,  which  would 
necessarily  be  announced  to  the  enemy  by  prepara- 
tory measures,  would  not  be  likely  to  succeed.  If  a 
stroke  is  meditated  in  that  quarter,  it  must  be  effected 
by  troops  stationed  at  a  proper  distance  for  availing 
themselves  of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  offered 
by  the  enemy,  and  succe^  would  principally  tlepend 
upon  the  suddenness  of  the  attempt.  This,  therefore^ 
must  rather  be  the  effect  of  time  and  chance,  than 
premeditatiofL  You  undoubtedly  have  determim^d 
judiciously  in  waiting  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 
Whether  they  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
shortly,  or  destine  you  to  a  longer  absence,  you  may 
assure  yourself  of  the  sincere  good  wishes  of,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 

P,  S,  Your  directing  payment  of  such  debts  as 
^pcar  to  be  most  pressing  is  certainly  right.  There 
is  not  money  enough  to  answer  every  dem-^nd  ;  and  I 
wish  your  supplies  of  clothing  had  been  better. 
Your  ordering  a  large  supply  of  provisions  into  Fort 
Schuyler  was  a  very  judicious  measure,  and  I  thank 
you  for  it.  

TO    LlEUTRNANT-filCprERAI.    BURGOVNE- 


[  was  only  two  days  since  honored  with  your  very 
obliging  leitcr  of  the  i  ith  of  February.  Your  indul- 
gent opinion  of  my  chiiracttrr,  and  the  polite  terms  in 
which  you  arc  pleased  to  express  id  are  peculiarly 

'  A  divcnon  upon  New  YoA. 
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flattering;  and  I  cake  pleasure  in  tlie  opportunity 
you  have  afforded  mc,  of  assuring  you.  that,  far  from 
suflTcring  the  views  of  national  opposition  to  he 
embittered  and  debased  by  personal  animosity.  I  am 
ever  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  merit  of  the  man  and 
soldier,  and  to  esteem  where  esteem  !»  due,  however 
the  idea  of  a  public  enemy  may  interpose.  You  will 
not  think  it  the  language  of  unmeaning  ceremony,  if 
1  add.  that  sentlmenls  of  personal  respect,  in  the 
present  instance,  are  reciprocal 

Viewing  you  in  the  light  of  an  officer,  contending 
against  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  rights  of  my  coun- 
try, the  reverses  of  fori nne  you  experienced  in  the  field 
cannot  be  unacceptable  to  me;  but.  abstracted  from 
considerations  of  national  advantage,  1  can  sincerely 
sympathize  with  your  feelings  as  a  soldier,  the  una- 
voidable difficulties  of  whose  situation  forbid  his  suc- 
cess ;  and  as  a  man»  whose  lol  combines  the  calamity 
of  ill  health,  the  anxieties  of  captivity,  and  the  pain- 
ful sensibility  fora  reputation  exposed,  where  hcmost 
values  it,  to  the  assaulis  of  malice  and  detraction. 

As  your  aid-de-camp  went  directly  to  Congress, 
the  business  of  your  letter  to  mc  had  been  decided 
before  it  came  to  hand>  1  am  happy  that  their  cheer- 
ful acquiescence  with  your  request  prevented  the 
necessity  of  my  intervention  ;  and  wishing  you  a  safe 
and  .agreeable  passage,  with  a  perfect  restoration  of 
your  health,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
&cJ 

'  G«aer«l  Burf^^ne  wrote  ia  rvplj  ;  "  1  beg  yva  to  accvpt  wf  nncifrwa  4^ 
kaowLcd^mcDt)  for  your  □bilging  IciLor.     [  dal  (h<  cbarftcler.  nhkh  I  bcfoic 
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TO  CEORGfi   WILLIAM   FAIRFAX,   IN   ENGLAKa 

Dear  Sir^ 

Immediately  on  my  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  American  army,  and  arrival  at  Cambridge, 
(near  Boston,)  in  the  year  1775,  I  informed  you  of 
the  impracticability  of  my  longer  continuing  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  a  friend^  by  having  an  eye  to  the 
conduct  of  your  collector  and  steward ;  as  my  absence 
(rom  Vir^nia  would  not  only  withdraw  every  lictlc 
attention  I  otherwise  might  Have  given  to  your  busi- 
ness, but  involve  my  own  in  the  same  neglected  pre- 
dicament. What  use  you  may  have  made  of  the  in* 
formation,  I  knovir  nol»  having  heard  nothing  from 
you  these  four  years,  nor  been  in  Virijinia  these  last 
ihrcc  1  have  heard,  and  fear  it  is  true,  that  your 
seat  (Bclvoir)  is  verging  fast  to  destruction.  In 
what  condition,  and  under  what  management,  your 
estate  in  Berkeley  is,  I  know  not ;  and  equally  igno- 
rant am  [  respecting  the  conduct  of  Peyton,  but 
earnestly  advise  you  to  empower  some  person  to 
attend  to  these  matters,  or  the  consequence  is  obvious. 

Lord  Fairfax,  as  1  have  been  told,  after  having 
bowed  down  to  the  grave,  and  in  a  manner  shaken 
hand^  with  IJcaih,  i*  perfectly  restored,  and  cnjoya 
his  usual  good  health,  an<l  as  modi  vigor  a-s  falls  to 
the  lot  of  ninety*     Your  sister  Washington  '  goes  on 

lofw  to  b«  mpctutjlv.  11  abo  pcifcclly  unUUc ;  tnJ  I  >ho«l(I  hoTC  few 
gtnEcr  prtvNK  grtelAcxIani  in  «cing  out  nieUuicholj  cobioi  u  tn  cod,  tlun 
that  «f  <iikin£ing  jaar  trie  B<t«}iip.'*— April  4llu 
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tc;GiTting  but  cannot  produce  a  boy.  Miss  Fairfax 
was  upon  the  point  of  inarria^i;  in  December  la^t 
with  a  relation  of  mine,  a  Mr.  Whiting  ;  but  her  ill 
health  delayed  it  at  that  time,  and  what  has  happened 
since  t  know  not.  Your  nit^ccsin  Alexandria  are  both 
married  ;  the  elder  to  Mr.  Herbert,  the  younger  to 
Mr  Harry  WKiting,  son  of  Frank  in  Berkeley.  Mrs. 
Cary,  her  son  Colonel  Carj',  Mr.  NichoUts,  Mrs. 
Ambler,'  and  their  respective  families  were  all  well 
about  two  months  ago>  Miss  Cary  is  married  to 
Tom  Nelson,  second  son  to  the  Secretary, 

Mrs-  Washington,  who  is  now  in  quarters  with  me, 
joins  in  most  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs,  Fair- 
fax and  yourself  with,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONCSRESS. 

ValLvT  ForoC,  13  March.  1770. 

Str, 

On  Sunday  nigh:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
favors  of  the  ist  nnd  5th  instant  ^vith  their  inclosures. 
I  am  happy  to  find,  that  my  past  conduct  respecting 
citizens,  in  the  correspondence  between  General 
Howe  and  myself,  is  approved  by  Congress.  They 
may  rest  assured,  chat  their  rights  arc  strongly  im- 
pressed on  my  mind  ;  ^nd  that,  in  all  my  transactions, 
every  support  in  my  power  shall  be  given  them.  I 
know  their  importance  ;  and,  in  my  expected  negoti- 
ations with  General  Howe,  if  possible*  I  will  exempt 
citizens  from  captivity.      However,  1  cannot  hope  to 

^  Uk»  Mftry  Cujr,  yt\k^  named  Edward  AAblar. 
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effect  it»  as  1  cannot  demand  It  as  a  mailer  of  right ; 
since  Congress  thcmsdvcs.  in  iheir  original  resolve 
directing  a  proposition  to  be  made  for  the  exchange 
cf  prisoners,  mentioned  that  of  citizens,  which  im* 
plied  a  right  of  capturing  them. 

They  may  also  be  assured,  that  General  l_<ec  will 
not  be  forgotten.  He  has  all  along  been  a  principal 
object  in  dispute;  and.  so  far  from  doing  any  thing 
injurious  to  him,  \\is  right  tn  be  exchanged,  and 
releaaementr  are  intended  to  be  placed  upon  the 
most  exphcit.  unambiguous  footing  Indeed,  from 
the  spirit  of  General  Howes  letters  collectively 
taken,  since  his  agreement  to  enlarge  the  otiicers  on 
parole  in  the  first  instance,  and  his  extension  of  it  tn 
the  last  to  an  exchange,  (though  they  are  not  free 
from  ambiguities,)  it  may  be  inferred,  that,  on  send- 
ing in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian 
fteld-officers  captured  at  Trenton,  an  exchange  of 
officers  will  imnr^ediately  commence.  It  seems  to 
be  a  point  with  him,  that  it  shall  begin  with  them,  as 
they  have  been  longest  in  captivity.  I  have  taken 
the  liberty'  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  three  letters, 
which  have  just  passed  between  General  Howe  and 
myself,  more  particularly  concerning  General  Lee,  in 
which  I  have  pushed  matters  respecting  him  as  far 
as  I  thought  it  prudent  at  this  time.  Every  pre- 
caution will  certainly  be  used  to  prevent  the  enemy 
gaining  any  advantage  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners." 

'  "  Kj,  Boudflu*,  taho  hu  btcly  nbamed  io  ump  from  New  York,  infoiva 
n«,  IbM  sMwtl^Atttidioc  Mij«f-Gcnml  Pmcott  hta  l)m>  «crrul  trc*l»  in  ibf 
Cttf,  ta  fMBtfiiM  ol  our  ftgtHmtct  144  <h^  Ittwnitaq  af  oUbrvn  vn  ptrol*. 
GcnervJ  Lee  fa  fK4  ptfmltl«d  (»  c«nc  oat ',  «bd  fhtf  or^en  hftd  been  mJTc4 


J 
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With  great  deference  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
observe,  that  Congress  seem  lo  have  carried  the 
preamble  of  their  resolve  of  the  26ih  ultimo,  prohib- 
iting the  enlisting  &c  of  prisoners  and  deserters,  too 
far;  and,  through  accident,  to  have  recited  a  face, 
that  has  never  happened  fat  least  to  my  knowledge), 
and  which  is  injurious  to  us,  namvly.  that  prisoners 
had  been  enlisted  by  us.  If  any  have,  it  is  what  I 
never  knew.  However,  be  this  as  it  may.  if  the 
resolution  has  not  been  published,  I  could  wish  the 
preamble  to  be  altered,  and  lo  recite,  "  that  exptru 
eru^t  Sec.  in  deserters"  only.  The  resolution  itself  may 
stand  as  it  does,  comprehending  a  prohibition  agairst 
the  enlistment  of  bolk 


from  yau  lo  Bead  him  rotind  tu  Philadclphu  by  water,  that  j^rA  RAfbt  tike  liii 
piamie  iti  ppr^m*.  Thpfr  ra4i  hv  no  rciwti  lo  pfrvcni  hU  p»njle  Mnj-tikta 
nhere  he  it ;  and  I  mad  cDniidrr  hit  bring  required  (■>  «ipoK  hioueU  lo  the 
iQCDELxnirnWi  dI  a  Ac^voyagc  it  Ehi*  »euan  oi  al[0|>c1her  unncccuarr-  1  h$ii 
A  righi  CO  n[vi^l.  Llml  tiv  Auuld  hiivr  been  relE^Hvd  lUftXKi  u  Gniml  Prctcott 
went  in  ;  and  mutt  T4qLiei,t.  you  \vill  :LccorliD£lf  |[ive  immediaEe  ordon  For  it. 
If  you  wit]  be  pluwd  to  transmit  your  diroctiapt  throoj-h  mc  fat  that  parpofr, 
I  vUl  mrduLly  ronrnrd  (heoi.  This  «ould  obrlaic  111?  uaccruiniy  lAd  podblc 
delay  of  ■  convtynnce  by  w^ler." — tVaiMfm^/ffm  /#  ^>  Iftfkart  //^tar,  ^ 
Maixli.  1T7S.  "  I  wbh,  Sir,  I  wu  eloF  oUigcJ  1u  lay  ihcft  Ofc  luuic  auibi[ii^ 
lEui  «Ti1]  charst^ri'dtm^  the  meahurcs  lakcn  conccrnirLi;  Onieral  1^b«  atliicfa 
juttily  ilatnking  ^urmt^ei,  (ioiwiFh>Urv1ing  all  ThsC  hit  ptusn!  lo  Tha  <onitmy. 
I  have  novt  br^cn  a»f  i^irtJtJi  u  yvnj  cia  desire  tin  tlic  Njbjc?!  of  Col.  CwnpbcD 
ftiid  the  He&siar  ^cndemtn,  and  t  hope  to  nnci  you  ai  ciEplt^Jl  on  the  tnbjccC 
of  GvDcr«l  L9«  ;  by  giving  din^ctiona  williant  fartlitr  Jelay  [«  llbrrfli*  hkn  tn 
place  of  General  Pi^scdie,  CeneroE  Lcq'k  rcf^ucat  menlioiied  by  yaa.  lo  be 
jtrritillLcd  tu  fomr  b_v  Im<l  El>  FlulaLlFljihia,  l^kel  bi:  rtif  olijc-^iicin  to  tblimjaM* 
imti  ;  il  will  (i:>iin<{?d  upon  jtyar  oM?r  li>  tpurl  him  nitmcl  by  vator  to  llut 
place  ;  and^  cancciting  k  vould  be  intiaif  d  tn  ibat  he  abould  paa  lo  Pk*l*i«)< 
phta.  he  picEoircd  the  mcxlc  of  gotng  by  land  as  cbe  kBil  inconvcDlcm  «liccnv 
live.  Bui  the  neaiurt  Bp^uK  to  me  wholly  tnipraprt.  anil  a  dspariutc  ttvm 
onr  laic  Btipulalion,  colcql-itcd  to  mpo&e  unneccuBry  hnrdtbipa  on  that 
unforiiinaT?  gcrLilvmjta.  and  tu  [jruilnL-u  i>vai]cjs  |>rni:rxAtja4iioti,  at  Icwt^  In 
ollov-ing  bim  lh«  eammon  beaciit  of  a  general  agraemenL"^H'iM'tMjilHH  i> 
Sir    H'ii/iiirH  J/ccc>^.  12  Maich,  IJjS. 
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My  reason  for  troubling  Congress  upon  this  occasion 
is,  we  have  always  complained  against  General  Howe, 
and  still  do,  for  obliging  or  permitting  the  prisoners 
in  his  hands  to  enlist,  as  an  unwarrantable  procedure, 
and  wholly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  at  least  of  the 
cartel.  This  preamble  seems  to  admit  the  practice 
on  our  part,  which  would  certainly  justify  it  in  him, 
and  is  such  evidence  as  must  silence  us  in  future 
(should  it  stand),  and  afford  him  an  opportimicy  for 
recrimination,  though,  as  I  have  suggested,  I  believe 
no  prisoners  have  ever  been  enlisted  by  us  ;  1  am 
sure  none  have  through  compulsion.' 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  you  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Captn.  Barry,  which  will  inform  you  of 
his  successes.  The  two  ships  he  burnt,  after  stripping 
them,  and  he  was  obliged,  it  seems,  two  days  after 
the  capture,  to  ground  and  abandon  the  Schooner 
after  a  long  and  severe  engagement  with  some  of  the 
Enemy's  Frigates  &  smaller  armed  Vessels. — It  U 
said  he  saved  her  guns  &  most  of  her  tackle, 

1  also  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  Congress  copies 
of  letters  from  Mtrfisrs  Champion,  Wadsworth  & 
Reed.  From  the  uniformity  of  sentiment  held  forth 
by  these  Centlemcn,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  the 
measures  lately  aiJoiJleil   by  the  Commis^oimn<   at 

'  Tbt  pTr»iTihlc  nnrj  fiprolvc  httd  probftb^jr  heen  ]iuJ»3iJircI  before  ili<  i)Mrt 
Mlcr  wu  roc^lvcU  hy  Cooj|f«u»  ikaee  Ibey  ba^h  ilov  BtAnd  m  ihr  Jqumak  ■« 
thvj  Mere  cni;jii«l]y  lunal,  **  WIkctu  ciLptrieiice  bu  pi u^hl,  ihjil  no  ionfi- 
tleuM  cftn  br  |ili«t<l  in  prtMonm  of  tt«r  ar  ftetcrten  Iram  the  enecay,  vho  cdIIsi 
iaio  til*  Coatifirtital  vny,  but  n^tty  tortca  ab4  gral  mfichlelfi  ittvt  In^netlij 
llifp«ncd  by  [bun  ;  Ihcpcfotc,  RcK-lvfH,  thit  no  pivwen  of  «kr  ur  dcvrlcn 
bom  ihp  Ri«n^  be  «r]ii[fd,  dnhrd,  oi  rctnrntd.  !□  %an  iu  die  CuniiuctiUl 
«ni7."-'Kebniary  aoth. 
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New  Haven  for  n^gulaiing  the  jjrices  of  proviHioil 
will  h^tve  a  disagreeable  effect  upon  our  supplies  of 
mcat^How  far  it  may  be  practicable  to  suspend 
their  operation  for  a  time.  I  cannot  determine — but 
if  it  can  be  done,  it  appears  we  should  experience 
many  advantages  from  it. — It  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  and  as  such  is  submitted  to  Congress  for 
iheir  consideration.  If  any  thing  can  be  done  to 
procure  supplies  of  provisions,  particularly  of  the  salt 
kinil,  1  should  suppose  I  am  persuaded  it  will  not  be 
omitted.     I  have  the  honor  &c. 


TO    ROBRRT    R.    I,!VINGSTON- 

IIkadquasttj;,^  Vallsv  Pokoe, 
13  Mirch.  177S. 

Dfar  Sir 

I  should  have  answered  your  favr.  of  the  14th 
January  before  this  time,  had  I  not  have  been  daily 
in  hopes  that  1  should  have  been  able  to  have  given 
you  a  satisfactory*  account  of  a  change  of  men  and 
measures  in  the  North  River  DepartnienL  It  has 
not  been  an  easy  matter  to  find  a  just  pretence  for 
removing  an  officer  from  his  Command  where  his 
misconduct  rather  appears  to  result  from  want  of 
Capacity  than  from  any  real  intention  of  doing  wrong, 
and  it  is  therefore  as  you  observe  to  be  lamented  that 
he  cannot  see  his  own  defects  and  make  an  honor- 
able retreat  from  a  Station  In  which  he  only  exposes 
his  own  weakness. 

Proper  measures  are  taking  to  carry  on  the  enquiry 
into  the  loss  of  Fort  Montgomery  agreeable  to  the 
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direction  of  Congress,  and  i:  is  more  than  probable, 
from  what  [  have  heard,  that  the  issue  of  that  enquiry 

will  alTord  just  grounds  for  a  removal  of  GenL  P 

but  whether  it  does  or  not.  the  prejudices  of  all  ranks 
in  that  quarter  against  him  are  so  great,  that  he  must 
at  all  events  be  prevented  from  reluming/  I  hope 
to  introduce  a  gentleman  in  his  place,  if  the  general 
course  of  service  will  admit  of  it,  who  will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  the  St;ite  and  to  the  publtc.  In  the 
mean  time  I  trust  that  Genl  Parsons  will  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  carry  on  the  works  which  from 
his  last  accounts  arc  m  more  forwardness  than  I 
expected. 

I  wish  all  the  men  on  Che  upper  part  of  the  River 
had  been  drawn  down  to  the   Highlands  instead  of 

'  Pvinafn  li  rrf^md  (o  >n  lhiN«  ifiKpnco.  To  Goirfmar  Cllrion,  Wuhlv^. 
l4>n  vrote  on  tbe  lath  \  "  Tbe  hinlt  vhi^h  jvu  w«re  pleassd  (o  jpvc  of  fnuman- 
agcmtnt  la  ibc  NptIH  R^Tn  command  ouuc  uLiq  from  »(v?iiU  oihci  li^ndS)  %\A 
did  noi  A  litilc  embiinvu  me.  m  ih«f  conUin  clmn;a  nilicr  reiulfiiiu  fwin 
Vlfrl  of  jud^menl  Iban  any  reil  lAlenlion  w  i3o  umn^.  \\  U  mii':li  to  b« 
lunentd  ibil  wc  ihoiild  hiv«  ofliccrs  of  ^n  liigh  a  mnk  ki  X.<t  rnLillc  Lhcm  lO 
ddm  vrpmle  coinmEindi  Titb  ^u  modenic  ■  thur  of  abUlIiei  eo  ctlmt  thrm 
in  tbt  «ii«ctii»on  of  lliote  cDfrniATidL"     For  in  *iitrtinff  ww  of  PvtnAt&'t 

"  VuuT  Etccltsaqr  L$  noi  lenomm  uf  the  ulciil  uf  c:?Ticid  rurnun't  i«iia- 
flij  lad  d;]i|£vncfl  ;  aftd  bour  wvll  tocvcr  ihc*e  may  <jutl]fy  him  far  tha  ma4t 
tmportAHt  CijiDJAjinjI,  tlafi  pfcjudim  Lo  vfiich  hit  imprudcnl  lenity  fn  ihc  dj*- 
aifvtLcd.  md  uw  );mi  inivrnjurK  wlih  (b«  OMm):.  hive  j-ivcn  ri»e.  luvfl  fire«U)r 
tdjorrd  hw  in11umc«.  Ilov  f»T  the  Iok  qf  Fort  Mnorgomvry  ind  th«  nbi«. 
q«eot  rftT«(ei  til  the  cncinr  ore  to  b<  atiributitil  l^  htm,  1  wJl  cot  Tcnlurc  to 
ay ;  u  tbb  will  nccvuarilj'  be  JcEcruiiiicU  hy  h  court  of  Inquiry,  whow  dctei^ 
oin^tloiK  t  woulJ  not  *»iiC]pMe  l."nfotlftn!it*lT  f*^r  hmi,  ihfi  current  uJ 
popuUj  opibian  In  [h»  uid  thtf  nDiEfiborin^  Si^tvii  And  aa  Iat  u  1  txa  leont 
tn  ihv  tnjufi*  UDddr  hit  L-uQiinio<I.  niiu  ftroncly  i^iDat  him,  Fi^r  my  oira 
furt,  I  rrtpK<  fin  brt»<»7  and  (ofmrf  i^rvj^ff.  and  onf^rplj  Iflmcfti.  ihif  h\t 
patrfotiiin  wIlJ  not  lufffr  him  lo  take  th^l  Frpoie,  t'i  whioh  liit  td^Anc«tl  oge 
uid  ptst  wrvlcci  )u*Uy  cniHU  \tkm,"^fiti^i  A.  Z^iVifiyifpjv  «c  H'^kiiii£ian.  14 
JoAtuuT,  t?T» 
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being  kept  to  caiT>'  on  an  expedition,  in  which  I 
never  was  consulted,  but  which  I  saw  from  the  begin* 
ning  could  never  succeed,  from  a  variety  of  Reasons 
which  it  would  be  needless  to  give  you  or  any  man 
iicquaintecl  with  the  State  of  tlie  Country  thro'  which 
it  was  to  have  passed.  Those  who  were  most  sanguine 
I  fancy  now  see  the  impracticability  of  iL 

Pcekskill  and  the  neiglihoring  Posts  were,  by  Re* 
solves  of  Congress  included  in  the  Northern  depart* 
mcnt.  and  the  care  of  carrying  on  the  Works  put 
under  the  direction  of  the  Officer  Commanding  in 
that  district  Cenl.  Gates  being  after  the  Resolve 
called  to  the  Board  of  War,  he  had  no  opportunity 
of  doing  any  thing  towards  it.  Whether  there  will 
be  any  alteration  in  the  extent  of  the  command  thi« 
campaign  1  cannot  tell,  but  if  it  falls  again  into  that 
department  more  immediately  imder  my  particular 
command  you  may  depend  that  all  the  attention  due 
to  posts  30  important  shall  be  paid  to  them.     I  am. 


TO    PHlLir    SCHUVLEEt,    JAH£S    DUANE,    AND    VOLKERT 
P,    nOUW,    COMMrSSIONERS   OF    INDIAN    AKKAtKS. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve 
of  Congress^  that  1  am  empowered  to  employ  a  body 
of  four  hiindrt^d  Indians,  if  they  can  be  procured  upon 
proper  terms.  Divesting  them  of  the  savage  customs 
exercised  in  their  wars  against  each  other,  1  think  they 
may  be  made  of  excellent  use  as  scoul?*  and  light 
troops,  mixed  with  our  own  parties-  I  propose  to 
raise  about  one  half  the  number  among  the  southern. 
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and  the  remainder  among  the  northern  Indians.  I 
have  sent  Colonel  Nathaniel  Gist,  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Cherokees  and  their  allies,  to  bring 
as  many  as  he  can  from  thence  :  and  I  must  depend 
upon  yon  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  procure  the 
stipulated  number,  or  as  near  as  may  be,  from  the 
northern  tribes.  The  terms  made  with  them  should 
be  such  as  you  think  we  can  comply  with  ;  and  pen;ons 
well  acquainted  with  their  language,  manners,  and 
customs,  and  who  have  gained  an  inHucncc  over 
them,  should  accompany  them.  The  Oneidas  have 
manifested  the  strongest  attachment  to  us  through- 
out this  dispute,  and  therefore  1  suppose,  if  any  can 
be  procured,  they  will  be  most  numerous.  Their 
missionary,  Mr.  Kirkland,  seemed  to  have  an  uncom- 
mon ascendancy  over  that  tribe,  and  1  should  there- 
fore be  i^lad  lo  see  him  accompany  ihem. 

If  the  [ndtans  can  be  procured,  I  would  choose  to 
have  them  here  by  the  opening  of  the  campaign  ;  and 
therefore  they  should  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  there  is  not  more  time  between  this  and  the  middle 
of  May.  than  will  be  necessary  to  settle  the  business 
with  them,  and  to  march  from  their  country  to  the 
army.  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  this  will  reach 
you  before  the  lreat>\  which  is  to  be  held,  breaks  upi 
If  it  should,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
their  sentiments,  of  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed a.-i  soon  as  possible  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  &C-' 


■  A  short  (tmv  Iclorc  Cun|;r«  pUMd  tta  ntatT^  «Mllinln(  1fa«  ftOthArtlr 
dncribcd  alnvc,  thv  iiib)<cl  hoil  bcm  Tchcia«ill)'di*«ii»td  in  the  BrJIuli  Tu- 
lluaeDt.  (I^vbfmr)'  Oth.)  on  ■  tnutlon  <A    Mr.  Burtit  (v  chJI  for  Ibi  p«p<n 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OY  CONGRESS 

This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Count  Pulaski, 
who.  from  a  conviction  that  his  remaining  at  the  head 
of  the  cavalry  was  a  constant  subject  of  uneasiness  to 
the  principal  officers  of  that  corps,  ha£  been  induced 
to  resign  his  command.  Waving  a  minute  inquiry- 
into  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  which  m^y  be  re- 
duced perhaps  to  tlie  disadvantages  under  vhich  he 
labored,  as  a  stranger  not  well  acquaintf^d  with  the 
language,  genius,  and  manners  of  this  country,  it  may 
be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  the  degree  of  harmony, 
which  is  inseparable  from  the  well-being  and  conse- 
quent  utility    of   a  corps,    has    not    subsisted  in    the 

whi^h  hid  fiAswd  bfiwten  il]«  mtnittiy  and  the  genfrnli  comnt.iidtttg  In 
America,  niAiive  to  th«  miUiuy  vmplo^mcal  uf  Ind&uis.,  Tb*  act  wm  4e- 
uoimccJ  an  ciijtium],  %xid  lUc  mJniatcri  wctc  censured  WLlh  much  ■■pcrily  hy 
fhit  proininenl  apihisEricni  mT.imbrrB  fcr  nlitltfng  n-itrl  ^[ipmvicig  ll-  IkVr  BdtI* 
nid  :  '*  Nn  proof  whilever  had  been  giwo  of  the  Amoru^ani  havii^^  atMmpl^d 
oflcniitT  AllLftEitca  wiili  4/iy  on*:  iribccf  MVAge^  ;  whffios  tlic  imt<cifect  pAt*clv 
now  btffirt  tliAt  Hoii^e  ilfmoiui-rnitd,  eTiai  ihf  King't  miniiicn  had  ncicotiAlcd 
4B(I  oblkin^  &ui^  alliflnvei  IrUui  anc  end  of  tht  cotitiaenl  of  Amenta  to  tlie 
ucbei  ;  llinl  iLc  Aiitc(ii;iina  baJ  iitCUAllir  tiTinlc  k  Ue&Ey  vii  Uie  fouling  vf  ncuiiftl- 
\\y  with  ths  famous  Five  NAlton^,  whidi  Lh«  Kin^'i  minittrr^  had  bribrd  ihem 
to  vtolale,  and  Co  ac\  olfsnaivcly  og^iimt  the  colonics;  LhAt  no  Atlempt  had 
been  made  iii  a  uagle  iiifiaiicc  oik  (he  put  of  (he  Kiog't  intniiUn  10  proCi^  a 
ncuiralkj  :  thai  If  the  f«ci  had  been,  ihni  the  AmprtcJiiii  had  ACtDAllr  vmplojcil 
th«e  aAva^b,  yd  (he  difiertnce  o(  eftipJojfcng  them  againti  annod  and  Iralned 
tcjldict].  cmbcFcUcd  mid  eoaiuiped.  and  cn]pli>;^ji>g  (hem  d|^q*t  (lie  uulnnoi 
arcl  defencet^  men.  women.  And  dijldreti  of  ■  cctublry,  iliipcrKvl  in  ihcii 
hoi;te«,  WHS  monifc*!,  and  lefi  Ehote^  nbo  atiempled  10  tabiimui  and  un#qiia|  a 
retaluiJon.  vfiihout  eJKuae." 

Lord  Gei^vir  Germtine  tpulie  in  reply,  and  jusiiried  Ihc  mndoci  of  ftdmlplt- 
trarton.  He  «td  "  llie  mader  ley  wivhiu  1  very  natrow  i:offlpia ;  the  ladiOQi 
voiald  noE  have  remAJncd  idle  spcciaCofs  ;  (he  very  dr^umcnl}  uacil  by  tlic  hvfi- 
omble  genllciiiDii.  whi?  made  the  laotion,  were  so  maay  proo/E  ihiL  they  vruald 
Dot     BMidfc,  Ihe  reb«Uj  by  thejr  cmitMnec,  hod  matte  frequent  ifiphfairont 
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cavalry  since  \\\%  appointment,  and  tliat  tlur  most 
effectual  as  well  as  the  easiest  remedy  is  that,  which 
he  has  generously  applied. 

The  Count,  however,  far  from  beinjj  disgusted  with 
the  service,  is  led  by  his  thirst  of  g[Iory,  and  senl  for 
the  cause  of  liberty,  to  solicit  farther  employment,  and 
waits  upon  Congress  to  make  his  proposals.  They 
are  briefly^  that  he  be  allowed  to  raise  an  independent 
corps,  composed  of  sixty-eight  horse  and  two  hundred 
loot,  the  horse  to  be  armed  with  lances,  and  the  foot 
equipped  in  the  manner  of  light-infantry.  The  former 
he  thinks  he  can  readily  fill  with  natives  of  good  char- 
acter, and  worthy  the  trust  reposed  in  iln^mn  With 
respect  to  the  other,  he  is  desirous  of  more  latitude. 


Is  the  IqJiinn  ici  tide  wilb  lIlaB,  db«  VirglbUiU  piltlicilbriy  \  «nd  Bc  Mid,  UUt 
Kio><  tcidjAiib  v«rc  employed  tt  ButDc  in  tbc  rebel  dtrtif ,  Nvw  uldof  Ibc 
dltpofilion  nf  thr  Infiitnt,  wlih  thv  appElcirioru  miulr  la  rhrrn  Iry  Lh(  CDlorlB, 
H  uBonatcd  la  a  «1h*.  mdicpuubk  propodlioo.  ihnl  rithAr  yhef  woald  hivt 
vfTcd  «4E*iEut  ui,  or  [1iB(  wc  muit  Uh^K  ^mplovcd  iIiced/'  Lord  North  iaM.oq 
Ihp  4*mp  side,  "*lhiii,  in  rp*p«[  lo  ihc  employment  oj  Indians,  bt  looked  upon 
it  u  bid.  bdE  unavaidable," 

Govcmci  PgvniLT].  who  h^d  r^dcd  lone  ^■^  America,  and  undcnt^od  Uic 
lodUn  rhanrtrr  prifrctly,  vi«  of  Iht  mat  opinion,  Hp  pmjKi4d  %  hclirnic 
flJ  hi*  owiL  "  1  Iloow,"  Hid  he.  "ind  OiorTfor*  <pHli  dirrrll;^  that  ibo  id«a 
«J  art  laditn  ncu(r«Ul>  Ununscuic;  ddkiitv*,  danj^couk  noateiut-  M  botbwt 
ind  Ihi!  Amerlcflnfl  weft  *ercin1  to  nhtervc  %  itritl  ncuirallijr  in  not  emploTt"! 
limn,  Ihej  would  lliaa  plunder  imd  acalp  both  pjirlicii  imdiKriminal^ly  on  botli 
ddn.  Altboui^h  ihiiisror  opinloQt  fountlfd  on  ihc  kaovUdc^  Hiid  ripcncnce 
J  havp  hud  In  iliac  miuen.  fct  t  am  pcnuadnJ.  thai  \\  vir  ind  lb?  AnicTicitLs 
<roiild  C«n«  ro  unc  itipulotion.  cr  ccnvcDiion.  that  we  would  niuluilly  ^nil  in 
ft  fpifti  ot  £00d  futb  not  vulTcc  the  ImlbiLi  to  iiitemxeJdle.  Uil  f  ouidcf  and 
Ad  A|^nk1  ihrm  at  rncrtJcis  whr never  ihty  t\i6  uerLtic  fiLHiCtlllich  a^Ai^tl  any 
Vf  tba  Bniji^li  nation,  wbelhcr  Kn^liiih  or  Amcricar>k,  all  ihu  hdrrid  buiioviM 
nicht  b«  prcvca[<^l,«F4t  IcMt  in  B^rcAt  Daciturcintiajncd,"  Govsnwt 
cnlBiscKtupon  hii  ycheme.  andercn  offend  loproceol  bimsdf  ivCoQgi 
I  duty  auEhonudi^  and  uie  bit  flideavatm  wllh  llwl  bcdy  to  carry  tl  lotocifleci.— 
r*  rtr^ut.'mOirjt  Xr^i^trr,  vol,  viiL.  pp.  yi/h  5S3.  35T- 
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so  u  to  have  libcrt>*  of  engaging  prisoners  and 
deserters  from  ihc  enemy. 

The  original  plan  for  the  lance-men  was  to  have 
drafted  them  from  the  regiments  of  horse  But,  as 
this  method  would  produce  a  dashing  of  interef«t$, 
and  perhaps  occasion  new  disturbances,  the  Count 
prefers  having  a  corps  totally  unconnected  with  any 
other.  My  advice  to  him,  ihereForc,  is  to  enlist  his 
number  of  cavalry  with  the  Continental  bounty  ;  and, 
if  it  should  be  found  consonant  to  the  views  of  Con- 
gress to  allow  his  raising  the  number  proposed  over 
and  above  the  establishment  for  the  horse,  then  he 
would  have  them  on  the  footing  of  an  independent 
Dorps  ;  if  not,  he  might  at  all  events  have  them  as 
drafts;  and  in  this  case  there  would  be  no  ground 
for  complaint  With  regard  to  the  infanlr>\  which 
the  Count  cslecnis  essential  to  the  success  of  the 
cavalry,  I  have  informed  him,  that  the  enlisting 
deserters  and  prisoners  is  prohibited  by  a  late  resolve 
of  Congress.  How  far  Cofigress  might  be  inclined  to 
make  an  e>cception.  and  license  the  engaging  of  prison- 
ersin  a  particular  detached  corps,  in  which  such  charac- 
ters may  be  admitted  with  less  danger  thnn  promiscu- 
ously in  the  line,  I  could  not  undertake  to  pronounce. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Count's  valor  and 
active  -^eal  on  all  occasions  have  done  him  great 
honor;  and,  from  a  persuasion  that»  by  being  less 
exposed  to  the  inconveniences  which  he  has  hitherto 
experienced,  he  will  render  great  services  with  such  a 
command  as  he  asks  for,  I  wish  him  to  succeed  in 
his  application.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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P,  S-  It  19  to  be  understood,  that  the  Count  ex- 
pects Co  retain  hi^  r^nk  a^  brigadier^  and,  I  think,  is 
<:ncit!ed  to  it  from  his  general  character  and  particular 
disinterested nc;«s  on  the  prcacnt  occasion.' 


TO   GOVERNOR    LIVINGSTON, 

Vau,£Y  Forok.  14  M Arch.  I7TB. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  2d  instant ;  and,  I 
can  assure  you,  1  feel  myself  very  sensibly  afTecled  by 
the  strenuous  manner  in  which  you  express  the  pub- 
lic regard  of  the  State  and  your  personal  friendship 
towards  me.  I  only  desire  to  be  the  object  of  both, 
while  in  your  good  opinion  and  that  of  the  public  t 
continue  to  merit  them. 

We  seem  hitheno  to  have  mistaken  each  other,  In 
respect  to  the  troop  of  light-horse.  1  did  not  mean  to 
inlist  them  in  the  Continental  service,  but  only  to 
engage  them  for  a  few  months,  while  the  Continental 
horse  were  recruiting,  upon  ihe  same  terms  that  [ 
engaged  the  Morris  County  horse  last  winter  It 
will  be  expected,  that  they  provide  their  own  horses, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  be  paid  accordingly. 
If  Captain  Arnold  wJII  come  into  the  service  upon 
the  above  terms*  1  will  immediately  take  him  into 
employ. 

*Thcnakof  Imc^io-ivnflttl  vu  cD&tbued  loC«apt  E^^LuU,  and  Uw 
jti:lhnrljcrl  rn  niw  knit  CDNimuid'iin  inclrfcnilent  cnrpt.  lo  conilil  of  ilxty* 
vi^hE  hoiu  ind  (vo  huadnd  fool.  The  Utttr  w*n  ia  he  tqaipptd  in  Vhc 
DiAnncE  of  lisht'irffeckljj,  *nd  the  f>>rTnfir  !»  ht  trmcd  •riih  Unoo.  The  vtodn 
oi  mittng  ud  crgiTiiiIng  the  fcrfH  wit  IclL  lo  th«  dincdin  of  Gcoonl  Wuh> 
in^wu—y^tiriuii,  MfcHh  «&lh. 
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I  am  exceedingly  gl^il  to  hear  of  the  response  you 
have  alrea-dy  made  in  the  Quarter  Master's  and  Com- 
missary's department  at  Princctown  and  doubt  not. 
but  if  you  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  thro'  lh<- 
Other  posts,  that  the  public  will  not  only  save  im- 
mense sum  of  Money,  but  be  better  served,  for  those 
supernumeraries,  like  useless  wheels  in  a  machine, 
only  clog  and  perplex  the  more  essential  parts.  It 
is  impossible  to  devise  any  other  mode  of  disposing 
of  deserters,  than  (o  let  them  go  at  large  among  iis, 
provided  there  is  no  particular  cattse  of  suspicion 
against  them.  To  confine  them  would  effectually 
put  a  stop  to  a  drain,  which  weakens  the  enemy 
more,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  than  you  would  im- 
agine. 1  am  pleased  with  the  favorable  account 
which  you  give  of  Count  Pulaski's  condLct  while  at 
Trenton.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  great  activity  and 
unq  nest  ion  able  bravery,  and  only  wants  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  our  language  and  customs  to  make 
him  a  valuable  officer.     1  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    M1.D00CALX. 

HaAI?  QUAlrTta^.  VAU.KV  FOAOE, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  17th  ultimo  in  due 
time,  and  should  have  proceeded  immediately  opon 
the  business  of  the  inquiry,  had  not  Genera!  Put- 
nam's private  affairs  required  his  absence  for  some 
little  time.    I  have  appointed  Brigadier- General  Hunt- 
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ingCon  and  Colonel  Wigglesworth  to  assist  you  tn 
this  matter ;  and,  enclosed,  you  will  find  instructions 
empowering  you^  in  conjunclion  with  them,  to  carry 
on  the  inquiry  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress, 
You  will  obsen-e  by  the  words  of  the  resolve,  that 
the  inquiry  is  to  be  made  into  the  loss  of  I'orts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  into  the  conduct  of  the  principal  officers  com- 
manding those  forts. 

Hence  the  officer  commanding  in  chief  in  that 
department  will  be  consequentially  involved  in  the 
inquiry  ;  because  if  he  has  been  deficient  in  affording 
the  proper  support  to  those  posts,  when  called  upon 
to  do  it,  the  commandant  and  principal  ofhccrs  will 
of  course  make  It  appear  by  the  evidence  produced  in 
their  own  justilication.  1  am  not  certain  whetherGen- 
eraJ  Putnam  has  yet  returned  to  Fishkill ;  and  1  have 
therefore  by  the  enclosed,  which  you  will  pfea%c  to 
forward  to  him  by  express,  given  him  notice  that  the 
inquiry  is  to  be  held,  and  have  desired  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  that  post.'     General  Huntington  and 

'  "Thfl  (Jon^rcb  luring,  by  ■  recol^v  of  lh«  sBlh  of  Novembtr  lul,  <Ur«ct«4 
that  ui  iri[|uity  Uc  iiiidc  iitlu  tUz  10k»  uf  I'utt*  Uu]iI)[uuicit  uid  ClinlDo.  utiI 
into  Uir  ttjoAaa  <tt  Hie  Einn{:iiiil  nffitTT*  CAmmiTiiliiie  tliciv  (nitt.  I  hnvn 
>ppoiii*d  Mtjr'T  Gvnml  Mcl>ou(^l,  Brifuditr  <«cn(»n|  llDfitJhf^ton,  «nd 
Cvloncl  Wi|u;lnworlli,  10  orrr  ibc  ntQlYc  lalo  cWKqEion.  It  ti  more  l^ui 
probttb^t,  Wvkf  tb4<  onndui:!  of  iFi?  ryfhftt  ccurnnanifini;  r  Ihr  timfl  tn  thai  flrpan- 
DiCflt  B^ll  b«  iDtclv«d  In  tbe  inquiry,  anrl  I  (bercfoK  d«tlrv^  tbar  y^M  i^cvld 
lepaif  imtncilijitcly  lo  KblLktll  vpvii  tbc  RCcSpt  oJ  Ihut  b>  mm  G«ocnl 
UctViUEilI  luiil  [he  nllirr  ^cnilrmmr 

"fJllTtl  lIcO^U^U  it  ta  tdk«  Cli*«nmftnif  ol  lh«  p4tf>  to  ih«  Higlilatidt. 
Hjr  Itiilfi  ftr  inAkiiiG  diia  chuJif^  ii  o«tik|j  w  the  pr* judicct  of  thf:  prO|>]<, 
vhfdl,  irftcihct  wvll  or  111  [rDiznd«[.  nmit  be  frulnlccd  :— and  1  tboald  ddak 
njFMlf  wuiiIq^  la  Jtutlc*  ta  iTic  public  u>J  c^nddf  eovknls  you,  w*rv  1  t9«ak 
tiBBc  yofl  tnacuiatiiuid,  ifln  I  have  bv<D  almcai  in  diiTCl  tcrmi  laformcd,  ifcal 
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Colonel  Wi^lesworth  will  sel  out  as  soon  z&  th«y 
can  make  prrparations  for  the  journey. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  the  Highlands,  you  are  to 
take  upon  you  tht:  command  of  the  different  posts  in 
that  department,  of  which  I  havft  advisrd  General 
Putnam.  Your  time  will  at  first  be  principally 
taken  up  with  the  businessi  which  you  now  have  in 
hand  ;  but  [  beg  that  your  attention  may  be  turned^ 
as  much  as  posfsible.  to  the  completion  of  the  works^ 
or  at  least  to  putting  them  in  such  a  state,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  resist  a  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Governor  Clinton  has  wrote  his  opinion  very  fully  to 
Congress  upon  the  propriety  of  ordering  all  the 
troops,  except  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler,  down 
to  the  Highlands,  as  all  prospects  of  carrying  on  the 
northern  expedition  seem  to  have  vanished.  I  have 
hacked  his  opinion  forcibly  with  my  own,  and  hope, 
if  Congress  see  matters  in  the  light  we  do,  that  those 
troops  may  be  instantly  brought  down.      I  have.  &c. 

P.  S.  There  has  been  a  resolve  of  Congress  vest- 
ing Governor  Clinion  wiih  the  direction  of  the  works 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  and  requiring 
the  commanding  officer  at  Peekskill  to  aid  him  in  the 
execution  of  the  same.  Governor  Clinton,  I  under- 
stand, from  his  civil  avocations,  does  not  incline  to 
take  the  immediate  direction  of  the  business,  and  the 
late  commanding  ol^cer  in  that  quarter  has  doubted 

the  people  of  the  tutc  of  New  York  will  not  ramler  tbe  D«ctau|'  s«pf>on  tod 
imiclHtic?,  whiles  ynu  mnun  t(  the  li«i  oE  thil  depamnenL  When  Ibc 
iaqtiiryb  IjniiKcJ,  t  flctTr«  iLiLt  you  wUI  relurn  \t>  ConACClicul  ^Bd  MperiDlfad 
tlic  furwirdjn^  on  th?  new  Uricn  wilti  itic  urcAloiL  cupdliLvjui,"— 'M'juJii^fib* 
to  Mnjor-Gfnrrai  Putmitm^  ifi  MBrch^  '77*- 
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from  that  resolve,  whether  his  command  or  superin* 
tendency  extended  to  ihe  (orLv  To  remove  difR- 
cuhies  of  this  kind,  by  which  the  public  service  must 
suffer,  and  as  I  consider  it  essential  to  the  nature  of 
the  command,  that  one  officer  should  have  the  gen- 
eral control  and  direction  of  all  the  poses  in  the 
Highlands  and  their  dependencies,  and  be  answer- 
able (or  them,  you  arc  to  consider  yourself  as  pos- 
seitsed  of  this  general  control  and  direction,  and  to 
act  accordingly.  If  the  Governor  has  leisure  from 
his  official  duties  to  undertake  the  more  Immediate 
management  of  the  works,  it  will  afford  you  a  very 
desirable  assistance. 

I  have  written  to  Congress  to  give  you  every 
power  necessary  to  promote  the  objects  of  your  com- 
mand :  and  in  the  mean  time  you  arc  to  consider 
yourself  authori^crd,  as  far  as  can  depend  upon  me, 
lo  take  every  measure  conducive  to  that  end,  I  am 
sensible  this  command  will  not  be  in  itself  the  most 
agreeable  piece  of  service,  and  that  you  would  prtrfrr 
a  pose  on  the  principal  theatre  of  action;  but  the 
vaat  importance  of  it  has  determined  me  to  confide 
it  !n  yoLi,  and  1  am  persuadrd  your  object  is  to  be 
useful  to  the  public  If  you  get  things  in  a  proper 
train  by  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  so  as  that  the 
prosecution  may  he  assigned  to  other  hands,  I  shall 
be  extremely  happy  to  avail  myself  of  your  services 
with  the  main  army.' 

^  Tbcn  bid  ban  «  wriet  itf  iiilH|rpRhendoiii  oa  the  tabjfct  of  ooaitrttcdiif 
■fflltty  ivorki  in  iti#  HiKbUMt,  ttc**!!***  tmnof  ohiiArW  \t>  \ht\r  ffOflrrif 
OalfctStb  ol  Nov2iDl>cf,  ConfTCs  bad  Aj>|>o[i]re\l  Uenvrd  Cfti«*  lo  conuuaA 
la  tfie  Itif  Ujioilai,  or  uibcr  li*d  toftnectcd  ttui  potl  wtib  ibc  Nurlhern  l>ep«il* 
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TO    Tll£    PKESIPBNT    O^   CONGKKSS. 

Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from 
Governor  Clinton,  which  he  enclost^  !o  me  for  my 
perusal  nad  consideraiion. 

The  JDconvcnicDcc  he  mentions,  as  resulting  from 
the  resolve  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mandant for  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  re- 
quires to  be  obviated.  1  do  not  conceive  it  to  have 
been  the  design  of  Congress  to  make  the  command 
of  chose  forts  altogether  distinct  and  independent  on 
the  general  command  of  the  posts  in  that  quarter: 
but  only  to  designate  the  rank  of  the  officer,  who 
should  have  the  immediate  charye  of  them.     There 

mcnC.  uid  invcklctl  him  trilh  Ample  power*  to  CAit^  on  ihe  worlu ;  b«l,  m  \c 
wa.s  uude  riaiiitnl  of  ihc  Btjunl  i.i[  W«r.  tic  Tirvci  culcred  upon  tboM  dalin 
Again,  on  Eh<-  lAlh  di  Kehniitfy.  (.avrrnifr  Cttnlon  wa*  nqimtflid  l&  lukn  th* 
lUptiiiiMnticncc  of  tlio  w^fIlb  ;  but  the  maltiplioLjr  «|  hu  civil  ttaplojincinb 
iDflde  ii  nccsMiry  (or  him  to  decline  Ihr  undcTLakinf,  Mittatlmc  Gcncnl 
Hitriim  went  fo  Conneolicur,  ind  lell  lh«  poti  in  chugeof  G^neitl  f*UK)(u 
UiifdcLuiiAlcly  ihb  olTicct  eun«ivcJ  ihc  nviiiin,  Wu,\  he  liml  ai>Ciautrol  vcr  Ibc 
wijrlE«  ill  Lhe  Hichlaods ;  lIikI  (Uc  k^dKc  of  ^on^^w  id  ififjrJ  Lc>  (dLch  ami 
Clintnn  Wfrn  penorml,  and  nol  rltaignH  To  ipply  ^^  nny  "n«  tlf  ;  a*^  Ihal. 
b»vin|-  net  Hinoi  innlniclioai,  hc^  cduM  ni?L  lighiftiJly  u^umf  any  nutboMyla 
Ihc  iDBEicr.  By  Ibt  Jadkiotu  Mdvlce  of  Gcvctnor  CMnlcn.  boiievtr.  be  vii 
prvviallnl  upon  to  «prri»  1.  proper  lupervuiDri,  till  <jen«nkl  MrUougnU  urlved. 
When  ilicK  JduIiU  in  regvrd  to  th«  Client  of  coinmanJ  ^fv  coonLdeted,  *□(! 
abio  i^e  latily  movfrnenl^k  uf  Llicen^inci^r  jn  nt^culiiii;  x  \\%n  wIjilIi  lie  iliil  nul 
ApprovF.  (he  enlrvme  luliguc  d(  the  (Frrii??  id  IIir  mjclil  a'  winTfT,  Ihv  pnT*' 
iiL>ai  4nd  auficnn^^  of  the  mcn^  And  the  want  i>f  tcama  4111J  otttrbtMnvf 
Ahl^  It  M  not  ^ucpjmn^  tluil  veiy  sluw  picgre^  hail  bcca  niade,  UcoonI 
McLiaugftl]  [6ol[  Uie  cDrnmaiKl  on  tb«  flTJth  0I  Marct^  I'wu  iUj«  prerlaiiaJ} 
Kosdu^dko  HiriYetl,  who  had  been  ■ppcJnleil  ert^iccer  in  Ihc  plaa  of  Raili^, 
Frrjin  that  lintT  the  wutk^  were  prc^cil  foiwirO  t>iib  BijirJU  Tu  (he  ictcntific 
tifill  and  ie<tulDut  application  Af  Kmaiiukn.  the  pubtto  wu  muntjr  ivdcblod 
for  tbe  aonttnif  lioD  of  the  mLlllary  defcnoe*  aL  Wett  PcibC— ^^il. 
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is  such  an  intimate  connexion  between  the  (orts  and 
the  other  posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  and 
their  vicinity,  that  it  is  necessary  for  one  officer  to 
have  the  superin tendency  and  control  of  the  whole, 
and  to  be  cinswerable  for  all.  If  this  were  not  to  be 
the  case,  but  the  command  were  to  be  divided,  there 
might  want  that  cooperation  between  the  garrisons 
and  the  troops  without,  which  might  be  essential  to 
their  preservation  and  to  the  common  purposes  of 
defence.  The  assigning  a  fixed  number  of  men  to 
the  garrisons  would  not  remove  this  inconvenience  ; 
for  the  cooperation  would  still  be  necessary'.  But  if 
it  were  otherwise,  I  should  not  think  the  measure 
advisable,  because  we  do  not  know  what  number  of 
men  wc  may  have  in  the  field  next  campaign  ;  and 
the  number  for  the  defence  of  the  Highlands  must  be 
proportioned  to  the  general  strength,  and  the  force  of 
the  garrisons  to  that  number. 

On  these  considerations,  having  ordered  General 
McDougall  to  repair  to  the  Highlands  to  assume  the 
chief  command  thcre^  I  have  comprehended  the  forts 
among  the  other  objecis  of  his  ira^x  ;  in  the  discharge 
of  which  I  am  persuaded  he  will  manifest  adequate 
zeal  and  ability.  But  as  the  resolves  in  [[uesiion 
affords  room  for  doubt,  it  will  be  proper  to  have 
it  explained,  so  as  more  explicitly  to  ascertain  the 
intention  of  Congress.  I  am  perfectly  in  sentiment 
with  Governor  Clinton,  on  the  propriety  of  drawing 
the  troops  from  the  northward  to  reinforce  and  carry 
on  the  works  In  the  Highlands.  From  every  thing  I 
can  learn,  there  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  prosecut- 
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iny  the  intended  expedition  into  Canada.  If  so,  I 
apprehend  it  can  answer  no  valuable  end  to  keep  a 
body  of  troopfi  in  and  about  Albany.  In  the  present 
circumstances  of  Canadn,  Utile  is  to  be  dreaded  thence ; 
tile  enemy,  in  all  probability,  will  be  well  satisfied  to 
act  on  the  defensive,  without  risking  the  consequences 
of  an  attempt  against  us.  A  proper  garrison  at  Fort 
Schuyler,  and  a  small  party  by  way  of  guard  at  Al- 
bany,  with  the  militia  of  the  country  that  may  lie 
occasionally  drawn  lo^^^ether.  will  be  a  sufHcient  se- 
curity against  the  inroads  of  the  enemy  from  Canada, 
or  the  depredations  of  the  neighboring  Indians,  sup- 
posing there  were  any  of  the  tribes,  whose  dispositions 
were  still  actively  hostile  notwithstanding  our  late 
northern  successes,  which  is  by  no  means  a  natural 
supposition.  All  the  men,  more  than  are  wanted  for 
these  purposes,  would  be  of  the  most  important 
utility  in  the  Highlands. 

If  the  arms  and  stores  at  Albany  should  be  chouj^ht 
an  objection  to  the  plan,  1  would  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve,  that  Albany  appears  to  me  a  most  impro[Jcr 
place  for  stationary  arsenals  or  magazines,  and  that 
those  which  are  there  at  present  should  be  removed 
withuut  delay.  Besides,  as  they  would  be  in  most 
danger  from  an  incursion  up  the  North  River,  the 
best  way  to  counteract  that  danger  is  to  strengthen 
the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  obalnict  the  navH 
gation  ;  in  order  to  which  the  reinforcing  them  with 
the  troops  from  the  northward  would  be  no  incon- 
siderable step,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  In  <onH^aenc«  of  \\t\t  Ivtur  the  Congrud  decided  that  all  the  iroOpn  in  Khm 
State  bl  Nov  Vcrk.  including  the  wWc  NorlTicm  1>?paftn:iCAl«diould  \k  un^rj 
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TO    JAM£S    fiUWDOIM,     PREKIDKNT    OF    THE    COUKCIL    OF 
UA3SACKUS£TTS. 

Snt, 

It  gives  me  ircxpresstble  concern  to  have  repeated 
information  from  the  best  authority,  that  the  commit^ 
tecs  of  the  different  towns  and  districts  of  your  State 
hire  deserters  from  General  Biirgoync's  army,  and 
employ  them  as  substitutes,  to  excuse  the  personal 
service  of  the  inhabitants.  J  need  not  enlarge  upon 
ihe  d.ingerof  siibstiliiting,  as  soldiers,  men,  who  have 
g^ven  a  f^'^^^^'^^  proof  of  a  treacherous  disposition,  and 
who  arc  bound  to  us  by  no  motives  of  attachment,  to 
citircns,  in  whom  the  ties  of  country,  kindred,  and 
sometimes  property  are  so  many  securities  for  their 
fidchty.  The  evils  with  which  this  measure  is  preg- 
nant are  obvious,  anc3  of  such  a  serious  nature,  as 
mokes  it  necessary,  not  only  to  stop  the  farther  prog- 
ress of  it,  but  hkcwisc  to  apply  a  retrospective  remedy, 
and  if  possible  tu  annul  tl,  so  far  as  it  has  been  car* 
ried  into  effect.  Unless  this  is  done,  although  you 
may  be  amused  for  the  present  with  the  flattering 
idea  of  speedily  completing  your  battalions,  they  will 
be  found,  at  or  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
reduced  by  the  defection  of  every  British  soldier  to 
their  original  weak  condition;  and  the  accumulated 

«n«  gencnj  offlccT,  and  Ihal  ha  thmld  !>«  ■bihAriud  <^  draw  lofcthcr  il  the 
HisbliDdi  nicb  parti  of  ihcm  aa  he  itioutJ  'J»m  upcJiruL  To  3uppl>  ibe 
pl<c«  «l  IhoK  %\  Albanr.  th«  l^OTrrnor  of  New  York  wu  T^a?it«'L  tn  hiinTth 
mch  «  number  of  raEILU^  u  voald  tc  lufficieui   (o  protMl  ihe  arteaal  aod 

ihould  pul  fhcm   aaX  o\  d4a|[vr   df  anj  vuefden  irieinpf   Iroin  ibv  raetny,^ 
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bounties  of  the  continent  and  of  the  State  will  have 
been  fruitlessly  sacrificed. 

Indeed.  Mr.  Burgoyne  could  hardly,  if  he  were 
consulted,  sujrgest  a  more  efieclual  plan  for  plunder- 
ing us  of  so  much  money,  reinforcing  General  Howe 
with  so  many  men.  and  preventing  us  from  recruiting 
a  certain  number  of  regiments  ;  to  nay  nothing  of  lh« 
additional  losses,  which  may  be  dreaded,  in  desertions 
among  the  native  soldiers,  from  tlie  contagion  of  ill 
example  and  the  arts  of  seduction,  which  it  Is  more 
than  probable  will  be  put  in  practice.  This  matter 
demands  your  iinmediatt!  attention,  and  1  llatter  my- 
gelf,  that  on  a  due  consideration  of  the  mischiefs, 
which  must  inevitably  flow  from  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice remonstrated  against,  you  will  not  delay  the 
application  of  the  most  extensive  and  efficacious 
remedy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  greatest 
respect.  Sir,  &c>' 

l*'Tli*  0vil  which  I  ii|]prebeni1ed  from  Ihe  inliilmenl  oMe&titeni^  .  ,  ,  hu 
oktatlymAdv  ilE  »f<pearantt,  Ori«  of  Lbe  calcmdi  Tnfi^u^iu  me  thai  «*ei7  Brilitb 
deserter  itEit  Co  hia  KcfiioLcni  tiiccp'  ^^^,  bi)  ftlrc^y  £odc  oIL  Ono  of  tboc 
pnp1«  a  Ifw  nigbts  Ago  (orik  rjU  4  light  hone  wftb  fall  i^fymtrrmvikit  fvnm  M 
AdfAiicvd picket.  IfagpcupoiL  Lhls proof  ol  th^kaMclitf  uf  th« above dc«erib«d 
cUu,  thai  Ji  loUL  >1up  will  be  put  Ifi  ibc  liirin|;  Ihcm.  Ic  tt  now  prtihiliilcd  by 
an  rxpfoh  t«f»lvp  u(  rnni;rr.4i  pooffd  \  frw  wiwki  3^"/'— Wjj^in^f*if  jj  f^Hh 
trncr  B^utiisim.  31  MatcIi,  1^78.     /cvtr/ta/i  0/  Ccnj^rft/,  aC  t>brvarj'»  <77t- 

"  Y«u  rna^t  b^vc  minunilflifKtod  mc,  \i  tou  thoagbl  1  £Ov<o  you  pcrrKiiinon  1g 
raiic  a  new  AOd  s^pjuaLf  narpL  1  Lold  jow  t  had  no  povpr  lo  pini  w^h  A  re- 
qncit,  but  thnt.  if  you  could  oblim  pcimi&ion  fn>in  Con^nit.  or  (lie  codubiIbm 
of  CcmgrcQ  ici  i^nn^p,  I  ahuuLd  buT?  %%q  objection  lo  ibe  mcvorc  Oiid  la  70&1 
enllElin^  firJKinen,  1  urn  ccnain  1  never  ^qvt  you  an}'  GnL:oi]rA4;eincrL[  lu  erilllt 
djHeners»  because  [  have  ever  lnund  Lhvm  ui  ih«  grta1«ct  injury  \o  th«  Hrvict'. 
bj  debauching  4m  own  men,  inij  had  Lhcicforc  i;iv«ii  posliirv  tirdcn  to  aR 
rccrullinf  dtiHT^  nol  io  enlist  Ehpin  upon  in;  tcmu,  Tbc  (-'on^^a  htw  iltice 
m«dc  oa  cipreu  revive  BgoiirLal  if,  md  also  ogalntl  cnlttlinf  I'llionen."'^ 
WatAiiif^taH  t<f  Cv/aa ft  Armando  a*  March.  1776. 

"Some  liule  lime  past,  I  wrote  to  [he  Preadeol  oad  Cnitni;il  of  Miivaebii- 
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TO    DRIGADteR-GHNBRAL    JOHN    CADWALADBR, 


My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  instant  came  safe  to  my 
hands  and  gave  me  sincere  pleasure ;  as  it  encouraged 
a  hope,  which  I  had  before  entertained^  of  aeeifig  you 
in  camp  again.  Most  sincerely  do  1  wish  it  was  in  my 
power  to  point  out  some  post  or  place  in  the  army, 
which  would  invite  you  to  and  fix  you  in  it.  Wc  want 
your  aid  exceedingly  ;  and  the  public,  perhaps  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  would  be 
more  benefited  by  your  advice  and  assistance,  than  at 
the  present,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  this  cam- 
paign, which  must  be  important  and  critical.  One 
thing  certain  is  ;  a  seat  at  my  board,  and  a  square  on 
my  floor,  shall  always  be  reserved  for  you.  But  ihia, 
though  it  would  add  to  my  pleasure,  is  not  the  helglu 
of  my  wishes.  I  want  to  see  you  in  a  more  important 
fltation. 

By  death  and  desertion  we  have  lo?tt  a  good  many 
men  since  wc  came  to  this  ground,  and  have  encoun- 
tered every  species  of  hardship,  that  cold,  wet,  and 
hunger,  and  want  of  clothes,  were  capabSe  of  produ- 
cing; notwithstanding,  and  contrar>'  to  my  expecta- 

•Ptttv  infoniiiB[  dwn  Ihal  vmnJ  af  ih«  tovQ«  hid  hirvd  RritMh  dMHtCfV,  «Bd 
wvQ\  Ihcin  on  by  w^yof  wbtTituIu.  Sioce  wnilni;  thai  Ut1«,  cIovd  of  the** 
people  ba^c  come  from  one  diiirii:!.  lad  I  dautii  no(  huat  more  will  fgtloir.  I 
■hiU  b*  oWiKflfl  la  Hfid  thrn  bnclc,  or  U»t»  wOl  mofci  wrtaJnly,  •*  they  cw 
^BTt  dvnc,  ^ctcrt  ^c^in  (□  Ihc  cnecn)r  And  cirry  ^^  ihtxi  >fm*.  1  doited  lb* 
Onuicil  to  puL  a  il4j|)  U>  (lib  pi«cticr,  and  I  t>cs  t^u  «riU  tncnlinu  \\  l«  ihtm, 
mnrt  pnmt  oiil  Thr  ti^jiiry  il  ira^i  iKp  vwifp.  1^  ■  l«l'  rrtnLtr  of  rnngr«ivl. 
there  II  »  •btolutc  probibilicD  Lo  the  colialincnl  of  detcilfn,  il  b^ingbftler  to 
be  ilcDcteni  &n  (be  quoi«.  tZk*n  to  bftvc  iuch  men. "— '  ^' jA^iyHni  at  V^iivr. 
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tlons,  we  have  been  able  to  keep  the  soldiers  from  mu- 
tiny or  dispersion ;  although,  in  the  single  article  of 
provisions,  they  have  encountered  enough  to  have  oc- 
casioned one  or  che  other  of  these  in  most  other  armies 
They  have  been  {two  or  three  timesj  days  together 
withojt  provisions ;  and  once^  six  days  vi^illiout  any  of 
themeat  kind.  Could  the  poor  horses  tell  their  talc,  it 
would  be  in  a  strain  still  more  lamentable,  as  numbers 
have  actually  died  from  pure  wanL  But.  as  aur  pros- 
pects begin  to  brighten,  my  complaints  shall  cease- 
It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear,  that  the  recruit- 
ing service  \\\  llie  counties  near  you  is  in  so  hopeful  a 
way  ;  but  I  despair  of  seeing  our  battalions  completed 
by  any  olher  means  than  drafting.  The  importance 
of  the  place  you  speak  of  \%  obvious.  It  has  engrossed 
much  of  my  thoughts;  but  in  our  present  situation 
and  under  our  present  prospects  it  is  one  of  those 
things,  that  is  more  like  to  become  an  object  of  our 
desire,  than  attainment. 

I  havccvcry  reason  short  of  absolute  proof  to  believe, 
that  General  Howe  is  meditating  a  stroke  against  this 
army.  He  hasdrawn,somesay  two  thousand,  and  others 
twenty-five  hundred,  men  from  New  York,who  1  believe 
are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  number  of  transports 
have  just  past  Wilming;ton  in  their  way  up  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  reports  from  Newport  say,  that  the  garrison 
there  had  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  embark  by  the 
30th  instant  Their  invalids  had  gone  off  for  England, 
and  the  women  and  children  for  New  York.   1  am,  &c,' 


J  *'  ^Lindiy  neit  bemg  rhc  (imc  OQ  which  lh<  (JuiUum  hoU  one  ol  their  Ben- 
en]  mccliti^s,  B  nditilici  of  (hat  nucicty  will  fjrubuLly  be  atlcniplm^  t<?  ^'j  inlo 


L 


'178] 


GEOKGB  ^A&ffmGTON. 


«f 


TO   THE   PRK3IDENT   OV  CONGRESS. 
Sir,  a<  M-rcb,  177ft. 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  14th  &  tsth 
iiisuints. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolves  transmitted  to  me, 
I  have  despatched  an  express  to  the  Marquis  de  La- 
fayette and  Baron  dc!  Kalb.  to  recall  tlirMii  from  the 
northward  • ;  and,  instead  of  ordering  down  liaxen's 
regiment  to  rejoin  thia  army.  1  have  ordered  Van 
Schaicks  immediately  to  the  Highlands,  where  the 
public  works  are  in  a  manner  at  a  stand  for  want  of 
hands*  Van  SchaJck's  is  a  full  and  fresh  regiment ; 
Hazen's  hut  weak  in  point  of  numbers,  and  must  be 
considerably  fatigued  from  their  late  long  march." 

PhikddphU.  Thit  it  u  inrepcourH  Ihil  vr  ihonid  by  ail  TDf«ai  cndMVOf  r« 
intarTupi,  u  the  plans  tctiled  «l  tbcf^  roeoiingi  arc  »1  Itw  motl  pernLciooi  teo. 
dcncT.  I  wvuld  tlicrrEoic  luvc  fO^  <Iia|jaae  vE  yuUF  pjutich  iq  %wi\x  4  mfriincf  x% 
1*111  mnti  [>mh>bTy  io\i  in  villi  ih«sff  penpk/'^  Wctking^m  ta  Gnurai  i-ottjr, 
Vo  Mnrch,  177^. 

^  The  CaouIa  cufxtlitiou  hftiriog  failed^  from  Lbs  wunt  cf  jirofpfi  TDc^cfl  ^ad. 
nrltable  prcpariiloni  U*x  urrylrg  fl  inio  ertpc^  the  Mirquiitlc  Ijifij«iic  And 
Buxn  d*  K(J[)  wer«  diiccttd  by  Con£H*«  10  tvpolr  10  lh«  Eotin  Army.^^^ivatf 
Jtwitaij,  vdI»  J,,  [>.  6),  CunvH)  vtiit  left  wtlli  Ibc  wmmand  *t  AlbitJiy,  but 
h'  rrnjiinM  nnly  a  hhnrt  iiTtif:,  when  ]>y  nrrlcr  of  Con^rctt  be  joEned  ihe  srmy 
vndflr  Gfnffal  MoLJ«vgall  in  thv  Highlandii, 

'*  In  punvAncc  «f  a  reiolvc  *>i  CoafiEftA  of  the  131I1  iniUDt.  «  (opT  cf  whicb 
b  cackued.  I  am  to  deilre.  that  you  vlU  wlibout  Iob  ckf  iimv  return  10  cunp, 
bo  r«4Bme  the  «>iamuLd  0I  *  dWition  of  Uiii  krm^  :  knil  that  I'M)  vill  oxnaia- 
oicAtc  %  hiDilu  Ejidci  lu  MaJof-C*cticra]  de  Kilb.  Uy  llic  Kuotid  rt»ulTc  of  the 
tunc  diTf,  you  will  wr  (Ilai  I  km  fmpjH<iDd  lo  cinlcr  Huoa't  ur  any  ocbor 
ffgimciM  trom  ib*  norlhwitd  ti^i  join  ihit  army.  1  inrrnd  no  olhtr  chkii|C«  for 
du  pHKiitp  tbuk  lo  tkAK  Van  Scbuck's  Te^mtnt  iD«ithdd  lo  lb«  llifihJ4ndi  %A 
rc<elvr  the  orden  of  Mkji>r-((cnml  McDougUl,  ind  t  dnlrc.  tbal  you  wUI 
give  ordvn  la  conteqnence  to  (h«  ToratnsndLng  olbcer  ol  Thil  reglaiept^  I  uu 
ticipAtc  ihc  plojiiirc  uf  Kciti|;  yod.  knil  witb  uqccn  auurtQcei  of  caiccui  and 
rr^ud,  rrmAiii»  dear  %t,  youn." —  WathincUm  §9  La/tt^tU.  aS  Mudi,  177B. 

*  Thiy  hall  mufh*fl  froim  Wilminjflonin  [>fl]i»i'>i«r*,  dnnng  iha  vtvtrv 
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Enclosed  you  h^ve  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  I 
received  a  few  days  ago  from  Doctor  Rush.  As  thu 
letter  contains  charges  of  a  very  heinous  nature 
againsl  ihe  di recto r-gent?ra!,  Doctor  Shippen,  fur 
mal-practice«  and  neglect  in  his  department,  I  could 
not  but  look  upon  tt  as  meant  for  a  public  accusation, 
and  have  therefore  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
lay  it  before  Conjjress,  I  have  showed  it  to  Doctor 
Shippen.  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  vindicate  his 
character,  if  called  upon.  He  tells  me,  that  Doctor 
Rush  made  charges  of  a  similar  nature  before  a  com* 
mittce  of  Congress,  appointed  to  hear  them,  which 
he  could  not  support  If  so,  Congress  will  not  have 
further  occasion  to  trouble  themselves  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO    SIR    WILLIAM     UQWE, 
Slfc> 

Your  several  letters  of  the  15,  19,  &  arsL  instant 
have  been  duly  received. 

You  are  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  rank  of  Mr. 
Ethan  Allen^  which  is  only  that  of  lieutenant-colonel ; 
and  as  such  he  has  been  returned  and  considered  by 
your  commissary,  Mr.  Loring,  The  fact  truly  \%  to 
the  best  of  my  information,  that,  at  the  time  of  his 
capture,  he  had  an  appointment  as  lieutenant-colonel 
from  the  State  of   New  York,  in  a  regiment  com- 

'  Re^  in  CongreM,  Apill  JU.     RstcTred  to  Mr  Uwyton,  lloDClnKtafi,  uid 
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mandcd  by  Colond  Warner  Though  he  may  have 
been  called  Colonel  in  some  letters  of  mine,  it  was 
cither  through  mtsconceplton  at  the  time,  or  by  a 
conciEte  and  familiar  mode  of  expression,  which  fre* 
quently  applies  that  term  to  a  lieu  tenant-col  on  t;I, 
I  shall,  therefore,  expect  him  in  exchange  for  Mr. 
Campbell" 

I  am.  by  no  means,  5cn3iblc  of  the  propriety  of  so 
rigorous  a  procc«^ding  as  you  have  adopted  in  the 
case  of  Captains  Robinson  and  Gait— especially  as  it 
respects  the  former.  Vour  Letter  gave  me  the  first 
notice.  I  had,  of  any  circumstance  of  the  affair,  and  I 
can,  without  scruple,  assure  you,  1  am  not  conscious, 
that  they  had  any  sinister  view  in  what  they  did.  It 
IS  evident,  no  deception  nor  any  thing  unfair  could 
have  been  intended  by  Captain  Robinson,  as  he  was 
previously  announced  to  you  and  your  passport  ob- 
tained He  was  a  ]*erson  loo  well  known  in  PhiLi- 
delphia  to  have  hoped  to  escape  detection,  under  the 
mask  of  a  fictitious  and  di:igut:w<l  character.  The 
destruction  o(  tht?  Armed  brig  hr  formerly  com- 
manded, threw  him  out  of  actual  employment ;  and 

>  Thi*  oonJMrurr,  %\  ta  Elhin  >t11pn't  nrik.  ii  nor  pivriwly  armntff,  Hv 
VH  ftM  Oammifooittd  in  Lh«  ngimenl  of  Gn«n  MounGua  Doyi»  te  il  via 
caUciI,  wMvU  wu  jnihcO  t>i  Uic  culliurily  oi  Ncm  Yurli,  tci  ttic  lUiuiuci  of 
1775.  *"''  i-'umratndnl  hy  ,Stih  Wnmer.  with  tli«  nnk  af  Hmu^tnt^iJffiuL 
TIm  only  CDininiiii'in,  which  Hllun  Allen  luu!  received,  wiu  tlui  conferred 
«pm  luHi  ^j  [lie  toinmil  rva  vf   IkiiiUDClon  vid  ijii  wlitMninc  bcUlcwciiU  b^ 

Ion  ihe  war.  when  the  people  of  (he  Grato  Mmntunt  naohrvd  to  iskv  ip  unk 
lDdf4«iic#of  iMr  ri^httitgunrt  what  Uity  dcvmedtlMBnincI  •BorouliD«iiti«f 
Ibe  New  Vuik  Ku^vruiacaK  iu  tAt^min^  aad  nUog  Iheir  \As\it^  11*  wMtfaen 
nade  thdr  mlUU4y  Ifftler.  wicb  (he  umh  of  tt^m^t'iPmm^m^^mi.SKt  r^pukl^ 
ll/t  i/  IitJkmm  AOm,  m  Tin  lihru^  t/  AmrriMm  Bf*gr*^^y.  *ol.  L,  pf. 
S46.  ^l.—Sptrk^ 
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his  taking  charge  of  the  ShaJlop,  destined  to  convey 
relief  to  the  unfortunate,  can  only  be  deemed  an  in- 
stance of  his  condescension,  1  know  nothing  of  Cap- 
tain Gait,  but  it  Ts  not  improbable  he  was  actuated 
by  similar  motives.  If  the  conduct  of  both  or  either 
of  them  was  influenced  in  part  by  other  incentives,  I 
am  persufided  they  only  related  to  private  and  per- 
sonal concerns  and  might  authorize  a  charge  of  indi9- 
cretion  rather  than  of  ill  design.  You  were  expressly 
told  that  Captain  Isaiah  Robinson  was  eo  have  charge 
of  the  Shallop — -your  own  passport  ought  to  have 
protected  him  ;  since  it  is  not  pretended,  thai  he  com- 
mitted any  act  in  the  execution  of  his  commission, 
which  could  have  forfeited  its  protection,  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  delicacy  which  ought  to  be-  obser%-cd  in 
the  intercourse  of  Flags,  and  that  no  species  of  impo* 
sition  should  be  practiced  under  their  sanction — But 
there  ^re  some  little  deviations,  which  inadvertency 
or  the  imprudence  of  individuals  may  occasion,  which 
are  more  properly  cause  for  Remonstrance  than  pun- 
ishment. The  present  event  gw  an  impartial  corsid- 
eration  will  not  appear  any  thing  worse,  and  I  think 
myself  fully  justified  in  demanding  the  immediate 
restoration  of  Captain  Robinson,  and  de&iring  the 
release  of  Capt,  Gall, 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brook:},  in  dc* 
taining  John  Miller,  rei|iiires  neither  palliation  nor 
excuse*  I  justify  and  approve  it.  There  is  nothing 
30  sacred  in  the  character  of  the  King's  trumpeter, 
even  when  sanctified  by  a  flag,  as  to  alter  the  nature 
of  things,  or  to  consecrate  infidelity  and  guilt.     He 
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was  a  deserter  from  the  army  under  my  comrrand  ; 
and,  whatever  you  have  been  pleased  to  assert  to  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  practice  of  war  and  nations  to 
seize  and  punish  deserters  wherever  they  may  be 
found  His  appearing  in  the  character  he  did  was 
an  aggravation  of  his  offence,  inasmuch  as  it  added 
insolence  to  perfidy.  My  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
privileges  of  Hags,  and  a  desire  to  avoid  every  thing, 
that  partiahty  itself  might  affect  to  consider  as  a 
violation  of  them,  induced  me  to  send  orders  for  the 
release  of  the  trumpeter,  before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter;  the  improper  and  peremptory  terms  of  which, 
had  it  not  been  too  late,  would  have  strongly  operated 
to  produce  a  less  compromising  conduct.  I  intended 
at  the  lime  to  assure  you,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  remem- 
bered thiit  my  indulgence  in  this  instance  is  not  to  be 
drawn  into  precedent :  and  that,  should  any  deserters 
from  the  American  army  hereafter  have  the  daring 
folly  to  approach  our  lines  ia  a  similar  manner,  they 
will  fall  victims  to  their  rashness  and  presumption.  I 
shall  give  orders,  as  you  request  for  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  your  letters  at  the  posts  where  ihey 
shall  be  delivered. 

Serjeants  McMahon  and  Cameron  were  taken  at  a 
distance  from  their  party^  whither  they  had  straggled, 
under  verj'  exceptionable  circumstances,  and  were 
confined  in  Lancaster  Jail,  on  suspicion  of  their  being 
apieSL  I  have  sent  dir^rctions  to  have  ihem  conveyed 
to  your  lines,  which  nothing  but  a  regard  to  the  prom* 
ise  of  my  Aid  de  Camp  would  induce  me  to  do,  the 
conduct  of  these  men  having  been  so  irregular  and 
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criminal  as  to  make  them  jusdy  amenable  to  punUh* 
ment  The  particulars  of  this  afTair  shall  be  the 
subject  of  future  animadversion. 

Before  1  conclude.  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you, 
that  Colonel  Grayson,  Liculcnant-Coloncls  Harrison 
anil  H^tmtltDn,  ami  Ellas  Roudinot,  commissary  gen* 
eml  of  prisoners,  are  the  gentlemen  appointed  on 
my  part  to  meet  your  commissioners,'    1  am,  Sir,  &c 

'  '*  Whcnofi  J  |>ropoa]tUn  was  mailtf  ^  in«,  4fn  the^olh^  Am^  of  July  %Tt**- 1* 
lib  ExtvUcucy,  Gciicml  Stf  Williuiu  lluwc,  Acid  iK;(oJcd  U>  by  biiu.  ou  llfc  !*!• 

of  oqual  nuik,  »io3d]>'  Ifti  AoldifT^  And  citiHn  for  atim  '  ;  And  whcrcag  diflv* 
mccB  I14TC  Arisen  un  Lbc  toDtuuctiijii  mnd  orcuEicin  nf  (hjt  a^rveincni ;  lod  H 
h»  bwn  IrxiTii  bf  npehrnc?  in  he  laideqirair  lo  ■!!  Ihc  ilmittHe  purrMMCi  im 
which  11  WOE  iatcnd«t.  not  being  lufficUntly  «9(t«ailvc  and  ddintt«  t»  oo»pr^ 
head  [}iG  divcniiy  <>f  dfcuioiUuicn  i^icittcul  lu  the  SIbIc  (if  C^pliriCy.  w  to 
ihrrrtiiiri  The  virioaii  mndM  t\i  rnlirf  ipjiHoihk  t(»  kll : 

"  In  order  lo  idjiut  oil  cuch  diSercho*.  to  |irv*«iit  othf  n  tti  fuiar*.  h>  f^r  *a 
may  be  |)nclicit]1c>  atid  to  fiii  (he  cKcLuig^  uid  accommiKlaiion  cf  rhuiacra  of 
Wot.  upon  ft  mrm  certain,  tiheril  md  ample  foandalion  ;  You  arp.  In  vlrrue  of 
fulj  powEti,  lotncdclc^iQct.  t<:>iiueet  hUthc^mmifiiioDenol  ii^lUblc  fuiL  luv*, 
w  iJuU  l>c  apptoiiilcd  Dfk  the  [>ail  of  CcftcraE  ^ir  Wttli^Liu  lluwc,  h1  Ocrmu 
Town^  nn  thr  Im^t  djiy  of  Ihi?.  monlb.  and  who  hhaLl  onrntf  daly  juitfinrijfd 
to  irrAt  nn  thit  (ut>>vc1- 

"  V/ldi  thcEa  lo  confer,  delcrmloc  And  Agiefi  upon  a  Tit^ly  and  Cchivcdl^w 
for  ibe  Eii?ha.nge  of  Priwnen  of  Wir,  HTid  for  ill  maiTen  vbiTt^er,  vtaidi  may 
be  prapedy  coalained  tbetcJa,  an  principtpt  of  jautic*  bumknity  »bd  mnluftl 
■dvanUi^e,  mid  ogiaabJc  lo  the  cunLoitLiiry  tula  uid  ptntcicc  of  «rad  unon^ 
eivilivH  nmioa^  -  For  all  ivhich,  rhii  *,hq-ll  h^  yniir  ftii^ri^nr  vimiM^  inil  yonr 
•iiji;Bg«mrntE  b«ing  rnutUAlly  iniiKhnngfdt  shdJI  l>c  ndCfd  and  <ocifitm*d  ttf 

rimiers  wer*  Co3,  Charles  O' If  arm.  Col.  Ilumphrry  Srtpben*.  indC*pi.  Kkhnfil 
FitipaLnclE' 

"  I  AErcc  with  you  thni  Gcmxri  Tvwn  »hn]]bc  CDbvdcj«d  uncu Lial pUrc  dur- 
ing the  merling  rtf  fhf  CotnmlHionrrf,  And  ^}i^X  no  ir(»[n  vtiafi  b«  r«nnitt«d  10 
ffitu  i1  while  Ibey  nrt  ihcTe.  ucepl  (be  gunrdi  muiunlly  wnl  lo  Klend  ttiett.** 
—  IVaiAin^ti'tt  tif  Si/  tVii/tam  JJtat*.  3ii  Mditb.  iH^-  Tbe  otuuttihuiMKrv 
mer  on  ihc  ^Ul,  and  Hdwa  djjt^lint:  l^  ihe  Arnrric«n  nrTLmlAbiancDk  roiiUng 
i(  Gera)an1own<luringlbB  progreiK  ol  tbv  ne^tialiona,  nad  Wanlungton  believ- 
ing (be  duty  relunt  of  Ih^ni  Co  cftjup  wouLL  involvf  iDlctmpliont  botdlondrlajr 
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TO   TH£    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

V>UKV  FOBOK,  fl4  Hirvh,  in^- 
SlR, 

Herewith  I  do  myself  ihc  honor  to  inclose  copies 
of  a  Letter  from  an  officer'  of  Militia  at  Elizabeth 
Town  to  me,  and  an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  one  of 
Mr.  Boutlinoi's  deputies,  at  Boston,  to  him  ;  buth 
tending  to  induce  a  belief,  that  the  enemy  have  some 
cntcrpriic  in  contemplation.  What  this  is,  time  must 
discover.  I  have,  this  whole  Winter  been  clearly  of 
opinion  that  Genl.  Howe's  movements  would  be  very 
early  this  spring  to  take  advantage  of  the  weak  stfite 
of  our  army,  or  late,  if  he  expected  considerable  rein- 
forcements from  England  and  meant  to  avail  himself 
of  his  full  strength, — 

If  the  first  lakes  places,  as  appearances  indicate,  it 
may  I  think  be  considered  a^  a  proof  of  one  or  both 
of  these  two  things — that  he  is  either  well  informed 
(he  cannot  indeed  be  otherwise)  of  the  situation  and 
more  than  probably  the  strength  of  our  Army,  or  that 
he  expects  no  considerable  reinforcements  this  year 
from  Europe, — In  either  case  it  is  our  indispensable 
duty  to  reinforce  and  arrange  our  army,  as  speedily 

moA  «i«<b  lacDOvtalOkCe,  N«wtavn  wu  Ai«d  opcm  u  1b«  pUfc  of  vcciIdi^ 
Wbject  to  the  lame  oandltiom  ol  ntiiuiJiiy. 

^' CammuJionen  Iroiw  tne  itc  io  mr^  oiheri  frDaiGcner«l  Howcui  Maada^r 
oexl  ml  NewUfwn,  lu  >cU]e  a  ctftel  fo(  a  (.fticnl  ckcLiEii^  vl  pmcuiCinL,  Hur- 
!a4[  ihf  niHifijj  of  th*  i.'ommiifliinficn  hopc  <»f  our  p«Tttc«  *w  to  mirr  \hr,  (nwn, 
«ii4  JOB  Krv  Chvrvlcrv  1o  gi*v  iminediaif  notice  to  ill  (b«  «fliMn  vadtr  joom 
ooiniiuitd  tc>  par  lUkl  obcJicuce  lo  ihli  of^er.  Tbc  Vrltitb  ComniBfoocirf 
•III  proluhly  oonk«  put  of  the  wiv  an  Mrnd«y  ;  Xhej  wEU  be  ■uendcij  by  «a 
Cacort  of  bcm,  tii4  Arcmiiil  bcloken  noi  ro  offer  the  Iwt  ib«uli  loiheit  HAft." 

■  Colon«l  S«c4y. 
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^  possible,  that  we  may  in  ih<^  firfit  Instance  be  pre- 
pared for  defence— In  the  second  tuke  advantage  of 
any  favorable  circumstance^^,  which  may  happen,  to 
injure  the  enemy, — 

Whatever  may  be  the  designs  of  Congress,  with 
respect  to  the  establishment  of  the  army.  I  know 
not ;  but  I  do  most  earnestly  and  devoutly  recom- 
mend a  speedy  adoption  of  tl^em.  and  the  appointment 
(.if  ofilrers,  as  our  present  situation  at  ihis  advanced 
season  is  truly  alarming,  and  to  me  highly  distressing, 
as  I  am  convinced  that  wc  shall  be  plunged  into  the 
campaign  before  our  arrangements  are  made,  and  the 
army  properly  organized. 

The  numberless  disadvantages,  resulting  from  the 
lale  appointment  of  general  officers  last  year,  make 
me  look  forward  with  infinite  anxiety  this  ;  for,  after 
all  the  wisdom  that  Congress  or  their  committee  can 
use  in  the  choice  of  officers,  many  will  be  disgusted  ; 
resignations  of  some  and  perhaps  non-acceptance  of 
others  follow.  Before  matters  then  can  be  brought 
to  a  proper  tone,  much  time  will  be  lost,  and  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  vexation  encountered;  to  over* 
come  which,  is  not  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and,  till  they 
are  overcome,  confusion,  disorder,  and  loss  must  pre* 
vail.  In  the  mean  while,  order,  regularity,  and  dU- 
ciplinc,  which  require  the  vigilance  of  every  officer  to 
establish,  and  must  flow  from  the  general  officers  in 
every  army,  is  neglected  or  not  entered  upon  in  time 
to  effect,'    Thus  it  happened  last  year  ;  and  brigades 

'  "Willi  B  viav  of  stabluibinf  unilormjly  of  iliKipltEH  and  mativuvrv  in 
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and  divisions  became  vacant,  to  the  greal  injury  of 
the  service 

As  it  is  not  improper  for  Congre*is  to  have  some 
idea  of  the  present  temper  of  the  army,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  remark  in  this  place,  that,  since  the  month 
of  August  last,  between  two  and  three  hundred  offi- 
cers have  resigned  theifcommtssions,  and  many  others 
with  difficulty  dissuaded  from  jt.  In  the  Virginia 
line  only,  not  less  than  six  colonels,  as  good  as  any 
in  the  service,  have  left  it  lately  ;  and  more»  I  am 
told,  are  in  the  humor  to  do  so. 

Highly  advantageous  also  would  il  be,  if  the  re- 
cruits and  draughts  from  No,  Carolina  and  Virginia 
were  not  sufTcred  to  halt  on  ihcir  way  to  camp,  (under 
pretence  of  getting  equippd.)  but  sent  forward  and 
incorporated  into  the  different  regiments  of  their 
respective  States,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done.  Out 
of  tlje  number  of  men  said  to  be  draughted  in  Vir- 
ginia last  fall,  and  others  from  No.  Carolina,  ver>'  few 

#CoWt  Til*  Daron  Sle«b«n,  «  C«nt]«m&n  o4  M^  nrilitiiij  nnbt  pfofonkd 
kmnlcdgv.  and  9.wi.\  upcilcnce  in  hi>  iiiufctiJoii,  [>  pUi^  ■(  the  h^d  tii  lbj» 
depftTTmcni.  At  ui^JvEuits  to  him,  four  n)t>lntpc':ton  iFTlr>  be  Bp^iilntAl,  wbo 
■lU  be  eh4rc«4l  c^fa  vith  tho  aqpcrui tending  i  coEUidtnTrlc  pari  of  the  ■Jiny. 
Officci*  Id  e>(h  IjH^iulc,  Dmiet  tiic  lillc  of  Hiii^Jc-Inajicctbrt  Arc  Mlrcady  in  ibc 
nrrtifiAn  df  ihnr  i-iflifp,  ftrfpinnij  ih'  my  lor  nKprvu  iimtroriiamk  bf  prrfMt- 
lag  Ihoir  men  id  (hr  fin(  4nd  mo&C  ^iicplo  *lvm«nU. 

"  As  Uec  u(Ecc  vt  tahiiEAp?4Uir  i;iuiftoi  be  AUcd  wfUt  prapfiery  bat  hy  mm 
«ba«e  cfaiufccun  *ftJ  iMlltiPiiwiH  i^vetbem  irflnenceand  tftiuw  XhtU  •newi*, 
I  wob]«1  aiba  chaicrc  ol  fCDllcinfla  who  unite  tboufi  advoaU^e*,  and  In  ny  owd 
niikd  hat*  fined  vp^ja  yva  u  wc.  Tbe  widcDl  aliliijr  qI  tbu  inviJtulitm  wiD. 
t  cm  p«mud«d,  tri^^joa  to  andeiuk^  ihe  ofllinr.  ind  (nuiritiixp  >[>ur  bbon 
to  obtain  the  ImpoitAnl  end*  propustd.  There  will  tw  an  additiorkal  thart  of 
dolf  locldeut  U>  the  udicc.  wbicb  will  prvlublx  hti  ti^uvitrioJ  la  dvtciniiuLLLf 
[be  eniAhimentt ;  but  will  mew  cspecWiy  be  cnnp^ftuitd  Tiy  the  ra[>«L:tnblliir 
aad  honor  tUacIicd  lo  \X.'*—H^atkmfUn  hr  LiruUnani  CtiMnit  Barhtr  am^ 
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have  joined  the  army  ;  but,  owing  to  desertion  and 
otKcr  causes,  have  dwindled  to  nothing:  this  will 
always  be  the  case  with  new  recruits,  (especially  those 
who  are  unwillingly  drawn  forth.)  if  much  lime  is 
spent  in  getting  them  to  their  regiments  under  the 
irare  of  proper  officers.  This  ^thows  the  neccswty  if 
the  fseason  and  other  powerful  reasons  did  not  loudly 
call  for  it  of  hastening  ihcm  to  the  amiy. 

My  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  the  communi- 
cation of  the  No,  River  gives  me  very  uneasy  sensa- 
tions on  account  of  our  Posts  there,  and  will  excuse 
my  again  asking  if  the  troops  lo  the  northward, 
except  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  can  be  so  advantageously  employed  as  at 
tlie  works  on  that  River  A  respectable  force  at 
those  posts  would  awe  New  York,  &  divide  Gcn'l 
Howe's  force  or  expose  the  city.  To  depend  too 
much  upon  militia  is.  in  my  ppinion.  putting  every 
thing  to  hazard.  If  1  should  appear  uncommonly 
anxious,  respecting  the  several  matters  contained  in 
this  Letter,  by  repeating  them,  Congress  will  do  me 
the  justice,  1  hope,  to  believe,  that  I  am  actuated  by 
no  views  but  such  as  are  prompted  by  circumstances 
&  the  advanced  season,     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 

P.  S,  Your  Lelterof  the  3ist  Inst  is  just  come  to 
hand  containing  sevl  resolves  of  Congress.' 

■  Rm<1  In  Congreu,  Much  74lh,     ttcfcnrd  to  (he  BdotiI  of  Wir. 

"  I  un  nmeli  pancemKl  l\\^\  it  ii  nol  in  my  power  io  i^ard  forth^t  aid  lev 
dwckinj;  the  incarsJDna  of  the  entcny  in  farfcy.  Tlic  silualion  cf  iMi  umy  wDl 
not  ftdmli  llir  soiallcil  d?lJichmcD[&  Lo  !iv  midv  from  il^  IndcH.  were  \l  inueh 
heir^  th«n  whai  it  it.  it  wonid  be  hardly  inftii^ablG  lo  glva  relief,  v  Uw 
enemy,  from  IocaI  circumslAacei,  woiild  mX-mk^s  Lc  aLIc  cjlhcr  tu  viilidnw  or 
reinfgrce  tbcir  imrLics,    It  is  out  muf utunc  nol  lohavea  lufTicieRl  fom  nsfcot 
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nowmg  !t  to  be  the  intention  of  Congress  lo  cm- 
ploy  no  more  foreigners  except  such  as  come  under 
special  engagements,  or  whose  recommendations  and 
former  services  s|ieak  so  powerfully  as  scarce  to  leave 

a  choice.  1  could  not  tiiidertake  to  give  Mr.  T 

any  assurance  of  a  permanent  appointment,  much  less 
the  promise  of  Rank  without  authority  of  Congress. 
Nor  could  I  stand  justified  upon  any  principle,  for 
employing  a  stranger  mihouC  recommendation  on 
any  other  account  than  hts  profound  knowleilge  in 
the  business  intended  for  him  to  execute.     How  far 

this  16  the  case  wilh  Mn  T he  alone  can  tell.     ]( 

upon  trial  he  should  be  found  deficient,  the  folly  of 
the  undertaking  would  be  charged  equally  to  us 
both  ;  he  for  undertaking  what  he  should  be  found 
unequal  to  and  me,  for  employing  a  Genln.  of  whose 

capacity  1  had  no  proofs*     Mr  T informed  me 

that  he  had  never  been  in  any  other  service  than  in 
the  Engineering  department — If  so  I  think  he  must 
be  much  at  a  loss  in  practice,  let  his  theoretical 
knowledge  be  what  it  will:  and  if  this  should  be 
the  case  would  lay  us  both  open  to  censure  and  give 
distrust,  as  it  is  not  a  very  desirable  thing  to  set  aside 
our  own  ofliccn^,  unless  there  are  obvious  reasons  to 
justify  the  measure. 

«Ubcr  for  ihe  purpoH*  oi  oUtnH  or  deftbcc  ;  And  ih«  Utal  pdUoy  ot  ib««t  «a. 
BttiDcatK  Ukc  in  ctil  fcniut.  ik  huh  |rcr^<i.ii(ip£  u  juhI  umluLing  {J)  «U  ow 
optfruipiu,"^  ffitr4'iif'.n  &  fTnvrmtr  /JttmftOfm.  35  Mtrcli,  ITIS' 

'  T^  i»  in  Wuhia^on't  lubdwntiai;,  hal  ^m<al|rtlw  ''nbftftiioi  **  of  lk« 
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Thus  much  candor  commands  me  to  say,  and  ur>der 
its  influence  Mn  T-  should  act  the  duties  of  the 

office  of  Sjb-Inspector  he  (if  fit  for  the  place)  ought 
to  know  the  pay  will  be  about  60  dollars/ 


TO    HAJQR-GENERAl.    AEMSTttONG. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  am  obliged  of  your  favors  of  the  8th  Felx  & 
toth  inst. 

I  fear  your  apprehensiuns  as  ta  the  augmentation 
of  the  army,  at  least  in  good  time,  will  appear  to 
have  been  but  too  well  founded.  Some  of  the  States 
have  but  lately  drafted  tlieir  men,  others  have  pro- 
ceeded but  a  very  little  way  in  recruiting,  and  some 

*  "  A  FrciLch  gicDlTejDiui  of  tbc  niune  *A  T«raukt  wllb  wbgm  1  wki  Ali^Lljr 
■cqnafnt^l  at  ihr  C«pe  Fnin^Dis,  U  HrrlvH  iri  ciinip.  unci  offrts  hlaiHilf  n  fnw 
qI  the  oibinipvclnnt.  Hi«  ra!«iit«  <iiEiiU(y  biai  tci  ■  npcrior  derive  far  1^  offic** 
He  bu  LravcUcd  to  much  a4  to  hnve  in>rn  06  the  chartctcHatic  niAnncn  of  his 
Itftllon,  And  he  ?ipcEikf  our  Imguagc  UDLommonl^  ucll'  The  baran  [i  very  dcilt- 
Dui  ol  hftving  fiim  as  an  ouiitanl,  and  ^\^%  he  T(  penuodcd  h«  vtll  be  *d  Kftfsi' 
uUou  to  rbc  Sutci.  The  anT;  iMng  j^lnai  hjiri  ti,  lU«[  lie  i:fiinci  ttilboil  r«- 
uiQntirndalDry  Icllcn.  Tfic  Coq^^tcu  ]iBvc  1  llunli  very  tvjibclj'  tct^Ji-ci]  ai^ntt 
employing  any  raofe  Inrei^n*'!^  unlem  they  art  <ort*fl  lo  it  Lpy  Ebv  (itccul  coii- 
lr4<t«  of  (heir  «fnbaqAdors,or  very  pninlcd  rccommcnHBtioniiv  On  thiHfl<«>ui| 
the  General  hiujn  order  Lhai  the  bamn  intct:  not  lose  »gwk1  ■&  asiiUa:,  pui 
the  inalt«r  upfl«  (hi«  fooTing  ;  Ihat  Mr  T«mant  miy  ei[«rvri«»  fh«  olfa^  ol  lu^ 
iupcclorvilhour  nnk  Tor  ibc  prcacol ;  ^arl  <b&F  vhcn  Mi  jji«etlul  «bilitinuc 
AS  well  known  u  hui  [heoiellai],  Cori|^r!<s  will  ddcfuijiic  A  imnk  tuiUblE  (a  hii 
Bieril  "'-^Jehm  Leurms  l»  Ati/alifr,  15  March,  T77S. 

*'  I  1VIU  Uvcireil  iriib  your  IcKer  yflBienJiy.  Aiynu  ac^tn  toluva  l«k«ii  il  for 
gnnieil,  Lhal  yoqr  scndirn  ore  lejecLod,  »Dd  tntimnie  an  Inconsiiloify  in  my 
not  dificouHgiag  [Tom  the  beginning  the  application  miiif  in  your  behalf,  tt  Lt 
incumbcnl  upon  mc  to  u$are  you,  thflt  1  have  do*  givcp  up  the  kdc4  of  yotit 
becoming  uae  uf  Llie  tuLxiliapK^UHb.  on  like  Icrmi  ctprosed  in  my  laM  letlri. 
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have  not  yet  fixed  upon  the  mode  of  completing  their 
regiments.  Even  those  menn  that  are  already  drafted 
or  cnli&tcd,  arc  to  be  drawn  together,  most  of  them 
probably  to  be  inoculated  and  all  of  them  to  be  dis* 
dplined>  By  accounts  from  the  eastward,  the  troops 
are  about  evacuating  Rhode  Island,  and  two  regi- 
ments of  Hessians  and  two  of  British  are  actually 
embarked  at  New  York,  whether  with  an  intent  to 
form  some  new  expedition,  or  to  reinforce  General 
Howe  at  Phi1adelphi«L,  cannot  yet  be  determined,  but 
I  think  the  latter  most  probable.  If  General  Howe 
draws  his  strength  together  before  we  have  collected 
ours,  nothing  can  hinder  him  from  moving  against 
us  but  ignorance  of  our  numbers  ;  and  I  dont  think 
we  have  any  right  to  count  upon  that,  considering 
the  knowledge  he  appears  to  have  had  the  last  cam- 
paign-' 

attdticcvdod  10^7  you  ;  «Dd,  eoMBqqvnlljr,  thmt  i^wnnt  of  GOm{it«««y  tlipradi 
opcQ  ytmi  IntarijnitBtion  of  wim  put  of  tuy  comluct  iQwarliyw. 

■•  I  untl  tiAi  howTvrr  oonc<?iJ  (rom  yoii,  fhoi,  *tw«wing  Ukmp<ti1linj|tivb  ttt  Ih* 
way,  t  declincrl  ■ofiouncm^  ycur  nppoiuinitnt  prccipii&Tely,  ud  bcf^rr  ihc 
ollici  kult-lnipcclon  wcir  c:Uiacii,  l^at  ihc  wFiok  ui^gl^t  tc  d?i.Ur<d  U  (he  iaipc 
time.  Hitvin|^  no*  tTi  my  own  mirul  feint  ii|s"n  \htic  jjrnrErmrn,  fliouj^ti  *11  of 
ihcm  m  aol  in  cimp,  !  have  -nox  Ww  tdiatlcit  ohjccticr  it>  ycwT  entrrinj;  upon 
ihr  (lul^ci  of  the  offtcf.  ^s  1  Am  pcniuJed  \\  will  jiflord  much  ftlitf  to  ttiiou 
^Mb<m  «nd  btncht  Ite  wrvin.  "—  (Kr^^tii^.iM  '0  I^nmai,  46  Much,  177!^ 

*  Iq  rfew  of  ihii  U*n*fcr  vf  <fOO|j»  fr<*i  New  Vorli,  Washiagton  v^mceiyed 
Uu4  All  dlCjiiJt  ii]H>ii  lliJii  cily  liy  tlic  LtiH*^i  uutlei  McEXiuiEidl  wvuld  1>c  {(r«»itj]c 
tad  prOmJK  huixn^^  On  caniultinjE  wilh  (^vem^ir  CJiixEon  Vnil  Ocnrn]  fir- 
■ouip  U  vu  iha  opLnion  <4  GcneriJ  Mi^nougAll  llui  the  0hi«rpiw  waa  not 
(inctinblc.  * '  The  coDililloD  and  iircntctli  of  Iheic  p«U."  he  nplJed,  "  ni- 
bnir  forbid  n,  npcrlAtty  whe^  the  ccnfeqiiftm  tA  a  mtifctnuiw  In  tliE  tctcmpl 
k  d*]]r  caBk^Jercd,  ki  It  niay  tlfcf t  the  iLipplies  lo  fo*kt  amj.  fend  ih«  c^hetaI 
tBflmcuvc  aocb  All  cveiil  amy  luvc  uu  Oic  upcnt^unt  ^  the  cubpu^o-" — t'iili' 
kin,  April  E}ih, 

'*  The  pndicibihijr  4f  tho  «nLrrpna*  mcDtioiwd  ia  niae  cd  lb*  31*4  ntlnnc 
will  dcpnd  caliivly  upon  dHuiDiiuinn.  and  muit  b«  tUll,  «*  it  htm  tliTft,  Mi 
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I  %h;tll  sA)r  no  morv!  of  the  Canada  expedition,  than 
chat  it  is  at  an  end.  I  never  was  made  acquainted 
with  a  single  circumstance  relating  to  it. 

1  do  not  yet  krow  what  provision  will  be  madtf  for 
the  officers  who  will  be  supernumerary  upon  the  new 
arrangement  of  the  army.  I  am  in  hopes  that  there 
wilt  not  be  any  great  number  of  ihem.  there  having 
been  so  many  resignations  of  Inte  that  the  Regiments 
arc  in  general  thinly  officered. 

I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  enemy  depend  as 
much  or  more  upon  our  own  divisions,  and  the  disaf- 
fection which  they  expect  to  create  by  sending  their 
emissaries  among  the  people,  than  they  do  by  the 
force  of  their  arms.  The  situation  of  matters  in 
this  State  is  melancholy  and  alarming.  We  have 
daily  proofs  that  a  majority  of  the  people  in  tliift 
quarter  are  only  restrained  from  supplying  the  enemy 
with  horses  and  every  kind  of  necessary,  through  fear 
of  punishment ;  and,  although  I  have  made  a  num- 
ber of  severe  examples,  I  cannot  put  a  stop  to  the 
intercourse*  It  is  plain  from  several  late  instances, 
that  they  Imve  their  emissaries  in  every  part  of 
the  country.  A  lieutenant  has  been  detected  in 
Lancaster  county  purchasing  horses,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Inhabitants,  one  of  whom  and  the  lieu- 
tenant have  been  executed.     Four  fine  teams  were 

to  jrour  «wn  gud  judgment,  tnd  th^i  of  (he  geoUcfneit  wllli  vhon  I  d«nnd 
)rou  lo  contull^  Tliv  scading  ul  Vacj  Schajck'»  rc|;imci)l  muti  ftboilepaid  upoa 
(be  laieUlfcnce  you  receive  fmrn  Kaw  Vfii^  If  you  And  (but  i!)«  nifimj  m* 
nol  La  %  titUAlion  to  make  kd  ntlempl  u[»on  yon,  but  tlill  loa  tlrong  for  f  oy  to 
miempE  iDj  thing  aguhAl  thfim  with  a  [irobftbiIit)r  of  tucccsd,  I  would  have 
yau  in  lliHl  i:hh'  vm)  l^e  Tr|ri'n^>^<  (OTUrtfd  u  qulfik  u  potilbZe."—  W^tkifk^* 
AW  t9  MtDoMgaU,  %  April,  1778, 
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taken  a  few  days  ago,  going  into  Philadelphia  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Yorkcown,  and  I  doubt  not 
but  there  are  many  more  such  intentions  yet  undis* 
covered.  I  am  convinced  that  more  mischief  has 
been  done  by  the  Briti&h  officers,  who  have  been 
prisoners,  than  by  any  other  set  of  people  ;  during 
their  captivity  they  have  made  connexions  in  the 
countr>-,  they  have  confirmed  the  disaffected,  con- 
verted many  ignorant  people,  and  frightened  the 
lukewarm  and  timid  by  their  stones  of  the  power  of 
Britain*  I  hope  a  general  exchange  is  not  far  off.  by 
which  means  we  shall  gel  rid  of  that  set  of  people  ; 
and  I  am  convinced,  that  we  had  better,  in  future, 
send  all  officers  in  upon  parole,  than  keep  them 
among  us- 

If  the  state  of  General  Potter's  affairs  will  admit 
of  returning  to  the  army,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  see  him.  as  his  activity'  and  vigilance  have  been 
much  wanting  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  The 
quota  of  militia,  stipulated  by  the  State,  has  never 
been  above  half  kept  up,  and  sometimes  1  believe 
there  has  not  been  a  sintjle  man.  General  Lacey  has 
not  now  above  seventy.  The  country  upon  the  cast 
side  of  Schuylkill  has  been  by  these  means  exceed- 
ingly exposed,  as  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  cover 
it  with  the  effective  Continental  troops,  who  instead  of 
relaxation  have  been  upon  fatigue  the  whole  winter. 

When  the  weather  is  such,  that  you  think  you  can 
take  the  field  without  injury  to  your  heahh»  I  shall  be 
glad  to  sec  you  with  the  army,  as  1  am,  with  sinoenc 
regard,  dear  Sir,  &c 
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TO    PATKICJC    MENKY. 

Valley  Fotct,  vj  Mtrcfa^  tT7<. 

Deak  Sir; 

About  c^ht  days  ago  I  was  honored  with  your 
favor  of  the  20th  ultimo.  Your  friendship,  Sir,  in 
tmnHmitcing  to  mc  the  anonymous  letter  you  had 
received,  lay^  me  under  the  mom  ^niteful  obligation^ 
and  if  my  acknowledgments  can  be  due  for  any  thing 
more  it  is  for  the  polite  and  delicate  terms  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  the  matter 

1  have  ever  been  happy  in  supposing  that  I  had  a 
place  in  your  esteem,  and  the  proof  you  have  afforded 
on  this  occasion  makes  me  peculiarly  so.  The  favor- 
able light  in  which  you  hold  me  is  truly  flattering; 
but  1  should  feel  much  regret,  if  1  thought  the  happi- 
nesit  of  America  so  intimately  connected  with  my 
personal  welfare,  as  you  so  obligingly  seem  to  con- 
sider it  All  [  can  say  is,  that  *^hc:  has  ever  had,  and 
1  trust  she  ever  will  have,  my  honest  exertions  to 
promote  her  interest.  I  cannot  hope  that  my  ser- 
vices have  been  the  best ;  but  my  heart  tells  me  the>' 
have  been  the  best  that  I  could  render. 

That  I  may  have  erred  in  using  the  means  in  my 
power  for  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  arduous, 
exalted  station  witii  which  I  am  honored.  I  cannot 
doubt ;  nor  do  I  wish  my  conduct  to  be  exempted 
from  reprehension  farther  than  it  may  deserve.  Error 
is  the  portion  of  htimanity,  and  to  censure  it,  whether 
committed  by  this  or  that  public  character,  is  the 
prerogative  of  freemen.  However,  being  intimately 
acquatuted  with  the  man  I  conceive  to  be  the  author 
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of  the  letter  transmittedn  and  having  always  received 
from  him  the  strongest  professions  of  attachment  and 
regard,  I  am  constrained  to  consider  him  as  not  pos- 
sessing, at  least,  a  great  degree  of  candor  and  sin* 
cerity,  though  his  views  in  addressing  you  should 
have  btcn  the  result  of  conviction,  and  founded  in 
motives  of  public  good.  This  is  not  the  only  secret, 
insidious  attempt,  that  has  bf^f^n  made  to  wound  my 
reputation.  There  have  been  others  equally  base, 
'truel,  and  ungenerous,  because  conducted  with  as 
little  franknt^ss,  and  proceeding  from  views,  perhaps, 
as  personally  interested.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great 
esteem  and  regard,  your  much  obliged  friend,  &c. 


to  fatrick  henry. 

Dkak  Sir  ; 

J  ust  as  1  was  about  to  dose  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
your  favor  of  the  ^th  instant  came  to  hand  1  can 
only  thank  you  again,  iti  the  language  of  the  mo^ 
undissembled  gratitude,  for  your  friendship ;  and 
assure  you,  that  the  indulgent  disposition*  which 
Virginia  in  particular,  and  the  States  in  genrral.  en- 
tertain towards  me,  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleas- 
ure. The  approbation  of  my  country  ts  what  1  wish  ; 
and,  as  far  as  my  abilities  and  opportunities  will  per- 
mit. 1  hope  t  shall  endeavor  lo  deserve  it.  It  is  the 
highest  reward  to  a  feeling  mind  ;  and  happy  are 
they,  who  so  conduct  themselves  »«  to  merit  it 

The  anonymous  letter,  with  which  you  were  pleased 
to  favor  mc.  was  written  by  Dn  Rush,  so  far  as  1  can 
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JLxlgc  from  a  ^mllitudc  of  hands.  This  man  has  been 
elaborate  and  studied  in  his  professions  of  regard  for 
me:  and  long  since  the  letter  to  you.  My  caution 
to  avoid  any  thing,  which  could  injure  the  service, 
prevented  me  from  communicating,  but  to  a  very  few 
of  my  friends,  the  intrigues  of  a  faction,  which  I  know 
was  formed  against  me,  since  it  might  serve  to  pub- 
lish our  internal  dissensions;  but  their  own  restless 
zeal  to  advance  their  views  has  too  clearly  betraj-cd 
them,  and  made  concealment  on  my  part  fruitless. 
V  I  cannot  precisely  mark  the  extent  of  their  views, 
but  it  appeared  tn  general,  that  General  Gates  was  to 
be  exalted  on  the  ruin  of  my  reputation  and  influence. 
This  I  am  authorized  to  say,  from  undeniable  facts 
in  my  own  possession,  from  publications,  the  e^'ident 
scope  of  which  could  not  be  mistaken,  and  from 
private  detractions  industriously  circulated.  General 
MifHin,  it  is  commonly  supposed,  bore  the  second 
part  In  the  cabal ;  and  General  Conway,  I  know,  was 
a  very  active  and  malignant  partisan  ;  but  I  have 
good  reasons  to  believe,  that  their  machinations  hav« 
recoiled  most  sensibly  upon  themselves.  With  sen* 
timents  of  great  esteem  and  regard.  I  am,  d<^r  Sir, 
your  affectionate  humble  servant. 


TO  GOVERNOR   TKUMBULU 

llE^^CA^rutfi,  Valuy  Fou^ 

Sir, —  J^  M*Kh,  i77«. 

It  is  some  time  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a 
letter  from  you.  The  sole  reason  of  my  taking  up 
your  attention  at  this  time  is  to  lay  before  you  a  short 
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State  of  our  present  situation,  the  apparent  views  of 
the  enemy,  and  from  thence  to  show  the  absolute 
necessity  which  there  is  for  drawing  our  force  to- 
gether as  quick  as  possible,  and  being  able  to  take 
the  field  before  the  enemy  are  In  a  condition  to  begin 
their  operations*  Nocwithsianding  the  orders  I  had 
given  last  year  to  have  all  the  recruits  inoculated,  I 
found,  upon  examination,  that  between  three  and 
four  thousand  men  had  not  had  the  small  pox ;  that 
disorder  began  to  make  its  appearance  in  camp,  and 
to  avoid  its  spreading  in  the  natural  way,  the  whole 
army  [was]  immediately  inoculated.  They  have  gone 
through  with  uncommon  success,  but  are  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently recovered  to  do  duty.  All  the  men  of  tlie 
eastern  regiments  who  were  drafted  for  eight  and 
twelve  months  were  disdiar^ed  in  the  winter,  and 
their  places  have  not  yet  been  filled  up.  Seven  of 
the  Virginia  regiments  had  been  enlisted  for  two 
years;  and  their  time  of  service  expiring  about  two 
months  ago.  they  were  discharged  likewise.  Full  two 
thousand  men  belonging  to  the  different  States  are 
returned  unBt  for  duty>  for  want  of  clothing,  and 
must  consequently  be  deducted  from  the  effective 
list,  from  which  also  are  to  be  taken  the  sick  present 
and  in  hospital.  From  the  above  you  may  form  a 
prcTly  jtjst  estimation  of  our  present  force, — 1  mean 
with  which  we  should  be  able  to  look  the  enemy  in 
the  face. 

General  Howe  has  already  drawn  a  body  of  men, 
said  to  be  two  ihoiijiand  five  hundred,  from  New 
York,  and  several  accounts  from  Rhode  Island  speak 
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confidently  of  the  intended  evactiation  of  New  Port, 
which  I  suppose,  if  ir  takes  place,  is  aUo  to  reinforce 
PhiladelphlaH  These  thinj^s  indicate  the  intention  of 
an  early  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and 
indeed,  if  they  have  the  least  penetration,  or  have 
profited  by  past  experience,  they  must  know  that  an 
early  campaign  upon  their  part  will  be  highly  advan- 
tagcouH  to  them.  1  lad  they  attacked  us  last  spring, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Morris  Town  before  our 
levies  joined,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  routed 
us»  and  perhaps  have  hindered  us  from  makings  a 
jtifiction  of  any  consequence  during  the  remainder  of 
tiie  campaign. 

After  the  foregoing,  little  need  be  said  to  convince 
you  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  sending  forward  your 
levies  with  the  greatest  expedition.  They  are  wanted 
now  to  enable  us  to  act  merdy  on  the  defensive  :  but 
would  the  Stales  exert  themsel^^es  and  send  such  a 
body  of  men  into  the  field,  before  tlie  enemy  are 
fully  reinforced,  as  would  enable  us  to  act  upon  the 
offensive,  such  advantages  might  be  taken  of  them  in 
their  present  situation,  and  such  posts  occupied  as 
would  reduce  them  to  the  greatest  distress.  We 
may  be  assured  that,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
blow  which  Great  Britain  met  with  in  the  toss  oj 
Burgoynes  army,  she  will  exert  herself  most  strenu* 
ously  to  repair  her  credit  this  campaign.  It  is  plain 
that  France  is  playing  a  politic  game^  enjoying  all  the 
advantages  of  our  commerce  without  the  expense  of 
war.  It  will  probably  end  in  a  rupture  between  the  two 
courts,  but  perhaps  not  50  speedily  as  some  imagine. 
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Such  of  the  levies  as  have  not  been  inoculated 
need  not  be  detained  on  that  account.  We  have 
found  it  more  convenient  to  inoculate  them  in  and 
near  camp.  They  can  be  of  service  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, and  arc  not  to  be  subjected  to  a  long  march 
immetltalely  upon  their  recovery,  which  has  always 
been  much  more  fatal  than  the  disorder. 

Among  the  troops  returned  unfit  for  duty  for  want 
of  clothing,  none  of  your  State  are  included.  The 
care  of  your  legidature  in  providing  clothing  and 
necessaries  of  all  kinds  for  their  men  is  highly  laud- 
able, and  reflects  the  greatest  honor  upon  their  patri- 
otism and  humanity. 

I  wrote  to  you  the  6th  ultimo  upon  our  then  want 
of  provisions,  to  which  having  received  no  answer,  I 
am  doubtful  of  the  letters  getting  to  hand.  We  have 
been  since  better  supplied,  and  as  I  am  informed  that 
Mr.  Waiisworth  has  accepted  of  the  commissary  de- 
partment, I  hope  that  we  fihall  do  better  in  future.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be*  Sec. 


TO  THOMAS  MCKEANJ 

IttAllQt'AKTUlB.  VaUXT  FORGC* 

SiK : 

I  was  >'estcrday  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
15th  March — 1  should  be  ready  to  afford  everj-  proli- 
able  m^ans  of  procuring  honest  testimony  to  the  two 
persons  now  under  confinement  for  passing  counter^ 
fcit  Continental  money.     But  it  cannot  be  supposed 

*  Chie(-Jull«  of  l^niflTintA. 
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that  General  Howe  would  permit  persons  to  come 
out  PhiUda.  to  give  evidence  in  a  matter,  which  by 
being  traced  fairly  back  would  fix  the  issuing  coun- 
l<frf<-il  money  upon  sonitr  of  his  own  party — ;t  thing 
which  he  has  affected  to  treat  as  not  having  th^:  least 
foundation  in  truth.  Besides  1  very  much  doubt 
whether,  he  would  not  consider  the  suffering  persons 
to  come  out  to  give  evidence  in  our  Courts,  as  in 
some  measure  acknowledging  their  authority  and 
jurist! iction,  which  he  has  ever  catitioMsly  avoitWiI- 

Upon  the  whole  Sir,  I  chink  it  will  be  to  no  pup 
pose  to  send  in  for  the  evidence  required,  who  if  they 
were  permitted  to  come  out  would  only  endeavor  to 
make  it  appear,  that  the  prisoners  did  not  know  the 
money  was  counterfeit ;  whether  ihcy  did  or  did  not 
I  should  suppose  the  Jury  would  be  able  to  Judge 
from  circumstances.     I  am,  &c. 


to  coionel  josias  c  hall. 

Sir. 

However  painful  it  is  to  me  to  signify  my  public 
disapprobation  of  a  sentence  solemnly  pronounced  by 
a  court*martiaI,  ir  is  a  disagreeable  sensation  from 
which  my  duty  forbids  me  to  exempt  myself  in  par* 
ticular  instances  ;  such  a  one  is  that,  which  makes 
the  subject  of  your  favor  of  the  26th  ultimo.  A 
refusal  to  obey  the  commands  of  a  superior  officer, 
especially  where  the  duty  required  was  evidently  caU 
culated  for  the  good  of  the  service,  cannot  be  justified, 
without  involving  consequences  subversive  of  all  mil* 
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itary  discipline.  A  precedent  manifestly  too  dan^r- 
ous  would  be  established,  of  dispensing  with  orders, 
and  subordination  would  be  at  an  end,  if  men's  ideas 
were  not  rectified  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  such 
notice  taken,  zs  has  been  on  my  part. 

As  far  as  the  matter  personally  regards  you,  1  feel 
additional  concern  ;  but  I  can  by  no  means  discover 
that  necessity  of  retiring  from  the  service  in  support 
of  a  mistaken  opinion,  wiiich  you  remotely  hint  aL 
On  the  contrary,  from  the  crisis  at  which  our  afTairs 
have  arrived,  and  the  frequent  defection  of  officcre 
seduced  by  views  of  private  interest  and  emolument 
to  abandon  the  cause  of  their  country,  I  think  every 
man,  who  doe&  not  merely  make  profession  of  patri- 
otism, is  bound  by  indissoluble  lies  to  remain  in  the 
army.  My  advice,  in  which  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
coincide,  after  a  dispassionate  review  of  this  matter, 
is,  therefore,  that  differences  may  be  mutually  forgot, 
and  that  the  whole  may  subside  ;  to  which  your  love 
of  the  service  will  1  hope  in  no  small  degree  contrib- 
ute,  and  I  am,  &c.' 


TO   THE    PKESIDKNT    OF   CONGRESS. 

4Apnl,  177*. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  several 
letters  of  the  aisc,  29th.  and  50th  ultimo,  with  their 

■  Colcncl  Hall  had  wriilcn;  *'  WbiLc*rr  you»  Ksctllency'i  ^eurminanDn 
Bivy  W,  I  »hal]  hubmil  tn  il  wjlliuiiL  ic|>inirL|;.  Ucmukc  il  will  be  itkUEc^  ti^ 
candor,  ani  mkulaipil  InrtliT  h^nrfii  or  ihr  vnicr.  If  t  thuuM  be  mider  i^e 
aiCiritr  °^  rtdrihg,  tbcioeh  confiTwl  to  «  iiArrvwtr  tphtn  o%  action,  iiill  adefp 
MP4«  of  Uiily',  uiil  a  wLim  AlUctiiDciit  lo  the  libfit^n  of  tay  wnt^Mj,  >l»ll  bv 
my  iHdJng  fffiiicifiL»,  iDit  no  p«ncint.l  injury  ihiU  rrvr  ii><1ucr  m«  lo  Tor^tl 
Ihc  fTcot  G4ili|:«tifln*  da4  lo  tocKtr/' 
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enclosures,  which  have  been  duty  received.  It  gives 
me  pain  to  observe  they  appear  to  contain  several 
implications  by  which  my  sensibility  is  AOt  a  little 
wounded.  I  find  myself  extremely  embarrassed  by 
the  steps  I  had  taken  towards  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  the  formation  of  a  general  cartel  making 
more  ample  provision  for  their  future  accommodation 
and  relief.  The  views  of  Congress  seem  to  be  very 
different  from  what  I  supposed  them,  when  I  entered 
into  my  late  engagements  with  General  Howe-  Their 
resolution  of  the  30th  ultimo,  pointedly  requiring  a 
strict  adherence  to  all  former  ones  upon  the  stibject, 
will  in  all  probability  render  them  impracticable,  I 
considered  some  of  their  resolutions  as  dictated  on 
the  principle  of  retaliation,  and  did  not  imagine  the 
terms  they  contained  would  be  insisted  upon  in  nego 
tiating  an  agreement  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  occasioned  them.  In  most  respects  they  mighi 
be  substantially  complied  with  ;  but  there  are  some 
points  to  which  an  exact  conformity  must  of  necessity 
destroy  the  idea  of  a  cartel-  One  is  the  obliging  of 
the  enemy  to  pay  gold  and  silver  on  equal  terms  for 
Coniincrtai  currency,  estimating  the  articles  supplied 
them  at  their  actual  prices  with  us,  as  sepnis  to  be 
the  design  of  the  resolve  of  the  igch  of  December ; 
another  is.  that,  subjecting  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Stales,  taken  in  arms  against  them»  to  trial  and  pun- 
ishment, agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  30lh  of  the 
same  month. 

1  am  well  aware  that  appearances  ought  to  be  up- 
held, and  that  we  should  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
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rccognismg  by  any  public  act  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency ;  but  1  conceive  this  end  would  be  answered, 
as  far  as  might  be  necessary,  by  stipulating,  that  all 
money  payments  should  be  made  in  gold  and  silver, 
being  the  common  medium  of  commerce  among  na* 
tions.  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  for  a 
Sjmnish  milled  dollar  ;  by  fixing  the  price  of  rations 
on  an  equitable  scale  relatively  to  our  respective  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  providing  for  the  payment  of  what 
we  may  owe»  by  sending  in  provision  and  selling  it  at 
their  market.  The  rates  of  money,  and  the  prices  of 
provisions  and  other  commodities,  differ  everywhere  ; 
and»  in  treaties  of  a  similar  nature  between  any  two 
States,  it  is  requisite,  for  mutual  convenience,  to 
ascertain  some  common  ratio,  for  both  the  value  of 
money  in  payments,  and  for  the  rates  of  those  articles 
on  which  they  may  arise. 

It  was  determined  on  mature  consideration  not  to 
conclude  any  thing  expressly,  that  should  contradict 
the  resolution  of  the  joth  of  December ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  if  it  is  designed  to  be  the  nile  of  practice, 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  it  would  at  once  overturn  any 
cartel  that  could  be  formed.  General  Howe  would 
never  consent  to  observe  it  on  his  part,  if  such  a 
practice  were  to  exist  on  ours.  Though  the  law 
ought  not  to  be  contravened  by  an  express  article 
admitting  the  exchangeability  of  such  persons,  yet,  if 
it  is  not  suffered  to  sleep,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the 
operation  of  it  will  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  enemy,* 

>  TU»  potai  b  »  dcu,  that  th«  f^KHind  uitn  by  Congna,  «fiil  odhtrKl  |c 
tittb  periin>cli;f,  \txm\  very  cutrtonllajny.     Uy  ibc  rtiotuifau  of  ihr  ^oUi  «i 
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The  measures  I  have  taken  must  evince,  that  it  i& 
my  determination  to  pay  the  fullest  attention  to  the 
interests  of  citizens,  and  to  the  rights  of  General  Lee, 
in  tht?  treaty  ;  aiiJ  I  think  it  but  justice  to  tht;  gcf:»tle* 
men  appointed  to  ne^^otiate  it  to  declare,  chat  I  know 
them  to  be  $o  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
both  ihosc  objects,  as  to  make  them  cheerfully  observ- 
ant of  the  injurcttons  of  Congress,  so  far  as  not  to 
conclude  any  agreement,  of  which  the  exchange  of 
General  Lee  and  tlie  alternative  re-specting  citiiens 
are  not  essential  part^.  These  points  have  been  early 
determined  on* 

1 1  is  with  no  small  concern,  that  I  havt?  been  obliged 
to  trouble  Congress  upon  the  subjects  of  this  letter; 
and.  should  they  appear  to  them  in  the  same  light 
they  do  to  me,  and  they  should  think  proper  to  n> 
move  the  obstacles,  which  now  oppose  the  business 
in  hand,  [  must  request  they  will  be  pleased  to  com* 
munic^le  their  determinatioQ  as  expeditiously  as  pus* 
sible,  that  the  commissioners  may  govern  themselves 
accordingly,  and  either  proceed  to  forming  a  cartel, 
or  put  an  end  to  the  negotiation.  Before  the  resolves 
of  the  30th  came  to  hand,  they  had  met,  and  been  in 
treaty  two  days,  with  a  prospect  of  a  favorable  ac- 
commodation. 

DecPBiher,  alt  loyKtisK,  r>r  AmfririDi  in  fhe  BrJtuh  temoe.  vho  ihoaU  b« 
tftlien  in  *niiB,  were  lo  be  «nl  la  (he  rifipectire  SutK  to  vbicli  Ihcjr  bcloagcJ. 

a  t«i>luiJorL  wiu  An  «1Fcc1unl  bsj  i.Dan}'  A^Kemeni  for  %,  g? aen]  fichangc-  The 
Uriti^h  cantmandcr  was  u  moch  bound  tn  hanv  4dJ  jusEice  lo  proUct  Ifaac 
licrtoiLs.  ari  he  wnb  Lir  iiruiect  the  Bfiliiil]  otiiccncr  luMicn  ;  »nd  in  tQinc  to- 
«pi-fb  ino»  io,  inbmiifh  u  (hey  bul  miule  grtfliei  ocriFicH  in  fupportioig  the 
CkuK  of  l3ie  king. — Sparks. 
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I  am  happy  to  inform  Congress,  that  General  Lee 
will  be  out  on  parole  Co-morrow  in  place  of  General 
Prescott ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  expect,  if  the 
negotiation  can  be  continued  upon  admissible  terms, 
that  his  exchange  will  immediately  follow  the  rclcase- 
ment  of  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  lidd-ofTi- 
cers.  It  is  agreed,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen 
shall  be  exchanged  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell 

The  importunate  applications  of  Colo.  Lee 'and 
Maj:  Swazey'  to  leave  the  Service  oblige  me  to  lay 
the  matter  before  Congress.  Colo,  Lee's  letter  upon 
the  subject  was  transmitted  me  the  25th  of  January, 
tut  hoping  he  might  change  his  mind  I  deferred  writ- 
ing to  Congress  upon  his  request-  He  has  renewed 
it  again  in  urgent  terms  thro'  General  Heath,  and  I 
have  only  to  observe  that  it  is  a  painful  circumstance 
to  see  officers  of  their  merit  leaving  the  Ser\'ice  It 
is  the  case  every  day.  1  shall  be  obliged  by  Congress 
informing  me  of  the  dates  of  the  Resignations  of  the 
Colonels  in  the  Virginia  line,  1  have  only  received 
the  date  of  CoIg.  Lewis's- 

Inclosed  is  a  letter  from  Capt.  Cottineau  of  the  Ship 
Ferdinand  with  an  Invoice  of  her  cargo.  The  letter 
only  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  as  it  is  of  an  old 
date  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  goods  are  sold  If 
they  arc  not.  from  the  Captain's  desire  to  give  the 
public  a  preference  in  the  Sale,  Congress  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  directing  them  to  be  purchased 
Most  of  them  would  be  proper  for  the  Army.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  &a 


•CeL  WiUiimR,  Lm. 


Major  Joavph  Svucj. 
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TO    THB    ?K£StDRMT  OF   CONaKl£S& 

Sir. 

I  hatl  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  4th 
Instant,  enclosing  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  same 
date,  empowering  me  to  call  forth  five  thousand  militia 
from  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennttylvania,  and  New 
Jersey.  I  thank  Congress  for  the  power;  at  tlie 
same  time  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  assure  them,  that, 
granting  the  practicability  of  collecting  such  a  ntim- 
ber,  it  would  prove  a  work  of  time,  difficulty,  and  ex- 
pense; to  evince  which.  I  need  only  recur  to  the 
experience  of  last  campaign  on  similar  occasions,  and 
to  remind  you  that  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
1,000  men.  nor  sometimes  even  one  hundred.  Irom 
this  Stale>  ahho'  the  former  number  was  required  and 
promised,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  during  the 
winter  the  country  between  Schuylkill  &  Delaware. 

As  this  resolve  appears  to  have  been  made  in  con- 
sequence of  my  Letters  of  the  24th  and  2Qth  Ulto. 
which  were  founded  on  conjecture,  and  in  some 
degree  misinformation,  and  as  ihe  execution  of  it 
would,  exclusive  of  the  inconveniences  above  men- 
tioned. I  am  persuaded,  have  a  tendency  to  injure 
the  completion  of  the  Continental  Regiments,  [  shall 
call  for  a  small  part  only  of  the  number  allowed  ;  but 
could  wish  that  Hartley's  Regiment  were  ordered  im- 
mediately to  camp,  and  the  duties  of  it  performed  by 
militia — In  like  manner  I  would  propose  that  all  re- 
mote guards  should  be  composed  of  militia — and  that 
the  several  purposes  for  which  men  are  drawn  from 
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ih*?  Continental  Troops  stioiild  be  answered  by  them. 
This  would  be  a  means  of  drawing  together  a  consid- 
erable number  of  men^  who  arc  in  a  manner  lost  to 
the  Army  ;  arul  of  employing  the  militia  to  the  best 
advantage  possible— 

The  great  end  of  my  letter  to  Congress,  of  the 
14th  ultimo,  seems  to  have  been  mistaken.  My  views 
were  not  turned  10  reinforcements  of  militia.  To 
know  whether  the  old  establishment  of  the  army, 
or  the  new  as  agreed  upon  by  the  committee,  is  the 
choice  of  Congress,  and  in  what  manner  the  regi- 
ments of  this  State  and  the  additional  arc  Co  be  re- 
duced, officers  for  the  whole  appoinledn  &c,  were  my 
objects.  These  are  objects  of  the  greatest  moment, 
as  they  may.  in  their  consequences,  involve  the  fate 
of  America;  for  [  will  undertake  to  say>  that  it  is 
next  to  impossible,  when  the  season  is  so  far  advanced, 
properly  to  accomplish  those  changes,  appointments. 
and  the  dependent  arrangements  for  the  ensuing 
campaign.  Should  any  convulsion  happen,  or  move- 
ment take  place,  they  will  be  altogether  impracticable. 
Justice  to  my  own  character,  as  well  as  duty  to  the 
public,  constrain  me  to  repeat  these  things ;  their 
consequences  are  more  easily  conceived  than  de- 
scribed. 

It  may  be  said  by  some.  Sir,  that  my  wish  to  see 
ihe  officers  of  thi»  army  upon  a  more  respectable 
establishment  is  the  cause  of  my  solicitude,  and 
carrys  me  too  far  To  such  1  can  declare,  that  my 
anxiety  proceeds  from  the  causes  above  mentioned, 
li  my  opinion  is  asked  with  respect  to  the  necessity 
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of  making  this  provision  for  the  officers.  I  am  ready 
to  declare,  that  I  do  most  religiously  believe  the  sal* 
vacion  of  the  cause  depends  upon  it.  and,  without  it, 
your  officers  will  moulder  to  nothing,  or  be  composed 
of  low  and  illiterate  men»  void  of  capacity  for  this  or 
any  other  business.  To  prove  this,  I  can  with  truth 
aver,  that  scarce  a  day  passes  without  the  ofTer  of  two 
or  three  commissions;  and  my  advices  from  the  East* 
ward  and  Southward  are,  that  numbers  who  had  gone 
home  on  furlough  mean  not  to  return,  but  arc  estab- 
lishing themselves  in  more  lucrative  employments.  Let 
Congress  determine  what  will  be  the  consequence  of 
this  spiriL 

Personally,  as  an  officer,  I  have  no  interest  in  their 
decision,  because  I  have  declared,  and  I  now  repeat 
it.  that  1  never  will  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from 
the  half-pay  establishment ;  but,  as  a  man  who  fights 
under  the  weight  of  a  proscription,  and  as  a  citizen, 
who  wishes  to  see  the  liberty  of  his  country  established 
upon  a  permanent  foundation,  and  whose  property 
depends  upon  the  success  of  our  arms,  I  am  deeply 
interested.  But.  all  this  apart,  andjtisticc  out  of  the 
question,  upon  the  single  ground  of  economy  and  pub* 
lie  saving,  I  will  maintain  the  utility  of  it ;  for  [  have 
not  the  least  doubt,  that,  until  officers  consider  their 
commissions  in  an  honorable  and  interested  point  of 
view,  and  are  afraid  to  endanger  them  by  negligence 
andinattention,  that  no  order,  regularity,  or  care,  either 
of  the  men  or  Public  property,  will  prevail*  To  prove 
this,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  General  Courts-Martial, 
which  are   constantly  silting  for  the  trial  of  them. 
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and  the  number  who  have  been  cashiered  within  the 
last  three  months  for  misconduct  of  different  kinds. 
By  officers  who  are  )ust  rciurncd  from  Massachu- 
setts bay,  I  learn  that  there  is  not  the  least  prospect 
of  gelling  men  from  thence  before  the  Month  of 
June — if  then — ^and  indeed,  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  expect  any  number  ihal  will  deserve  the  name  of 
re-inforcement  for  the  Continental  Regiments  this 
Campaign  ;  the  Towns  being  only  called  upon  to 
furnish  the  deficiency  of  their  last  years  quota,  so 
that  all  subsequent  casualties  are  disregarded,  and 
the  fifteen  Regiments  of  that  State  which  may  now 
perhap*i  want  4000  men  to  cotnpleat  them,  will  re- 
ceive only  500  if  the  Towns  came  within  that  num- 
ber of  their  complement  last  year — What  change  the 
requisition  of  Congress  of  the  —  Feby,  may  efTcct  I 
shall  not  undertake  to  say — if  it  has  not  a  speedy  and 
powerful  operation  our  prospects  in  thai  quarter  will 
be  exceedingly  unpromising — A  Gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  some  little  time  since  informed  me 
that  matters  were  nearly  in  the  same  train  there,  not- 
withstanding a  resolve  for  ihe  completion  of  their 
Battalions^and.  the  Inclosed  copy  of  a  Letter  No. 
f  from  General  l^jtnam.  whom  I  have  desired  to 
remain  in  Connecticut  for  some  lime  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  Recruits  from  that  State  conveys  his  Ideas 
of  what  may  be  expected  ftnm  thence. — What  New 
York,  New  Jersey^  No,  Carolina  have  done,  or  are 
about  to  do,  1  know  not.  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land have  tried  the  effect  of  voluntar)'  Inlistmcnts  to 
little  purpose  and  the  first,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
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the  most  pointed  injunctions  Inid  on  the  officers,  have 
their  Recruits  composed  chiefly  of  Deserters  who 
will  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  escaping  with 
our  Arms — Virginia,  it  is  true,  has  proceeded  to  a 
draught  ;  but  the  number  beside*;  being  in  itself  in- 
adequate, has  been  lessened  by  desertion  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Regiments  on  the  other  hand,  being 
increased  by  death  and  desertion,  their  strenj^h  will 
probably  fall  very  far  short  of  the  new  establishment 

This  Sir  is  not  a  flattering  Picture  of  our  affairs, 
but  the  representation  isjusl.  and  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  exhibit  it  in  my  own  defence,  as  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  unfavorable  circumstances  (and  what  is 
to  me  a  certain  prospect  of  being  plunged  into  the 
campaign  before  our  arrangements  are  made- — Offi- 
cers appointed,  &c  ?)  great  matters  [  perceive  arc 
expected  from  our  activity  this  Spring — -in  proportion 
therefore  will  the  disappointment  be  felt,  by  those 
who  are  sanguine— For  want  of  the  ratification  of 
Congress,  the  horse  establishment — companies  of 
Sappers,  Provost  Marshalscy  &c  &c.  as  agreed  to 
by  the  Committee,  and  recoinmendc^d  for  their  coi> 
sideration,  are  entirely  at  a  stand,  at  a  time  when  we 
ought  to  be  deriving  benefits  from  their  execution. 
At  no  period  since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
have  I  felt  more  painful  sensations  on  account  of 
delay,  than  at  the  present ;  and,  urged  by  them,  [ 
have  expressed  myself  without  reserve 

By  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Weedon,  I 
am  informed  of  his  intention  to  resign^  if  General 
Woodford  should  be   restored   to  his  former    Rank, 
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which  h^  had  not  then  heard.  General  Muhlenberg 
is  now  balancing  on  the  same  point.  One,  therefore, 
if  not  two  brigadiers,  will  be  wanted  for  that  State. 
Thf^  disadvantages  resulting  from  the  frtiqiient  resig- 
nations in  the  Virginia  Line,  the  change  of  com- 
manding officers  to  the  regiments,  and  other  causes 
equally  distressing^  have  injured  that  corps  beyond 
conception,  and  have  been  the  means  of  reducing 
ver>"  respectable  regiments  in  some  instances  to  a 
mere  handful  of  men  ;  and  this  will  ever  be  the  case, 
till  officers  can  be  fixed  by  something  equivalent  to 
the  sacrifice  they  make.  To  reason  otherwise,  and 
suppose  that  public  virtue  alone  will  enable  men  to 
forego  the  ease  and  comforts  of  life,  to  encounter  the 
hardships  and  dangers  of  war  for  a  bare  subsistence, 
when  their  companion-;  and  friends  are  amassing  large 
fortunes,  is  viewing  human  nature  rather  as  it  should 
be,  than  as  it  really  is. 

The  clothier-genl  of  the  army,  as  well  as  the  heads 
of  every  other  department,  should  be  in  camp  near 
the  Com'r-in<hief ;  otherwise  it  is  impossible  that  the 
operations  of  war  can  be  conducted  with  energy  and 
precision.'     I  wish  most  sincerely  that  this,  as  not  the 

'  T^  A  drtfl  of  «  leiur  a^'lmdcd  10  Jauc*  M«*ae,  Cloitiict-CcncnL  Wsih- 
lltlffijo  BildcJ  lIjc  fvl]uwii[|;  iu  hj>  uwii  land  . 

"  tn  %  word  yufir  jitrtfrn-o  lod  ilLv  in«mpBl*4T}  of  %  rUrfc  la  iiuwer  lh« 
nrioQi  appliciiliont  thai  an  duly  anahinjj^  throwt  %  load  of  hunncA  tipoo  no 
which  oujiht  Lo  bfl  tilt  bonhea  of  r*'*^'  ^w^  tfaouLdEn.  ind  vhkh  «vrc  jrou 
prrtroi  fou  vinM  become  marie  Intimiitrlf  ft^<inaini«1  vtth  Atd  liDoir  h«w  to 
jrtTvidv  fsf^  For  the»«  koicitu  if  you  d&oaa  (o  fcnlliiBt  in  the  offiot,  I  4a 
^Uc«l  (4  iflkul  tliHl  yuunldll  ^«(lc  M^h  die  vnuj.     . 

'*  I  cannot  |;et  tt  miifb  d^lC)  t^  will  rnnkr  ilfi^lhi  for  my  lervtnu,  nniwrilh* 
■lADdiiig  ana  of  rhdu  thai  nUtadi  rcy  pcnon  ami  table  ia  tnilecenlly  aod  motC 
thuacfslly  nik^.  iind  my  fnrqutul  ajiplicition  to  Mr.  Kmiptr  (whittj  h«  layft 


least  essential  part  of  the  business  settled  with  the 
committee,  were  decided,  and  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion were  had  into  the  conduct  of  thU  departmentt 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  universal  astonishment  that  we 
should  be  defitient  in  any  article  of  cloathirg  when 
it  IS  commonly  asserted  that  the  Eastern  States  alone 
can  furnish  materials  enough  to  doath  loo.ooo  men 
— If  this  be  fact  there  is  a  fatal  error  somewhere,  to 
which  may  be  attributed  the  death,  &  desertion,  of 
thousands^ 

I  shall  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  of  thiv 
letter.  To  inform  Congress  of  such  facts  as  materi- 
ally affect  the  service,  I  conceive  to  be  one  great  and 
essential  part  of  my  duly  to  them  and  myself.  My 
agreement  with  the  committee  entitled  me  to  expect 
upwards  of  forty  thousand  Continental  troops,  exclu* 
sive  of  artillery  and  Horse,  for  the  Service  of  the  en* 
suing  campaign,  including  those  to  be  employed  in 
the  defence  of  the  North  River.  Instead  of  these, 
what  are  my  prospects  ? 

Major-Gcncral  the  Marquis  dc  Lafayette  is  arrived 
at  camp,  and  will  resume  the  command  of  his  division. 
The  Baron  de  Kalb  is  expected  !n  a  few  Jays.  •  *  •  < 

he  hu  often  rr&EismiLted  to  ytt)  in  iht  coun«  of  (kt  UM  two  nuadv.  I  «m» 
MuEy,  Quilci  Mich  All  inai&nct  ta  ibti.  ^ivc  a  ^rciJcncc  to  \h<  i;L»m|iUint>  of 
othen  when  ihey  luiert  thoi  no  mention  l»  p*Id  to  ihcU  wtnit"— iTih  AprtU 

■TT»- 
^  Rr4d  in  Concren,  ApH]  ijUi^     Refcrml  to  Duct.  Cbuc,  lad  Dliu, 

Wbvn  it  wu  reportrri  that  ib«  BHiihIi  intended  tuddonly  to  nracit«te  Rhodt 

l*Uad,  to  draw  part  of  thvitfotvv  fram  K«w  Vork»  uxd  tdtlluk  with  tluft<«m- 

tjjncd  kEic[i|;(1i  Ciic  CualiuCLkial  afmy.  CotiKita  raJiKJWertd  Wuliioj^toa  <ooiU 

lit  Av^  thnuAiind  millrU  (ram  the^Ut^  of  Ncv  Jewy.  ?Ennt)K>nLa.  andMasj- 

laod.     Thfl  ]>owm  wa*  ao(  ucnincd,  and  il  wu  *mf|fc*T«I  tlul  iht  militi*  tliu 

iL  counitiid  could  be  u«fd  (n  «n  attack  on  PhiUdclpbia.    '*  I  Lbow  ft  b  a  tcij 
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TO    COLONEL    MATHlAS    OGDEN, 

V*LLi¥  Fo*a>,  13  April,  177*. 

Dr  Sir  : 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  9th  Inst,  by  Colo. 
Barbcn 

The  liberation  of  our  Officers  from  iheir  corfine- 
incnt,  is  certainly  a  desirable  object,  yet  t  am  not 
^tistied.  that  we  could  fully  justify  our  conduct  in 
eflfeciing  it  in  the  manner  proposed.  Bui,  be  this  as 
it  may.  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  attempt,  supposing 
it  to  succeed,  would  not  be  founded  in  principles  of  a 
large  and  general  expediency. — \i  would  afford  relief 
to  a  few  men,  and  subject  a  far  greater  number,  per- 
haps ten  times  as  many,  to  the  inconveniences  of  a 
stricter  and  much  more  limited  confinement,  than 
they  now  experience.  Our  officers  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  are  permitted  to  be  on  Long  Island  thro' 
favor,  and  for  their  better  accommodation.  If  we. 
by  an  attempt,  should  release  twenty  or  thirty,  ever>' 
indulgence  would  be  withdrawn  from  those  remaining 
and  they,  and  all  future  Prisoners  woald  be  so  closely 
and  uncomfortably  placed,  that  they  would  not  be 
liable  to  thr  same  accidents.  Besides,  a  breach  of 
Honor  would  certainly  be  objected  against  the  of- 

EtTorttc  tclionc  wim  ituut  noi  uqniiaivd  wlcb  ihc  iiiu«tloD  of  ovr  m«cuii]«, 
ik&d  Uie  d«f«ng«d  hidir  oi  ihe  two  capil&f  dcpartmr^ri  of  CommiAsw^  tnd 
Qsjutei  Mulcr  CrCdcnl,  hhidi  hate  ucit  ynt  rcmiucJ  4  prDpcf  lODC,  10  di*w 
icpiher  ■  K"iti  liwly  nf  miULi>  m  Ad^liiujci  m  uur  cuniincnlal  fom,  tnd  ratkc 
•A  4tUck  upon  thf  vnvmjr  ia  i'hiladvljihiL  HciMwr  mucti  a  tncuur*  o\  tfaia 
kind  La  to  be  wi>litd,  IvoOhpilal  otaUds  rfnd«r  \t  VAaXlj  indifihlc  ai  procnL 
*<be  «Bnt  ol  Fni'bdon  (or  netrn  erf  tntnipmiAilon)  Bad  tbc  nnccfUiniy  tnih 
with  tvf4ce  to  time  Kfld  nqmUcn  r>l  obuiakni^  the  K«<!ni|ti  fot  itte  LonltbAtAl 
Rcgiracnb." — H^ajtAiftftan  te  Cfftrmrr  ^Mmhw.  II  Uaf.  177G. 
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ficers  relcascid  ;  (or  it  would  be  said*  right  or  wrong, 
that  they,  at  leasts  had  consented  to  the  measure,  if 
not  planned  it.  These  considerations,  without  taking 
into  view  how  far  the  proceeding  would  be  justifiable, 
arc  opposed  to  the  scheme  and  induced  me  to  decline 
[l.  Were  it  to  be  prosecuted^  I  cerULiiiIy  sliuuld  have 
no  objectionb;  co  your  conducting  it     I  am,  &a 


to  thk  president  of  conhbess- 

Sir, 

On  Thursday  evening  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  two  letters  of  the  14th  instant.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  fresh  assurances,  which  Congress  arc 
pleased  to  make  me  nf  their  confidence;  and  they 
may  be  satisfied  that  I  wish  nothing  more  ardently, 
than  that  a  good  and  perfect  agreement  should  sub- 
sist between  us.  The  negotiation  between  the  com* 
missioners  is  ended  without  effecting  a  cartel;  nor 
do  I  suppose,  from  the  information  I  have  received 
on  the  subject,  that  there  is  any  good  prospccl  that 
one  will  ever  be  formed,  or  at  least  for  a  great  while, 
on  a  liberal  and  an  extensive  plan.  A  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commissioners  on  our  part,  at 
their  several  meetings,  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose. 
*  *  *  The  old  agreement,  I  presume,  continues: 
and  under  it  we  must  carry  on  exchanges.' 

^  Till  cmnmiHioDcn  ad  i£ua  ApnL  filh,  At  Newtown,  In  Bucks  Conntjr^  A 
ditliffiiLty  iiotp  at  ilw  ouisei  ronc^mirig  lh«  tiAlure  of  tlie  pouen  ciHitJLtned  1> 
Gcnenl  Uvwe't  commiuion,  II  wu  ijivcri  on  no  other *utlioritr  ^l^i^  hb  <r«a, 
wZjcreu  Ihe  ctmLmJsitm  fnjm  Hc^icra]  WahhliihEtun  eiprc^Ajy  h|ii:d(ieil,  thai  It 
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General  Muhlenberg  has  communicated  his  deter- 
mination Eo  resign,  but  has  promised  not  to  leave  his 
brigade  till  Congress  shall  appoint  another  general 
in  his  room,  provided  it  i^  done  in  any  reasonable 
lime.  By  postponing  my  c;lII  upon  the  militia,  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  of  the  loth.  1  did  not  mean  to 
decline  it  altogether.  I  did  not  sec  the  necessity  of 
calling  out  five  thousand  for  the  sole  purpose  of  de- 
fence;  and  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  I  can- 
not perceive  my  way  sufficiently  clear  for  ofTcnsive 
measures,  as  I  do  not  know  when  to  expect  the 
recruits  from  the  different  States,  nor  what  prospect 
the  commissrTry  has  of  provision  ;  as  we  only  gel  it 
yet  from  hand  to  mouth,  assembling  the  militia, 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  should  be  the  last 
thing  done,  as  they  soon  become  impatient*  and  arc 
very  expensive  in  the  articles  of  stores,  camp  utensils, 
provisions,  &c. 

The  enclosed  draft  of  a  bill  was  brought  to  head- 
quarters  yesterdfiy  afternoon,  by  a  gentleman  who 

««•  "  in  vifta*  of  full  paw»n  to  lun  d«]4>gMtvtl,"  Thii  i1i>f«ct  vu  o^ivcUd  to 
^IhA  Am^Cdii  commiBioQcri,  and  the  siibjc^t  vuNfemd  lo  Ceatnl  Ilowt, 
who  tlediik«il  oltcriQ^  ilie  cuniniLiibioti,  Uci^Liili^E  ■(  ^lu  Mine  lime,  "  Lbm  he 
VfCADi  the  Kn^Vf  tc  T»e  <il  i  |»cr(a&d  Aiturr.  IftuaJtJ  on  ilie  matu*!  toiLftdpnot 
■ad  faoDur  d(  ihc  conlmcLJn^  (dtciult,  and  liu  no  intdTirik>n,  dllierof  bindiBU 
tk«  jiAllgHt  or  cMcudiDi:  the  nitcil  hc>oii(i  (He  limltt  anJ  Uu/ation  vf  tiii  own 
COinmand  "  A«  Ihit  vit  jviTlinc  iKp  mjillrr  nn  a  imatly  ilLllprrTit  tonling  frtam 
th*l  ooftlfnplAtrd  in  G^ninl  Wuhinfton'i  ccmmlHiiui.  by  whlcb  CongriM 
AOd  the  QLtiaa  wc^fc  bound,  wA  at  Ocncrtl  Howe'*  <oiamIiibnei>  rc'iueil  lo 
licat  on  %Kj  oihtr  «™*,  rhe  rtiociin^  wu  dtModved,  wiihrjot  nny  piogfcu  h»». 
itig  been  made  ia  a  uiicl.  lE  wti  EblimalGd  by  ibc  HriTlkh  cummuiii^iii^n,  u 
■  itawD  i«l]}  CviiciKi  HuH«  dcclinrJ  (?  ncKutitiD  on  a  tLflLJunkl  uiuuud,  thM 
it  niigh!  uiipU  an  ir1innwlnl£tnri>t  inrnntxt^hi  wirb  ihp  cliimi  nf  ihr  F-nfbUi 
(•vMnmtnL  The  papora.  which  poaed  between  ibe  foniniBianvn  of  lb*  two 
puilei,  »ue  (JublJih^  by  oiJor  o(  C^ngiot,— Sec  Hrwt^m^ramtr,  toI-  t(., 
pi  315. 
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informed  me.  chat  a  large  cargo  of  them  had  been 
just  sent  out  of  Philadelphia.  Whether  this  insidious 
proceeding  is  genLJne,  and  imported  in  the  packet, 
which  arrived  a  few  days  ago»  or  contrived  in  Phila' 
delphia,  is  a  point  undetermined  and  immaterial ;  but 
it  is  certainly  founded  in  principles  of  the  most  wicked, 
diabolical  baseness,  meant  to  poison  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  detach  the  wavering  at  least  from  our 
cause.'    1  suppose  it  will  obtain  a  place  in  the  papers, 

'  "When  I  tddnu«d  yoii  on  ilic  iStti,  \  vu  dciubtfiJ  vhetltcr  the  dntt  of 
theUll  ihrn  n*nfTiiiiI«Ewn.«nr>iiq>ur^fli»in(I  oontrWvd  In  rhllBdvlpblji :  bui  lii 
«aih«niicity,  1  abi  ftitncni  cerUin  ^  aoi  <i>  be  t^ocktluobi,  Tli«  in(otm«tiCQ 
fjom  PbnAUclphiK  sccnu  cIut  4iid  (ontlnuvc,  K\i\\  \\  cftDic  o>ci  in  Iht  pickd, 
with  Lrtn)  NorLb'i  speccli  od  ihr  iiiimi1uLnii>n  i-X  I'l  irli^  PuliiEnmt,  I  cndoM 
A  piper  cotiiLining  his  spix^^h,  uhich  }ukI  c^mi*  in  hand,  Thic  bi[],  I  bid  {vr- 
funded,  wilt  pns^  injo  4  Uw.  Can^rciA  will  pcitcJvc  by  tbc  jjfiaiAicr'i  ifj^cch. 
[hm  ii  iLim>^  ai  objects  af  tJip  (^rfatcsi  fiieni  uid  tmportincc,  ind  will  na  dfriibt 
I0  one  way  of  other  Involve  (h<  fnoni  iuLeretiLDg  con9e<iu«h<eA  (« (l»i«  counlir.'' 

Tliff  \«3s  K  rfiwuuTite  suppo^Jifon.  u  tht  Griitih  v* rr  itim  circnlaiing  othrr 
fotged  psprti  wiih  iL  view  ta  rntr^'lucr  dJuH-ntiant  m  Ch*  Congrw  ^tA  m  iIm 
army  of  America.  On  the  iGtt  of  April,  Wishiuicign  wrote  to  LAUfCOt: 
'^Amcing  the  mnny  TillBinoiis  arts  practiacd  by  the  cmemy  id  crt4»t  dittntT. 
thai  of  Ivrgine  lertet*  fot  me  »  one,"  telnring  i*  ihe  tptinocu  bifwt  alrvady 
prinUil  in  tliln  c^llccliua  ufiilct  llidr  (cpccli^e  dalo.  Abunl  ihc  umc  llmv-  A 
ffirgel  anicle,  [lurportrng  lo  fie  two  rcinlvch  nf  Onii^ms  had  bfvti  pulili%titfl 
hj  ihp  BHtith.  with  al)  (h«  foimi-hEi^t  of  pUc^e,  dait,  and  thengnaruPH  of  lh« 
prcfiidcni  and  aecicEnr^.  and  d<dnnng  in  luhstftucc,  Ihat.  whctca*  ihc  muJc 
tdopicd  by  mnny  of  the  Smics  for  filling  up  thdf  quauu^  hy  fnlKtmrAl  Mid 
draft!  l<ii  iin  And  rune  month*,  vas  (ound  Id  prodit«  corLitini  AtLctuidrm  in 
the  iiumlicis  of  Ihf  army  ahH  war^t  of  discipline,  it  vTa«  moZrcd  ihtf  all  (he 
inyip*  then  m  ihp  j^rmy.  nnd  Hmh  »s  tnuai  ■frctwirdt  br  pnlWrd  or  drifted, 
ihould  be  deettked  tvooffl  t4  the  U  tiiud  biBTu  dunng  ihv  wB.r»  and  ihai  GcDf  nd 
Wuhinglvn  vnd  uthcr  coiamanding  offieen  were  tequlrod  ia  tpptehend  and 
punidi  ai  dnrrlcriH  ill  wbo  sJiould  tcfc^'e  the  acmy  under  ^irclence  of  thetr  Icrcni 
of  Kr\tce  being  iixpired-  Thne  ■pun&ut  rebolvu  were  dftWd  t'cbntary  aotb. 
They  msj  be  fuund  in  Elugh  Gpine'i  \fiir  Veri  Cauti^.  of  the  9th  «i  5lare1i. 

"Can  you  cunnrive  any  thiDg  rqual  lo  tlii^  bMflsuitlltrttafiCEDkOtlheBrtdsll 
minmry  fi  If  we  (fjnducl  f^r  aHain  viith  hrmn«ci  nnd  nisdom.  «r*  mnldo 
v^lL  The  '' K(M>liiiioM,"  ic  cjillcv^  in  T<jwne't  paper,  niuil  be  an  Afranl 
forgery,  u  1  never  bftU  Ihe  lea»t  in:imatiiiCL  til  11 :  aud  lu  (np|iui«  tnch  a  ad« 
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I 


and  am  not  without  anxiety  that  it  wiil  have  a  malig- 
nant influence.  I  would  submit  it,  whether  it  will 
not  be  hijjhly  expedient  for  Congress  to  investigate 
it  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  expose  in  ti^e  most  striking 
manner  the  injustice,  deUision,  snd  fraud  It  contains. 
I  trust  it  will  be  attacked,  in  every  shape,  in  every 
part  of  the  continent.'     1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c' 

ciinld  have  pa&ud^  Is  lo  Mipjww  Blin(«|  The  cxi^lcntt  of  an  imposBibilitjr.  TTie 
fK>rgerf  ii  calculalcfL  (or  Ihe  monE  wicked  paipotefi^  to  axite  u  oppositfgn  ia 
1^  people  lo  the  mcuviei  fnrilnrtine.  tnd  lo  render  tficm  jn^ffccluftl.  Tttci« 
(>  ooihiiiff  ihc  epvmr  Till  not  anempl,  to  cany  their  rndi. 

"Ttie  only  p<i»«Mdiqea  Cf  CoOflj^M^  lor  drftUiag,  th*!  I  h«T«  «c*a,  <ir<f« 
paued  on  Ebc  3C(h  of  Kcbnuuri  aJiJ  vc  a  rctummcndAliatL  tc*  Ihc  Kicnl 
Sutn,  '  To  511  dp  iheif  respective  rr^mfols  by  drafis  from  (ht  inllitii,  (o  vrv« 
Qtnv  fnonrdi  xWtst  ih«y  ipp?iir  ii  the  pUces  appujni^d  for  Ihvir  ivuHt'vmt, 
dJKbargeftblc  before  iherTid  cf  iKal  period,  in  proportion  ■iretruI[9,cEkba[<il  fvr 
(luce  jcar^orduiini^  Ibe  war.  may  JoEn  ihe  regiments  in  whkh  L.he}  arc.'  WbM 
%  conlnut  between  theie  procee'lingi  aiid  tlie  lottery  '  J  kliali  lifltiamif  Ehe  pBp«r 
(■Con4peiBitnmodijilcL>.  tlul  ihcy  qiHypuiiiiKpriii^c]- tlc|4fur  cuuntetatlin^  [lii» 
wicttd  pablfciTion/' —  Waikxn^ton  te  Gcvfrmtr  U^dn^Ttcn,  aa  April.  177S. 

*  T^e  p^?<^  ti^K  referred  to  contained  ■  draft  0I  Lf4i1  Norlh'e  C^tfihatMjr 
Bi^it.  fti  Iher  were  called.  They  had  mad?  their  way  with  (juick  despil^h  lo 
Gencn]  Watihin^on'i  gvnp.  Tbt^  arrirrd  In  Men  York  od  the  I4ih  of  April, 
IkWvfTepiibljthe'iciTL  Ehc  i^th  byCo^niur  Tryofi.aecompuiledby  adeclflraiiun 
cottfyiBE  I^A^  ^^^  *Grc  genumc  CQpicA  of  (he  draf U  Bcnl  to  htm  hy  LonlCcori^ 
GcrmatnE.  HrailJeid  -  "  To  prepare  Lhe  way  f^ir  (li|:  return  of  ]iR>L-e.  (bealint* 
billt  wrre  read  in  the  Hrnie  of  ComTnoni  en  th«  igiti  day  o\  Kpbruary  ln«t.  in 
ponuanoc  of  unanimouB  rc4otvc  of  (he  Houie  od  the  I7ih  of  the  Mmt  month  ; 
ukd  1  have  hi>  Mijnty's  conmaiid  tu  miue  tbem  la  be  primed  uid  diipcncd. 
IhAl  the  people  •!  large  nuy  be  aeguainied  wLth  iheif  e^fhtoili,  and  wilb  Ihe 
hvorabLe  di>po*iiiaq  vf  Gml  UTiiain  (awnr-U  Uic  Anicrican  cotoniea."  l^id 
Nurth'h  >i|]ccdj,  oa  pnKttEJiiif  llit  billt  in  rarLiimail,  vik  likcAiK  pubUibvd 
al  the  caane  rimr  N<in«af  Thftf  particuUu  had  come  lo  General  Wathington'i 
Imofrltd^a,  vhca  he  wrole  the  above  tetler*  From  l>ie  matiner  in  which  be 
tfCtlis  ot  the  hllU,  ai  well  *i  from  hl»  neju  Iciltr  10  Cuiifrreid.  il  U  evlJeitC  <bit 
he  eoasLdered  ihem  a  lofKery  af  the  time  he  «b*  wn(iri£-  N*"'  **»  I**  iinijul** 
id  ika  oplnioD,  Mr.  Lautcm,  Preaidetil  of  Conerm,  in  a  letter  lo  Governor 
Clint^at  »^~ci  :  "  I  dilrr  from  i^niJcmco.  who  lupptw:  ihe  perfvntidJicc  oiii^ 
nateij  under  luthnrty  in  Enjilan4.  It  appein  Jo  me  Ki  he  H**t«ine  ni  the 
noat  eoacolial  vkiirLi.  I  believe  it  to  be  of  rhfUdelphii  manufaclure,  probably 
Bnder  hlDlk  Ifuni  []ie  other  kldc  ol  Flic  w«lcr/'— ^5.  l^Orr^  April  Mlh^ 

*  Kcbl  in  Conj[reva,  April  3oih.     KeiPrrcil  lo  U.  Morht^  UniyMtt,  iind  Dtaa, 
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TO   TUK   GENERAL   OFFICBRS   IN  CAUP. 

HcAD-QvAftrftu,  ii>  April,  1773. 
Stft. 

There  kchi  lo  mc  but  three  RcncnJ  plana  of  opf-ration,  vrtiicfa 
may  be  prtratHlJtAted  for  the  next  campaign  ;  one,  ih«  aitcmpling 
10  TPCOT^r  Phibd^'Iphift  and  dr^irciy  ihe  cnreny'5  army  thrfff  ;  an- 
other,  the  cndcavoiiiig  \^  ti^Q^cr  the  wai  lo  the  northward  liy 
«a  enterprise  agiiiost  New  Vork  ;  aad  a  thirdf  the  remaiotojE 
quiet  in  a  secure,  (oriificd  ramp,  di8ci[>hning  and  arr:mf^ng  the 
army  till  the  enemy  hegin  ihcir  npcfalions,  aori  Ih^-n  to  govern 
LjaE^clv»  acconlingly.  Which  of  ihcsc  three  pUos  ihall  wc 
adopt  * 

If  the  first,  what  mode  of  exeeuiion  shall  w«!  pursue,  anil  what 
force  will  be  requisite,  eMinjating  the  pri-ieni  njrnben  of  Ihe 
enemy  in  l^hiUdelphia  \o  he  ten  ihoubBrd  men,  cxcLuaivc  ol 
m&rifica  and  seameD*  whose  aid  may  he  called  in?  SbftU  wc 
endeavor  to  eflect  the  puq^o&c  by  i^toTm,  by  regular  apptoachM^ 
or  hy  blockade,  and  in  what  pjinirulnr  manntr  ? 

If  the  secondf  Khali  we  attempt  to  take  New  York  by  a  C9up  de 
main  with  a  small  lorce,  or  ^hall  we  collect  a  large  force,  and 
make  an  attack  in  form?  In  either  case,  what  force  iriJ*  be 
necessary,  estimating  rhc  n^mbei  of  the  ^nirtny  in  and  abonr 
New  York  at  fojr  thou&i^Dd  men.  and  what  difrpo»iijon  aboil  we 
make  ao  as  to  effect  the  enterprise,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prO' 
tcct  the  country  here  and  secure  out  stores  ? 

[f  the  lasff  wh;it  po^E  shall  we  i^kct  so  as  to  keep  the  array  In 
a  state  of  »ecunty,  to  afford  cover  to  the  country  and  to  our  nuga- 
aines,  and  to  be  in  a  situation  to  counteract  the  fuluic  motions  ol 
the  enemy  f  I 

The  Command  ec- in -chief  ihinka  ft  unnece5£;iry  to  make  xny 
comments  on  Lhcac questions,  as  the  general  ofliceis  will  no  doubt 
fully  weigh   every  circumstance  proper  to  he  con5idcrc<i,  aod,  I 

sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  objeets^  to  which  their  aitcncion 
is  called,  will  m;ike  thetr  opinions  the  Te^lt  of  mature delihrrntion. 

I  am,  Sk.^ 

'  Ekch  at  Ihe  ofliccn  «iit  a  written  np[y  to  the  above  qaeriet.  Thcj  dif- 
fered vidcly  In  □(imion,     Waynf.  Pi^tenan,  and  Max^rlt  m^'3iniiicm!«1  t/i 
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TO  JOHN    BANISTER,    DELEGATE    IM    CONGRESS. 

VALunr  FOHCi,  11  April,  177!, 

Dear  Sir. 

Oti  Satnrdity  evening  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive 
your  favor  of  the  16th  instant* 

1  thank  you  very  much  for  your  obli^ng  tender  of 
2  friendly  intercourse  between  us ;  and  you  may  rest 
assured  that  1  embrace  it  with  cheerfulness,  and  shall 
write  you  freely,  as  often  as  leisure  will  permit*  of 
such  points  as  appear  to  me  material  and  interesling, 
I  am  pleased  to  find,  that  you  expect  the  proposed 
estabti^ihmcnt  of  the  army  will  succeed  :  though  is  it 
a  painful  consideration,  that  matters  of  such  preying 
importance  and  obvious  necessity  meet  with  so  much 

«nu&  on  PfallvMpU^  Kncn,  ^oor.  VmiBin,  and  MvUoabvnc  *««  ™  f*^™ 
of  In  ittick  on  Nfw  York.  IrrHnr  iboughi  Lf  bOhi  for  tht  main  body  of  (be 
fenny  t?  Rmiun  at  Vkllcy  Karg«,  but  thit  an  aitacU  ihaoJd  bv  made  on  Nev 

thit  G«aFnl  W*Khini»irTn  ihouH  rnmrnnnfL  ihU  *ipn!UJnti  in  ^icnifm.  jiud  Imw 
Cmmta]  L*«  to  oommutd  in  Fmnfi'lvaaU.  l-nnl  SiirEini;  wu  for  optialinc; 
■Cabift  boUl  Novr  VorW  and  ThUAdclphU.  L«fAT«itc,  Sicuh<cn.  and  Duparui] 
\mA  dODtU  It  CO  ilic  c3q>e]]cj3C7  ol  kxj  iiuck  apon  (he  vncmr.  till  lb?  umy 
sbonld  b«  lUcnciKenod  tnd  puE  m  ■  bvtrer  condition  ;  Md  th«y  vfr  indinod 
\A  aJopE  Ihc  third  |>lin  iiDCi*r*lrd  b)  Lhc  CommAiiiIci-ui-chiBf- 

ThU  Ifitpr  viK  ^n(  3t  ■  dn.'ulir  to  al]  ihr  |>rnrraJ  nf5ccn  in  oiinp,  Gca- 
•nl  Ciwnc  haA  hwa  «p]>oin(H  fiuivt^nnBitn-l-vn^nl.  on  ihv  1<1  nf  March, 
but  he  itiaiocd  W  f^uk  of  tiiajui-i;cn(rAl  in  (he  tivnj. 

[fl  ctUIng  for  idvUv  W^jihin^on  appoin  to  have  anitcipaEal  by  n  dt>  >0 
ordc*  of  C<?fi|Emi  on  tbc  ume  *ub|?(t ;  tbat  "  Gcaenl  Wulilnttea  be  Anchor' 
iwd  end  directed  fcriiiwith  to  tonreac  a  council  of  the  major  fCDicab  tn  tb< 
It4lf  «if  IVrin^ylvanii,  and  tbr  ^nrrat  »ff\LTr  ci^mmamlin^  tlic  ciirj^ii  uf  cn^ 
•on*,  and  wiib  Ih^  idnc*  ot  uid  eoundJ  Iq  ft»nn  luch  a  pUn  Icf  Ehr  |<en*n] 
OpOraciootftf  Uiv  cami-aifCk  m  bcihAUdccmcauisicBl  with  Ibe  wrLtarf  nf  tbiM 
tucci  ;  thai  Major  GracraU  Gaic«  and  MiJV&n.  mcmbdi  dl  Ui«  BoaaI  o|  Wi<r, 
hovotaatv  \o  attend  Ifav  «ajd  ciMinel]."-~^4inniif  «>/C^Hfw/f,  iS  April,  1777- 
By  a  Mbtcqvcat  nvoWc^  Ihe  comuiander  of  ardlieiy  uaa  adJod  lo  the  mubcD. 
R«pb««  10  [b«  drculir  IvtKi  wvrt  wtmiiiicd.  &«d  a  ctmncil  of  var  UcLd  on  1 
Mar-  >7T*'     Set  noi«to  Wmtkti^M  io  Mtif^Hg^U^  f  Hay.  i77»,/«r. 


diffictilty  and  delay.  Be  assured,  the  success  of  the 
measure  is  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  momtrnt,  and 
that  ic  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  speed* 
ily  as  possible.  The  spirit  of  resigning  commissions 
has  been  long  at  an  alarminy  height,  and  increases 
daily,  AppHcationH  from  officers  on  furlough  ^re 
hourly  arriving  and  Genls.  Heath  at  Boston — Mc' 
Dougall  on  the  north  River  and  Mason  of  Virginia 
are  asking  what  they  are  to  do  with  the  appliant*  to 
them. 

The  Virginia  line  bas  sustained  a  violent  shock  io 
this  instance.  Not  less  than  ninety  have  already  re- 
signed to  me.  The  same  conduct  has  prevailed 
among  the  officers  from  the  other  Sutes^  though  not 
yet  to  so  considerable  a  degree;  and  there  are  but 
too  just  grounds  to  fear,  that  it  virilJ  shake  the  very 
existence  of  the  army,  unless  a  remedy  is  soon,  ver)* 
soon^  applied.  There  is  none,  in  my  opinion,  so 
effectual  as  the  one  pointed  ouL'  This.  1  trust,  will 
satisfy  the  officers,  and  at  the  same  time  it  will 
produce  no  present  additional  emission  of  money. 


■  Th«t  it.  AH  ptuhlfthETiniiof  lull-pAf  rartlwoftfcn*rierih>trnniaiJlwi«if 
ihD  w.  A  plan  for  ihti  purpoM  b^d  l>ecii  temd  upon  bj-  Lhc  eommJtlc*  b 
ttAA^,  had  w4t  nuvr  unilvr  dvlmic  in  {'cuigrc^h  It  ^i*  [houi;hl  ntmnelj  ba> 
jiorUtnl  by  General  WA^Iiin^on,  u  dpp«iri  bj  tcnnr  i>|  hit  prri^vilmg  IftFef^ 
and  he  used  hia  uimott  wirtfiavon  lo  proniate  It ;  but  there  vua  a  eiiviaioh  u 
Con|;js^.  Souiv  of  Ihe  mt^niben  were  tthtiTly  oppmcil  iti  ii,  piu-iJcijIu-l)'  a  mm- 
jorily  cf  ihr  mtinbrTs  irrtTn  rhe  Ritiem  Kut».  »  inffinnpng  Ij»  fmr  ih^  itln 
cf  ft  BianJiag  Drni^  ;  others  wen  of  opinion,  iKdl  CoaKrvuK^d  no  pover  I0B<!( 
In  the  uiaKcc.  wiiliuuE  tpcLuJ  iuBlnclioDi  itom  Ihe  Sutn  :  andoUien  wcrelor 
tlmlling  Ihff  lime.  This  veriMy  at  opinion  Cftuvd  ^mbiLfHiineni  tn  Congr— > 
and  dfllBf  in  Adapting  the  nport  of  the  eoinnilliee  lor  Uic  new  arrucementi  at 
the  MitDj.  P«  other  parlkulAO  leApcctiiiK  the  lubjeei  vf  Juif-pay,  i«e  S|iuW 
Lift s/  G^wvttntw  Mowrit.  vol,  1.,  p.  153, 
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They  will  not  be  persuaded  to  sacrifice  all  views  of 
present  interest*  and  encounter  the  numerous  vidssi* 
tudes  of  war,  in  ihe  defence  of  their  country,  unless 
she  will  be  generous  enough  on  her  part  to  make  a 
decent  provision  for  their  future  support,  I  do  not 
pronounce  absoluicly,  that  we  shall  have  no  army  if 
the  establishment  fails,  but  the  army  we  may  have 
will  be  without  discipline,  without  energjs  incapable 
of  acting  with  vigor,  and  destitute  of  those  cements 
necessar>'  to  promise  success  on  the  one  hand,  or 
to  withstand  the  shocks  of  adversity  on  the  other. 
It  is  indeed  hard  to  say  how  extensive  the  evil  may 
be,  if  the  measure  should  be  rejected,  or  much  longer 
delayed.  I  find  it  a  very  arduous  task  to  keep  the 
officers  in  tolerable  humor,  and  to  protract  such  a 
combination  in  quitting  the  service,  as  might  possibly 
undo  us  for  ever. 

The  difference  between  our  service  and  that  of  the 
enemy  is  very  striking.  With  us,  from  the  peculiar, 
unhappy  situation  of  things,  the  officer,  a  few  in- 
stances  excepted,  must  break  in  upon  his  private 
fortune  for  present  support,  without  a  prospect  of 
future  relief.  With  them,  even  companies  arc  rs* 
teemed  so  honorable  and  so  valuable,  that  they  have 
sold  of  late  from  fifteen  to  twenty-two  hundred 
pounds  sterling;  and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
four  thousand  guineas  have  been  g^ven  for  a  troop  of 
dragoons.  You  will  readily  determine  how  this  dif- 
ference will  operate  i  what  effects  tt  must  produce. 
Men  may  speculate  as  they  will ;  they  may  talk  of 
patriotism  ;  they   may  draw  a  few  examples  from 
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ancient  story,  o(  great  achievements  perfoniieii  hy 
its  influence  ;  but  whoever  builds  upon  them,  as  a 
sufficieni  basts  for  conducting  a  long  and  bloody  wan 
will  find  themselves  deceived  in  the  end.  We  must 
take  the  passions  of  men  as  nature  has  given  them, 
and  those  principles  as  a  guide,  which  are  generally 
the  njle  of  action.  1  do  not  mean  to  exclude  al- 
together the  idea  of  patriotism.  I  know  it  exists, 
and  1  know  it  has  done  much  in  the  present  contest. 
But  I  will  veiUvire  to  assert,  that  a.  great  and  lasting 
war  can  never  be  supported  on  this  principle  alone. 
It  must  be  aided  by  a  prospect  of  interest,  or  some 
reward.  For  a  lime  it  mavn  of  itself,  push  men  to 
action,  to  bear  much,  to  encounter  difficulties;  but  it 
will  not  endure  unassisted  by  inierest 

The  necessity  of  putting  the  army  upon  a  respect- 
able footing,  both  as  to  niJmbers  and  constitution,  is 
now  become  more  essential  than  ever  The  enemy 
are  beginning  to  play  a  game  more  dangerous,  than 
their  efforts  by  arms  (though  these  will  not  be  remit- 
ted in  the  smallest  degree),  anti  which  threatens  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  independence  of  America,  and  to 
her  liberties  of  course.  They  are  endeavoring  to 
ensnare  the  people  by  specious  allurements  of  peace. 
It  is  not  improbable  tliey  have  had  such  <ibundant 
cause  to  be  tired  of  the  war,  that  they  may  be  sincere 
in  the  terms  they  offer,  which,  though  far  short  of 
our  pretensions,  will  be  extremely  flattering  to  minds, 
that  do  not  penetrate  far  into  political  consequences ; 
but,  whether  they  are  sincere  or  not,  the>"  may  be 
equally  destructive;  for,  to  discerning  men  nothing 


can  be  more  evident,  than  that  a  peace  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  dependence,  however  limited,  after  what 
has  happened,  would  he  to  ihe  last  degree  dishonor- 
able and  ruinous/  It  in  however  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  the  idea  of  such  an  event  will  have  a 
very  powerful  effect  upon  the  country,  and  if  not 
combated  with  the  greatest  address  will  sen'e^  at 
least,  to  produce  supinencss  and  disunion.  Men  are 
naturally  fond  of  peace,  and  there  are  symptoms 
which  may  authorize  an  opinion,  that  the  people  of 
America  are  pretty  generally  weary  of  the  present 
war.  It  is  doubtful,  whether  many  of  our  friends 
might  not  Incline  to  an  accommodation  on  the  grounds 
heJd  out.  or  which  may  be,  rather  than  persevere  in  a 
contest  for  independence.  If  this  is  the  case,  it  must 
eurely  be  the  truest  policy  to  strengthen  the  anny, 
and  place  it  upon  a  substantial  footing.  This  will 
conduce  to  inspire  the  country  with  confidence  ;  en* 
able  those  at  the  head  of  affairs  to  consult  the  public 


'  There  wm*it  thu  time  tn  P<rli«iiJPiit  ■  kiitdl  ^luiy  m  fiTui  of  |Eruidii|[ 
tii<1rp«nd*iic*  to  AmtricM.  snd  al  inttruclinff  the  camiai%nonen  10  nuka  « 
trvAlf  OD  llut  fo«dti£,  Governor  Ponniil]  h*l\  out  tbi«  irlca,  «nd  «nfoK«l  it 
TlUk  *Uong  «rcuaieuu.  In  iht  cUbaK  on  the  addrcv  lo  l}kc  kine.  iu  rc|4y  1o 
tut  nofiAge  flccompAb^ng  (he  tled&'BtlDti  of  [h«  Frcnrh  «nb««udor,  nhich 
(■re  notice  at  the  iKaty  between  Fnncc  v\d  (be  1Jnite<l  SlatcL  **  Tliii 
lj*»ly."  ttjd  Gflvrrunr  Fuwntll.  "doe*  not  altn  iii>  iila  tJ  ihc  pjaljftUUlj  nf 
rair  hJivinj^  pvrn  yr\  p^Lrf  mrh  Amrrira^  if  wr  i«il1  btrt  laltr  Ehf  wny  ihar  IrxAt 
%o  It.  uid  the  only  one  th*t  u  opcb-  Nothing  but  thfl  pcrrcrKOtiii  of  oiir  own 
conduci  cftn  If l:ju  U.  We  know  Uut  the  .\En(iiti4nft  aic  «nil  mu^E  bv  InJe^ 
pendKiI ;  und  ]wr  «t  vlU  n^i  rrrar  wtth  Fhtrn  u  tixrh-  H  govrmm^ni  live  If 
nlirini  the  IcAkt  ide«  ol  vn-crci^ncy.  it  haa  Already  i^one  (Do  tai  foi  l)L4t ;  iE  it 
cnlciUJni  <ht  Itwl  liti|i<  ijf  {kracv.  ji  lidt  nvl  E^rv?  fu  riiwiGli ;  ud  every  ttcp 
««  chA[]  tik*  tf>  pnr  iKf  AmpricAnt  lufli  frnin  ind^pntdnLcy.  vill  ennnn^n 
thtm  the  more  oi  tlit  neieanty  of  gfting  toTwar^,"^^P*r£4'*fittary  ZWoltf, 
Marth  i7t^,  lyy^^—^ritr. 
It 
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honor  and  intt^n^^t.  notw]tIi>>tanditig  the  defection  of 
some  and  temporar}"  inconsistency  and  irresolution  of 
others,  who  may  desire  to  compromisr  the  dispute; 
nnd,  if  a  treaty  should  be  deemed  expedient,  will  put 
it  in  their  power  to  insist  upon  better  terms,  than 
they  could  otherwise  expect 

Besides  the  most  vigorous  exertions  at  home  to  in- 
crease  and  establish  our  military  force  upon  a  good 
basis,  it  appears  to  mc  advisable,  that  we  should  im- 
mediately try  the  full  extent  of  our  interest  abroad. 
and  bring  our  European  negotiations  to  an  issue;  I 
think  France  must  have  ratifietl  our  independence/ 
and  will  declare  war  immediately,  on  finding  that 
serious  proposals  of  accommodation  arc  made :  but 
lest,  from  a  mistaken  policy  or  too  exalted  an  opinion 
of  our  power  from  the  representations  she  has  had, 
she  should  still  remain  indecisive,  it  were  to  be 
wished,  proper  persons  were  instantly  despatched,  or 
our  envoys  already  there  instructed  to  insist  pointedly 
on  her  coming  to  a  final  determination,'     It  cannot 

'  Thli  wn%  rnif,  allhnuEh  the  fact  wiu  hoc  >vi  kno'dni  In  Amertc«-  The 
IfvaL«ft  ot  couLiucrcc  DJid  illmTicc  t>p(W«rL  trukcc  bdcI  ihe  Urdu^l  !UaIcb  wen 
ill^ncd  -jin  the  6lh  i>f  PcbniAi^ .    The  lini  mnriiLK  l^ctwcen  llic  Fnnch  minuccr 

hffM  eU  VanttilLcfe  on  i\x«  i3(ii  d  UfOfnl^r.  li  ^si  ^rat-tl,  m  on  article  ol  Ikt 
CKAiy  of  ■llinn^c,  to  ht:  \i\  ilin^tL  «i>(i,  "  V>  malniAin  c9cCCb^t  iLc  Ubcity, 
flOtcrclgliiy.  And  indcpcndcucf,  abtcjlutc!  iiid  DnUmitcil.  of  ih«  UoiUd  SuUik 
M  well  la  mitlcn  of  gowrnmeni  as  <amniBR«,"— Ste  J^fUm^Hx  Cr^ttf^nd- 
fdff,  I'ol.  i,,  pp.  S5S.  3S4. 

*  I1.  srfFviH  lliErf!  vftt^  hiiiTic  tcaxt  il  iIiU  nwmcriL  us  to  Ihe  f:fTfcl  winch  mij^t 
be  fttoclucQiI  "iL  th«  Ament4't  pfopie  byihc  adviDK  of  the  Untith  mtniftf^ 
in  Lord  Nof^'a  propo^iCiorm,  In  a  icplr  tQ  Gcitcntl  Wuhin££oik'i  cJi^^lIu 
IclECT,  asklne  ihc  Ldvlcc  cf  tlir  General  cfflcei»  respecting  t  pUn  of  the  Cftm- 
pbign,  the  MBrquts  de  L.AfayeIt«  imicd.  At  HAtoiu  for  ngof^oi  meMurM,  tho 
dpcLted  rcinrar«iDdLli  vf  Ibc  enemy,  *)id  the  tpprOHchitiK  vnvjij  of  thrcv 
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be  fairly  supposed,  that  she  will  hesitate  a  moment  to 
declare  war,  if  she  is  given  to  understand,  in  a  proper 
manner,  that  a  reunion  of  the  two  countries  may  be 
the  consequence  of  procrastination.  A  European 
war  and  a  Eiu-opean  alliance  would  eftectually  answer 
our  purposes.  If  the  step  I  now  mention  should  be 
eligible,  despatches  ought  to  be  sent  at  once  by  dif- 
ferent conveyances,  for  fear  of  accidents.  I  confess, 
it  appears  to  me  a  me^ure  oi  this  kind  could  not  but 
be  productive  of  the  most  salutary-  consequences.  If 
possible,  I  should  also  suppose  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  obtain  good  intelligence  from  England,  pointing 
out  the  true  springs  of  this  manccuvrc  of  ministry ; 
the  preparations  of  force  they  are  making;  the  pros- 
pects  there  are  of  raising  it ;  the  amount,  and  when 
it  may  be  expected. 

It  really  seems  to  me,  from  a  comprehensive  view 

<aatti»JonerE.  "  whom  I  tttr."  ibid  he.  '^  mtm  tkan  tea  ttiouun^  m«D.*' — 

Gcnpnl  Waihlngiun  hiiniclf,  in  i  ktrtr  ta  hit  brntlwr,  wriiren  a  few  t\nyi 

inJ]  flr^tuirc."  \k  o1>«crvii^  "  all  tbcikillt  wudmi.  nml  pdicT^f  the  but  tbilllm 
ol  ih«e  ^ra[^4  Tc  msniif^  ihe  helm,  and  ft»r  nilh  judjfncnt  lo  the  tiiren  of 
ou'  iruli«»  ihruugh  ^^  many  bhtlvfi  uid  r^kb  »  "ill  be  thrown  id  oitf  way, 
TliJih.  HKiEc  Ibjiu  vYci,  i>  lIjc  time  tvi  Cdijfreu  tu  be  AQcd  vHb  the  Cnl  div«c< 
in>fii(im  rvrrjr  Staie.  Instc^td  of  h*vEn£  »  itiinabrmhlj'.aDft  mjifiy  Stj»r«  tnlvlJy 
bnKprm«nted.  u  it  tht  aus  xt  prtHnr,  I  hxvt  cftcn  rt|;Tctt«d  ch^  pfrnicioiit, 
%vd  what  4ppMti  lo  Die  Ubil  poUcj  oi  htnne  ouf  abJoit  min  cn^-Ki^c^J  b  Ihe 
fonnillon  of  Ihfi  ta(\fw  Lor^l  cnvpniiticnii,  and  rillm^  nflSm  in  thrii  mprcttvc 
SuiH,  IcAvtng  Ihe  gml  nmiocal  cf^nrvrn  (»>n  which  Ihe  tuptnlnjdaft  of  ikU 
And  every  <tt  Ihcuk  jkhkcJuidy  dcpeiid».  ind  >h1i1iouI  which  ncne  c^a  uiM«)  to 
lie  niAiiiifex!  b^  mt-ii  of  iikuc  cuniriiiird  ■hlUtict-  tmleed,  tfauieit  *  ilbUim 
fr^m  tli«  erti  of  war  Jir'  in  tach  petftct  tr^n^aillity,  lliflt  Ihoy  conceive  lh«  djf* 
putc  lo  be  in  a  manitcr  4l  «n<iid  ;  And  tl>cK  near  JE  dn»du*iT<cieit<  ihfildi^ 
oaly  tcfve  M  cmbaituuneau.  BcIwcfil  the  lvu.  thctcfiirr.  umc  slips  wap 
vitbonl  Ihe  neccuiry  moinc  for  operibg  Ue  CAapiigia  la  lOfoit  or  vrlth  pi<»> 
prietT," 
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of  things,  that  a  period  is  fast  approaching,  big  with 
events  of  the  most  interesting  importance;  when  the 
counseb  we  pursue,  and  the  part  wc  act,  may  lead 
decisively  to  liberty  or  to  slavfrry.  IJndci'  this  idea, 
I  cannot  but  regret  chat  inactivity,  that  iniittention, 
that  want  of  something,  which  unhappily  1  have  but 
too  often  experienced  in  our  public  affairs.  I  wish 
that  our  representation  in  Congress  was  complete 
and  full  from  evcrj*  State,  and  that  it  was  formed  of 
the  first  abilities  among  us.  Whether  we  continue 
to  war  or  proceed  to  negotiate,  the  wisdom  of  Amer- 
ica in  council  cannot  be  too  ^cat.  Our  situation  will 
be  truly  delicate.  To  enter  into  a  ne^oliation  too 
hastily,  or  to  reject  it  altogether,  may  be  attended 
with  consequences  equally  fatal.  The  wishes  of  the 
people,  seldom  founded  in  deep  disquisitions,  or  re- 
sulting from  other  reasonings  than  their  present 
feelings,  may  rot  entirely  accord  with  our  true  policy 
and  interest.  If  tliey  do  not,  to  observe  a  proper 
line  of  conduct  for  promoting  the  one,  and  avoiding 
offence  to  the  other,  will  be  a  work  of  great  difficulty. 
Nothing  short  of  independence.  It  appears  to  me, 
can  possibly  do.  A  peace  on  other  terms  would,  it  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression,  be  a  peace  of  war. 
The  injuries  we  have  received  from  the  British  nation 
were  so  unprovoked,  and  have  been  so  great  and  so 
many,  that  they  can  never  be  forgotten.  Besides  the 
feuds,  the  jealousies,  the  animosities,  that  would  ever 
attend  a  union  with  them ;  besides  the  importance 
the  advantages,  we  should  derive  from  an  unrestricted 
commerce;  our  fidelity  as  a  people,  our  gratitude^ 
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our  character  as  men.  are  opposed  to  a  coalition  with 
them  as  subjects,  but  in  case  of  the  last  e^trcmity- 
Were  we  easily  to  accede  to  terms  of  dependence,  no 
nation,  upon  future  occasions,  let  the  oppressions  of 
Rritain  be  never  so  flagrant  ami  unjusl,  would  inter* 
pose  for  our  relief ;  or,  ai  most,  they  would  do  it 
with  a  cautious  reluctance^  and  upon  conditions  most 
probably  that  would  be  hard,  if  not  dishonorable  to 
us,  France,  by  her  supplies,  has  saved  us  from  the 
yoke  thus  far  ;  and  a  wise  and  virtuous  perseverance 
would,  and  [  trust  will,  free  ua  entirely. 

I  have  sent  Congress  Lord  Norths  speech,  and 
the  two  bills  offered  by  him  to  Parliament-  They 
are  spreading  fast  through  the  country,  and  tvill  soon 
become  a  subject  of  general  notoriety,  I  therefore 
think  they  had  best  be  published  in  our  papers,  and 
persons  of  leisure  and  ability  sr»t  to  work  to  counter* 
act  the  impressions  they  may  make  on  the  mind^  of 
tlie  people 

Before  I  conclude,  there  are  one  or  two  points 
more,  upon  which  I  will  add  an  observation  or  two. 
The  first  IS.  the  indecision  of  Congress  and  the  delay 
used  in  cominj^  to  determinations  on  matters  referred 
to  them.  This  is  productive  of  a  variety  of  incon- 
veniences; and  an  early  decision,  in  many  cases, 
though  it  should  be  a^rain^^t  the  measure  submitted, 
would  be  attended  with  less  pernicious  effects.  Some 
new  plan  might  then  be  tried :  but,  while  the  matter 
is  held  in  suspense,  nothing  can  be  attempted.  The 
other  point  is,  the/Mi?»fv.  which  Congress  unhappily 
entertain  of  the  anny,  and  which,  if  reports  are  right, 
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some  members  labor  to  establish-  You  may  be  as- 
sured, there  is  nothing  more  injurious,  or  more 
unjustly  founded.  This  jealousy  stands  upon  the 
commonly  received  opinion,  which  under  proper  limi- 
tations is  certainly  true,  that  standing  armies  are 
dangerous  to  a  State,  and  from  forming  the  same 
conclusion  of  the  conipont^iit  paitsof  alK  though  they 
are  totally  dissimilar  in  their  nature.  The  prejudices 
in  other  countries  have  only  gone  to  them  in  time  of 
p€a£€,  and  these  from  their  not  having  in  general 
cases  any  of  the  ties,  the  concems,  or  interests  of 
citizens,  or  any  other  dependence,  than  what  flowed 
from  their  military  cnnploy  ;  in  short,  from  their  being 
mercenaries,  hirelings.  It  is  our  policy  to  be  preju- 
diced against  them  in  time  of  tuar;  &  though  they 
are  citizens,  having  all  the  ttes  and  interests  of  clti* 
zcns,  and  in  most  cases  property  totally  unconnected 
with  the  military  line. 

If  wc  wouhl  pursue  a  right  system  of  policy,  in  my 
opinion,  there  should  be  none  of  these  distinctions. 
We  should  all  be  considered.  Congress  and  army,  as 
one  people,  embarked  in  one  cause,  in  one  interest ; 
acting  on  the  same  principle,  and  to  the  same  end. 
The  distinction,  the  jealousies  set  up,  or  perhaps 
only  incautiously  let  out,  can  answer  not  a  single 
good  purpose.  They  are  impolitic  in  the  extreme. 
Among  individuals  the  most  certain  way  to  make  a 
man  your  enemy  is  to  tell  htm  you  esteem  him  such. 
So  with  public  bodies;  and  the  very  jealousy,  which 
the  narrow  politics  of  some  may  affect  to  entertain  of 
the  army,   in   order  to  a  due  subordination  to  the 
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:«uprcme  civil  authority,  is  a  likely  mean  to  produce 
a  contrary  effect ;  to  incline  it  to  the  pursuit  of  those 
measures,  which  they  may  wish  it  to  avoid.  It  is 
unjust,  because  no  order  of  men  in  the  Thirteen 
States  has  paid  ^  more  sanctimonious  regard  to  their 
proceedings  than  the  army ;  and  indeed  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  there  has  been  that  scrupulous 
adherence  had  to  them  by  any  other,  for  without 
arrogance  or  the  smallest  deviation  from  truth  it  may 
be  said,  that  no  history  now  extant  can  furnish  an 
instance  of  an  army's  suffering  such  uncommon  hard- 
ships as  ours  has  done,  and  bearing  them  with  the 
»ame  patience  and  fortitude.  To  sec  men,  without 
clothes  to  cover  their  nakedness,  without  blankets  to 
lie  on,  without  shoes,  by  which  their  marches  might 
be  traced  by  the  blood  from  their  feet,  and  almost  as 
often  without  provisions  a*4  with  them,  marching 
through  the  frost  and  snow,  and  at  Christmas  taking 
up  their  winter-quarters  within  a  day's  march  of  the 
enemy,  without  a  house  or  hut  to  cover  them,  till 
they  could  be  built,  and  submitting  to  it  without  a 
murmun  is  a  proof  of  patience  and  obedience,  which 
in  my  opinion  can  scarce  be  paralleled. 

There  may  hnve  been  some  remonstrances  or  ap- 
plic^ions  to  Congress,  in  the  style  of  complaint,  from 
the  army,  and  slaves  indeed  should  wc  be,  if  this 
privilege  were  denied,  on  account  of  their  proceedings 
in  particular  instances;  but  these  will  not  authorize 
nor  even  excuse  a  jealousy,  that  they  are  therefore 
aiming  at  unreasonable  powers,  or  making  strides 
dangerous  or  subversive  of  civil  authority.     Things 
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•should  not  be  viewed  in  that  light,  more  especially 
as  Congress  in  some  cases  have  reHeved  the  Injuries 
complairied  of.  &  which  had  flowed  from  their  own  acts. 
I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  yourself  and  Colo.  Lee 
whicli  accompanies  this  upon  the  subject  of  money 
for  such  ol  the  old  Virginia  troops  as  have  or  may 
rcinlist 

In  respect  to  the  volunteer  plan.  T  scarce  know 
what  opinion  to  give  at  this  time.  The  propriety  of 
a  requisition  on  this  head  will  depend  altogether  on 
our  operations  Such  kind  of  troops  should  not  be 
called  for,  but  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  at 
the  moment  of  executing  an  enterprise.  They  will 
not  endure  a  long  service;  and,  of  all  men  in  the 
military  line,  they  are  the  most  impatient  of  restraint 
and  necessary  government- 

As  the  propositions  and  the  speech  of  Lord  North 
mvist  be  founded  in  the  despair  of  the  nation  of  suc- 
ceeding against  us  ;  or  from  a  rupture  in  Europe, 
that  has  actually  happened,  or  certtiinly  will  happen ;  * 
or  from  some  deep  political  manoiuvrc ;  or  from  what 


^  ThJ>c«rLJ«mn  w»  well  fouodMl.  Th«re  it  no  room  to  donbi  ihu.  when 
the  COTioiUator^  Dtlls  were  branghL  bcfurc  Pailiamcnt  bjr  Lortl  \c*th.  Ittt 
iiiiiiulfv  ncrt  <u(ivIuccU  d  ucifolUc^uii  wtu  i^ciiJiEii:  bctwcfi»  Lhc  FicblIi  i«ajt 
ami  The  American  cflmniisnimipr*-  DuTiin:  iKp  iUli4t(?  (F*hni*iv  l7lh).  Add  la 
nplj'  to  Lorcl  Nfinh'i  >,peecti,  Mr-  1>nx  bl^jmnd,  apnn  informalicn  on  whioh 
rtrliELiico  m^i-lil  b«  pUccil^  ihnit  i  Ircalr  had  alreaiiy  (■mi  iiifaeJ  \  tad  Hhen  (be 
quncinn  was  pvi-t^rd  b>'  Mr.  limivUlc  apan  I^nl  Sonh,  h?  Huwcrrd,  ' '  that 
h«  oauld  not  uy  fjom  authority  ihAt  the  tfOAty  Alludetl  la  mai  lignctl ;  (hM, 
IndccJ,  i(  mu  ^ulUc,  nuv  Ii^j  tiruWLIc,  bul  irul  auLlicrj1J<AtRl  try  iJie  aivba*- 
«a(lar."— Almon*  PivhatRmtaty  J^tj^iti^,  viil.  viii.^  ppn  jfif,  Jfig.  Th*  <|im. 
tiitn  how  the  ItittiGli  w«rc  inform nd  vA  th*  tignieg  of  th«  trt*!}  bffor*  Itit 
formal  notice  oi  ihv  Ficuch  ministcip  led  to  «  achotiit  il^afulc  friucutg  Uk 
Americui  commktiimfrn  ni  I'arli. 
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I  think  still  more  likely,  a  composition  of  the  whole, 
would  it  not  be  good  policy,  in  this  d^y  of  uncertainty 
and  distress  to  the  Tories,  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
occasinn.  and  for  the  several  Stiite*.  to  hold  nut  par- 
don &C.  to  all  delinquents  returning  by  a  certain 
day?*  They  arc  frightened,  and  this  is  the  time  to 
operate  upon  them.  Upon  a  short  consideration  of 
the  matter,  it  appears  to  me,  that  such  a  measure 
would  detach  the  Tories  from  the  enemy,  and  bring 
things  to  a  much  speedier  conclusion,  and  of  course 
be  a  mean  of  saving  much  public  treasure. 

I  will  now  be  done  and  I  trust  that  you  excusei 
not  only  the  length  of  my  letter,  but  the  freedom  with 
which  I  haveddivered  my  sentiments  in  the  course  of 
it  upon  several  occasions.  The  subjects  struck  me  as 
Important  and  interesting,  and  I  have  only  to  wish, 
that  they  may  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light. 

1  am,  dear  Sin  with  great  r^ard.  &c' 


TO    MAjOR-GSNEkAL    MipOUCALL, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  delay  of  the  trnter- 
prise  proposed  by  you,  as  I  am  certain  it  has  been 

'  Thii  Bciiitrc  WM  «idopteJ  b/  Congn*  two  daj*  *ltvT  cbv  4boTt  Ictivi  ■» 
lieu.— ^jrvnuJ!/.  A^irit  i,id, 
■  "  Wilh  fttpocT  In  jriMr  fulur*  tnatrntnl  nf  lh«  Torivt*  tli*  mofl  cFlMrDftl 
VAjof  pni1tinc«  >(op  U>  t^cii  miloroui  |va<li«>  will  U  thnalincfeOiBc  of  Cbv 
DioM  DOtorivu  offendcn  whcmrr  thrf  uc  be  locnil  i  <v  jia^r^rtU  diHttr.  TU* 
trnnrhniy  pviiu\m«»i  LnRicuJ  on  ■  fev  tnii.^n  vill  pFobAbly  itnk*  Uimr  isl^ 
c<bcti  ■oij  ilctcr  (bcni  fiuui  ctjjuAii^t  (l^cmtclva  lo  a  ludiIu  ftic' —  H'mikimc 
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founded  upon  sub^tantta]  reasons.  Congress  having, 
by  their  resolve  of  the  ijth  instant,  directed  General 
Gates  to  resume  the  command  of  the  northern  de- 
partment, and  to  repair  forthwith  to  Fishkill  for  that 
purpose,  I  imagine  he  will  proceed  immediately 
thither  Upon  his  arrival  there,  I  must  desire  you 
to  return  to  this  army  and  take  the  command  of  your 
division,'  As  Colonel  La  Radit:re  and  Colonel 
KosciuEsko  will  never  agi^e,  1  think  it  will  be  best  to 
order  La  Radiire  to  return,  especially  as  you  say 
Kosciuszko  is  better  adapted  to  the  genius  and  temper 
of  the  people. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  upon  the  number  of  valuable 
officers,  who  have  been  oblijjed  to  quit  the  serviceon 
account  of  the  disproportion  between  tlieirpayand 
every  necessary  of  life.  I  do  not  yet  know  what 
Congress  will  determine,  as  to  the  new  arrangement 
and  provision  for  the  army ;  but  if  the  gentlemen 
mentioned  by  you  arc  such  as  wil!  be  an  acquisition 
to  the  service,  I  would  wish  you  to  endeavor  to  pei^ 
suade  them  to  remain  until  they  see  what  Congress 
will  do.  If  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  wait 
till  that  lime,  you  will  see  that  they  are  not  indebted 

'  On  frdng  r<"»ppoltile<l  lo  this  cominuid,  Uener*!  GAtn  VM'lnVHtrf  with 
Citenjiiic  powcTf  (or  complclinc  tlic  wnrka  on  llic  Noith  River,  And  WAa 
"  fluihnHjir']  loArtyon  npfratiriri'i  nealn^t  the  vnuiny  tf  aiij  fartirahlr  Li|j|ior* 
twail^  <houM  otfpr"  Knr  «fteciSng  th»«  paipotc*.  hv  could  r]I  fior  lli« 
vtiGceriaiid  mllirtaoFihc  tiiJ3te«f  New  Vork  tnd  tbc  Eu(«m  Suim.  tl  «tti 
enjoined  uiir>n  him,  however,  in  hia  liiMtitalfVifc.  "nol  lo  undefUikc  my 
cupfldidan  agttiiui  Xom  Vatk,  i^Uhbut  previously  (on^itltinB  the  Uonmuidcf- 
in-<bicf/*  Tho  iji»lnjclion>)  were  drntrn  up  by  n  commilioc  of  Conj|fCki,  4J 
whkh  Gouvtruncur  Morris  U'ls  ch^Lnnan  :  lUid  csniton  mnu  tohair«boca  a»d 
(o  guard  agHJinl  0  rtvivi^l  of  ihe  diJIicuItiM  vhicb  had  ncvallf  thnMmad  iL* 
pcACC  of  the  arm^t  ^  not  ibc  xifciy  oC  the  uxintry. 
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H       to  their  regiments  or  to  the  public,  and  give  them 


TO   MAJOR'ti&NCRAL  CHARLES  LEE. 

VAiijnf  PoMoi,  n  April,  177*, 


Dear  Sir, 

Mr  Boudinotj  at  Commissary  Loring's  request,  met 
him  at  Gcrmantown  yesterday;  from  whence  he  is 
juftt  returned,  after  having  agreed  on  a  final  cxcliange 
of  yourself  and  other  officers,  with  that  genilemaru 
That  delay  may  not  produce  danger.  I  shall  send  in  a 
flag  to-morrow  for  your  parole;  when  obtained,  I 
shall  most  cordially  and  sincerely  congratulate  you 
on  your  restoration  to  your  country  and  to  the  army. 
I  could  not  however  refrain,  till  the  happy  event  should 
take  place,  rejoicing  with  you  on  the  probability  of 
it,  nor  from  expressing  my  wish  of  seeing  you  in 
camp,  as  soon  as  you  can  possibly  make  it  convenient 
to  yourself,  after  you  are  perfectly  at  liberty  10  take 
an  active  part  with  us ;  of  which  I  shall  not  delay 
giving  you  the  earliest  notice.  1  have  received  your 
favor  of  the  13th  instant  from  Yorktown.  The  con- 
tents shall  be  the  subject  of  conversation*  when  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  circumstances  to 
mount  your  hobby-horse,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  on 
trial  be  found  quite  so  Uinping  a  jade,  as  the  one  you 
set  out  to  York  on,     I  am.  &a' 

>  Coaaal  L-ee  lud  viitten :  "  t  luirft  tmhil  to  bi^,  VbM  Congms  will 
^Mlbrioi  tba  [Ui^alHLjgn  of  tbv  comtatHMObcn,  viefa  retpeci  10  $,  E<&«r«J 
■niMUIgFof  pTifonm,  of  ftllmtmrT  which  I  tnyvlf  think  funiun  EotlietiuipuK, 
«»4  UiAt  I  vhaU  M>op  b«  At  Ub«nr  n»  lafac  ad  «cliv«  p«n  ;  bur  I  eotiH  with  That 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONCKESS. 

Vauzv  Foans.  sj  April,  !•?»- 

Sir, 

I  t^ke  the  liberty  to  trfin&mit  to  you  a  letter,  vrhich 
1  received  yesterday  from  Governor  Tryon,  enclosing 
the  drafts  of  the  two  biHs  I  forwarded  before*  with 
his  certificate  of  llie  manner  in  wliich  the)-  came  to 
his  hands,  accompanied  by  his  more  extraordinary 
and  impertinent  request,  that,  through  my  means,  the 
conttfiits  should  be  comtnunicated  to  the  ofTicers  and 
men  of  this  army.  This  engine  of  the  ministrj',  from 
Governor  Livingston's  account,  is  vcr>'  industriously 
circulating  copies  of  these  drafts,  in  obedience  to  their 
and  his  royal  master's  mandates.  The  letter  which  I 
enclose,  and  a  triplicate,  came  to  hand  at  one  time ; 
some  future  conveyance,  it  is  probable,  will  present 
me  the  duplicate.' 

tbcy  would  be  «  IjtUc  mora  eipnTltiond.  T  fvtTi«p>  ooght  l;i  m4lt«  vk  Apo^ofT 
to  you  for  ■  liberty  I  have  iEU(«n  ;  imt  II  ii  ii  r^iifdw!  in  %  pwiier  point  o(  rj*w 
[  nm  rn  [lopov  i(  cm  nailhor  b«  cona Jd«vd  a  a(«p  of  indeltcjtc^  Co¥rsrdt  f-oo.  nor 
by  (fcnf  nJ  Hprt<  m  any  vioU»i'>ii  of  the  p4rok  I  >i**t  C^vta. 

"You  mimt  ^now.  (li*T  \\  h*H  fong  bPM  Ihr  object  of  my  irv<llnhmr  to  fotin 
an  srmy  in  (he  mod  nmpte  manner  poKibJt^  1  oDf«  wroit  d  (pahh,  iho*|fc 
T  d^<j  fVA  puLiliih  U.  lui  die  UK  of  ibc  uiililU  of  l£ii|tl4itd.  By  fcadiBf 
MiichJavrt'i  /fltiri/ariVrir,  ami  Mnrnhal  Saic,  T  liav*  tnkm  \\  in«a  my  bra*!,  lli*l 
I  underAranil  it  betL»  Lhjan  Almost  uty  man  livini;.  In  nhort^  1  mn  mour^tio^ 
on  %.  hobby-hoEHC  of  tnjr  qtvd  (nining,  and  ii  mik»  «ivA)r  with  mc*  tndcc^l  1  am 
»o  infiiuatoJ  wlEh  it.  ihai  I  canaoi  fi^rbcu  bouLln^  lu  dcvtloices  on  il 
Oi:csEion«  to  friendfi  and  ancmi«.  You  modt  ckclhc  mc,  iherctom,  tl  1  cOiitd 
not  Eorbcai  rccoiiaii;ciidiii^  ihc  l^canE  lu  aumc  cicoibcn  oE  Cvnificui**-^^^* 
Lttttr,  A|m]  i^lH. 

'  "  Having  t4en  hanoHd  with  hi*  MaJNty"*  iuvtrtctkoai  to  drcvJat*  Ibriiu 
closure 9)  I  uVc  (tiQ  tibfity  locfTci  ibcok  to  you,  fof  four  caudkl  foniMcravIon. 
knd  EC  rKommtnd  tbm  through  ynui  nt»nK,  the  oflitwfi  ftnd  mcD  wndtr  yoaf 
commiFid  laay  be  ac^^uELinted  vilb  llwir  ct>ntcnU,*'^J#7/AVjH  7>7tfii  n^j  WAth- 
iit^ioH.  17  April,  i7vB. 

"  Your  !eItcrof  tlie  I7tb.  tine!  ■  tripUnlc  of  lb<  citn«.  wpp*  fluly  recHvrf. 
E  bad  hiui  (he  pLea«qre  otsHiii^  lh«  drmitiof  Ibo  rvo  bilb,  befort  Lbota  which 
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1  would  also  lake  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  the 
"  Evenings  Post."  No.  475,  which  Governor  Livingston 
was  so  obliging  as  lo  send  ne  yesterday.  Were  we 
not  fully  satisfied,  from  our  experience,  that  there  arc 
no  artifices,  no  measures  too  black  or  wicked  for 
the  enemy  or  their  adherents  to  attempt,  in  order  to 
promote  their  views,  we  might  be  astonished  at  the 
daring  confidence,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  manifested  in  a  publication  of  this  paper, 
purporting  a  resolution  of  CongresSt  of  the  20th  of 
Fcbniarj'.  This  proceeding  is  infamous  to  the  last 
degree,  and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  baneful 
consequences  by  exciting  an  opposition  in  the  people 
10  our  drafting  system,  and  embarrassing  at  least  the 
only  probable  mode  now  left  us  for  raisinf;  men.  [ 
think  it  of  great  importance*  that  the  forgery  should 

■crt  »eiii  by  >ou  CJioe  (o  hflnd ;  inU  1  cm  ■iaurc  ycra  ihcy  irere  iLiOacd  ta 
biTc  A  %t^  currency  unong  itie  ofhffn  i.nd  men  Dn4«r  my  coniTnanl,  in  whuw 
fidcUiy  to  I)k  United  Sutct  1  but  ihc  most  |icrfcct  »q&J?q«.  The  endoocil 
GttMttt.  puUi^hci)  tliE  V^lh  It  VorkL»>iraH  «il]  ibvw  yva,  lluil  ll  !■  Uiv  trUb  «f 
Cnigmt,  Tbii  ihrf  ihoitM  )uv#  an  unrrirnini'l  nrrvlation- 

*'  I  Ukbe  Uic  liberty  (o  Lransmii  lo  ygu  ft  few  priDtc«l  «>^H  of  A  N«a)ut!on  ot 
CaaptucJ  ibc  zjd  UsnikaL,  tnd  to  rcquca  yoo  irlll  be  latuuinaiiiil  in  atni- 
nimioiitng  it*  «ntcntk,  \t>  fit  n  it  Ttiay  he  in  ^rou'  power,  to  Ihe  {ffnAntwha 
■n  the  otijccU  of  iti  openlion.  The  tifnevolcnt  parpoiv  it  \x  inlmdo^  to 
%MMtnt  wiU.  I  pmuAdc  tayHUn  nui^iicntly  remnniPiitl  it  to  juui  candcir-  ^ 

Tbil  «*s  ■  Uir  rttott  di^n  Gcnenor  Tryor^  who  bad  tent  To  Cen^rftl 
Wi>lunctuii  cu|iich  ipj  llic  Ci>LiL:iljiilorjr  13UU.  iiiElk  «  i?j^Lickl  (bil  lie  muulil  df- 
cvIiTb  ihcm-  The  iwlv*^  «iclc»^l  m  l!»i-'  »T»ovt  lDTt»F,  teMfnnienilPil  to  the 
k^iUtai«t  of  live  MVtf«l  Sl«lti,  ov  Eo  iIlc  cxccuiitc  Authohl/  of  tach  Sviv 
p««anitic  tfav  pvwft,  Iq  Ibqc  procUmatioua  cflciinc  p«rd«i,  andci  ucruia 
ip«dfitil  hmiTittioni  uid  mtrtctloni,  "  To  iiich  of  (heti  inhfcbilinrt  or  nib>Mk 
41  b«dleviM  WAT  a£4tn>l  mayoi  the  tiuie*,  or  adhered  to,  ■Med.of  Ab«fl«dthe 
aieDir.  JUid  «»liu  ihoblJ  >u(Ttudei  tlicnMcltcA  to  miy  civil  Oi  BiEUuty  uAcxt  ia 
«nj  of  th*  SCB^f*.  tnd  return  bo  lb«  Suii>  In  whicb  thry  belong  b«ten  Ibe  lolh 
ol  Jane."  Thi*  Maotv*  «U  n^gvilvd  by  •  bivc  la  C«n«rel  Wubiof^OD**  Ivtlv 
oi  ibc  2M  ol  A|tftl  to  Ur.  BtsfaMcr. 
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be  announced  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  am  the 
more  tntlviccd  to  this  opinion  from  Governor  Living- 
ston's account  of  th<:  disagreeable  o{>cration  it  has 
had,  and  is  still  Ukely  to  produce,  if  not  contradicted. 
If  it  is,  and  with  a  few  strictures,  1  should  hope  that 
It  will  excite  in  the  breasts  of  all  our  countrymen  a 
just  and  generous  contempt  of  the  enemy  for  %uch  a 
dirty,  wicked  proceeding. 

I  was  last  niyht  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
iSth  ingtant,  with  the  proceedings  alluded  to.  A 
general  plan  of  operations  for  the  compaign  is  in- 
dispensably essential  to  be  settled,  I  have  thought 
much  upon  the  subject ;  and  some  propositions 
respecting  it  were  put  in  the  hands  of  all  the  gen- 
eral officers  here  on  Tuesday  evening  for  their  con- 
sideration. I  also  intended  to  send  a  messenger  this 
day  to  meet  General  Gates,  supposing  him  to  be  on 
his  way  to  Hudson's  River,  and  to  request  his  call  at 
this  camp,  that  we  might  enter  into  a  full  and  free 
discussion  of  the  point  There  is  not  a  moment  to 
be  delayed  in  forming  some  general  system,  in  my 
opinion  ;  and  I  only  wait  the  arrival  of  Generals 
Gates  and  Mifflin  to  summon  a  courtcU  for  the 
purpose-     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c- 

P-S. — It  is  confidently  reported,  and  I  have  little 
doubt  of  tlic  truth  of  it,  that  Sir  William  Howe  is  re- 
called, and  that  General  Clinton  is  to  succeed  him  in 
the  command,'     1  have  also  the  pleasure  to  trans- 


I 


■  Lord  George  GcrmKiiiG'^  Ltticr  (a  GcncrRl  llnwc.  Bl^Sfrine  Kis  Majeny't 

flC^uiHceiiM  in  hii  nqiicHF  la  bo  rTl1ev«d  from  the  commsDil,  w««<1jit«l  Kehru- 
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niit  a  liiit  of  sundry  officers  exchanged  on  the  21st 


I 


to  couverneuk  morris,  in  congress. 

Deaa  Sir, 

1  received  your  obliging  favor  of  the  i8th  instant 
yesterday  evening.  1  thank  you  much  for  the  cx- 
planator)*  hints  it  contains,  and  could  have  wished  it 
had  come  to  hand  a  little  sooner.  I  have  many 
thing*i  to  say  to  you,  but  as  the  express,  who  will 
deliver  you  this,  is  going  with  despatches^  that  will 
not  admit  of  delay.  I  shall  content  myself  with  taking 
notice  of  one  matter,  that  appears  to  me  to  require 
immediate  remedy,' 

The  resolution  of  Congress  directs  the  coundl  to 
be  formed  of  major-generals  and  the  chief  engineer, 
who,  you  say,  is  to  be  a  member  offitialiy.  By  this 
the  commanding  ofhcer  of  artillery  is   negatively 

lusiruciioiEu  10  Sir  Hrary  Cllnusn  u  hii  mntaor*  Thv  Ittier  wai  rrcd^vd  b]r 
blr  V^illlam  Howe  on  lt«  91  h  al  Affile 

'  Rc«d  in  CeotniQ.  Apiil  t^\\\.     Rdc»ri}  to  Dnfton,  Monii,  and  Dum. 

*  Fr^m  £HfHt<frnrvr  Mawrit'  t.fttir--'"'  We  have  dvienatned  la  lend  Qitel 
|A  HndtDn't  KiT*r,  vtirr*  hr  u  lo  command  vrry  Im^ly.  Hut  be  it  lo  r*(«ivt 
iDitfUClbn*,  which  ilull  b«  pfopci.  VouVfcdinctrdtooll  lEoiiDcilof  majtf* 
gnttrcU.  in  whkh  Ibe  cKLet  cnicincn  is  cjficiaitjt  [o  be  ■  tnanbcr.  eixl  co  vhkh. 
\ff  %  cnbH^ent  moJQttAB.  GcncrfttA  Liaiet  ■□<!  Uitlttn  were  rfiffwik  la  icpaii^ 
A>  ihtat  icBlXcaicn  OBcht  aol  Lo  receive  ordcn  MM*i^dV*/ir^  Iroiu  CoD|;rc4,  ihcj 
Mtv.  u  yuu  will  «re.  |irmiit(nl  in  Irivr  (lie  HEiarl(iriiV»ru|ion  jvwrgrder,  Ttiia 

"  A|a9pa«h  of  7W1  cokiocJ  of  V4r.  ShoaM  jvu  dctcmunc  on  ifir  lliinEp 
vhkh>  comfdciinc  the  oaunc  at  hiim*n  alTeiv,  b,  1  cnnloa,  nthef  linpiutrttite, 
IH  CoD|^q  know  nothing  atjoat  it.  A  Bfcret  ihonM  n«ei  be  tnutc<]  (o  miny 
boBOnu.  I  will  foridl  uqr  thingt  ocei>t  lepaUtiaa.  th^l  it  vitl  not  be  vcU 
kc$il.  even  by  thow  ncccHuUj  coQlUed  |ii,"^Aprit  iSih.    Sec  thv  whute 
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excluded,  who,  by  the  practice  of  armies,  and  from  ^^ 
the  very  nature  of  his  appointment,  is  more  offiaaUy 
a  member  than  the  other.  According  to  my  ideas, 
both  or  neither  ought  to  be  there  ;  or,  if  an  ufHcial 
preference  is  due  to  one  more  than  the  other,  it  is  to 
the  commander  in  the  artillery  line.  1  do  not  know 
what  motivcrs  induced  the  discrimination  In  this  in- 
stance ;  but  I  should  suppose  it  will  at  least  be  felt ; 
and  1  will  further  add,  though  prejudices  may  be 
entertained  by  some  against  General  Knox,  ihere 
is  no  department  in  the  army,  that  has  been  con- 
ducted with  greater  propriety,  or  to  more  advantage, 
than  the  one  in  which  he  presides,  and  owing  princi- 
pally if  not  wholly  to  his  management  Stirdy  what- 
ever  plans  may  be  come  into,  the  artJller)-  will  have 
ro  small  share  in  the  execution. 

You  say,  All  will  yei  be  welL  I  wish  it  heartily  ; 
but  am  much  mistaken,  if  there  arc  noisome  secret 
and  retrograde  springs  in  motion  to  disprove  it.  I 
wish  you  could  announce  the  provision  for  officers 
concluded.  It  seems  to  me  the  basis  of  all  our 
operations.  Resignation  after  resignation  is  taking 
place ;  not  here  only,  but  of  officers  acting  east 
of  Hudson's  River- 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c' 

*  Mr.  Morru  wrole  in  rtply :  "K.not  wiJI  itttfTid  Ibt  CounftL  Coav«y 
hdi  resigned.  4Jid  hit  re^^atii?n  hu  h«a  DhCt:epI«d.  Tltc  tSUat^  of  (be  ftrmy 
«fc  nctch^ril/  tEcliycd  L>  the  ftirctfn  oAoIi^,  ^hlch  hare  broken  In  upon  u*. 
hs  to  Uie  balf-pty,  oifltlerssiind  thui.  The  queaiiooi  have  b*<n  csLrrivd  ;  bat 
hf  on  entry  an  thoinitiutcs  there  lb  iiii  agrccmcnl,  rhil  «  finil  ^ueation  vHaU  (< 
put,  whether  it  br  TmAlly  detcriTiincd  in  Cungrrft.  or  khi  lo  (tie  K^enJ  Suen. 
Wh^  A  moiJon  \\  made  for  Th«  purpnv^,  f hp  ycftt  unti  tw  hltssichVRrti.  Kb<i^ 
IilinJ,  Connccikut,  Jcrsej't  vul  Sovlh  Cuolliia  ;  ihc  xmy%  vlll  be  New  Vork, 
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TO   THE   PRESrDEKT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Vallkv  FriKEiF,  35  April,  1378. 
StR, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress^  that  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  coming,  according  to  intelligence 
received  yesterday  by  a  person  of  Pliiladclphia,  is  con- 
fidently believed ;  and  it  is  there  thought,  that  they 
will  very  soon  arrive/  I  tliink  it  almost  certain  that 
the  mailer  will  not  be  delayed,  as  the  conduct  of  the 
ministry,  in  not  sending  them  immediately  after  tlieir 
former  propositions>  hns  been  much  reprobated,  and 
at*  it  may  be  of  much  importance  to  improve  the  first 
impressions  of  the  people  upon  the  occasion.  Lord 
Amherst,  AJmiral  Keppd,  and  General  Murray,  arc 
&aid  to  be  the  persons  appointed ' ;  and  it  is  likely  they 
are  vested  with  both  civil  and  military  powers.  The  in- 
formation was  through  the  channel  of  a  sensible,  in- 
telligent man,  well  known,  and  of  esteemed  credit 
He  is  connected  with  the  British  army,  having  two 
or  three  brothers  in  jL  I  shall  transmit  the  earliest 
accounts  I  receive  from  time  to  time  on  this  very 
interesting  subject.     1  have  the  honor  to  be*  fikc* 

Muyluid.  ViTEinia.  And  (}eor^^  PmntjImilB  U  In  a  iii1g1>^>  fllraiy  liiuulaQ 
oil  llui  nil^jecT,  hftvkrig  ladccd  ■  mightj'  llifiuv  rcprecentuiDP .  I  vith  bovdtnot 
^crc  bcrc.     DeUwoft  u  ibnent,  who  t«  «t[b  tin ;  u  ii  North  C4ro}jjuL,  al>3  nb- 

W1]#n  thff  quctiinn  wm  paf.  two  wvlci  ■ficrwvitik  vvhHh*r  thu  tuhjfct 
•I  moling  allowBDCf  10  tbc  i>i1^cc(3  after  [be  »u  ihould  be  referred  to  iho 
Kverd  Sui«i.  U  HM  ticditeij  lit  Ebc  nei£>livc.  by  a  vote  nLlcb  ftcondcd  cuui])r 
with  Mr,  Morri*  predidioD,— 7bwntj.[#,  May  Jjlh. 

'  C^tnuiiwioncTi  for  cflniini-  ■  rt>:<nidliiilicm  wiib  ibe  ABwriauu,  ueonJinjc 
lo  tlie  trnor  ut  Lonl  Nanfa'i  Mlli  for  thai  purpotr. 

*  This  inlonntimi.  Id  rcgtnl  to  Ihe  Dome*  of  the  «ninlBB«M«n.  prorvd  f  0  b« 
«nofiooiu. 

*  Rml  In  CO[it[nA.  April  Sfilh,     The  cip«cu£kin»  cif  tbc  ^tiritb  eiEniiOT, 
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TO  OOVERNOft   LXVIKGSTOW, 

Valltv  FoidB.  i£  April.  1779. 

Sir. 

I  received  yestepclay  your  favor  of  the  I5ih  instant 
with  the  papers  alluded  to. 

Your  reasoning,  upon  the  subject  of  deserters  at- 
tending flags,  is  certainly  right,  and  not  to  be  dis- 
puted, Their  appearing  in  that  character  is  an 
addtt!on;i1  crime,  and  ii  is  the  practice  of  war,  in 
such  tni;tances,  founded  in  principles  of  common  rea- 
son and  the  delicacy  of  truces,  to  execute  them  imme- 
diately.  This  is  the  custom  in  general  cases.  How 
far  the  circumstances,  which  attended  the  enlistment 
of  Job  Hetheld,  require  a  discri  mi  nation  in  his  favor, 

in  it^flrd  i.f>  what  they  called  the  CondlUlorir  ProptnilionAH  mij  ba  Uileitfd 
from  l.drd  Oitnrg*  G«nnatn»'«  letter  on  th#  «ubj«c1  \tt  ^r  ll«tir]r  C]ini«B«  in 
nhichbo  BAf* : 

^*  M  ilLfltlje  [rue,  vhLdi  Uu  ticeii  rcpe&tvdl)!  lUcbred  by  dtc  cul<mitl  ftu«Pi- 
bliM,  mil  i*  ttlll  *Meri«l  by  muny  pcrwft*,  who  preiandtob*  »eU  inlormed  a( 
the  JuipofeitioikP  of  II1C  inhkbitHots^  Ihst  the  gencmlitj'  vl^e  people  de^rc  iwth- 
Int;  inorr,  th*ii  ■  fd-lJ  security  For  tha  mjayniviit  uf  all  (Ldi  Hgbti  and  libtriMi 
under  th*  Xnlnh  r-^n rtltvtifln,  ih««  cmn  hp  no  town  W  <lotibr«  thai  Ih?  gT4i«f* 
ou»  lcriQ9  now  held  out  <a  Ihcm  will  be  flAdly  tm}>r«f«<l.  and  ihet  *  ncgoda- 
timt  will  kmmrdliiccly  take  pUcc  upon  Ihe  ArrJv«]  of  ihr  new  ^onimih^on.  And 
lio  hA  Inr  nrlrthwd  hffnfr  fhe*n40fi  will  admil  of  miUlarfiifierfliinn*.  *i  ro  m- 
^ncdcj  tbo  neccwiy  <t(  aaothcr  c&mpaJfpL.  &>  speedy  aitd  hflppy  e  tenpiam' 
dun  uf  (he  xvur  cvuU  aol  fail  Lo|[niiJfy  ifae  Kln£.  u  Ihe  pencr,  pnMpcntf.  «sd 
hippinrm  of  all  hu  »iihj*cTi  h»VP  ^ Tel  bf  tn  hi(  mo»t  ardcnl  wi*lu"— *Vi  /rf- 
/(r»  WhilehjLlL.  Mari:h  Sth, 

tiiiiLniLliiJiih  tvcic  4C  (he  mutiG  lime  LinniiiuiiicjileLl,  lliiu«  iu  ciac  Ihcmtleiiipl 
al  ;i  rei-nnciUatirtii  A\A  110I  Huccrd,  thr  wnrwai  Co  he  pnuvmrAd  uitb  vifnT^iiDd 
A  pinn  for  t>L«  caoLpaijjpi  wfei  lu^^RoiIeti.  Fitc  dAyiafl^r  the  4lti w  l«tt«r  wu 
vrrlLtcciH  Ihp  FicDch  ambiuudor  mudc  luwwn  10  the  BrilUb  cfl^blnet,  ihnt, 
Iremlj'  hid  b«en  tigned  b«lween  the  French  goremmMil  ind  the  ccDuniuioiu 
en  frora  tlic  UdiLckI  Sutck  The  imlnicticia  to  Hie  Henry  CUnton  vcrc  tlwTi 
evriiliiiU}'  Altered,  Tliene  fitb  icntter  it  pfufmUe,  ilwt  U>e  Brttiali  Diinutcr« 
ha<)  UAF  po<hiv?  krK>wtedge  of  Th*  iLij;nitinv>  of  ihp  Tteity,  befcfe  it  wt<  com- 
nunicat^  by  Xhs  Frerch  BmbiBaudaf,  ellhaugh  they  undauMcdlj  h^d  ilron;^ 
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is  a  point  perhaps  of  some  difficulty.  1  find,  by  in- 
quiry of  General  Maxwell,  that  he  was  enlisted 
and  sworn  ;  but  that  there  was  a  sort  of  coercion, 
which  might  distinguish  it  from  an  act  perfectly  free 
and  voluntary.  Upon  the  whole.  I  think  his  deten- 
tion and  confmenicnt  justifiable,  which  I  wovild  jirefer 
to  capital  punishment.  At  the  same  time,  you  will 
permit  mc  to  observe,  that,  from  the  expediency  of 
flags,  and  the  necessity  of  such  an  intercourse  be- 
tween warring  powers,  it  is  the  constant  usage  for  the 
party  detaining,  executing,  &c.,  to  inform  the  other 
sjde  of  the  reasons. 

I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  commit  to  your  care 
a  letter  for  Major-Gcneral  Tryon,  which  you  will  l>e 
pleased  to  ^end  by  a  flag  to  Staten  Islsnd,  or  to  such 
Other  post  as  you  may  deem  most  proper  I  trans- 
mit you  a  copy  of  our  correspondence,  which  on 
his  part  Is  pretty  similar,  it  is  probable,  to  his  ad- 
dresses to  your  officers.  Determined  that  I  should 
get  some  of  hia  obliging  letters,  he  made  out  a  ftrst. 
a  second,  and  a  third,  all  of  the  same  tenor  and  date. 
I  am  persuaded  you  will  be  under  some  difficulty, 
which  to  admire  most,  his  impertinence  or  his  folly. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c' 


*"Tbc  rnujiicoof  mUIdj;  ftucl  cfra&ainiE  l3iv  HaaJt  to  Amcriu  in  llhe  diil 

4ft«Dy:  from  wlUch  I  belirrc  il  wlU  nolb?  ttj  Xo  in»k«  irifindvfaft,  Thvir 
«bicct  Ib  lo  dvlcr  incrk  f  luui  Ukiajc  id  mkiU^  «fiil  IcvdinK  p*^  ^'^  ™u  covern- 
noiu,  Oic  Una  ««u1)]Kh]»enr  or  whtfh  Ibcy  foreiee  wdl  be  ftud  to  thetr  rkiri. 
Whccbdi  Ihi  ntuan  ai  »t<uhiie  ttuir  irtndt  witli  nt.  (0  n4«cm  flurfe  ib  tbdr 
power,  would  put  «  sLop  totbt  pfwtjot.  i*  <jiiKnt<l^  doulitfuL  TEurcuv  fcv 
pfnoot  ftmong  tu  whom  they  rtiMiii  of  ^itrlidcnt  iuiicrUDn  la  dwbt  oa 
Hivir  4<nunifn>ffi  inyihiDgvbichlheylMk  up^tn  »«dv«QclTrof  IhtiriittcvO.** 
•"  \i^AiAintion  tt  Sttmaui  Ck^tf,  ^1  April,  in^v 


5<>o 


THE  WHITINGS  OF 


[tJ7« 


TO   TUB   TRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Vauzv  Fokcx,  37  Apill,  1; 
SiK, 

]  had  the  honor  yesterday  afternoon  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  24th.  continued  to  the  35th,  with  its 
important  enclosures*  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  fresh  instance  of 
confidence  manifested  in  their  resolution  of  the  23d, 
and  other  proceedings ;  and  they  may  rest  assured, 
that  whatever  powers  are  trusted  to  mc  !Jial!  be  in- 
variably directed  to  promote  the  interests  of  these 
States,  If  in  any  case  there  should  be  a  misapplica- 
tion  or  a  failure  in  the  execution,  it  will  be  the  effect 
of  mistake  and  not  of  design.  I  shall  take  meafiures 
for  distributing  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Lord 
North's  bills,  and  the  resolution  of  the  23d,  inviting 
delinquents  to  return  to  their  allegiance  and  to  the 
protection  of  these  States.'  This  proceeding  appears 
to  me  founded  in  great  good  policy  ;  and  I  s)io<i1d 
hope,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  many  valuable 
consequences;  but  this  can  only  be  proved  by  the 
evenL 


>  Tbe  ilrift  al  tb«  CondZialDi^  (fiUi,  c^mtuunictred  (a  Coogrwi  in  Ovnini 
WuIiipgioTi'i  Icitcr  of  the  tSlh,  wsa  referred  lr>4  commintf  of  tlim.  coausl' 
iniE  uf  Goiivcinea;  M'lrrlB,  Drayion.  and  Djuu.  The  bills  wcrv  regarded  » 
g»iiiiinr<  hj  ihp  camtnTrtpc,  «no]}'z?d,  aimincd  in  Ih«iT  variou«  pirli,  Kod  («d- 
fUrcd  LJuoughout  AA  totfl.1ly  Lnadc<|aM«  lo  the  cipccuciofi*  of  tbc  Amcricaori 
uid  Li  a(ToTiIixL£  QO  igliU  babb  for  a  rrcondliittion.  The  rtpoti.  njuTbin^ 
tbCkD  ftrntimeixlf^  w9£  itihfiiikn^[l  by  Congml,  and  tuncnimMitly  fido|^tl>d■  II 
eoftuinn  th«  c]edflmiL>n»  "  ihnt  tbM«  Unilvd  SlAlfrs  cianol  with  piopnety  hold 
arif  cuDfucncp  or  [fcaij  wtth  nny  Ci^mmJsiionrr,  onthp  pan  df  GrcM  BrtUln, 
unlest  thejr  ihall,  as  a  pTchmmfiry  rhcTcta.  fithcr  withdt^w  ihcir  inta  and 
«nnLc»4  CI  cbe  in  iKinJUvc  »id  cipK:«4  (ernu  nclcnoM'lccIj^c  \\\z  indepcndcnco  of 
the  laid  Siatfb/'  Tlic  rcpuri  wbj  drawn  up  liy  Gaqvpinour  M<nTi9^^/piin«tf/j, 
Appl  larf. 
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Though  I  wish  most  heartily  for  the  aid  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  in  council  and  upon  every  other  occasion, 
yet»  as  the  time  of  his  return  is  unctrrtain,  or  at  least 
it  will  be  several  days  before  it  takes  place,  and  as  it 
seems  to  mc,  that  there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose  in 
forming  some  general  system  for  our  operations,  I 
should  think  it  inexpedient  for  General  Gates  to 
delay  coming  to  camp  till  his  arrival.'  After  a  plan 
is  digested,  there  will  be  a  great  dea!  of  time  ex- 
pended before  things  will  be  in  a  proper  train  for 
execution.  The  season  is  fast  advancing  and  the 
period,  which  may  be  most  favorable  for  any  designs 
we  may  form^  wQI  presently  arrive, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit  an  Extract  of 
a  Letter  from  Genl.  Heath,  which  will  shew  Con* 
gress,  that  he  is  pressed  on  all  sides  for  monej-. 
Governor  Livingston  too  is  apprehensive,  he  will  be 
under  embarrassments  on  account  of  ihe  purchase  of 
Horses,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.  Thdr  Letter  to  him,  by  some  means, 
has  been  mislaid  in  the  Assembly,  and  he  doef£  not 
know  exactly,  the  mode  prescribed  for  the  payment. 
I  cannot  inform  him  myself,  or  do  what  perhaps  is 
more  necessary,  furnish  him  with  money,  and  lh(^rc- 


thniili]  \ir  vEIInl  for  ih"  pr«*ii<  c*inpaipft.  ind  prtcviving  Ehal  Ccingrna  1i«t« 
bcvq  pkiMod  IQ  Appoint  jou  lo  comnund  on  (he  Norih  RI'Ct,  I  un  to  requctl 
f9ii,  ti  jrou  Uiould  net  jjnJ  JL  tixt  loconreaicnt)  lliU  fuu  trill  uiftke  a  di|;Ki«ka 
(roDi  jour  roele  rhlih«r.  and  fdror  nc  v^lh  «  all  ■!  (bia  amp,  Uml  w*  nay 
tA\vt  vponadivBwoD  of  the  point,  ind  form  nmc  fcncrftl  i^nUm.  Tb<  pro- 
piiciy  v(  ^U  mniun,  panlcu^ulj'  «t  tUi  tdviaced  p«hod.  vitl  t«  10  obrloat 
lo^d,  Ihai  it  ii  uiiiiac«iW7  Ii>«d4  upon  IfctiiihjKt. " — H'Aikfm^tm  U  Maf*r^ 
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fore  hope  that  Congress  or  the  Committee  will.  I 
have  written  Major-General  Tryon  a  few  lines  in 
answer  to  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO   MAJOK-GENERAL   HEATH< 

Vauhv  FotOE.  34  ApnL  1770* 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  two  favors  of  the  6th  &  i3ih  instant  have 
been  duly  received. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  General  Burgoync  Is  gone, 
and  I  wish  his  departure  had  been  much  earlier.  At 
the  time  of  his  capture,  he  certainly  must  have  enters 
tained  very  favorable  impressions  of  our  force,  and 
perhaps  in  point  of  good  policy  he  should  have  been 
allowed  to  depart,  before  they  were  in  the  smallest 
degree  done  away,  and  before  he  could  have  obtained 
any  accurate  ideas  of  our  affairs.  He  must  yet,  in 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  speak  largely  of  our 
powers.     *     •     « 

It  is  astonishing  that  officers  will,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  my  recruiting  in- 
structions, and  the  most  evident  principles  of  policy, 
founded  in  experience,  persevere  in  enlisting  desert- 
ers from  the  British  army.  Supposing  tt  might  be 
done  in  any  case,  yet  ihereis  every  possible  objection 

to  the  measure  in  the  instance  of  deserters  from  Gerv 

• 

eral  Burgoyne's  army,     These  troops  did  not  origi* 
nally  come  into  our  hand^  through  choice  :  ihey  were 

1  RcHcJ  tQ  Ci>ii|j;T«^,  April  fl^tb. 
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conquered,  brought  to  our  possession  by  compulsion. 
Those  apprehensive  of  punishment,  in  case  of  return, 
which  may  operate  on  the  minds  of  d^seriers,  they 
feci  nothing  of.  So  far  from  the  most  distant  chance 
of  punishment,  they  will  be  applauded  by  the  com* 
mander  of  tlie  British  arrny  for  their  fidelity  and  at- 
tachment to  their  princCt  and  their  enlisting  with  us 
will  be  considered  as  a  high  stroke  of  policy,  and  the 
only  probable  mode  they  could  adopt  to  effect  llieir 
escape.  We  are  counting  on  men,  who  cannot  be 
confided  in,  and  who  will  embrace  the  earliest  oppoiv 
tunity  to  leave  us  and  strengthen  the  encrmy,  at  the 
expense  of  arms,  clothes,  and  bounty  on  our  part,' 

But  very  few  if  any  of  those,  who  deserted  from 
Genera!  Burgoyne,  and  who  came  on  with  the  two 
detachments  under  Lteutenant-Colonel  Smith,  now 
remain  with  him  ,  they  are  gone.  In  like  manner,  a 
detachment  from  Colonel  Henley,'  which  marched 
from  Boston  sixty  strong,  arrived  here  two  or  three 
days  ago  with  thirteen  men  only  ;  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  detachment  of  New  Hampshire  troops,  it 

'  '*  I  im  cx«<dm|;ly  c^onivmr^l  Ic  learn  ihtl  fou  uc  ftcitaQ  coblnjily  bnlh 
to*  pLjfitivc  inolvc  olConfJcgA  aoJ  very  tJipma  orJcrv  in  cn£kpn|;  DriLinh 
ptiVkOffs  f r»r  ymir  l^girmory  Corpi^  Wben  C^DgmclHrm')  you  lo  mc  on  Ifip 
lubJKl  of  111  «i»poniion,  (o  Ia^iIKazg  your  rtlilng  ^i,  1  k»»^  J^^  icftvc  o 
cntiM  vie:  Ibiiil  dchcilen  lu  llic  IcmL.  nud  vjlu  JiiiluccJlu  ducvcn  tliat  fiviiifvua 
fttMHiins  me  thU  yaat  mlcnEi-^ii  w%\  iirind|i«lly  la  laka  GmDniv  in  wlvicr  yon 
Ihoujtjht  4£rHifir  <c«li(IvTkC4  tnichc  bv  |>J*c«d,  Tb4  Biilith  pmcaicn  wi|]  cb««r* 
fully  faliht  u  ■  nmdy  nrnni  q{  cscapinf,  tbc  fcntiacnlAl  bouDTy  bQI  be  Int, 
and  your  ror^  u  fu  u  cvrr  from  bflng  rompteie.  I  ri&^av  ihprFlorr  (tul  the 
piiiOJien  m&y  b«  rvlaTnecl  io  ihcii  C(*nlLncmcnt<  oni  ih^l  you  wfit  fur  tbe  fmur* 
adhcR  to  Ihe  iBtHctiuuk  uuilct  i^bith  I  Uiil  yuu.  Tbc  hi^icare  lo  be  ifUhmtl 
nfr^ion  nJUtv*«  who  lm*lin  o(  f^p'^ny  and  funfty  mnneL^Iicini  "^  H'juA> 
in^jfH  u  Urigadirr-Crtttf^t  Pmt^i^,  I  MaT>  ^77^ 

■David  n«ii]vy. 
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is  highly  probable,  one  of  tliem  would  not  have  been 
seen*  Thirty  of  the  sixty  are  now  in  Easton  jail. 
having  formed  a  plan  at  that  place  to  go  off  in  a  body. 
The  rest,  except  thirteen,  had  escaped  before.  If  we 
would  wish  to  reinforce  the  enemy  wiih  the  whole  of 
Mr,  Burgoyne'sarmy,  we  cannot  pursue  a  mode,  that 
will  be  more  elfecttial  or  more  certain,  than  to  enlist 
it  into  our  service;  but  it  may  be  done  with  less  in- 
jurj'  by  sending  them  the  men,  unarmed,  without 
paying  them  an  exorbitant  bounty.  If  nothing  eUe 
will  restrain  officers  from  pursuing  such  a  pernicious, 
ruinous  practice,  they  must  be  made  co  pay  for  all 
expenses  and  losses  occasioned  by  it.  Indeed  there 
is  nothing  that  can  compensate  for  the  injury.    *   •   • 

I  am,  &c 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OF   CX>!CGfLES$, 

HuiMjUAKTlu,  W  April,  tTT^ 

Sir. 

The  extensive  iB  consequences,  arising  from 
want  of  uniformity  in  discipline  and  manceuvrcs 
throughout  the  anny,  have  long  occasioned  mc  to 
wish  for  the  establishment  of  3  well  organired  inspec- 
torship :  and  the  concurrence  of  Congress  in  the  same 
views  has  induced  me  to  set  on  foot  a  temporary 
institution,  which,  from  the  succe5;s  that  has  hitherto 
attended  it.  gives  me  the  most  Hattenng  expectations, 
and  wilt,  I  hope,  obtain  their  approbation. 

R;tn)n  de  Steuben's  length  of  service  in  the  first 
military  school  in    Europe,  and   his  former  rank. 


pointed  him  out  a»  a  person  peculiarly  qualtiicd  to 
be  at  the  he^d  of  ihis  deparlmeiiL  This  appeared 
the  least  exceptionable  way  of  introducing  him  into 
the  army^  and  one  that  would  give  him  the  most 
ready  opportunity  of  displaying  his  t^ents.  1  there- 
fore proposed  to  hJm  to  undertake  the  office  of  in- 
spector-general, which  he  agreed  to  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness,  and  has  performed  the  duties  of  it  with 
a  ^eal  and  intelligence  equal  to  our  wisl\es.  He  has 
two  ranks  of  inspectors  tinder  him;  the  lowest  arc 
officers  charged  with  the  inspection  of  brigades,  with 
the  title  of  brigade-inspectors  ;  the  others  superintend 
several  of  these.  They  have  written  instmcliors 
relative  to  their  several  functions ;  and  the  manceuvres. 
which  they  are  to  practise,  are  illustrated  by  a  com- 
pany, which  the  Baron  has  taken  the  pains  to  train 
himself/ 


'  "I  luve  hid  seftTol  long  coovenatloTis  w^lh  the  B&ron  bieubcn,  vho  ip* 
|)cftr>  to  cpc  4  man  prDfi>jml  in  [he  »cicnc«  ul  ttm.  iinJ  welt  ilJft|nAcil  Xa  remlcr 
tiii  he\i  krrvlnn  ui  ihc  Uniirrt  5Ul*i,  In  an  interview  hrlwrra  hfm  »n*1  Ihc 
|>Eii*nl,  at  which  !  aviilaii  in  ^uxlity  o(  LiiCerpraler,  he  dvclorvd  thtl  lit  hvl 
pUfpoKlir  wivT<l  iBvkini;  jtn^  Hmtnict  wUh  ConpcsH  prnimu  to  bii  h^iipE 
madv  «ome  idiuilntanct  vnth  the  Commander  in  chtfr  in  orrlw  thai  be  m^i^ 
avoid  giving  off«nc4  <«  (he  officen  *4  the  umy,  and  tlul  lh«  gvnenl  mighL  de- 
cide Id  who!  >40«l  he  umliV  be  the  tuoil  useful.  If  I  luivc  evriLcivrtl  fi][hilj  ot 
hb  chancier  and  ab^LiIct,  he  wonU  make  ii4  art  ueelleai  ijnarter  nia«rr  s«n> 
■nl,  in  tht  mPitiry  pirl  ol  the  dvpirtmvnl  ;  hu  «flice  b«ing  ctkntin^  l<  tH« 
choioe  til  poMlions,  trf^btioD  o(  marchcf,  etc.  But  at  the  fi*il  and  militarr 
duhea  with  iri  are  blended,  he  tan'i  be  ditiKHed  of  In  (hit  way  ;  hit  brin|£  ■ 
fotvlgner,  unlkiting  him  lolally  fai  the  litiu^  1  chink  li«  vroiild  be  the  pFopcr* 
CfeT  mxn  ve  t^itlJ  dmatc  Ivt  tht  vHicc  oE  jiLk|>ciLlot  |>cncr»I,  and  llieRatcw^ 
enl  iriHxl  B«%HUnLq  ihsii  mi^hl  hr  i*Wrii  TiJni.  t  luvfi  ihr  Kighat  opinion  of 
thfl  MTvia  he  irould  t^ndir  in  dni  linvi  ai  h«  M*ecD«  to  b*  ptrftctly  a*^r*  of 
the  difadTsbfago  uadcv  wltlth  oui  inay  hat  laLorci  from  sbcvl  vnlutDLVDU 
and  firqueni  chAngo ;  sccmi  to  undcntiind  nrhAt  our  nibjecti  iie  capable  oC 
and  U  n»t  to  ttaitaeb  » i;34i«inaLfti  a«  lo  b«  aver^  tnm  adapUng  cMabliahed 
forau  to  titkbborn  dmnaitanca-     lie  will  mt  ipvc  ua  the  peifecC  IniEructioTiJ^ 


The  brigade-inspectors  were  chosen  by  the  brigadier 
and  commanding  officers  of  regiments  in  each  brigade 
Th«  inspectors  are  Lieulenant-ColoneU  BaHier"  of 
Jersey,  Brooks  *  of  Massachusetts,  Davis*  of  Virginia* 
and  Monsieur  Tcrnant.  a  French  gentleman.  The 
reason  for  employing  him.  apart  [fromj  his  intrinsic 
merit  and  abilities,  was  his  possessing  the  French 
and  English  languages  equally,  which  made  him  a 
necessary  assistant  to  Baron  de  Steuben,  He  is 
content  to  serve  without  rank,  until,  after  an  experi- 
ment of  his  abilities.  Congress  shall  determine  what 
he  is  entitled  to. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  UeuCenantrColonel  Fleury  iai 

akntautr  >p««kin£,  Val  like  b«M  wUch  wc  ue  b  *  condfaloti  i4  reotlvc,  Wc 
■ant  ujmt  kLui  uf  guuraJ  iKlorln;  iP  tbfi  u«y  to  micli.  Oai  u  obamiOB*  as 
Convtjr  b  lo  moit  of  tbc  xnay,  rtfbvr  thttt  Ukc  \ht  htXd  miihtni  the  a^rvt* 
Imgm  ikut  nigbl  badtnvod  bom  «  judidoat  ntfrci««oF  hiioAcCrl  would  wlili 
«t«7  mccive  oi  disHtUfacUiHi  mportinc  tiiiD  for  the  i>i«cd(  lo  \k  «iffnmt4. 
The  El«roii  prcpMrt  tt  eaIii?  ih?  t^rik  ft  mnjor  grnml,  vnti  rfaip  pjijr,  r«tfo««. 
ttc.  He  <loc3  noL  tn'tih  for  uiy  ulubl  comoaAnd,  u  he  k  &el  uiqvd^icd  wttb 
i>ur   UrifitiL^c  Hii^  flic  i^cuiiu  of  -jut   \x^y}z."'—yi'^a   fjmmrrv  M  Ail   Aa/A^r. 

"Th*  Baron  Sfflubisi  hu  had  tli*  for1iui«  Co  pl^att  aacomiBoalr,  f«  « 
liimij;«.  It  £rBt  Bisbl.  All  tho  i^crd  <>flictn  who  hare  *evn  hja,  are  |ivt- 
pouaatil  la  him  tavor^  and  coticclii!  highly  «1  hit  abllnJoL  .  .  .  Aa  fa*  u 
my  lino  «B  reach,  I  c<MXC«tvo  Ihc  fcdn>o  (o  be  i^ntf^mad  ia  ifae  mUiiaiy  triraio, 
Tbc  Central  iccma  lo  bave  a  very  pxxl  DpiniQH  cC  bJm.  aoJ  tfalak*  be  uf^t 
br  ubcfulEr  nnjJcTsI  fa  tbcofficxof  fupeclor  sm<n|,  bni  I  farKj  kc«ntio«f 
of  »co(ainnid]fi|;  ir  (o  Congr***^  m  b«  night  AppHr  implafdbly  to  pmn^« 
anolbcr  p<rwn  l<>  whom  C«ii|[rci*CATG  thai  pc»U  NovUbadouM  villi  hio 
ubeth«T  the  grDtlemiTi  In  quudon  vu  not  vlnnaUj  rgg)0<Bd  ErOV  Ihe  fruiprr. 
lonhip  tfy  bcfcnf  ordered  on  the  Ci&adian  expcdldea.  la  thM  cu«,  Uu  dtRU 
cdltjr  Hoald  be  obviated.  Tbc  ha; on't  cwn  d(*£»  b  lo  h4*c  ftx  Ibc  prociU 
the  ruik  and  pij  cif  i  mijc^r  cvoi:(a].  liul  lo  havt  any  ictEiaJ  cvrnma^d,  QMfl 
be  i«  b«t(rr  koown.  ■it'l  thari  ttp  b«(lrrqu4lTfi«d  bf  t  l(fiOTJ«d|^  of  oar  liK|t«af« 
and  tb«  ftnltu  and  marweragdtho  people,  Tli«a,  if  anyflrokefa  tobetlmck* 
hi*  ambEiiciQ  |iranipu  bkn  to  kJJlIi  a  cooimaod."— ^An  ZdHTiii  It  ASi  Fatk^r, 
9  Mardi.  I^S.  ■  Krantii  Hurtwr.         *|aha  Brvoka.         "  WiOiatB  Oavk. 


camp,  as  he  was  unemployed,  and  had  exercised  the 
office  of  aid-major  in  France,  the  Baron  proposed  to 
have  him  employed  as  an  inspector;  in  which  I 
readily  acquiesced,  as  Congress  had  given  htm  the 
ranlc  and  pay  g(  lieutenajit-colonel.  There  in^y  be 
Other  foreign  officers  in  Continental  pay.  idle  for 
want  of  being  attached  to  some  coqjs,  of  whose  serv- 
ices we  might  avail  ourselves  in  this  way,  which  is 
the  only  method  of  disposing  of  them,  unless  they 
could  be  formed  into  a  distinct  corps.  From  the 
extraordinary  fatigue  and  close  attention  required  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  inspectorship,  I  did  not 
think  it  amiss  to  let  them  entertain  hopes,  that  Cno* 
gress  would  allow  some  addition  Xt>  the  pay,  which 
they  derive  from  their  rank,  and  1  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  the  measure.  1  would  propose  twenty 
dollars  per  month  for  the  brigade-inspectors,  and  thirty 
for  the  inspectors,  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line 
I  should  do  injustice  if  1  were  to  be  longer  silent  with 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  Hist 
knowledge  of  his  profession,  added  to  the  zeal  which 
he  has  discovered  since  he  began  upon  the  functions 
of  his  ot^ce,  leads  me  to  consider  him  as  an  acqiiiiii- 
tion  to  the  ser\'ice,  and  to  recommend  him  to  the 
attention  of  Congress.  His  expectations  with  regard 
to  rank  extend  to  that  of  major-general.  His  finances, 
he  ingenuously  confesses,  will  not  admit  of  his  serv* 
ing  without  the  incident  emoluments ;  and  Congress, 
I  presume,  from  his  character,  and  their  own  knowl- 
edge of  him.  will  without  difficulty  gratify  him  in 
these  particulars. 
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The  Baron  is  sensible,  that  our  situation  requires 
X  few  variations  in  the  duties  oE  his  office  from  the 
jjrneral  ^rartice  in  Europe^  and  |iarticitkirly  that  they 
miist  necessarily  be  more  comprehensive  ;  in  which, 
as  well  as  in  his  instructions,  he  has  skilfully  yielded 
to  circumstances.  The  success,  which  has  hitherto 
attended  the  plan,  enables  me  to  request  with  confi- 
dence the  ratification  of  Congress,  and  is  I  think  a 
pledge  of  the  esiablisiiment  of  a  well  combined  gen- 
eral system,  which  insurmountable  obstacles  have 
hitherto  opposed,     i  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO    HENRV    LAURBN& 

Vausv  Fones,  30  April,  1 

Dear  Sir* 

I  thank  you  much  for  your  obliginfj  favor  of  the 
27th.  1  think  with  you,  that  a  most  important  cridis 
is  now  at  hand,  and  that  there  cannot  be  too  much 
wisdom  in  all  our  counsels  for  conducting  our  affairs 

*  "  I  bi  T'.  -^cl  ilic  rewluliuii  DECcnsrvuof  tboasd,  mcniliaf  myfc 
pMrvn.  >  mm  rtnir  npr^^nUtLon  nf  lh«  chmnrter  of  Ji%lin  DRiVk,  k*MI 
•  pnptr  o^cct  to  naka  an  vtunpU  <4,  Voa  hiI]  be  pJ*ft3  to  tnttHUlt 
UiD  prccRJlii^i  of  the  </;juit  mulU]  agaiiui  blm,  that  I  m^rf  dficraloe 
Ihcm.  Thif  t  Aft  nol  d«1n  from  ihe  flnillBT  douTiT  of  the  moct  foafWattow 
t«cE.ilix4«  ud  pAprictf  «J  cDsdnct  CB  jcut  part,  boiPE  Hliht>ei1  tlUI  Itiu  viU 
be  ib<  luc,  but  ftom  ah  jdca,  aiitl  Qd  irtuneidcAiion  uf  the  niAfici»  that  die 
|iown  iltlr^tnl  tn  mn  Tiy  (^fvnffrr**  arv  nl  k  pfmrnal  naf ntv.  ii^d  tlwakl  a^ 
«ontiBg  to  OMnfni^n  imgo  Ln  similBr  €«■«»  ftl  Uftct  in  fasuaciM  vbir«  life  la 
lou^cfEicd,  t>c  cjLcrtitetl  AHit  CAiiirii  int«  CACCUiitm  by  a  peogoaL  dccrac^  Vim 
■re  DOC  to  Infer  fnin  hence  iliit  you  flre  noi  to  order  <diiti  nuriUU  lor  tbe  (rlil 
«d  i>]t«tidcn  to  Ihc  prodicBinvtil  of  John  Dcrridc  Ac,  wbu  lave  cr  (n*y  Tkil4t« 
Ifac  rcsolutLoni  y<r^  lacntkin :  bat  only  thil  ii<  prv<«ctlui£i  in  luct  cbci^  vbcra 
c«|]irAl  pnnlthmms  an  d^mjuncrl,  tnutl  Ij«  »pqi  m  mc  f^r  ap|>rolittUon  or 
dlupprobetioii."— '  rFtirAj'a^m ««  Gtmroi  Sm^lhtv^d,  y>  AphI,  177!. 
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to  a  safe  and  happy  issue.  There  should,  in  my 
opinion,  be  a  (itll  reprE^entaiion  of  the  States  in 
Congress,  which  I  have  often  regretted  has  not  been 
the  case  for  a  long  time  past  I  also  concur  with  you 
in  scnliment,  thai  genilemen  any  where,  whose  abili- 
ties might  be  of  essential  service,  in  case  of  treaty 
with  the  Uritish  commissioners,  ought  to  be  called 
forth  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  a  work  of  infinite 
importance,  and  the  result  nay  lead  to  happiness  or 
to  misery,  to  freedom  or  to  slavery.  The  enemy  are 
determined  to  try  us  by  force  and  by  fraud  ;  and 
while  they  are  exerting  their  utmost  powers  in  the 
first  instance.  1  do  not  doubt  but  they  will  employ 
men  in  the  second,  versed  in  the  arts  of  dissimulation, 
of  temporizing  negotiating  geniuses.  It  appears  to 
me»  that  nothing  short  of  independence  can  possibly 
do.  The  injuries  we  have  received  from  Britain  can 
never  be  forgotten,  and  a  peace  upon  other  terms 
would  be  the  source  of  perpetual  feuds  and  animosity. 
Besides,  should  Britain,  from  her  love  of  tyranny  and 
lawless  domination,  attempt  again  to  bend  our  necks 
to  the  yoke  of  slavery,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  she 
would,  for  her  pride  and  ambition  are  unconquerable, 
no  nation  would  credit  our  professions,  nor  grant  us 
aid.  At  any  rate,  their  favors  would  be  obtained 
upon  the  most  disadvantageous  and  dishonorable 
terms, 

I  sincerely  wi?ih  th<?  provision  for  officers,  so  long 
the  subject  of  discussion,  was  established.  It  is  cer* 
tainly  equitable,  and  in  my  opinion  essential.  Day 
after  day  and  hour  after  hour  produce  resignations. 
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If  they  were  confined  to  bad  officers,  or  lo  thofie  of^ 
little  or  no  character,  they  would  be  of  no  consc* 
quence.  But  it  is  painful  to  see  men,  who  are  of  a 
different  cast,  who  have  rendered  great  services  to 
their  country-,  and  who  arc  still  and  may  be  most 
materially  wanted,  leaving  the  army,  on  account  of 
the  distresses  of  their  families,  and  to  repair  their 
circumstances,  which  have  been  much  injured  by  their 
zeal  and  the  part  they  have  taken  in  the  defence  of 
common  rights.  The  provision,  if  adopted,  would 
not  produce  present  relief,  nor  a  present  expense  ; 
yet  it  would  be  a  compensation  in  future  for  their 
misfortunes  and  their  coiU,  and  be  some  support  to 
their  injured  constitutions. 

I  will  be  done  after  observing,  if  the  measure  is  to 
be  submitted  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States 
for  their  concurrence,  the  delay,  supposing  it  should 
be  a?i*iented  to,  will  1  fear  be  attended  with  effects, 
that  will  only  be  rej^retted  when  too  late.  But  the 
chance  in  such  case  will  be  rather  against  the  adop- 
tion :  for  there  are  but  few  of  the  Ic:gi5latures.  who 
are  impressed  with  the  real  state  of  things,  or  who 
can  without  difficulty  be  fully  informed  of  them  ;  and 
while  this  matter  is  held  in  suspense,  every  thing*  laat 
a  stand,  and  the  most  fatal  consequences  may  result 
from  it.  I  do  not  to  this  hour  know  whether,  (put- 
ting half-pay  out  of  the  question.)  the  old  or  new 
esTablishinent  is  to  take  place;  how  to  dispose  of  the 
ofiicers  in  consequence  ;  whether  the  instituting  sev- 
eral other  corps,  as  agreed  to  by  the  committee  and 
referred  by  them  lo  Congress,  is  adopted  or  not.      In 
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a  word,  I  have  no  ground  to  form  a  single  arrange- 
ment upon,  nor  do  I  know  whether  the  augmentation 
of  the  cavalry  is  to  take  place  or  was  rejected,  in 
order  that  I  may  govern  myself  thereby.  Equally 
unable  am  I  to  answer  the  incessant  applications  of 
the  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Additional  Bat- 
talions, who,  knowing  the  intended  reduction  of 
some  of  these  corps,  are  held  in  suspense,  uncertain 
what  part  to  act.  In  short,  our  present  situation 
(now  the  first  of  May)  is  beyond  description  irksome 
and  dangerous.  But  I  will  trouble  you  no  further, 
than  to  assure  you,  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 
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To  avrad  fine,  this  book  should  be  rcttim«d  on 
or  before  the  date  Lut  stamped  bdow 
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